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THEATRE VANDALISM GROWS 








Hwood to Get Chance to Disprove 


‘Extravagance in Production to WPB 





By MORI KRUSHEN 

Hollywood will be given an oppor- 
tunity to dispel impression that there 
is ‘wild extravagance’ in film produc- 
tion, which has been held by mem- 
bers of the War Production Board, 
when M. D. Moore, head of the Con- 
sumers Goods Division, Washington, 
goes to the Coast as planned to hold 
roundtable discussions with group of 
approximately 30 producers embrac- 
ing all elements including majors, 
independents and shoestringers. 

Moore—and possibly other Wash- 
ington officials—is planning to go to 
the Coast within a month to get first- 
hand info on studio operations, with 
object of giving full consideration to 
material requirements of both major 
and independent producers. 

Moore’s investigation may well 
lead to an adjustment of controver- 
sies which have been raging among 
various classes of producers and dis- 
tributors as to who should bear the 
brunt of a cut in production, if such 
a move is finally ruled necessary by 
priorities officials. 

Though requirements of essential 
materials in film production are low, 
in comparison with other industries, 


«Continued on page 53) 





Tommy Dorsey Donates 


Week’s Pay ($7,500) 


To Navy Relief Fund. 





Tommy Dorsey,. who was set to 
take his band on a full week of bene- 
fit performances in behalf of Navy 
Relief, will instead donate to the lat- 
ter his salary for a fourth week at 
the N. Y. Paramount theatre (ap- 
proximately $7,500). Dorsey had 
orig nally figured on working for 


Stanton Griffis, chairman of Special | 
Events for Navy Relief, immediately | 
following his current Par stand, but | 


the house suddenly optioned him for 
a fourth week. This is the beginning 
of a stries of special efforts to be 
made by name band leaders, as ar- 
ranged by Griffis; others will con- 
tribute differently, via special one- 
nighters, disk royalties, etc. 

The donation by Dorsey is partial 
answer to maestro Phil Spitalny, who 

(Continued on page 46) 


Al Jolson, Mae West 
May Head New Revue 


Two-a-day vaudeville at the Win- 
ter Garden, or possibly a revue, as 
an offshoot from this idea, is being 
mulled by the Shuberts, with Al Jol- 
S0n and Mae West as co-siars at the 
Broadway house next September. 

The continued click of Clifford C. 
Fischer's ‘Priorities’ and the clicks 
of ‘Hellzapoppin’ and ‘Sons o’ Fun’ 
(amplified vaudeville) add to the 


evidence about a possible vaudeville 
renaissance. 











Circus Fans Assured War 
Will Not‘Fold Big Tops 


Hartford, April 14 

War will not be allowed to close 
down America’s circuses, Paul Mc- 
Nutt, FSA administrator at Wash- 
ington, has told the Circus Fans As- 
sociation of America in a communi- 
cation to W. L. Montague, publicity 
director for the organization. 

Communication was in reply to a 
letter by Montague to Senator Fran- 
cis Maloney of Conn., recommending 
that circuses be kept moving during 
the war duration. Letter was turned 
over to McNutt. 


4-MIN. MEN 10 
SPIEL FROM 
SCREEN 


Revival of the four-minute man 
of World War I to spiel in theatres 
;on any subject of national import- 
ance, as may be determined by Gov- 
ernment officials, is now reported 


under consideration. World War II 
model of the four-minute man would 
talk from the screen instead of in 
person, according to plans which 
have been discussed, 

If plan is adopted, bond and stamp 
selling would he but one phase of 
war activity to be taken up with 
theatre audiences from the screen. 
Film speakers would be lined up in 
cans with pictures ready for release 
|at appropriate time to deal with any 














|problem affecting the war effort. 


{ 


‘Embarrassed Audience 
Heckles Russ Morgan 


Milwaukee, April 14. 


“ Freedom of speech was a grossly 


abused privilege during the engage- 
ment of Russ Morgan’s band this 
past week at the Riverside theatre. 
The town’s still talking about the 
carnival of heckling that necessi- 
tated Ed J. Weisfeldt, the manager, 
putting the clamps on, and the or- 
chestra leader himself apologizing to 
audiences on several occasions when 
he reaiized he had gone too far. 
Morgan’s attempt to get laughs by 
talking over the footlights to the 
cash customers succeeded in part, 
but frequently to the extreme em- 
barrassment of patrons, and his al- 





(Continued on page 55) 
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WITH KIDS ALad 


Coping With Jitterbugs, Kids 
Skipping School, Vandals 
Destroying Property and 
Thievery a Wartime Prob- 
lem for Film Houses— 
Crashing Adds to Worries 








DRUNKS GET BOUNCED 





Along with the ever-increasing 
problem of handling the jitterbug 
element, where drawn, theatre op- 





Into Profuse Apologies 


erators are seeking to cope with 
| what is referred to as a wild form 
|of hysteria and vandalism affecting 
them as well as stores. 

For this reason, added measures 
are being taken to effect control 
of the more destructive audience 
elements who have little regard for 
property, get into fights in the thea- 
tres and pilfer anything they can 
lay their hands on. The Paramount, 
N. Y., a jitterbug haven, has put two 
private detectives on the job, while 

(Continued on page 53) 


15,000 Theatres 


Set to Sell U.S. 
Bonds Nationally 


Albany, N. Y., April 14. 
Drive to enlist support of all the- 














atre and exchange men in nation- | 
|wide U. S. war bond selling cam- 
|paign, now getting under way in 
|some 15,000 theatres, was launched 
| here yesterday (13), when Si Fabian 
and Sam E. Morris addressed lunch- | 
eon meeting called under auspices | 
| of the local Variety Club at the Ten 
| Eyck hotel. 

Morris attended huddle in place | 
of Joseph Bernhard, chairman of | 
the Theatre Division of the War Ac- 
tivities Committe, who returned to | 
New York from Hollywood on Mon- | 
|day accompanied by Mort Blumen- 
| stock, Warners eastern exploitation 
and advertising head. 


H’WOOD UNIONS WANT 
SAFER BOMBSHELTERS 


Hollywood, April 14. 
Unions are making demands on 
'studios for bomb-proof shelters on 
| lots. 
| Those presently constructed are | 

















‘workers from aerial attack 





Elsie Janis Entertains 
In Her Second War 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Elsie Janis, ‘Sweetheart of the 
A. E. F.’ in the last war, is back 
again in the front line of enter- 
tainers. She'll help cheer up the 
air corps trainees at Long Beach 
April 21 as guest of Bob Hope, 
whose broadcast originates at the 
Naval Air Base there. She’ll visit 
other camps in the vicinity. 

Hope will make a seven-week tour 
of cantonments and bases through 
the south and southeast. 


NOT SINGING 
‘ABOUT THIS 
WAR 


Title registration division of the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation has not had a war song added 
to its files in several weeks. Pub- 
lishers are still inclined to steer 
away from war-inspired numbers 
unless the latter have a novelty or 
romantic twist. The pubs continue 
to hold to the opinion that the pub- 
lic will not take to the fighting type 
of song until the United States has 
rung up a few resounding victories. 

As a major publisher put it last 
week, ‘Apparently this is one war 








that American people don’t want to/| 


Sing about until it’s won and over.’ 


Par’s ‘Blondie’ (And It’s 
Not Madeleine Carroll) 
Upsets British Poise 








: | 
‘My Favorite Blonde,’ Paramount's 


new Bob Hope-Madeleine Carroll 
starrer, has British Army and diplo- 
matic officials steaming in wrath. 
They object to the idea conveyed in 
the film that a gigantic fleet of planes 
being flown from this country to 
England by the RAF must await on 
the arrival at the takeoff fleld of a 
tiny piece of jewelry bearing micro- 
scopic code instructions, 

Gadget with the code is carried 
pell-mell across the country by a 
beautiful blonde British secret agent 
(Miss Carroll), assisted unwittingly 
by a ham vaude actor (Hope). 
Britons object to the idea that im- 
portant RAF operations hinge on any 
such hare-brained helter-skelter. 

Matter isn’t, of course, considered 


| of enough importance for any offi- 


cial squawks, 
of English 


although a number 
officers have openly 


be a bit more careful with its plots 











INCREASING WOES 'U. S. Record Industry, Booming 
For 3 Years, Faces 0% 


Prod. Slash 


Washington, April 14. 

Little bugs in India that feast on 
leaves and throw off a substance 
known as shellac now see export of 
their output shut off for the duration, 
with the result that the American 
phonograph record industry, which 
has been booming for three years, 
faces what amounts to a 70% cut of 
recent production. This was the 
sense of a War Production Board 
order issued here today (Tuesday), 
earmarking the limited shellac sup- 
ply for airplane, shell and other war 
needs. 

The WPB’s order in effect calls 
for the immediate curtailment of all 
phonograph record and radio tran- 
scription production to 30% of the 
1941 production volume. [This, how- 
ever, was at an abnormal peak, 
which is some saving grace.] The 
WPB explained that the interrup- 
tion of shipping and attacks on India, 
the chief source of shellac supply, 
necessitated the drastic step, and that 
disc makers must bear the brunt of 
the blow because they consume 
ogg a third of the national sup- 
ply. 

Half of all inventories over 10,000 

(Continued on page 42) 








Report Music Corp. 
Would Like to Buy Out 
Sarnoff’s RKO Shares 


Reported that the Music Corp. of 
America, talent agency, is mulling a 
deal to take over Radio Corp. of 
America (David Sarnoff) holdings in 
RKO.Corp., with object of becoming 
more active in film production on 
the Coast. Affiliation would also 
give MCA closer tieup for routing of 





bands and other artists under its 
| management through RKO houses in 
key situations. 

MCA has already made three pic- 


ture production package deals with 


RKO, latest forthcoming flicker in- 

cluding services of Fibber McGee & 

{Molly and Edgar Bergen-Charlie 
(Continued on page 46) 





Mayris Chaney Back 
in Show Biz As Dancer 





Mayris Chaney (and Fox) is re- 
turning to show business, partnered 
with Julio (Florence and) Alvarez, 
to prove that she can hold her own 
in her chosen profession, with or 
without the prestige of being Mrs, 
Eleanor Roosevelt’s protegee. A 
close friend of the” President's wife, 
Miss Chaney was under fire for be- 
ing payrolled at $4,600 a year as 
Coordinator of Physical Instruction 
(for children) by the OCD, and she 
resigned rather than battle the po- 
litical turmoil. 

Her former partner, Eddie Fox, is 


, 


leged vulgarities were sufficiently | said to offer little protection for | stated they wish Hollywood would | presently in retirement on the Coast, 
1 


rene?! 
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VALLEE’S HYMN OF HATE FOR THE NAZIS: 
CAN'T SEE COMEDY VALUES IN AXIS PIX 


A Seaman in First World War, Rudy Vallee Ex- 
pounds That a Rattlesnake Enemy Can Only Be 
Frightened by An Even More Ruthless Foe 


PEMBERTON, COLUMBIA 
DEAL VIRTUALLY SET 





By RUDY VALLEE 
Hollywood, April 7. 
Editor ‘Variety’: ; 

As an interested spectator of the 
controversy concerning Prof. Gess-| Deal whereby Columbia will enter 
ner’s attack on Hollywood’s humor- feng? as a ager —— org be 

é ss ,7. | ton has been set, but the contract has 

ous satire of the Gestapo and Naz- | . J 
ism, and writer Emil Lengyel’s ‘sense not been actually signed. Proposal 
of humor’ treatment of them in ‘To |5as been hanging fire for a year, 
Be Or Not To Be, I would like to | With differences in details evidently 
ff on oy holding up the consummation. Pem- 
— bs " * i berton is anxious to go into produc- 

I not only recall the grim days of | ;. hi . ; , va 
World War No. I, but was privileged | tton this ae with Whether @: . 
to serve as a seaman in the regular |/" Process of revision. Whether Co- 


° : lumbia will fi i lays the man- 
Navy, having enlisted two weeks be- ener an senkuibveay os or 
fore war was declared in i917. I | definite 
am, therefore, not exactly a neophyte General plan of the arrangement 
in the subject of how men feel in the | wotersan Pemiiedtem end tha fie eud- 
service, but as a keen observer of fit calls for trying out a number of 




















human nature and people in civilian 
life, I think I had an accurate feel- 
ing of the public pulse in 1917, and 
an even better one today. 

Americans have always been com- 
placent. For years we have tol- 
erated racketeering and gangsters, 
although we know that as a result 
of racketeering, our cost of living 
has been increased 3-to-10%. Yet 
we still have done nothing about it. 
Even when a child was shot in Har- 
lem, the best that the New York 
public could rouse itself to was a 
mass meeting at Madison Square 
Garden, which petered out. The 
thought of a vigilante committee, or 
the wiping out of well-known racke- 
teers or even the tarring and feath- 
ering of them, is something that has 


(Continued on page 55) 


Ask Margaret Sullavan to 
FoHow Tallulah Bankhead 
On Philip Morris Show 


Margaret Sullavan is being propo- 
gitioned. by the Biow agency for the 
dramatic spot on the ‘Johnny Pre- 
sents’ program Tuesday nights on 
NBC-Red (WEAF) for Philip Morris. 
Nothing is set, however, and several 
other names are being considered in 
case Miss Sullavan doesn’t take the 
assignment, Helen Hayes was of- 
fered the spot, but couldn’t accept 
because she’ll be on tour the balance 
of the season with the Maxwell An- 
derson’s ‘Candle in the Wind.’ 


is 








being 


While a_ replacement 
sought for the ‘Johnny Presents’ 
stint, Tallulah Bankhead, now star- 
red in it, has been renewed for an 


additional three weeks, carrying her 
through May 19: Her regular 13 
weeks contract ends April 28. 
Charles Martin is the writer-director 
of the show. 


PHONY AUTRY FRERE 


SOUGHT FOR FRAUD) 





St. Louis, April 14. 
An imposter claiming to be Rob- 


ert Autry, a brother of Gene Autry, 
screen cowboy star who has no 
brothers, is being sought in a nation- 
wide hunt following a con game 
he pulled here last week, bilking a 
gal from Bismarck, Mo., out of $50 
and a wrist watch. The victim, 
Helene Horvat, 19, met the imposter 
in a downtown nitery. He was 


decked out in a sombrero, red ban- 
dana, high.heel boots, etc. 

After a whirlwind courtship last- 
ins several days, the phony Autry 
disappeared with the watch and 
money. The fugitive is described as 
being about 28, 5 feet 7 inches and 
weighing about 140 pounds. 


‘Penny’ Dances—For Jukes’ 





Hollywood, April 14. 
Ann Pennington, once top dancer 
on Broadway, is breaking into pic- 
tures via the jukers in one of 10 
Roosevelt -Coslow- Mills Soundies 
which went into production under 
direction of Josef Berne. 


Bill Trinz, new casting director 
fo: RCM, has lined up a cast of 
names fav ‘iar to a past generation 


of film fans. 


plays in summer stock and it is un- 
derstood that Col has the choice of 
participating in possible Broadway 
presentation of such plays or declar- 
ing itself out. Cost of showings in 
the hideways is small compared to 
regular production. 

Major film offices are willing to 
read scripts with the idea of financ- 
ing plays, but none have made any 
commitments for next season. 





Flora Robson Doesn't 
Want to Be Typed As 
A Crabby Old Meanie 


Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Flora Robson left here Sunday 
(12) for Hollywood following three- 
week guest-star appearances at 
| Pittsburgh Playhouse in ‘Suspect.’ 
| Actress, who is freelancing, said she 
had no definite film commitment in 
|sight with the exception of a role 
| for David O. Selznick in ‘Jane Eyre’ 
| with Joan Fontaine and Ronald Col- 
;}man but added that picture wasn’t 
| due to start for several months. 


At same time, Miss Robson an- 
nounced she had turned down WB’s 
deal for the mother part in ‘Now 


(Continued on page 16) 











WB TESTS CAMPUS BEAUT 
Kansas City, April 14. 

Betty Hall, Monett, Mo., beauty 
queen of the University of Missouri, 
goes to Hollywood in July for a 
|screen test at Warner Bros. S. J. 
| Biano, talent scout, touring colleges 
|of the middle west, tested Miss Hall 
|in Columbia, Mo., last Thursday. 
| He also was impressed with Margo 
| Benson, of Columbia, Mo. 
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Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low .as 10 


cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and postoffices, and 


stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 


PRESS TYCOONS 
CONVERGING 
ON NY. 


New York will be virtually swarm- 
ing with newspaper execs for the 
next week. They start pouring in 
today (Wednesday) for various con- 
ventions carrying through until] next 
Thursday (23). It'll probably be the 
greatest collection of editors and 
publishers in history, and continu- 
ous succession of on- and-off-the-rec- 
ord speeches by top Government 
press, propaganda and production 
men of both this -country and 
Britain. 

About 1,600 execs are expected in 
all at the four conventions skedded 

(Continued on page 55) 

















Refugee Brit. Actors’ 
Kids Draw 46 im N. Y. 


Indicated net proceeds of two 
benefit showings of ‘Gratefully 
Yours,’ enacted by refugee children 
of British actors at the Imperial, 
N. Y., last week, will be around $4,- 
000. Matinee performance was fairly 
well attended and Sunday (12) night, 
when capacity was expected, attend- 
ance was somewhat disappointing. 
Top for both performances was $5.50. 

Exact amount netted by the pro- 
gram has not been determined as 
still due is money pledged for tick- 
ets which were not used. 
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Universal Pictures 








TT and COSTELLO 


Soon on National Release 
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RITA’ 
Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 
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Hollywood, April 14. 

Being between pictures, went visiting on my home lot, 20th Century- 
Fox, and the cop at the gate greeted me with open arms—firearms. 

Went over to greet my friends at the cutting room. I know they're 
my friends because they always stack my scenes so neatly on the floor. 

Ran into Betty Grable and we started spinning yatns back and forth— 
until she had enough for a sweater. 

Bumped into a crowd of people in the commissary and were they glad 
to see me—pay the check. 

Watched Vie Mature shoot a love scene. What has Vic Mature got that 
if I were Vic Mature—I’d still be Milton Berle. 

Had a long talk with Darryl Zanuck about my next pix. I wonder what 
it’s like to star in ‘Soundies.’ 

Broadway Department 

Jay C. Flippen almost got into trouble with. the FBI. They combed 
his hair out and found two concealed tires. 

Lou Holtz came near having a serious accident. 
put his cane in his mouth and leaned on his cigar. 

Joe Frisco is fit to be tied. He tried to get a bet down on a horse called 
Okapilida, and by the time he stuttered the name out to the bookie, the 
race was over. 


He absent-mindedly 


Hollyweodiana 

A certain playboy actor is fit to be tied. He got caught in our recent 
blackout and had to park two hours with his own wife. ™ 

Phil Silvers reports a terrific battle between two actors. They fought it 
out at 20 paces—with their press clippings. 

Maxie Rosenbloom has definitely decided te make a ring comeback. 
Every day he goes three rounds with a racing form. 

One thing you can say about the cement blocks in front of Grauman’s 
Chinese. Someone’s always putting their foot in it. 

There’s a certain agent in Hollywood who has a new racket. 
actors for guest spots at blood banks. 

Music Department 

Sammy Kaye has a new idea. The audience plays the music and his 
band dances on the stage. 

Got another one of my shocks the other day. Met a bandleader who 
wasn’t signed for a picture. 


He books 


, Radio Department 

Bob Hope has just been elected the Mayor of Azusa. Anybody who 
can pronounce Azusa, deserves to be mayor. 

Burns & Allen have a great idea in that duck they use on their pro- 
gram. If an egg is laid during the show, they point to the duck and say 
it’s his. 

Looking forward to having Hedy Lamarr on my show this week. 
just see the billing: ‘Glamourous & Hamorous!’ 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That as a boy Robert Taylor looked like Wallace Beery....That Tommy 
Manville’s wives call him Social Security....That- Jack White had a toupee 
made for his clarinet....That Bert Gordon, the Mad Russian, uses borscht 
for hair tonic....That Billy Rose had his picture printed on his annuities. 

Hangnail Descriptions 


I can 





Burlesque: 
Observation 
Saw a very unusual Easter parade 


Weismueller. 


Rogues Gallery.’ 


wore a mink coat.’ 


thousand quips!’ 


Buy War Bonds! 
Stars and Stripes! 


Gone with the Fiorella... .Bee: 
Rand: Bubble-Talk....Ugly Girl: Hag-ravating.... 


Eavesdropped at The Players: ‘Is he rich? 


Of Thee I Sting....Sally 


Department 


this year. Everybody stayed home. 


Instead, 5,000,000 moths flew down Vine street. 

The only one not worried about the shortage of men’s clothing is Johnny 
He has four new ‘Zoot Leopard Skins.’ 

rill never wear makeup on the street again during these times. 
times I was put on a train to the Jap settlement at Owens Valley. 

Eavesdropped at Little Troc: ‘His latest picture can be seen in the 


Four 


The stork that brought him 


Eavesdropped at Tail O’Cock: ‘Is she voluptuous? Her lips launched a 


My brother (the conscientious objector to work) has turned inventor 


again. He’s invented asbestos eyelashes for people with fire in their eyes! 
Whatever Became of—???? 
Tim & Irene Kitty Doner 
Pat Rooney, Jr. Julian Hall’s Entertainers 
Ruth Roye Sybil Vane 
Afterpiece 


Forget about personal gripes, and give, give to the 








a4 


War Casualty 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Male hoofers, once a drug on 
the Hollywood market, have be- 
come a rarity, with producers 
putting on musicals and Uncle 
Sam tossing the lads into mili- 
tary uniforms. Paramount called 
for a flock of young trippers for 
‘Priorities of 1942’ and came up 
with a mere handful. 

The rest of the boys are doing 
squads right or kitchen police. 


| Cantor Undergoes Op, 
Closing ‘Banjo’ 2 Days 


Eddie Cantor underwent a minor 
emergency operation in New York 
Monday (13), necessitating a two- 
day blackout of ‘Banjo Eyes,’ his 
musical currently at the Hollywood 
theatre, N. Y. There’s no perform- 
ance on Wednesday nights because 
of Cantor’s broadcast, and the comic 
expects to be back in makeup for to- 
morrow’s (Thursday) performance. 
He also figures to be able to do the 
broadcast tonight. 

Crowds that turned up for Mon- 
day’s performance at the Hollywood 

















were given their money hack, or 
seats for a later date. 
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Nelson Eddy Slated to Succeed 
Marshall-Wheeler-Macs Program 


Nelson Eddy is due to head up the 
Old Gold program when it moves 
from the Blue Network to CBS 
April 29. The J. Walter Thompson 
agency expects to exchange signa- 
tures with the singer within the next 
few days. 

If and when Nelson does take 
over Old Gold’s present cast, which 
consists of Herbert Marshall, Bert 
Wheeler, Hank Ladd and the Merry 
Macs, will have ended their career 
with the account. The question of 
an orchestra will be left to Nelson’s 
choice. 


Nelson. worked for the same 
agency for several seasons on the 
Chase & Sanborn Coffee show. He 


started at $4,000 a broadcast and 
wound up at a salary of $6,000. 


Film Cos. in N.Y. Weeding 
Out Axis Sympathizers 


Aliens of all nationalities are being 
quietly investigated by home offices 
of major companies with object of 
culling personnel with Nazi-Fascist 
sympathies. Any employees who are 
or have been connected with subver- 
sive groups will be dropped, regard- 
less of American birth or citizenship. 

Questionnaire being used is same 
as that issued on Coast to studio em- 
ployees. Home office staffs are for 
the most part made up of Americans, 
percentage. of alien employees being 
less than 1% in some instances. «1°: ">" 
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SOLDIERS YEN THREE L’S 





ARMY'S WIDE 
BEACHHEAD IN 
MIAMI 


Miami Beach, April 14. 
The U. S. Army has established a 
wide beachhead and its invasion of 


this resort is being more and more 
consolidated. Of the 329 hotels on 
the beach, the Army intends taking 
over at least 40%. Inasmuch as 
many of the hostelries are either 
dated or too far away from the hub 
of things military, the 135 to 200 
hotels the government will eventual- 
ly lease will be the cream of the 
inns on the beach. 

Those Miami business men and 
hotel owners on the more pessimis- 
tic side are now fearful that the 
Army’s takeover of Miami Beach 
may mean the development of other 
beach towns further up the coast. 
They are afraid that Miami Beach at 
the end of the war will find itself 
*‘out-moded,” or else in the position 
of ‘fighting’ its way back to its place 
of pre-eminence as a winter resort. 

The U. S. Army has already taken 
over 50 hotels, including such top 
spots as the Dempsey-Vanderbilt, 
the Sands, Grossinger’s, Belmar, Na- 
tional, St. Moritz and Boulevard. 


(Continued on page 52) 


Women in Pants 
OK'd by Studios; 
Stars Drop Frills 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Slacks, introduced into Hollywood 
years ago by Marlene Dietrich, are 
recognized now as working clothes 
among the femme employes at Metro, 
RKO and Universal. Understand 
Paramount is letting down the bars 
against female trousers and other 
studios will soon follow along the 
same streamlines. 

Idea is to carry on while the Gov- 
ernment campaign to conserve tex- 
tiles needed for war production. 
Long skirts and unnecessary frills 
are out for the duration, not only 











among the office workers but on the 


sound stages. Six weeks ago the 
Hays office warned producers to 
eliminate all wasteful use of dress 
material in feminine garments on the 
screen, on the theory that Holly- 
wood sets the styles for clothes, not 
only in the big cities but in the 
apple-knocker districts. Most of the 
feminine rainment you will see in 
new pictures are in alignment with 
the dictum sent out last week by the 
Office of Production Management in 
Washington. In war or peace, Hol- 
lywood fashions are a couple of | 
lengths ahead of the field. 


RINGLING CIRCUS RCUS GROSS | 


$52,800 IN 1 DAY (11), 


Ringling-Barnum & Bailey Circus, 
which opened at Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., Thursday (9), jumped 
to capacity by Saturday (11). On 
that day the receipts were reported 
reaching $52,800, there being no half- 
price rates for kids on that after- 
noon. A probable factor in the big 
take is the lifting of the night top 
price to $4.40, but such tickets are 
for the boxes. Strong press was ac- 
corded the performance, and Sun- 
day’s biz was almost as strong as the 
preceding day. 

Around the show it is claimed the 
advance sale is 40% higher than at 
the same period last season. Circus 
missed most of Easter week, when 
New York was thronged with kids 
©n school vacations, but indications 
are that the Big Top will recapture 
the missed trade through the show’s 
general draw. 


+ 


Hit by Real Thing 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Shortage of film flyers is slow- 
ing production on ‘Wake Island’ 
at Paramount. Two years ago 
there were more than 100 pi- 
lots available for picture work. 
Practically all of them are fly- 
ing now in the Army, Navy or 
Ferry Command or instructing 
young birdmen in Government 
schools, 

Herbert L. White, in charge of 
aerial action in the picture, is 
not only looking for aviators 
but for unrestricted flying areas. 
Studio is negotiating with the 
Civil Air Patrol in Utah for 
cooperation. 


HOLLY WDIANS 
IN ARMY DENT 
AGENTS T00 


Not the least financial sufferers of 
the war have been the talent agen- 
cies, particularly those in Hollywood. 
Losing the 10% on salaries like those 
of Frank Capra, Jimmy Stewart, 
Garson Kanin, Lew Ayres and scores 
of other greater and lesser names 
who have been called or volunteered 


for war service has meant a terrific 
slide in agency grosses, 

Amusement boom that is already 
under way and which is expected 
to gain momentum will at least par- 
tially compensate for some of those 
lost commissions, it’ is hoped. De- 
velopment of new faces, of course, to 
take the places of the departed has 
also helped, although the agents al- 
ways have the feeling that they’d 
have had these newcomers, anyway. 

Some of the lesser vaude agents 
around New York have profited 
slightly by the booking of their acts 
in USO-Camp Shows, Inc., units. All 
the agents agreed, however, to take 
no more than 5% commish on these 


(Continued on page 16) 

















Duchin, with Key Men 
Only, Offered Repeat At 


The Copacabana in Rio 


Eddy Duchin has. been offered a 
return date for his band at Copa- 
cabana Casino, Rio de Janeiro, 
where he played last season. Duarte 
Atalaya, operator of the spot, has | 
suggested to Duchin that he reduce 
his band to necessary key men to 
make the trip, thereby bringing 





transportation costs within reason- 
able proportions, then fill out with | 
poe Rio men. 

Atalaya assured Duchin of a 10-12 
| week stay if an arrangement of 
some sort could be made. He ad- 
vised the leader that conditions 
| difficult in his territory presently, 
due to the world situation. He ex- 

;pressed the conviction th it will 
inot be possible to Bondo the 
| business the Casino attracted 
season. 

Duchin flew his 
| Rio last summer at a cost of $15,000 
| paid by Atalaya. He stayed 
|six weeks. 


SOPHIE TUCKER’S SON 
BACK IN PROFESSION 


Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Bert Tucker (son of Sophie Tuck- 
er) came here last week to meet 
lhis new boss, Red Norvo, whose 
band he will manage for the William 
Morris office. Tucker’s chore began 
with Norvo’s engagement at the 
WB deluxer, the Stanley, which be- 
gan Friday (10). 

Tucker has been out of the show 
biz for about 10 years. In the in- 
terim, he’s been in several commer- 
cial enterprises, including shoes and 
drugs. 














Bidu Sayao, Brazilian Glamour Girl | 


are | 


| 


last | 
entire band to | 


there | 








LAFFS, LETTERS 
AND LOOKERS 


Showgirls Who Dance and 
Look Pretty Keep Johnny 
Doughboy Happy—Com- 
ics With Strong Material 
Also Provide Healthy 
Change of Pace 








LIKE LEG SHOWS 





By CAPT. BARNEY OLDFIELD 
Ft. Benning, Ga., April 14. 

It’s been about a year since the 

show business started marshalling its 

forces to throw them into the spare- 

time breach of the soldier’s day and, 


all in all, the man in khaki looks at 
the world a bit better for it. 

Up to this time about 24 USO 
shows have toured the military key 
points of the nation, and great num- 
bers of special shows have been 
cooked up in the big centers of en- 
tertainment and taken to outlying 
army posts. Radio net and indi- 
vidual station programs have been 
played to and used soldiers. 

After all of the theatrical traffic, 
if you were to ask the man in uni- 

(Continied on page 16) 


Nita Naldi In 
Backstage Tiff 
With Nicky Blair 


‘Colonel’ Nicky Blair, Billy Rose’s 
general manager, fired Nita Naldi 
from Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe | 
show last week. And just to make 
sure she wouldn't come back, he al- 
legedly wrapped his fingers around 


her neck and choked her, she 
charged this week. She didn’t come 
back. 


She says, however, her attorney is 
preparing a couple of suits. One 
against Blair for assault, the other 
against the Horseshoe for abrogat- 
ing her run-of-the-play contract. 











Silent screen star, who has been in 
Rose’s a.k. show for more than a 
year, was not seriously damaged by | 


| the pressure-on-the-gullet business, | 


although she claims she required a | 
doctor the following day. 
Exactly what all the fighting was | 
(Continued on page 16) 


| juvenile radio programs. 


Tire Shortage No Bugaboo to Det. 
Roadhouses and Parks This Summer 





Cheap Heel 


Alex Dreier, American, for- 
merly on the Berlin assignment 
for NBC is authority via Mort 
Lewis’ new program, ‘Nothing 
But the Truth,’ for a curious 
footnote to history. He reveals 
that Lord Haw-Haw, most no- 
torious radio figure of this war, 
has turned traitor against his 
native land for very small 
wages. 

His weekly salary is $25. 


RODZINSKI DEFI 
TO COUGHLIN’ 
HAWKERS 


Cleveland, April 14. 

Dr. Artur Rodzinski, director of 
the Cleveland Orchestra, told WGAR 
(11) of recent sidewalk battle with 
so-called United Mothers after 
Civilian Defense Rally (31). 

Walking out of city’s Pubiic audi- 
torium where his symphony fur- 
nished musical background, Rod- 
zinski grabbed handful of Father 
Coughlin’s ‘Social Justice’ from 
hawkers and tossed them on ground. 
Amid taunts of ‘communist’ and 
‘foreigner’, Rodzinski called for 
cops to arrest him. 


‘I’m ar American and a citizen 
and I resent such people as you 
passing out this stuff. I demand to 
be arrested. I want an issue made 
of this.’ He was not arrested. 

Commented city’s leading column- 
ist: ‘Dr. Rodzinski is not the type of 
man who starts street fights. He is 
quiet and courteous. When such a 
man, a Pole by birth, an American 
by choice, and a patriot by instinct, 
starts after these nuisances, it means 
that he has good cause to be 
aroused.’ 


DISNEY VOICES RECORD | 
FOR BOSTON STUDIO 


April 14. 

















“‘Sonen 

‘Snow White’ and 
ing’ from Walt Disney’s ‘Snow White 
jand Seven Dwarfs’ have been 
| brought together in persons of An- 
|drianna Cosilani and Harry Stock- 
well for a series of 


Kasper-Gordon studios here or- 


‘ganized the stunt. 





Of Opera, May Do Carmen for Par 


Bidu Sayao, Brazilian lyric color- 
atura of the Metropolitan, will prob- 
ably close a deal in September to 
make a new film version of Bizet’s} 
‘Carmen’ for Paramount which owns | 
the rights. The soprano has been | 
approached by the film company | 
and expects to be available in late | 
September when she will appear 
with Gaetano Merola’s San Francis- 
co company. 

Sayao, the South American glam- 
our girl of opera, leaves Aprii 24 for 
Buenos Aires and Rio where she will 
sing 24 performances of opera dur- 
ing the summer at $1,500 per at the 
Colon and Teatro Municipale. 

Met is considering a revival of 
‘Guarany,’ only South American 
opera for next season. It was last 
done in 1918 with Enrico Caruso and 
Emmy Destinn. She will also be 
heard in ‘Le Coq d’Or’ and ‘Pelleas 
et Melisande’ at the Met, both new 
roles for her.:~ 


| 








| FRITZ KREISLER’S RETURN 


Considered Tour East of 
Chicago Only 


Carefully 





15 
by the NCAC with the 
opening set for Buffalo, Oct. 13, and 
the closing date Feb. 10 in Baltimore. 
The 67-year-old violinist is one of 
the top b. o. stars of the country and 
still averages between $2,500-$3,500 
a concert. 

The NCAC is carefully routing the 
violinist so as not to tax his strength 
}after his near-fatal auto accident 
last season, and he will not play west 
of Chicago. He will give a Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., recital Jan. 26, 1943, and 
is also booked for dates with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra Jan. 29 and 
30 and with the Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony Jan. 15 and 17: 














| 


| 


‘Prince Charm- || 


transcribed | 


| 
| 


tentative | 


‘en 
| VARIE TY 
|] 
I] 
11 Trade Mark Registered 
 Hhben, vegan igh RY SIME SILVERMAN 
|| Published W orkty by VARIETY, tne 
Side Silverman, President 
||] 154 west 46th Street, New York, N Y 
it eee —- 
| SURSCRIPTION 
Annual $10 Foreign $ii 
Single Copies... Sais a vnes a oe 
it — 
|| Vol. 146 Sess; No. 6 
INDEX 
WE. vs.dcoSachaleditedin 48 
|} Chatter ..... eta ee 
|| Concert-Opera ae 
| Exploitation . ae 
Film Booking C'art......... 18 
' | 
Film Reviews..... a 
House Reviews.... 2 22 | 
|| Inside—Legit ... oo 
Inside—Orchestras ......... 39 
| Inside—Pictures ... ........ 25 
|} Inside—Radio ........ ..... 35 | 
ig | ee Ce 
a a Seeger 49 | 
os a Peay Samet yas ee 
POPE ere 41 
ee ee ees ose SS 
\l} Night Club Reviews........ 47 | 
1 ee Pre Pee 54 1 
iit SMES bio vk oc oe ceo 38 
i: 4 Ser Perr rer aa 
| PR CPP Oe ee 27 
| Radio Reviews....... ...... 32 
og ty. rane lo 
SPUD PW ORWT: ¢ 0 c:k cn cksveces 46 
PRONG ih vases ate ae eee 43 
BAILY VARIETY 
(Published in Hollywood by 
Daily Variety. Ltd.) 
| 310 a year—$12 foreign 
} 





Fritz Kreisler has been booked for | 
concerts for the 1942-43 season | 


Detroit, April 14. 

Roadhouses and amusement parks 
outside Detroit are cheerful about 
business this summer despite the 
Government’s rumored policies on 
gas and tires. There are 200,000 new 
residents of this area. Workmen are 
using folding money again. Authori- 
ties have handicapped Detroit proper 
in the matter of entertainment. 
Hence the expectation that the out- 
lying districts will do well. Typical 
of this attitude was Eastwood Park 
which almost literally knocked off 
ths icicles after last week’s unsea- 
sonal snow to open its carousels and 
other rides far ahead of nominal 
opening day, 

Another factor showmen here note 
is this: among the newcomers to De- 
troit are hillbilly-type workers with 
little experience in big town diver- 
sion. They are thirsty for fun, as 
more ordinary city-dwellers are not. 

Eastwood Park figures on cashing 
in on the tire shortage although nine 
miles out from the city center. 
Where it figures on getting a boost 
out of the tire conservation program 


(Continued on page 16) 


DINAH SHORE SIGNS 
FOR GOLDWYN’S FILM 


Dinah Shore will probably sign to- 
morrow (Thursday) with Sam Golde 
wyn for his forthcoming Bob Hone- 
Dorothy Lamour picture for RKO 
release. Shooting is scheduled for 
this summer. Miss Shore will heve 
a singing spot in the film and, at her 
own request, will be featured, not 
starred. William .Morris agency is 
working out the deal. 


Singer, who céncluded Saturday 
(11) an eight-week engagement in 
the Wedgwood room of the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., continues her own 
Sunday night radio series on the 
Blue and as vocalist on the Eddie 
Cantor program on NBC. both for 
Bristol-Myers. Latter show goes off 
the air for the summer, but Miss 








| Shore’s own program will originate 


on the Coast during production of 
her picture. 
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Hollywood Victory Caravan May 
Total 100 Stars; $750,000 Gross 


- 








Goal of the Hollywood Victory | 
Caravan—the most. distinguished | 
one-night stand company in history 
—will be $750,000. Expenses will 
be held to an absolute minimum so 
that the greatest possible net can be 
turned over to the Army and Navy Hollywood, April 14. 
Relief Funds, which will benefit Robert Lord reports to Ft. Mon- 


IT’S MAJOR ROBT. LORD, 
LIEUT. J. L. WARNER, JR. 

















from the big show being staged by | mouth this week as a Signal Corps 
Thirteen performances the ‘Cara- ducer for 12 years, 
van’ will give will allow for max- Jack L. Warner, Jr., won a first 
imum audience of 159,000, which) lieutenancy in the Photographic Di- 
Local committee in each town makes’ Joseph Robinson in Arkansas 
up its own scale, its stiffness de- - 
pending on size of the auditorium ‘ e 
local will be the big Boston Garden, | Lunt S Cooking Course 
it will run from $1 to $10, which will | N ° ick 
permit a $75,000 gross. In Wash- At $10 ew Gimmi 
play the much smaller Capitol thea- 
tre, gross aimed for is $26,000, with 
the scale $100 for boxes and $10 for 
Enthusiasm of professionals for 
Hollywood Victory Committee is and in the Stage Door Canteen on 
daily adding star names to the troupe West 44th street, N. Y., seems to in- 
eople would be in the ‘Caravan’ has J 
nts been upped to 100. They’ll| performers figuring. Perhaps the 
be augmented by local musicians in most interesting development last 
already been set, with the strong ducting a course in the culinary art, 
likelihood that today’s additions may eight lessons to cost $10. The line 
include Bob Hope and his radio com- | formed immediately, girls who prob- 
Frances Langford, and Spencer jitchen as he does joining the class. 
Tracy and Bing Crosby. 'So did Lynn Fontanne. 
Already sealed for the trip are; whether Lunt is a ‘good cook’ 


the film industry. major. He has been Warners’ pro- 
means an average tap of $5 per seat.| vision of the Signal Corps at Camp 
being played. In Boston, where the) 

ington, with the show scheduled to For N. Y. Canteen Funds 
orchestra. 

and the original estimate that crease, with any number of name 
each town. Fourteen people hav€ week was Alfred Lunt’s idea of con- 
pany, including Jerry Colonna and aply know as much about the 
Joan Bennett, Charles Boyer, James qoesn’t much matter. He explained 


Cagney, Cary Grant, Olivia De-' that he would demonstrate how the 
Havilland, Laurel & Hardy, Merle simpler dishes should be prepared, 
Oberon, Eleanor Powell,  Ris€ what with the war and so forth. 


Stevens, Desi Arnaz, Frank McHugh, That js probably an out. Tuition 
'money goes to the Canteen, classes 
Mark Sandrich, who is doing thet pe held at the American Theatre 


production, has guaranteed that Wing headquarters, 730 Fifth avenue. 











WILLIE HOWARD 


Sixth successful week, “Priorities of 


1942” at the 46th 

New York. 

“For Willie Howard is one of the 

great funny men of the American 

stage. You can turn him loose any- 

where, on a street corner or in a 

$200,000 extravaganza, and he'll have 

everybody howling.” 

ROBERT SYLVESTER, 
Dally News, N. Y. 


PAR LOOKING 
AHEAD IN CASE 
OF DRAFT 


—_—_—--—_—— 


Street Theatre, 








Paramount has asked all depart- 
ment heads to make a check on per- 
sonnel to determine ages and status 
with respect to the draft. Because of 





every player will actually take part At the Canteen Lunt has been 
in the show, that there will be nO watching what is discarded from the | 
bows and ‘So glad to be here.’ TO trays with the idea of learning what 


that end, Victory Committee has| tne poys in the armed forces don’t | 
lined up top writers to turn out Ma- | pelish. 


(Continued on page 50) Canteen is jammed nightly, al- 





JOLSON AND HARPO GOT | sexe 
BIGGEST CAMP CROWD 


That indicated that fewer | 
men were on furlough, or had been 


|tan district. Clocker’s figures were | 
that 13,349 boys in uniform visited | 


Al Jolson and Harpo Marx hold . 
: sstetan “te ¢ the spot. 
the marks for coher ata © OP | Broadway musicals, acts, and | 
number of soldiers of the aPProXxl- | juests ot boner .im. anatinéed pro- | 


mately 25 screen names who have 
toured Army camps and Navy bases 
under USO-Camp Shows, Inc., ban- ; 
mer since January. Jolson in 10] 


Harpo Marx in 16 days to. 57.000 CAMEL STARTS ANOTHER 
“CARAVAN FROM COAST. 


Mickey Rooney is close behind 
50.000 in only three days. 

Number of boys played to by va- 
rious performers no means a/| 


direct gauge of popularity 
(Continued on page 25) 


| fusion provided diversion for the 
| boys during the week. 





Is DY 
except | Hollywood, April 14. 

William Esty agency is assembling 
|having delegated Katy Dixon to 
|}round up a troupe of 25. Entertain- 
'ers will make a tour of Coast camps, 
the first pitch being at Camp Haan, 
Riverside, April 27. 


L. B. MAYER’S USO POST 
As a Salute to Hollywood—Camp | 
Shows Also Lauded by Hoving | near 
-- - other caravan is 


now in Panama. 
Louis B. Mayer has been elected | No talent has been selected yet 
@e director of the USO. He was/|other than Pinky Tomlin, who will 


| 


nominated by Walter Hoving, chair- | serve as emcee, 
man of the board, as a representa- 
tive Hollywood figure, in recogni- 
tion of large-scale contribution of 


Dick Marvin, radio 
head of the Esty agency, is due here 
April 20 to get the unit started. 


| teen 


| which 


{talent for another Camel Caravan, | 


Camel’s | 


the war and a possible drain on em- 
ployees, company may have to make 
plans for the training of persons who 
can act as substitutes. 

Not improbable that substitutes 
may be brought in for instruction on 


| though the actual count of those en-| jobs that may be forced open as a 
tertained and given refreshment was | resy]t of the draft. 
somewhat under that of the previous, 





| switched away from the Rodan Joe Louis Will Preem 


D. C.’s Colored Canteen 





Washington, April 14. 
Private Joe Louis is coming to 
Washington to open what is equiva- 
lent to the first Stage Door can- 
for colored soldiers. Opening 
date will be fixe® when Soldier 

Louis arranges for his furlough. 
Abe Lichtman, owner of the Licht- 
man theatres, is backing the venture, 
will be known as Leisure 
Lodge and will be located at 1439 
U Street, Northwest. Lichtman sup- 
plies the site and most of the fur- 
nishings, and the operation 


tion of patriotic colored women. 
Everything will be free with a serv- 
|ice uniform admission. 

In Army circles the gossip is that 
Private Louis will be given a cor- 
poral’s chevrons as soon as he fin- 
|ishes his basic training, and that be- 
| fore the summer is over the heavy- 
| weight champion will be wearing a 

sergeant’s decoration on his sleeves. 


the film industry to USO in money, | #F FFF *4O446466644666646646466664446444666664646464646444064 


time and effort. 
that 
the 


talent, 
Hoving suggested 
be represented 


Hollywood | 
board after | ¢ 


on 


the industry volunteered to produce 
a sock eight or 10-minute short, ai ¢ 
trailer and a tremendous broadcast |! 


Lieut. Oscar Johnson, USN 


for the USO campaign for $32,000,- | 
St. Louis, April 14 


000. which gets under way May 1]. 
Show activity | 


business’ particular 


Oscar Johnson, millionare ange] 
in USO—Camp Shows. Inc.—recent- | and prez of the St. Louis symph orch 
ly was called by Hoving probably | society, last week quit the Army to 
the most successful single USO op-| accept a commission as Lieutenant, 
eration. CSI activity will be played Johnson. 


senor grade, in the Navy. 
now 38, was inducted into the Army 
last summer, but after’ several 


up greatly in the coming camnaign | 
for coin, Hoving said. He declared 
aiso that the War Department and! months was discharged because he 
Washington officials were delighted | was more than 28. He was called 
with the way CSI has handled things | back into the Army last January and 
a hg the Hollywood contribu- | became a first-class private at Camp 
ion to it. rowder, i 

Georse J. Schaefer. RKO prexy, | . He + Ra assigned to the Quon- 
recently informed the USO that he! set Point, R. I. Naval station. 
would look into the possibility of | 
the organization getting a share of : 
the proceeds from ‘Forever and 4 Marry MacBeuslé seins 
Day,’ the film to which all English | Harry MacDonald, 22, son — 
players and technicians have con- | Charlie MacDonald, RKO division 
tributed their services. It will be | ™anager, left to join the army last 
ready for distribution shortly, | Thursday (9). He’s the fourth of 
Schaefer said. Plen is for half the | the MacDonalds to be in active serv- 
proceeds to go to British War Relief | !€®- 
and the other half to an American | Greatgrandfather was in the Civil 
charity, which the RKO head hopes | War, grandfather was in the Span- 


to make USO. | ish-American War and _§ father, 





Uncle Sam's Roll Call 


SEES HEFPESEOGEG 44464 464664646646664646646444646664464444646464 


Charlie, first joined 
Army during World War I and later 


served with the American forces. 
Lynn Farnel a Major 

! — . * 

| Lynn Farnol, who went into the 


| Army as a captain last spring, was 
lupped to a major last week. He'll 
|continue in charge of public rela- 
ltions for the First Air Force, head- 
|quartered at Mitchell Field, Long 
‘Island. He has also been named 
|aide to Major General Follett Brad- 
jley, commander of the First Air 
| Force. 


Public relations business which 
|Farnol established in New York 
| after leaving publicity-advertising 
chieftainship at United Artists, and 
| before joining the Army, continues 
;under Burt Champion's supervision. 
'Recent accounts added include 
Rogers Construction Co., a Bethle- 


(Continued on page 52) 
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| OTHER WAR NEWS 
On Pages 25 and 52 





will be | 
by the Pollyanna Club, an organiza- | 


| emergency 


the Canadian | 








By EUGENE WEST 
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I used to hear him rave about the 


And what he did in ‘next to shut’ 


Today I met him face to face and 


This clown who used to sleep till 


And don’t let people tell you that 


And when we've won our Victory 


+++ +44.4 4.44.4. 444 4 A 4 4 + A. 
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write-ups he had earned, 


And by the hour he would brag of star parts he had spurned; 
And when he played in pictures how he used to steal a scene, 
And how he layed them in the aisle in Fargo and Racine; 

He boasted of his triumphs when he played for RKO, 


in Troy and Buffalo. 


BUT 


he knocked me off my feet, 


For he was in a uniform and, boy, did he look neat! 
Yes, every inch a soldier and not a sign of Ham, 


noon has booked with Uncle Sam; 


He’s thrown away the makeup box, he’s shouldering a gun; 
He’s left his world of make-believe, his mind no more on fun; 
No longer does he seek applause and no more does he brag, 
He’s grim and mighty serious—he’s fighting for the Flag. 


actors will not fight, 


For actors love this country, too, with all their soul and might; 


and peace they do declare, 


Remember that the Actor has also done his share. 





14,000-Acre Texas Ranch 
For Patriotic Spec To 
Sell $25,000,000 Bonds 


San Antonio, April 14, 

This city’s part in the most spec- 
tacular patriotic rally ever to be 
held in the United States, scheduled 
to take place on the 14,000-acre Flat 
Top ranch in Bosque county, was 
announced here by Mayor C. K. 
Quin of this city. A local delegation 
will be selected by the mayor to 
attend the mammoth rally, which 
will be attended by scores of top 
government officials, and film and 
radio stars and which is expected 
to bring about the sale of over $25,- 
000,000 worth of defense bonds. 


In conference with the mayor here 
were Clyde O. Eastus, U. S. district 
attorney at Dallas; Joe H. Jones, 
his assistant, and Edward I. Lee of 
this city, who were discussing plans 
for the rally. 

According to Eastus, invitations to 
attend the rally have already been 
accepted by James A. Farley, former 
postmaster general; Secretary of the 
Treasury, Henry Morgenthau, Jr.; 
Wendell L. Willkie, Eddie Cantor, 
Bob Hope, Kate Smith and Mickey 
Rooney. 

According to the d. a., Henry Luce, 
publisher and editor of Time, Life 
Magazine and Fortune, will also at- 
tend and bring along a crew con- 
sisting of a photographic and edi- 
torial staff, and they will devote an 
entire issue to the rally. The Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. will devote 
a three-hour program to the affair 
and all of the leading newsreel com- 
panies will cover it. 

Hundreds of wealthy Texas ranch- 
ers have stated that they intend to 
buy $100.000 worth of bonds each. 
|The ranchers will also pay for the 
cost of the rally, estimated at $150,- 
|}000. Entertainment will also include 
la rodeo and barbecue. 

The Flat Top ranch is about 160 
miles north of this city. The owner, 
who is remaining anonymous, is do- 
|nating the facilities for the rally 
| which is to be held at a date to be 
announced within the next several 
days. 


‘FILM EXTRAS DEMAND 
"RATING FOR WAR WORK 








Hollywood, April 14. 
Film extras. serving as air raid 
| wardens, auxiliary firemen and other 
tasks, are demanding a 
| special rating for studio jobs through 
| Central Casting. 


Idea that many patriotically-| 
inclined extras, stand-ins and other 
i studio. workers have missed tele- 


| phone calls while doing their Amer- 
jican duties during blackouts. Ques- 
| tion is being nassed along to Howard 
'R. Philbrick, general manager of 
Central Casting. 





N. Y. to L.A. 


Ralph Blane. 
Margaret Brayton. 
Gary Breckner, 
Eddie Buzzell. 
Harry Cohn. 
Charles K. Feldman. 
James Fonda. 

Bill Goetz. 

Mark Hellinger. 
Hedda Hopper. 

Bill Perlberg. 

Hugh Martin. 
Samson Raphaelson. 
H. M. Richey. 
William Rodgers. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Darry! Zanuck. 





Mellett Sets 
26 War Shorts 
With Hollywood 


~ Hollywood, April 14. 

Shorts based on subjects vital to 
this country’s war effort will be 
produced by the industry, with 26 
briefies to be delivered to the Gov- 
ernment in the next six months. 
Schedule was announced following 
meeting here with Lowell Mellett, 
U. S. Film Coordinator, who returns 
east, leaving Nelson Poynter here as 
his rep. Poynter is on loanout from 
the Coordinator of Information. 

Feature talent and top writers to 
be used, with the Government mak- 
ing accessible all its agencies, 








$N. Y. Stage Door 
: Canteen Capers $ 


» a An i in i 


By RADIE HARRIS 
Chairman Entertainment 
Committee 

Alfred Lunt, who is handling the 
garbage at the Canteen all week (and 
this isn’t a publicity stunt, either), 
was interrupted by one of the kitchen 
staff. who said they had a hurry-up 
call for chocolate sauce, and did he, 
by any chance, know how to make 
it? 

Lunt replied that it was a recipe 
| he hadn’t attempted in 15 years, but 
he’d do his best. A few minutes 
| later he turned up with a confection 
| that out-Schraffted Schraffts, and 
|smothered the layer cakes with it. 
| Immediately thereafter he went back 
to the garbage witht a more personal 
|interest. He was anxious to see if 
| there was any chocolate sauce left 
over! 


Fs ard tere ne 
7. 
+ 
+ 











Tallulah Bankhead, who is a rabid 
Quiz Kids fan, was so disappointed 
when she was told they couldn’t ride 
over to the Canteen in her limousine, 
but had to go in taxis...until she 
learned that if anything happened to 
them in her car, she would be sued 
for for $1,000,000! 








When Laird Cregar (all 240 pounds 
of him) was introduced to the boys 
| of the Canteen he acknowledged the 
isendoff by saying: “There are three 
| (Continued on page 25) 


———— 


L.A. to N. Y. 


Joseph Bernhard. 
Mort Blumenstock. 
Charles Buckley. 
Charles Coburn. 
Jackie Cooper. 
Donald Crisp. 
John Cullom. 

D. A. Doran. 

Dr. Assis de Figueiredo. 
John C. Flinn. 
Paulette Goddard. 
Mose Gumble. 
Leland Hayward. 
Tom Harrington. 
Bert Kalmenson. 
Sol Lesser. 

Tom Lewis. 
Lowell Mellett. 
Barrett McCormick. 
Martha O'Driscoll. 
Jean Rogers. 
Gradwell Sears. 
Charles Skouras 
Leo Spitz. 
Charles Vanda. 

Ed Weisl. 

Loretta Young. 
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RKO’s Cash Situation Improved 
By Receipt of $850,000 in British 
Coin Plus $250,000 Collections 








George J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, 
arrived from the Coast Monday (13) 
to resume conferences on budgeting 
and lining up product for last half 
of current season and likely take up 


plans for next season’s studio output. 
Meeting of RKO board of directors 
to discuss studio operations and 
financing was scheduled for yester- 
day (Tuesday). 

Of immediate concern was matter 
of getting RKO’s sixth block of pic- 
tures into the hands of the distribu- 
tion department, and getting com- 
pany’s own production slate under 
way. 

Retention of Walt Disney shorts 
distribution and signaturing of new 
deal to distribute three Samuel Gold- 
wyn production, including ‘Pride of 
the Yankees,’ which had been ex- 
pected, were favorable developments 
in company’s affairs. In addition, 
cash position of the picture company 
affiliate has also been greatly im- 
proved as a result of receipts on 
April 3 of $850,000 of RKO rental 
coin which had been frozen in Brit- 
ain. This is approximately $300,000 
more than had been expected by 
RKO execs. 

Further easing the cash box situa- 
tion was the drive on collections, 
which brought approximately $250,- 
000 into RKO coffers in recent weeks. 
RKO’s $850,000 from United King- 
dom rentals is part of the $10,400,000 
which U. S. majors received as a re- 
sult of recent British unfreezing of 
credits. 

Meantime, at annual meeting of 
stockholders of Keith-Albee-Orphe- 
um held April 8 the RKO parent 
company for first time in many years 
exercised voting control rights, with 
result that two RKO reps were ap- 
pointed directors of K~A-O. Gordon 
Youngman, RKO attorney, and Hugh 
S. Robertson, RKO director, were 
elected to fill vacancies created by 
previous resignation of D. K. David 
and John J. McCaffrey. Other K-A-O 
directors reelected were Malcolm 
Kingsberg, N. Peter Rathvon, George 
J. Schaefer, L. P. Yandell and Mon- | 
roe Goldwater. 


Wis. Group of Exhibs 
Urges a ‘Coordinator 
Of Defense Trailers’ 


Milwaukee, April 14. 
Exhibs here assert one of the big- 
gest bugaboos of the day is the ap- 
parently indiscriminate booking of 
Overlapping defense trailers and that 
either the industry itself or the 
Government ought to add just one 


more official to the existing formid- | 


able list—a ‘Coordinator of Defense 
Trailers.’ Theatre ops want to do 
all they can to win the war and are | 
willing and glad to run a defense 
trailer every show, but they can’t | 
crowd two or three of them into 
every program. 

Confusion is said to be due to 
the fact that Fox will rush trailer's 
out to the exhibs, then before they 
can be put on the screen Warner or 
Metro or somebody else rushes in 
other trailers. Exhibs just have to 
use their own judgment and use 
what they can when they can, but 
they'd like to see some system put 
into the overlapping bookings. 





94% Using ’Em 
Poll of theatres taken last week 
by the War Activities Committee to 
determine whether exhibitors are 
playing Government shorts regularly 
shows that 94% of the theatres 
pledged have been including Vic- 
tory films in every performance 
daily. 
Approximately 12,000 theatres of 
the 13,000 pledged to show the films 
are using them regularly. 


+ 
i 


Block That Season 


Hollywood, April 14. 

‘Block That Kiss,’ which 
started out as a football tale at 
Paramount, has been jerked off 
the gridiron and tossed into a 
baseball background. Studio’s 
explanation is that the picture 
cannot be released in time for 
the pigskin season and will be 
wrapped in a horsehide cover 
for the bleacher fans in the 
spring of 1943. 

The title will naturally be 
changed along with the athletic 
technique. 


4G SAVINGS 
ANNUALLY FOR 
DISTRIBS 


Distributors stand to save in the 
neighborhood of $400,000 annually 
from conservation of materials if this 
policy is continued at the present 
rate even without further Govern- 
ment restrictions, according to sev- 
eral distribution and sales chiefs. 
Savings would be effected mostly in 
the operation of the exchanges, 

Savings anticipation via priority 
restrictions are currently estimated 
at rate of $50,000 annually for one 
major distrib alone. Since this cur- 
tailment does not hinder normal 
business activity some distribs be- 
lieve that wartime policies will be 
maintained permanently and now 
wonder why similar system was not 
in general use until now. 


Except for calls on manpower, ex- 
change and distribution setup for the 




















time being appears to be a branch of 
| tlhe industry likely to be least af- 
|fected by priorities and other war- 
| time measures 

With exception of automobiles, 
| distribution offices. are not consum- 
lers of any appreciable quantities of 
materials, exchange installations be- 
| ing of a more or less permanent na- 
|ture and dollar volume of office sup- 
| ceo being smaller in proportion 
than most other industries of com- 
ie snaps. 


URGES BOYCOTT ON 











Blast against all Sacha Guitry 
films, accompanied by proposal that 
lpicture patrons stay away from | 
| them, came from George Fisher, film 


/commentator, over the Mutual net 
| during his Sunday (12) afternoon 
broadcast. 

| Fisher condemned Guitry, long 
| known as an ardent Franco-German 
| ‘eollaborat ionist,, for his pro-Nazi 
| tendencies and urged U. S. audi- 
lences not to support his product. 


Dope is that Guitry is an honorary 
Aryan. 

Guitry has, from all accounts, been 
making pictures for release by com- 
panies dominated by the Nazis. His 
latest to be released in the United 
States is a sexy comedy entitled 
‘Nine Bachelors.’ 


Schlesinger’s WB Slate 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Starting his 13th year with War- 
ners, Leon Schlesinger has set this 
year’s quota at 26 Merrie Melodies, 
13 Looney Tunes. 

Technicolor to be used on six sub+ 
| jects, in response to exhibitor pref- 
erence. 











GUITRY’S PIX IN U.S. 
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NEW ANALYSIS 
WANTS TO KNOW 


Seeks Answer to Present 
Non - Attendance, and 
Hopes to Halt Further De- 
fections—Also Bolster B. 
O. Receipts by Millions— 
Gallup, Ross-Federal Men- 
tioned to Do Survey 








NO WILD GOOSE CHASE 





Fact that the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Assn. on the Coast has been 
mulling an all-industry survey this 
week revived the long-considered 
market analysis idea for the film 
business, The Hays office in N. Y. 
has attempted to persuade the Mo- 


tion Picture Producers & Distribu- 
tors Assn. directorate to back a com- 
prehensive research study of the in- 


dustry several times in the last eight| . 


years, and understood that it is slated 
to come up for consideration again 
at the next directors’ session. 
Market analysis by reputable sur- 
vey agency such as Gallup, Ross- 
Federal or Elmo Roper would be un- 
dertaken now as a means of further 
streamlining the film business and 
fully realizing on biz potentialties. 
While such a survey would cover 
many phases of the industry, the 
most prominent one to be probed 
would be to learn why former mo- 


(Continued on page 20) 


Labor Shortage 
In Pic Studios 
Curbs Speedup 


Hollywood, April 14. , 

Rush of production by major stu- 
dios to build up a backlog of com- 
pleted pictures, in case of Govern- 
mental curtailment, has caused a 
shortage of skilled labor, particularly 
among the painters. Motion Pictur. 
Painters Local 644 was unable last 
week to furnish enough qualified 
workers to answer calls from Para- 
mount, Universal and other plants. 
Most of the men already on the job 
were working overtime. 

Plans to pool skilled technicians, 
acting talent and equipment are be- 
ing discussed here by attorneys rep- 
resenting the eastern and western 
activities of the film industry. From 
the east are Austin Keough, J. Rob- 
ert Rubin and Joseph Hazen, in con- 
ference with Herbert Freston, Men- 
del Silberberg and Maurice Ben- 
jamin, Coast lawyers, to determine 
what will be done if war restrictions 
grow more stringent. 





Film execs are worried over the 
prospect of top male stars being | 
drafted into the Army, of skilled 


technicians being inducted into war 
production factories, and of studio 
mechanics, woodworkers, electricians 
and cameramen moving intaq mili- 
tary craftsmanship. 

Producers are trying to work out 
an understanding on future deliv- 
eries of metals, raw film and other 
priority materials needed in picture- 
making. 





Gold-Plating ‘Silver’ 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Harry Sherman, top western pro- 
ducer at Paramount, sent ‘Silver 
Queen’ before the cameras, not as a 
western, but as a high-budget drama 
of American history. There are no 
cowboys pausing in the midst of a 
chase to say ‘they went thataway, 
sheriff.’ 

Feature is directed by Lloyd Ba- 
con, with George Brent and Priscilla 


| Lane in the romantic roles. 


WHERE ARE LOST FILM FANS? 








Greater Zanuck Power Held Likely 
In 20th Via Skouras-Willkie Choices; 


More Hollywood 


Influence on Board 





Yippee Priority 





On way to Washington to 
meet with priorities officials 
last week, Arthur Greenblatt, 
Producers Releasing Corp., 
cracked to Steve Broidy, Mono- 
gram, ‘You've got no priorities 
to worry about. All you need is 
an okay to use another horse.’ 

‘You’ve got even less to worry 
about,’ responded Broidy. ‘All 
you need is a rope ladder for 
your cowboy star to climb onto 
his horse with.’ 


K.0. DUALS NOT 
THE ANSWER 
TO WPB 


Proposal to eliminate double fea- 
tures as answer to all priority prob- 
lems affecting film industry, which 
was forwarded as a suggestion to 
the War Production Board by a 
prominent producer, is being hotly 
contested by majority of producer- 
distributors as well as minor league 
outfits. 

Case against dualling, so far spon- 
sored by a minority of one, is re- 
garded as most obnoxious proposal 
so far because of the fact that it 
came from within the industry. 

Understood, however, that method 
of solving materia] difficulties by 
Governmental decree limiting pic- 
ture houses to single bills is not 











being given serious consideration by | 


the WPB. 


Steinbeck’s $300,000 
Film Price Idea For 





His ‘Moon Is Down’ | 





Price set by John Steinbeck on film | 


rights to his book and legiter, ‘The| 
Moon Is Down,’ is $300,000. If the} 
figure is achieved, which is con-/| 


sidered unlikely, although something 
near it is not, it would be a modern- 
day record. High currently is the 
$285,000 Paramount gave for ‘Lady 
in the Dark.’ 

Steinbeck is anxious to make a 
quick sale, with the picture releas- 
able next winter, 


long the show runs, because he feels | 
it has a message that he wants to| 
get to the greatest number of people | With 
With | 


in the shortest space of time. 
every major company interested, a 
quick sale is highly probable. 

Film company editors were, 


jin the legit production after the ex- | 
book. They | 


cellent reviews on the 
figure it a topnotch film bet, how- 
ever, because of the material avail- 


ij able in the book. 





Silvers Heads Capitol 


Holiywood, April 14. 





Bill Silvers, brother of Lou and | 


Sid, was signed as general manager 
of Gross Capitol Productions. 

Production unit is making ‘Snuffy 
Smith’ comedy features, based on the 
Billy DeBeck cartoon, for Monogram 
release. 





20TH ENCORES JOHNSON 
Hollywood, April 14. 
Twentieth-Fox handed 
Johnson a new one-year contract as 
story editor, beginning May 1. 
Johnson has been 10 years in, the | 
same job. 


like | 
| the reviewers, generally disappointed | 


Julian | 


Naming of Spyros Skovras and 
Wendell Willkie to top spots in 20th 
Century-Fox last week is seen as 
marking the ascendency of Darryl 
F. Zanuck’s influence in the com- 
pany. Although Chase National 
Bank, by virtue of its stock hold- 
ings, still can outvote the Zanuck- 
Schenck-Goetz ownership group in 
a showdown, Zanuck emerges from 
the current exec changes as the 
dominant personal figure in the com- 
pany. 

As a result, several shifts in the 
executive forces of the company are 
foreseen to bring the roster in line 
with Zanuck’s ideas. Among those 
foreseen as very possibly being 
swept out are men who have been 
at 20th by virtue of their link with 
the late Sidney R. Kent. 

Skouras was the choice for the 
presidency of Zanuck, Joe Schenck 
and Billi Goetz, who, among them, 
control about 19% of the company’s 
outstanding voting stock, as against 
above 40% which can be voted by 
Chase. Winthrop Aldrich, chairman 
of the bank’s board, and H. Donald 
Campbell, its prez, were reported 
at first partial to Hermann G. Place, 
100% a bank man, for the topper at 
20th. However, Aldrich and Camp- 
bell have confidence in Skouras be- 
cause of the success he’s made for 
them of National Theatres. They’ve 
been consulting him recently on vir- 
tually all their film deals. 


Bank’s Men Off Board 


Evidence of the production 
group’s gain is the removal of three 
purely bank appointees to the board 
and substitution of Zanuck and Wil- 
liam Goetz in two of the spots. Off 
the board went Wilfred J. Eadie, 
company comptroller; Felix A. Jen- 
kins, secretary, and Edwin P. Kilroe, 
counsel. Naming of Zanuck, Goetz, 
Skouras and Willkie filled the three 
vacancies, plus that‘ created by 
Kent’s death. 

In addition, it is reported, another 
bank man, Sydney Towell, treasurer, 
may resign from the board when the 
newly-constituted board meets after 
the annual stockholders’ conclave 
next Tuesday (21). The spot may 
|}go to another Zanuck designee. 
Entrance of Tom Connors into the 
| company from Metro recently was a 
victory for Z-S-G group a!so, and his 
upping last week from sales chief 
to v.p. in charge of sales was still 
another. Kent opposed Connors’ 
coming into 20th, but gave in with- 
out too much battle, recognizing his 


| 





ability. Fact, however, that he’s the 
Zanuck group’s appointee is clear 
from the quick asquiescence of 
Metro to his departure. Metro- 


Goldwyn-Mayer and the 20th pro- 
duction trio are closely allied 


no matter how| through Nick and Joe Schenck being 


brothers, and Goetz being Louis B, 
Mayer’s son-in-law. 

Zanuck thus controlling 
domestic distribution, death of 
Walter J. Hutchinson Saturday (11) 
| will open the way for him also to 
gain the appointment of his own man 
as foreign sales chief. The man, it 
is understood, will be Ben 


329. «Des 
siKCiy 


Miggins, for many years European 
| manager for Fox. Kent's virtually 
last official act, it is said, was the 


firing of Miggins be-ause he felt 
Miggins was doing nothing but 
spending his time with Zanuck. 
Miggins had been back in the U. S. 
since the Germans took Paris, with 
little to do but still on the pay- 
; roll. 


Willkie OK All ’Round 


Willkie is understood to have been 
equally acceptabie to both sides at 
Fox. His appointment as board 
chairman, in fact, has bee.: univer- 
sally greeted as a fine thing for the 


entire film industry. It has been 
emphasized, however, that he will 
take no administrativ. duties, but 


merely as an adviser in the role of 
special counsel. His law firm, Will- 
kie, Owen, Otis, Farr & Gallagher, 
| has been named to do special legal 
work for Fox. Wiilkie will receive 


(Continued on page 55) 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 15, 1942 





lf Any Theatre Shutting Becomes 
Necessary, One Day a Week Should 
Be Sufficient to Aid the War Effort 








Proposal of certain priorities of- 
ficials to shutter one-third of na- 
tion’s motion picture theatres is not 
being received favorably by the in- 
dustry or individual exhibitors. They 


feel that closing down any percent- 
age of presently operated film 
houses for the duration is the wrong 
approach to this problem of con- 
serving electricity, manpower, coal, 
etc. Showmen are convinced that 
things might be accomplished so 
much better by closing theatres but 
one day per week. 

Closing one or two days weekly 
also is looked on with favor by ex- 
hibitors themselves, if any shut- 
down is necessary. Exhib statisti- 
cians point out that but a one-day 
per week shuttering would elim- 
inate 780,000 operating days annual- 
ly, while closing a third of all film 
theatres (figuring 15,000 now in op- 


eration in both instances) would 
eliminate only 1,825,000 playing 
days. 


This once-weekly shutdown could 
be done on Monday, or some other 
off day, with theatres handling pa- 
trons on following two days. This 
method, too, would not disturb pay- 
rolls, work no hardship on exhibit- 
ors or employees and at the same 
time would accomplish any purpose 
sought by the priority groups. If 
need be, a second day each week 
could be added to the shutdown 
schedule, but few in the business 
feel this is essential, at least not 
just yet. 


FIRE RAZES THEATRE 
AND DAMAGES ANOTHER 


The Kee, Kewanee, Ill., was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire Sunday (12) | 
and the Plaza, located next door to | 
it was seriously damaged and is | 
closed. Both houses are operated by | 
Great States, subsidiary of Para- 
mount. 

While the Plaza may be repaired 
and returned to operation, it is doubt- 
ful if the Kee can be rebuilt due to 
war priorities and scarcity of the 
required materials. Extent of the 
damage in money is not reported. 


Eastman Stresses War 














Effort; $21,588,790 Net 





Active part Eastman Kodak Co. is 
playing in the U. S. war effort is em- 
phasized in the complete annual re- 
port which went to stockholders last 
week. The net profit of $21,588,790, 
about $1,500,000 ahead of 1940, de- 
spite net sales of $172,991,349, which 
were highest in company history, 
was previously reported by the com- 
pany in prelim statement. 

Photography as a weapon and a 





tool were outlined, together with the 


many special printing and recording | 


devices the Eastman Co. has devised 
for wartime usage. Intricate instru- 
ments for use with anti-aircraft 
guns, never before made by the com- 
pany, also are now being turned out. 





HOOSIER NEIGHBOR? 


Fleck of Indianians to Attend Fete 
in N. Y. City 








Will Hays, David Palfreyman, an 
assistant to Hays, and Wendell 
Willkie, newly elected chairman of 
the 20th-Fox directorate, will be 
among the honor guests of the in- 
dustry at the Sons of Indiana cele- 
bration, April 24, at Essex House, 
N. Y. 

Besides these, the session of New 
York City Hoosiers also will host 
Steve Hanagan, Roy Howard, U. S. 
Senator Ray Willis and Brig. Gen- 
eral Lewis B. Hershey. Hershey, 
Palfreyman and Senator Willis all 
hail from Angola, Ind. 





‘CONEY’ LEADS SET 

Hollywood, April 14 

Ann Rutherford, who _ recently 
transferred from Metro to 20th-Fox, 
draws the femme lead in ‘Coney 
Island’ opposite George Montgomery. 
Filming starts early in May with 
Irving Cummings directing and Wil- 
liam Perlberg , producing: . 


— 


IMPERTURBABLE ORIENTAL 


Jap (Pro-U.S.) Editer Worried About 
‘Variety’ Film Reviews 





Film exhibition and film reviewing 
apparently goes on as usual in Hono- 
lulu, despite the Pearl Harbor attack 
and the vast defense enterprises that 
ensued. ‘Variety’ last week received 
the following letter, dated March 6, 
from James T. Hamada, film editor 
of The Nippu Jiji, Japanese language 
paper in Honolulu: 

‘This is to let you know that my 
‘Variety’ hag been coming through 
despite the upset shipping schedules 
due to the Pacific war. However, 
one issue—the Nov. 26, 1941—has 
failed to arrive. If you have any 
back numbers, would you tear off the 
film reviews pages and send them to 
me? I am keeping a file of all the 
‘Variety’ reviews for check-up pur- 
poses. Thanks.’ 

Hamada enclosed the front page of 
the English section of The Nippu 
Jiji to show that, despite the fact 
most of the paper is in Japanese, it 
is ‘okay.’ It is published under spe- 
cial authority of the office of the 
military governor. 


Par, Jackson, Miss., 
In Abortive Defi 
To Sabbath Laws 


Memphis, April 14. 
Paramount, largest showhouse in 
Jackson, Miss., on Sunday (12) de- 
fied state’s venerable Sabbath closing 
statute, which legislature recently 
failed to change in four attempts, 


but the defiance failed when police 
descended before a large. audience, 
composed primarily of soldiers from 
the Jackson Air Base, could witness 
more than the animated cartoon. 
Gendarmes closed the house and 
hustled manager Henry Seel to jail. 
He was released to appear in City 
Court Monday (13), where he de- 
manded a jury trial, which Judge 
Leon Henricks denied on grounds 
would set a precedent. Judge finally 
postponed hearing to Friday after- 
noon. Seel is only liable to a $50 
fine if convicted, but he could not 
operate. 

This is the first serious effort to 
operate pix in Jackson on Sunday 
in history. Soldiers lined up at the 
boxoffice long before theatre opened, 
the manager obviously trying to 
crystalize public sentiment behind 
his opposition to the Blue Laws. 
He pointed out that baseball was 
under way at the very time his show 
was pinched and a drive-in cinema 
operated in county just outside of 
Jackson, was unmolested. Also that 
movies operate habitually in the 
Mississippi delta and resort cities 
along the Gulf Coast. The Para- 
mount is this state’s finest theatre. 











Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, April 14. 

James Craig's player option lifted 
by RKO. 

Beverly Jean Saul’s minor contract 
with Metro approved by Superior 
Court. 

Patty Hale, 6, had her contract re- 
newed by Warners. 

Jack Henley handed scripting 
ticket by Columbia. 

Edmund Gwenn 
Metro. 

Helen Harrison signed acting con- 
tract with Hal Roach. 

Annie Rooney, singer and dancer, 
signed player contract at Metro. 

Russell Wade drew acting ticket 
at RKO. 

James Warren inked player pact 
at Metro. 

Ted North’s player option lifted by 
20th-Fox. 

Albert Dekker’s contract renewed 
by Paramount. 

Wally Westmore renewed as chief 
of Paramount’s makeup department. 

Albert Maltz drew new writing 
ticket at Paramount. 


Charlie Skouras 
Spurs NT Mgrs. 
Drive for Spyros 


San Francisco, April 14. 

All division managers of National 
Theatres are being called into New 
York April 20 for their first getto- 
gether with Charlie Skouras in his 
capacity as new operating head of 
the entire chain. 

Scheduled for discussion will be 
the spurring on of the Spyros 
Skouras drive in an effort to bring 
it to an all-time top as a gesture to 
the new 20th-Fox prexy. 


MULL NEW DISNEY-RKO 
SELLING PLAN FOR ’42-43 


New method of distribution of 
Walt Disney shorts next season is 
under discussion at RKO. 

*Possibility is being considered of 
selling Disney cartoons On an an- 
nual basis instead of by series, as 
currently. 


F. Lloyd Back to Megging 
After One More Pic at U 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Edwin L. Marin directs tHt last 
preduction by Frank Lloyd at Uni- 
versal, ‘The Invisible Spy.’ 

Understood: Lloyd has given up 
production ideas and is-going back 
to his old job of directing when he 
winds up his present assignment, 











inked pact at 























‘Kings Row’ Switched 
Warners has re-tagged ‘Kings Row’ 
for the Latin-American market, call- 
ing it ‘Cumbres de Pasion’ (‘Heights 
of Passion’). 








Exhibs’ Newsreel Cuts Not Liked; 
Curtails Patriotic Propaganda 





Recent practice of many suburban 





| theatres in slashing their newsreel 
| footage to one subject may bring 
la crackdown either from the War 


| Activities Group of the film business | 


or from some U. S. government 
agency. Elimination of all news- 
reel material to a single story, be- 
cause of hard-pressed screen sched- 
ules, is keeping much valuable pa- 
triotic and defense industry propa- 
ganda from being seen by these 
suburban theatre patrons, especially 
along the Atlantic seaboard. 

Because the newsreel stories are 
intelligently conceived and put to- 
gether in sufficiently pungent fash- 
ion to attract maximum of theatre- 
audience attention, move is under 
way in the industry to compel ex- 
hibs to show this material. Exhibi- 
tors admit that they use only one 
or two clips simply because they 
have so much extra shorts material 
and trailers to show. 

First .step to encourage exhibs ito 








|run newsreels almost in toto is ex- | 
pected via a U. S. request to include | 


| this material as a patriotic gesture. 
| Also, because eliminating such foot- 
age leaves out stories on latest army 
and navy work or some national de- 
fense message, 


Col.’s June Quintet 


Hollywood, April 14. 
Five Columbia pictures are in the 
final stages of preduction for June 
release. First to go will be the 
| George Stevens production, ‘The 
‘Talk of the Town,’ with Cary Grant, 


Jean Arthur and Ronald Colman in 
the top roles. 

Others are ‘He Kissed the Bride,’ 
‘The Wife Takes a Flyer,’ ‘Meet the 
Stewarts’ and ‘Sweetheart of the 
+ Fleet.’ 














Moore's (WPB) Brushoff to Pix Comm. 





Ascribed to Not Following the Rules 


KENT MEMORIAL CLINIC 


A. H. Blank-Y. Frank Freeman Drive 
For $75,000 








Move to establish a Sidney R. Kent 
Memorial Clinic, costing about $75,- 
000, has started. Kent’s long-time 
friends and associates, returning 
from the funeral of the 20th-Fox 
Film prez, decided that some such 
fund would be the most logical and 
fitting way to keep alive his spirit 
as a picture industry leader. The 
plan is to build the Kent Memorial 
Clinic as part of the rapidly develop- 
ing Country House project of the 
Motion Picture Relief Fund. 

Y. Frank Freeman already has 
started to raise money for this clinic, 
with about $24,000 in $1,000 sub- 
scriptions received. A. H. Blank, 
president of Tri-States Theatres 
Corp., has suggested that instead of 
obtaining small contributions of 
thousands in the industry, who 
would want to share in this me- 
morial, the financing should be done 
by those long-time asociates, who, 
in contributing $1,000 or more, ex- 
press their undying admiration for 
Kent. Blank forwarded his check 
for $2,000. 

All contributors’ names will be en- 
graved on a bronze plaque to sym- 
bolize their belief that the good Kent 


-accomplished should be kept alive in 


the picture busines. Contributions 
presently are being handled by 
Blank. 


DURANT NAMED TO 
UA PRODUCT PANEL 


Hollywood, April 14. 
Tim Durant, former member of 
the New York stock exchange and 
more lately executive assistant to 
Edward Small, was appointed to the 
United Artists’ Product Committee. 
Other committee members are 
George Bagnall, chairman: Arthur 
W. Kelly, Loyd Wright and Danie] T. 
O’Shea. 








SAME RKO-GOLDWYN TERMS 


But Indie Producer Spends Some 
Extra Ad Coin on His Own 








New deal signed by Samuel Gold- 
wyn with RKO for distribution of 
three more Goldwyn films, including 
the Lou Gehrig biog, ‘Pride of the 
Yankees,’ will, from all accounts, give 
RKO slightly more than 17142% of 
the gross, which was its cut previous- 
ly. In discussing the deal Goldwyn 
stated he had made ‘no concessions.’ 

Not generally known that under 
previous arrangement Goldwyn spent 
liberally of his own coin in exploita- 
tion of ‘Ball of Fire’ and ‘Little 
Foxes.’ Though reported not part 
of the 174%2% contract arrangement, 
Goldwyn came through with approx- 
imately $80,000 for exploitation of 
‘Fire’ and around $58,000 for ‘Foxes.’ 
This was not included in advertising 
paid for by theatres showing the two 
pictures, but included house ads 
comprising extra space, for which 
RKO paid in part where exhibs un- 
dertook to spend extra money. 

Releasing deal for ‘Yankees,’ which 
is scheduled to be released in July, 
with RKO had been generally expect- 
ed. Two other pictures projected are 


|‘Washington Story,’ with Bob Hope 


and Dorothy Lamour starred, and 
‘Spitfire,’ British-made film with 
David Niven and Leslie’ Howard, 
which will be released in England as 
‘The First of the Few.’ 


Buff Cafe Reopens 
After $20,000 Fire 


Buffalo, April 14. 

Chez Ami nitery reopened last 
week after being shuttered since 
$20,000 fire gutted its interior Christ- 
mas night. 

Spot has been redecorated and 
added a cocktail lounge with its own 
dance floor. ‘ 








Boles, Francis Paired 


Hollywood, April 14. 
John Boles and Kay Francis draw 
top roles in ‘Love and Kisses, Caro- 
line,’ at Universal. - 
Filming starts Thursday (16) with 
Henry Koster doubling as producer 
and’ director.’ ° ' : , 


Failure to advise the U. S. At- 
torney General of the proposed 
meeting of film industry reps with 
members of the War Production 
Board last week was largely account- 
able for inability of M. D. Moore, 
Consumers Goods Division, to re- 
ceive the delegation of industry 
execs and purchasing department 
heads in Washington. Understood 
that approval for such confabs must 
first be obtained from the A. G. in 
order to make certain no agreements 
are under discusion which might be 
in violation of the Sherman anti- 
trust laws. Okay on discussions would 
have been sought im due course. 

WPB officials also burned at the 
War Activities Committee for re- 
leasing names of a film industry 
committee prior to okay from the 
WPB which had various names 
under consideration. WPB felt that 
members of the committee, if and 
when selected, should have been in- 
vited to Washington formally by the 
Government in proper time, instead 
of through a press release. Constitu- 
tion of the committee also would 
have been slightly different from 
that announced via the WAC. 


EXHIBS ELSEWHERE 
MAY ALSO SUE ASCAP 


ASCAP expects to be the target 
from theatre groups in other quar- 
ters of the country of triple damage 
anti-trust actions similar to the one 
that was fined in the N. Y. federa! 
court last week. In the latter case 
the complaint enumerated 157 the- 
atre companies operating 235 houses 
in New York state, New Jersey, 
Connecticut and Pensylvania. The 
Society knows of at least one law 
firm, located on the west coast, that 
is in process of lining up similar 
clients and data. 

The action filed in N. Y. last week 
seeks $606,784 in damages. The com- 
plaint claims that ASCAP controls 
the rights to, and charges exorbitant 
fees for, all music used in film syr- 
chronizations. Also that the exhib- 
itor is compelled to purchase the 
complete ASCAP catalog of 25,000 
members, whereas his average needs 
never exceed 2,500 numbers a year. 
The complaint which runs 170 pages 
charges. ASCAP with maintaining a 
monopoly of film theatre music since 
1929 and that because of its control 
of the music that goes into pictures 
it leaves the exhibitor with no alter- 
native of supply. 

The filing attorneys also ask $50,- 
000 for themselves, 











KANIN’S SHOCKER 


Anti-Complacency Film Production 
Being Readied Via OEM 








‘Fellow Americans,’ second short 
to be made by Garson Kanin for the 
Office for Emergency Management 
film unit, is in the final editing 
stages and will be released shortly. 
Purpose of the 10-minute reel is to 
blast any remaining complacency 
and business-as-usual feeling still 
held by the American public. 

Kanin has used a trick idea, which 
is being kept secret until the picture 
is shown, to get his message across. 
It’s said to be unusually powerful. 
Footage for the reel was_ shot 
throughout the country by OEM 
crews. 

First Kanin film for OEM was 
‘Ring of Steel,’ designed to build 
respect and confidence in the Army. 





Dix Riding for Sherman 


Hollywood, April 14. 

First starrer for Rithard Dix un- 
der his new four-picture contract 
with Harry Sherman for Paramount 
release is ‘Peace Marshal,’ a tale of a 
hard-riding clergyman in the eariy 
western days. 

Second of fhe four will be ‘Buck- 
skin Empire,’ another high-budgeter 
of pioneer times. 








Bassler’s Heart-Darter 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Robert Bassler draws the produc- 
tion chore on ‘And This, too, Is Love, 
at 20th-Fox, slated for early shooting. 

Picture was originally slated for 
Mark Hellinger, who has since moved 
out of 20th-Fox and returned to 
Warners. i ee se nae 
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~ Public Dead Agin’ Blockbooking 





Ninety per cent of the public which knows what the term block- 
booking means is opposed to the practice, Dr. George Gallup’s Audi- 
ence Research Institute has discovered in sounding out U. S. opinion, 
It was learned first that 16% of those asked could satisfy the inter- 
viewers that they understood the meaning of blockbooking. 

Once they established that they understood the term they were 
asked whether or not they would favor the return of blockbooking. 
Nine out of 10 people being opposed to it is one of the most prepon- 
derant averages the Gallup pollsters have ever received on any 


question. 











Not Enough B.O. Experience With 
Ayres Pix to Key Effect of Publicity 





There has not been sufficient box- 
office experience with Lew Ayres’ 
pictures, according to theatre execu- 
tives, to determine the effect of the 
publicity attendant upon the stand 
taken by the star as a conscientious 
objector. There is some feeling, 
however, that with Ayres to be 
spotted in the Medical Corps of the 
Army, much of the sting will be tak- 
en out of the situation. 


Most theatres have already played 
‘Dr. Kildare’s Victory,’ while his lat- 
est, ‘Fingers at the Window,’ has not 
received much dating so far. It be- 
came available on national release 
only on March 18. Understood that 
in many cases where ‘Fingers’ was 
bought, dates have been set back on 
it awaiting pyblic reaction to assign- 
ment of Ayres to a conscientious ob- 
jector’s camp in Oregon. There were 
many cancellations on ‘Victory,” 
where it hadn’t been played, it has 
been admitted by Metro. 

‘Born to Be Bad,’ recently com- 
pleted with Ayres, has not been 
tradeshown as yet, nor has a release 
date been set. 

Open letter to Lew Ayres from 
Metro prexy, Nicholas M. Schenck, 
yesterday (Tuesday) went into ex- 
travagant praise of the studio’s for- 
mer star, but added, paradoxically, 
that Ayres’ stand was ‘a peculiarity 
beyond my personal comprehension.’ 
Purpose of the letter was to deny as 
an alleged misquotation a Miami 
newspaper story, widely reprinted, 
that the Metro mahatma had said 
Ayres is ‘washed up.’ 

Schenck said that he explained to 
a Miami Beach gathering, including 
& newspaperman, Ayres’ refusal to 
eat meat or anything that had to be 
killed and his aversion to killing hu- 
man beings. He also told of Ayres’ 
repeated attempts to get into the 
Medical Corps and had high praise 
for the actor’s sincerity. 

The Fox-Midwest, Schine Bros. 
and Rockwood circuits have in- 
formed William F. Rodgers, general 
sales manager of Metro, concerning 
their favorable attitude with respect 
to the Ayres’ situation. A couple ex- 
hibitor organizations have also writ- 
ten Rodgers on the matter. 

Schine circuit says it is lending its 
cooperation by dating the Ayres pic- 
tures and that ‘it intends to play 





yy 





them unless conditions warrant a) 


modification of our intentions.’ 
Kermit C. Stengel, 
Rockwood circuit, a part of the 
Crescent Amus. Co., says they will 
carry on as though nothing had hap- 
(Continued on page 23) 


PASCAL STILL NOT 
SET ON RELEASING 


Gabriel Pascal, currently in New 
York, is understood talking release 
deals with a number of companies. 
He and United Artists, with which 
he has a contract, have not been 
Seeing eye-to-eye since the producer 
charged the company wasn’t giving 
his ‘Major Barbara’ proper distribu- 
tion, obtained a moratorium on his 
contract and hopped over to RKO 

Pascal then had a battle with 
RKO and moved off that lot. Now 
he may or may not go back to UA, 
depending on what kind of deal can 
be worked out with another com- 
pany. Meantime, he’s working on 
the script of ‘Tell Me a Love Story.’ 
Paul Gallico yarn, which he intends 
as his next production. 





head of the} 


Brown, Canova Teamed 


Hollywood, April 14. 
First production by Harriet Par- 
sons under her new contract with 
Republic is ‘Lazy Bones,’ with Joe E. 
Brown and Judy Canova in the top 





spots. 
Joe Santley directs, starting 
April 27. 





LTD. RELEASE 
BY WAC FOR | 
U.S. SHORT 


First 





battle between a Govern- 


iment rep and the industry’s new War 


Activities Committee is said to have 


taken place within the past couple 
weeks over WAC’s refusal to dis- 
tribute a 10-minute subject made by 
the Office for Emergency Manage- 
ment film unit. Participants in the 
verbal encounter are understood to 
have been Arch Mercey, assistant to 
Lowell Mellett, U. S. Coordinator of 
Government Films, and Francis Har- 
mon, exec vice-chairman of WAC. 
Film involved was ‘Lake Carrier,’ 
produced by OEM staffer Guy Bolte. 
As a result of Mercey’s stiff fight, 
WAC has agreed to a compromise 
and will release it in six territories 
around the Great Lakes. Understood 
that if reaction is good, it may be 
released nationally later. 
Arrangement between the Govern- 
ment and the WAC is that any film 
the former wants distributed in the- 


| atres throughout the country must be 


approved first by the industry com- 
mittee. After having given this okay, 
WAC makes arrangements for vari- 
ous major distribs to handle the pic 
and asks the approximately 13,000 
theatres which have agreed to co- 
operate with WAC to play the film. 

‘Lake Carrier,’ with narration by 
Fredric March, emphasizes the im- 
portance of freighters, as links be- 
tween the world’s richest iron mines 
in the Missabe ranges of the midwest 
and steel mills fringing the lower 


ishores of the Great Lakes. 





Mercey’s Broken Wing 
Washington, April 14. 

Arch Mercey, assistant to Lowell 
Mellett, Coordinator of Government 
Films, has one of his arms in a sling. 
He broke it when he slipped during 
the snowstorm in Washington two 
weeks ago. 





Rep Reprises Ice Frolics 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Republic is going on skates again 
with a frosted film, ‘Icecapades of 
1943,’ as a result of boxoffice re- 
turns from the studio’s first edition of 
‘Icecapades.’ 

Robert North is assigned to pro- 
duce the frozen picture, with most 
of the skaters in last year’s revue 
back on the job, along with a sprink- 
ling of non-skating film names and 
a new story scripted by - Bradford 
Ropes, 
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NABE BIZ STATIC 
OR ON DOWNBEAT 


Shift in Attendance Due to 
Defense Work and War 
Now Giving B’way Thea- 
tres and Loops Elsewhere 
50% of a Week’s Gross on 
Weekends Alone — Visi- 
tors, Servicemen Crowding 
the Keys 





ANTI-NABE FACTORS 





While not true of all keys except 
possibly to a minor degree, in most 
cities the business at the boxoffice 
has shifted markedly to the extent 
that the downtown theatres are 
cleaning up and the neighborhood or 
suburban houses are standing still 
or not doing as well as they did. 
This includes New York, where 
nabe grosses are away off, but re- 
ported that Chicago, Boston, Dallas 
and some other scattered cities are 
not feeling the shift so noticeably, 
or at all. 

The war, defense industry and pa- 
triotic activities of the women have 
changed the entire picture generally 
so far as b.o. performance is con- 
cerned. It has reached the point 
where downtown theatres in N. Y. 
and elsewhere are doing 50% of a 
week’s business on Saturdays and 
Sundays alone. 

People who are working in fac- 
tories in and around the larger cities 
are swarming into them on week- 
ends, while at the same time soldiers 
are similarly invading the keys for 
Saturday-Sunday recreation. While 
the servicemen may not have so 
much to spend, they are spending 
what they have at the picture 
houses. Those working on defense 
jobs are better heeled and, as one 
circuit representative pointed out, 
have so much money now they don’t 
know what to do with it. 

The large crowds pouring into the 
cities patronize the downtown film 
houses rather than the nabes, with 
result latter are not benefiting from 
the windfall. In the nabes, also, it 
is noted local patrons have been 
drained through going into defense 
work or the army. Anyway, on 
weekends all are getting more in the 
habit of going downtown (loops) to 
see the newer shows. 


Weekly Mats Off 


During the week theatre matinees 
are lower than they used to be 
everywhere, while also on Satur- 
days-Sundays they are not up to the 
pre-war levels in nabes or suburban 
runs. From Mondays through Fri- 
days, business has een affected not 
only by lost drawing population but 
also by the fact that women are busy 
during the day and so:aetimes at 
night with war work of various 





kinds. A certain number of men 
are lost of evenings because of air- | 
warden meetings, courses a@ auxti*| 
iary firemen and other activities of a | 
war nature, { 

One of the larger independent cir- 
cuit operators in New York esti- | 
mates that the city has lost 1,000,000 | 
persons to the war, defense work 
and the like but estimated at the 
same time that there must be at least 
this many people coming into the 
town on weekends. However, the 
vast majority of visitors do not get 
out of the downtown area. 

It is believed that some of the 
larger manufacturing plants in the 
Greater N. Y. region may move out 
of N. Y. because of requiring more 
space and for other reasons. One | 
large plant, the Sperry Gyroscope | 
company, of Brooklyn, is moving out 
of town. This plant alone employs 
30,000 people. 


Could It Be a Jury? 


Hollywood, April 14. 
Herbert I. Leeds draws the direc- 











tor chore on ‘12 Men in a Box’ 
Michael Shayne detective yarn at 
20th-Fox. 


Lloyd Nolan plays the top role 


a 


Fewer Pix, Possible Inability 
To Designate Seven Out of 12, 


Gains Support for 


UMPI Plan 








Par Powwow in N. Y. 





Paramount, which may hold a 
national convention later on, has 
scheduled a meeting of home office 
distribution executives and district 
managers throughout the country 
and Canada to be held at the New 
City, N. Y., estate of Adolph Zukor 
May 4-7. 

At sessions, to be presided over by 
Neil F. Agnew, balance of this year’s 
product as well as next season's 
plans will be discussed. 


ANTI-CONSENT 
LAW KAYOED 
IN MINN. 





The Minnesota law forcing dis- 
tributors to offer a full year’s prod- 
uct, with cancellation options to the 
buyer, was held to be unconstitu- 
tional yesterday (Tues.) by the dis- 
trict court at St. Paul, and unless 
appealed distributors are imme- 
di:tely relieved of selling pictures 
on a full-line basis in that state. 

On reaching the decision declaring 
the Minnesota statute unconstitu- 
tional, the St. Paul court at the same 
time acquitted Paramount, RKO and 
20th-Fox of criminal charges brought 
under the statute, 


Complete victory for the distribs 
in the Minnesota courts follows an 
early decision not to service the 
state’s exhibitors at all, in turn, fol- 
lowed by selling under the onerous 
Minnesota law after exhibs had 
pleaded that they do so in order to 
avert a bad shortage of pictures and 
forced closings. Paramount went in 
first, while Metro, which did not 
want to sell the state at all, was the 
last to capitulate. 


As result of the important St. Paul 
decisions, the Big Five may now sell 
under the consent decree or later 
under the pending United Motion 
Picture Industry sales plan, unless 
compelled to remain as is until an 
appeal, if taken, is decided. It is 
highly doubted, however, that ap- 
plication will be made for an appeal 
since exhibitors have been unhappy 
under the Minnesota law. 


Plaintiffs in the action testing the 
constitutionality of the statute were 
Par, RKO, 20th, Metro, Warners and 
United Artists. Last-mentioned is 
not a decree company but under its 
sales setup disfavors offering its full 


output. 


GLENN ALLVINE GETS 
FILM PRESS SEC JOB 


Glenn Allvine, in charge of public- 
ity for ‘It Happens on.Jce’ which 
closes at the Center, N. Y., Saturday 
(25), yesterday (Tuesday) accepted 
the post of secretary for the Public 
Relations Committee recently set up 
by the major producer-distributors. 
He will attend the meeting to be 
held tomorrow (Thursday) and goes 
into the secretary’s job immediately 
after the closing of the Center’s ice 





| show. 


Chairman of the eastern PRC is 
Bob Gillham of Paramount, while on 
the coast Howard Strickling is the 
chairman. 

Following closing of ‘It Happens 


on Ice,” the Gallo opera company | 


United Motion Picture Industry 
selling plan is gaining wider support 
because of the possibility that not all 
companies will have blocks of as 
many as 12 pictures for sale each 
quarter. Certain decree producers 
may make fewer pictures next sea- 
son and some may be unable to des- 
ignate up to a total of seven in each 
group. 

Though consent selling has re- 
sulted in better planning of films and 
more care in production, under the 
UMPI plan, if placed in force, there 
may be an even greater effort to 
avoid making so-called ‘cancellation 
pictures.’ For this reason and be- 
cause distribution supplies the money 
to keep production rolling, it is 
understood there may be fewer pic- 
tures from sOme companies. In this 
connection it is thought that same 
amount of budgeting will be spread 
over a smaller number of films, 
thereby seeking to increase the per- 
centage of worthwhile pictures to the 
point where cancellations will be 
held at a minimum. 

Aside from admission among ex- 
hibitors and buyers that anything is 
better than the decree, it is felt that 
the UMPI formula greatly lightens 
the buying burden, makes the book- 
ing of shows less of a problem, af- 
fords a more liberal interpretation of 
how pictures are to be played, and 
provides cancellation privileges 
where none now exist. 


Cancellation Best Obtainable 

The average exhib hoped for a re- 
jection option spread over the entire 
block of 12, rather than on the un- 
screened films totaling up to seven, 
and some are apprehensive as to how 
the distribs will group the product. 
However, other exhibitors and buy- 
ers have no fears in this connection. 

To begin with, as pointed out in 
both distribution and exhibition cir- 
cles, a company must have at least 
five pictures completed before a 
block of 10, 11 or 12 can be sold, due 
to the fact that five out.of the group 
must be tradeshown. 

Argument that a distrib might 
place one or two good pictures in 
the group of five, throwing in with 
them the three poorest among the 12 
under quarterly sales, so that no can.~ 
cellation may be effected, would hold 
water only if all 12 were ready and 
could be hand-picked that way after 
being seen. Except where produc- 
tion is far ahead, it is even doubted, 
including by Metro, that as many as 
seven pictures may at all times be 
designated in accordance with the 
UMPI sales plan. 


Concern About Clucks - 

In buying circles, it is pointed out, 
a distributor would be foolish to 
throw intentionally two or three 
clucks into the group of five trade- 
shown pictures, so that these couldn’t 
| be cancelled, while the other seven 
would not be likely to suffer the fate 
| of rejection .because they are-wor- 
| thier. Representative of one of the 
Greater New York independent cir- 
cuits notes in this connection that the 
distrib wouldn’t want an exhib to 
| cancel two good pictures among the 
| unscreened seven, and intsead play 











two ‘dogs’ that were grouped among 
those tradeshown. 

Likewise, a _ distribution official 
states that he can see no reason why 
a company should weaken a block by 
throwing a couple poor pictures with 
good ones, thereby reducing the sales 
possibilities on the group-of-five 
tradescreened pictures as well as 
those that aren’t seen and on which 
more of a gamble exists. There’s 
always the chance that if a bad film 
or two were soldinthe tradescreened 
block, theatres may not play ’em, 
|anyhow, paying for the picture or 
| pictures instead, as they have been 
; doing under the decree in various 
| Cases, 

One Major May Cut to 46 

With regard to quantity of pro- 
ductions, one of the large decree 





comes into the Center on a limited companies may make only 40 pic- 


engagement. A summer edition of 
*It Happens on Ice’ is being planned 
for late June or early July. 


tures during the coming season, 


while a second may dip to less than 


| 
i (Continued on page 23) 
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Dangerously They Live 


Warner Bros. pioduction and release. 
Stars John Garfield, Nancy Coleman, Ray- 
mond Massey; features Lee Patrick, Mo- 
roni Olsen, esther Dale. Directed by Rob- 
ert Florey. Original screenplay by Marion 


Parsonnet; camera, L. William O'Connell; 
editor, Harold McLernon, At Strand, N. ¥., 
week of April 10, "42. Running time, 77 
MINS. 

Dr. Michael Lewis.........--: John Garfield 
SSeS le 
Dr. TIngersoll.......ceees: Raymond Massey 
Nurse JO@insomn..cccccccesssesss Lee Patrick 
Mr. GOOdWID...ccccccecsevcesss Moroni Olsen 
DaAwGon. ....scccecseetsonerseers Esther Dale 
SOM. oc cccecceeseesesseentess John Ridgely 
Steiner... ccccccccsecveseeces Christian Rub 
DArvid. cccccccccaccrececceces Frank Reicher 
BOGIES . da wknoeseeraseces st ekGnr Ben Welden 
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Somewhat-along the lines of WB’s 
‘All Through the Night,’ released 
earlier, this melier treats with Nazi 
spies and Bundsmen in the United 
States. It carries a good measure of 
excitement for audiences, is-tuned to 
the times and thus will cash in at 
the boxoffices. 

Helping for the marquee are John 
Garfield and Raymond Massey, one 
as the hero and the latter as an 
adroit American neurologist turned 
spy, while the third star, Nancy 
Coleman, although virtually un- 
known in films, will get kudos from 
the press for an excellent perform- 
ance. Rest of the cast is efficient, 
notably Moroni Olsen, also playing 
a German menace. 

Much of the material in the film 
likely wouldn’t pass muster in peace- 


times—it’s that hokey. Scripter 
Marion Parsonnet, although turning 


in a workmanlike job on the dialog, 
is certainly not hep to hospital rou- 
tine or the methods of neurologists. 
She makes the treatment of a brain 
injury resulting in amnesia look so 
simple as to also look silly; also, 
since when do hospitals puf uniden- 
tified accident patients in gorgeously 
furnished private rooms. 

But evidently that’s all ‘spy pic- 
ture’ license nowadays, and so long 
as the plot in toto holds an audience 
that’s all that counts. This one does 
up until the dated and unimaginative 
finish, when Miss Coleman and Gar- 
field kissing in a parked car hold up 
traffic. It’s a sad letdown. 

The story starts excitingly when 
Miss Coleman, a British Intelligence 
operative, is kidnapped by German 
spies while en route to Grand Cen- 
tral Station in N. Y. with vital ship- 
ping information. The phoney cab 
driver, however, cracks up and she’s 
rushed to a hospital by ambulance- 
doctor Garfield. The cabbie learns 
she’s suffering from amnesia, so he 
scrams and tips off the Nazi mob. 
Moroni Olsen turns up at the hos- 
pital pretending he’s the girl’s father, 
also toting along Raymond Massey, 
the real leader of the spies. The 
girl can’t seem to convince Garfield 
that she’s not Olsen’s daughter, or 
that he’s a dangerous spy, so the 
interne permits her to be removed to 
the phoney pater’s home. She in- 
sists that Garfield accompany her, 
and it’s not until he becomes a vir- 
tual prisoner in a palatial mansion 
that the hero realizes the girl has 
been telling the truth. Their even- 
tual escape, the capture of the spies 
and the sinking of four Nazi sub- 
marines lead up to that final clinch 
in Garfield’s roadster. An interne 
having an expensive roadster is also 
out of this world, unless he was rich 
when entering medical school. Stu- 
dent doctors are paid less than sol- 
diers. 

Garfield has been pretty well typed 
by this time, but he looks and acts 
least impressive when playing a man 
in white. Later, in civvies and in 
the action portions of the film, he 
gets over with his usual expert act- 
ing. Miss Coleman is pretty and a 
fine little actress. She has the most 
difficult histrionic part and acquits 
herself all the way. Massay and Ol- 
sen are likewise excellent as the spy 
leaders, working in a most restrained 
fashion considering their roles. 

Lee Patrick, though featured, actu- 
ally only has a bit as a nurse, while 
Esther Dale is a strong-arm Nazi and 
plays her small part with all the ex- 
pected menace. Rest of the cast is 
in minor roles, with Christian Rub 
showing up best as a German delica- 
tessen owner who defiies the spies. 

Robert Florey’s direction ‘is fine 
most of the way. He managed to 
sustain suspense as well as pace, and 
it’s obvious he added much to the 
script. Photography is standard. 

Scho. 


Extras’ $765,000 in 3 Mos. 


Hollywood, April 14. 
Extras’ earnings for the first quar- 
ter this year reached $765,000. 
Figure under previous three 
months, but topped same period last 
year by $127,000. 


Taking Up Scent Again 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Warren William is back on the 
trail of crime in ‘The Lone Wolf of 
Scotland Yard, after a siege of 
pneumonia which held up produc- 
tion for a month. 

Columbia picture is directed by 
Edward Dmytryk, with Wallace 
MacDonald producing. 








THE SPOILERS 


Universal release of Frank Lloyd pro- 
duction; associate producer. Lee Marcus 
(Charles K. Feldman group production). 
Stars Mariene Dietrich, Randolph Scott, 
John Wayne; features Margaret Lindsay, 
Harry Carey, Richard Barthelmess, Wil- 
liam Farnum, George Cleveland, Samuel 8. 
Hinds. Directed by Ray Enright. Screen- 
play, Lawrence Hazard and Tom Reed, 
adapted from novel by Rex Beach; camera, 
Milton Krasner; editor, Clarence Kolster; 


musical score, H. J. Salter: music director, 
Charles Previn. Previewed in projection 
reom, N. Y., April 9, "42. Running time, 
87 MINS. A 
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Since these are uncertain days for 
both producer and exhibitor, there 
can be no fault-finding with Holly- 
wood’s return to an_ unoriginal, 
though occasionally successful, for- 
mula for boxoffice effectiveness. The 
pattern in this case is that by-now 
classic of pictures, ‘The Spoilers,’ 
Here and there are suggestions of 
mustiness that bespeak the approxi- 
mately 40 years since ‘Spoilers’ was 
first written by Rex Beach, but a 
first-rate production cast, direction 
and plenty of action assure sock b.0o. 
returns wherever played. 

While a natural click on its own 
current format, ‘Spoilers’ should draw 
goodly returns also for its sentimen- 
tal comparative value. For the pres- 
ent opus will invite analogies from 
the keen-memoried who would re- 
call the first ‘Spoilers’ film, in 1913, 
when “Tom Santschi, William Far- 
num and Katherine Williams headed 
the cast. Then there was the re- 
make 10 years later, with Milton 
Sills, Noah Beery and Anna Q. Nils- 
son. Gary Cooper, William Boyd 
and Betty Compson starred in the 
third version, in 1930. The present 
pic is headed by Marlene Dietrich, 
John Wayne and Randolph Scott. 


Though the screen treatment has 
been apparently Haysed over the 
original novel and subsequent film 
versions, ‘The Spoilers’ in its pres- 
ent form is still a teeming, raw saga 
of Alaska in its 98 gold rush days. 
It tells of Scott, as the crooked gold 
commissioner, an equally unscrup- 
ulous judge (Samuel S. Hinds) and 
their ‘legal’ confiscation of the 
miners’ claims. Wayne plays a pros- 
pector who, through the crooked 
court, loses the mine he jointly owns 
with Harry Carey. Miss Dietrich is 
the operator of a gin and gambling 
emporium. Dovetailed to this is the 
tempestuous romance between Wayne 
and Miss Dietrich, with Scott as the 
bad third. 


Of course, the big scene is the fight 
originally made one of the classic 
brawls of filmdom by Tom Santschi 
and William Farnum. The slugging 
match in the final reel between 
Wayne and Scott is something that 
apparently could be staged profitably 
at Madison Square Garden. It is 
that spectacular, starting from Miss 
Dietrich’s boudoir, cascading through 
a balcony to the floor of the ginnery, 
out to the street and finally winding 
up in the wagon-churned mud of the 
road. 

Performances are all uniformly 
good, with the stellar trio, of course, 
showing up: best because of their 
prominent parts. Miss Dietrich is 
excellent in a role suggesting it was 
designed for her. Scott and Wayne 
are typical of the great outdoors 
men for which the parts call. 

Richard Barthelmess gives a cred- 
itable performance as the gambler, 
while other good characterizations 
are turned in by Hinds, Harry Carey, 
George Cleveland, Russell Simpson 
and William Farnum. Yes, the same 
William Farnum, now in an obscure 
role, who nearly 30 years ago made 
cinema history in the part currently 
being played by John Wayne. 

Naka. 


Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Frederick 

Stephani production. Features Johnny 
Weissmuller, Maureen O'Sullivan, John 
Sheffield, Charles Bickford, Paul Kelly, 
Chill Wills, Cy Kendall. Directed by 
Richard Thorpe. Screenplay by William R. 
Lipman and Myles Connolly, from story by 
Connolly based on characters created by 
Pdgar Rice Burroughs, camera, Sidney 
Wagner; editor, Gene Ruggiero. Trade- 
shown in N. Y., April 9, ’42. Running time, 
70 MINS. 
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Like others of its series, this is 
in the groove for ‘he juves and holds 
little for adults. Maybe even less 
this time, considering the extraor- 
dinary amount of footage the direc- 
tor gave—and the cutter permitted 
to remain—to the antics of the 
trained chimp. Kids can take this 
type of stuff in large dosages, but 
adults will squirm after the first 50 
feet. In all around merit, however, 
this “Tarzan’ nualifies for its estab- 
lished ‘B’ market. 





Seventy minutes of jungle hoss 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Dangerously They Live’ (WB). 
Good action film and good bo, 
Stars John Garfield, Nancy Cole- 
man and Raymond Massey. 


‘The Spoilers’ (U). Third re- 
make of Alaska, 98, gold rush; 
due for big boxoffice returns. 
Plenty action. 


*‘Tarzan’s N. Y¥. Adventure’ 
(M-G). Adequate for this se- 
ries’ established ‘B’ market. 


‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U) 
(Songs). Formula reporter-killer 
meller for duals. 


‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G). Rea- 
sonably amusing B picture about 
romance at a_ prizefighters’ 
boarding house. 

‘Guerrilla Brigade’ (Artkino). 
Soviet-made drama of the Rus- 
sian guerrillas’ fight against 
Nazis; stirring and good b.o., 

‘Dudes Are Pretty People’ 
(UA) (with song). Noah Beery, 
Jr., in lightweight western ‘B.’ 

‘Girls’ Town’ (PRC). Minor 
comedy-romance about a beauty 
contestant who tries to crash 
Hollywood; for duals, 

‘About Face’ (UA). Hal Roach 
streamliner mild comedy. Strict- 
ly filler. 

‘Ss. O. S. Coast Guard (Rep). 
Compressed serial’ makes medi- 
ocre feature. 

‘Four Flights to Love’ 
(French). Tiresome . remantic 
melodrama. Will get by in 
product-starved foreign language 
situations. 











opry is inter-spliced with Mr. and 
Mrs. Tarzan’s adventures in N. Y. 
regaining their adopted son, carried 
off by an unscrupulous hunter who 
figured he could clean up with the 
kid in a circus. Charles Bickford 
plays that menace and Cy Kendall 
is his sidekick, as owner of a one- 
ring show. Chill Wills and Paul 
Kelly are involved with them, but 
they go to the aid of the jungle 
parents when the latter pull the 
rescue in the Metropolis. 


All the situtions are trite, even 
including Tarzan’s 200-foot dive off 
the Brooklyn bridge to escape some 
cops who just don’t understand the 
jungle-man. In the end, of course, 
everything works out right for the 
Tarzan family and back they go to 
dear old darkest Africa. 

There’s all the usual swinging- 
from-the-trees and animal stuff, and 
the photography and direction are 
standard. Performances ditto, with 
Johnny Weissmuller not improving 
as an actor, but pretty Maureen 
O’Sullivan, as his missus, and John 
Sheffield, as the junior Tarzan, com- 
ae for him to a great extent. 

oth are good troupers. Bickford 
and Kendall are okay as the men- 
aces, while Paul Kelly and Chill 
Wills will draw sympathy for their 
more kindly actions. Rest of the 
cast is not importantly concerned, 
though Russel] Hicks, as a judge, 
Howard Hickman and Charles Lane 
as lawyers, turn in nice bits. 

Scho. 


Mississippi Gambler 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, April 13. 


Universal production and release. Fea- 
tures Kent Taylor, Frances Langford, 
Claire Dodd, John Litel, Shemp Howard. 
Directed by John Rawlins. Screenplay, Al 
Martin, Roy Chanslor; original story, Mar- 
tin, Marion Orth; camera, John W. Boyle; 
songs, Johnny McHugh, Harold Adamson, 


Everett Carter, Milton Rosen. Previewed 
in studio projection ream, Hollywood, April 





13, '42. Running time, 60 MINS. 
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melodrama, this one suffers through 
inept and dull story. Strictly plotted 
to formula, it’s a filler for the sec- 
ondary duals where the audiences 
are not too particular about the sup- 
porting picture. 

Reporter Kent Taylor trails an un- 
derworld killer from New York 
through the Midwest to a hideout in 
Mississippi, where he discovers a for- 
mer metropolitan racketeer leader 
hiding out as a respectable planta- 
tion owner and operator of gambling 
headquarters for a string of big city 
operations. Seems the big shot (John 
Litel) had his face remodeled, and 
changed his voice and manners for 
the new locale, but Taylor sees 
through it all. It’s just so much 
footage until he unmasks the fugitive 
with the aid of Frances Langford 
and Claire Dodd. 

After introduction to set the stage, 
story romps on the inocuous and 
obvious chase marathon, with no 
new twists to lift it out of the dol- 
drums. Even the inclusion of Shemp 
Howard as a whacky taxi driver 
fails to overcome the yawns. 

Douglas Fowley is the trigger man 
for Litel, and Wade Boteler is the 
blustering publisher. Frances Lang- 
ford is decorative for romantic pur- 
poses, and smartly delivers two 
songs—"There Goes My Romance,’ 
and “Got Love’—as the night club 


P Marcia .. 





Dodd briefly sings 
tting the Hot Spots 
as trap for Litel. The tunes are 
cna in without necessity. 

J Rawlins directed as best he 
can with the inadequate story ma- 
terial and script provided. Walt. 


SUNDAY PUNCH 


Metro release of Irving Starr production. 
Features William Lundigan, Jean Rogers, 
Dan Dailey, Jr., Guy Kibbee, J. Carroll 
Naish, Connie Gilchrist, Sam Levene, Leo 
Gorcey. Directed by David Miller. Screen- 
piay, Fay and Michael Kanin, Allen Riskin, 
from origina] story by Fay and Michael 
Kanin; camera, Paul Vogel; editor, Albert 
Akst. Tradeshown in N. Y., April 10, *42. 
Running time, 76 MINS. 
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Fairly diverting B picture about 
the prizefight business takes its title 
from the ring term for a knockout 
wallop. Yarn about a Swede janitor 
who becomes a fighter so he can win 
the girl, but ultimately knocks out 
the hero so the latter can get her and 
go back to his medical studies, is 
authentically atmospheric and, de- 
spite numerous stereotype bits of 
business, reasonably absorbing. 

There are some ingenious twists 
to the yarn. One is offering it as a 
flashback from a spiel by Sam Le- 
vene, as the fight manager’s trainer 
for the stable of bruisers. Another 
is having the Swede kayo the hero 
and then the gal take the loser. Some 
of the fight scenes are acceptable, 
but others are palpably faked. Direc- 
tion is distinctly rubber-stamp and 
the cutting has left in some unex- 
lained bits, such as the part about 
he punch-drunk fighter who knocks 
himself out belting the heavy bag. 

Several of the individual perform- 
ances are notable, particularly Guy 
Kibbee in a skillful and sincere por- 
trayal of a down-and-almost-out 
manager. Levene is excellent as the 
trainer, while Dan Dailey, Jr., is be- 
lievable as the Swede; Jean Rogers 
shows some promise as the ingenue 
after a few affected scenes at the 
start, and William Lundigan is an at- 
tractive hero. Hobe. 





GUERRILLA BRIGADE 


(SOVIET-MADE) 


Artkino release of UWkranin production. 


Directed by Igor Savchenko. Screenplay, 
V. Paviovsky: camera, Viadimir Okulich; 
music, Sergei Pototzky; English titles, 
Charles Clement. Previewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., April 10, '42. Running time, 
84 MINS. 
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A tribute to a segment of the So- 
viet’s fighting masses is paid through 
the medium of ‘Guerrilla Brigade,’ 
a drama that should inspire all free 
peoples. It is a stirring fictional 
treatment of how bands of guerrilla 
fighters have contributed to the So- 
viet war effort, and it should have a 
popular audience extending even be- 
yond those with distinctly Russian 
sentiments. 

Film, produced before the present 
Russ-German conflict, tells of World 
War I guerrilla warfare against the 
Huns, but its release now is equally 
applicable to the current strife. 

‘Brigade’ tells of how Chubenko 
(played by Lev Sverdlin) organizes 
his friends among the miners and 
how they continually harass the in- 
vading Germans. In league with 
similar guerrilla brigades of which 
Chubenko has also become the 
leader, a decisive victory is shown 
in the final reel despite fifth column- 
ists and the dreaded typhus with 
which the leader has become in- 
fected. 

Sverdlin gives an excellent per- 
formance, underplaying the part of 
the guerrilla commander, while all 
the others contribute fine portrayals, 
including Stephan Shkurat, Mikhail 
Troyanovsky, Pictr Masokha and G. 
Dolgov, as a German Spy 

Continuity, as in nearly all Russian 
pix, is jerky, while photography is 
also poor. But the theme should 
encompass those drawbacks. 

Naka. 


Dudes Are Pretty People 


(WITH SONGS) 
United Artists release of Hal 
production. Stars Jimmy Rogers, Noah 
Beery, Jr.; features Mariorie Woodworth, 
Paul Hurst, Marjorie Gateson, Russell 
Gleason, Grady Sutton. Directed by Hal 
Roach, Jr.; screenplay by Louis S. Kaye, 
from original story by Donald Hough; 
camera, Robert Pittack; editor, Bert 
Jordan; musical score, Edward Ward. 
Previewed in projection room, N._ Y., 

April 18, *42. Running time, 43 MINS. 
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Brad ...+sseseseceeseceess- Russell Gleason 
George ...ccccccceccccesss.+,Grady Sutton 
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This is neither fish nor fowl. 


Starts out as an on-the-level west- 


ern, veers into a haphazard romance | effort to 


with a city gal visiting a ‘dude’ 


ranch, and winds up as hokey, farce 
com . No one phase is rticu- 
larly well done, and it won't make 
many western or comedy fans es- 
pecially happy. Weak support in 
second slot of dual combos, even the 
brief running time seeming too long. 

Two cowboys win a job as cow- 
hands by rounding up some tough 
Lsteers. A comely girl visitor at a 
nearby ‘dude’ ranch makes a play 
for the -dumber of the two boys 
(Noah Beery, Jr.). Remainder of 
ae consists of his pal (Jimmy 

ogers) attempting to break up this 
romance. Fake gun-play to frighten 
the city femme into believing Beery 
already is wed furnishes the sole 
spark to a tedious plot and more 
tedious thespian orts. Another 
producer recently employed the fake 
gun-flourishing stunt and musical 
comedy plot in a western short with 
far better results. 

Junior Beery is miscast as the 
love-stricken cowboy, who simulates 
the romantic affair with the city gal 
with prolonged and unfunny ges- 
tures. Rogers doesn’t look like a 
cowhand, and his acting doesn't im- 
press. Marjorie Woodworth is chiefly 
decorative, her thespic efforts being 
virtually nil. Marjorie Gateson, 
Russell Gleason and Paul Hurst head 
the support. 

Single song, “West Wind Whistlin’,’ 
by Chet Forrest and Bob Wrignt, 
sung by an unbilled boy, is tuneful, 

Wear. 


GIRLS’ TOWN 


PRC release of Lou Brock-Jack Schwarz 
production. Features Edith Fellows, June 
Storey, Kenneth Howell, Alice White, Anna 
Q. Nilsson. Directed by Victor Helperin. 
Camera, Arthur Reed; editor, Martin G. 
Cohn. At New York, N. Y., week April 7, 
‘42, dual. Running time, 66 MINS. 
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Featherweight yarn, directed in 
halting fashion and lacking names, 
this shapes up as a minor program- 
mer, suited mostly for lesser theatres. 
It will take second spot on dualers 
even in such localities. Film in many 
ways constitutes an awkward screen 
test for many comparative new- 
comers. 

Fable of a beauty contest winner 
from a small town who tries to crash 
Hollywood pictures is patently an 
oldie, and not helped by uninspired 
direction and scripting here. Lone 
new twist is having a group of 
femmes, who aspire to screen ca- 
reers, mothered by an elderly, crip- 
pled ex-actress. She runs ‘Girls’ 
Town,” a boarding house, where the 
girls pay when they’re working and 
thereby assist others to get by until 
they land employment. 

Story could have been made some- 
thing of, but is enveloped in a tire- 
some tirade about the beauty con- 
testant who tries to chisel her way 
to a star role. Even g double-cross 
of her own sister and the mother of 
‘Girls’ Town’ is included in the dumb 
but curvaceous gal’s repertoire. 

Edith Fellows, as the underdog 
sister who goes along to the beauty 
sister of the beauty winner, contrib- 
utes a topflight performance—one 
that should land her better roles in 
pictures. June Storey, the beauty 
contest winner, is as stilted as the 
character she portrays. Kenneth 
Howell, as the casting agent, fur- 
nishes the slight romantic twist. 
Alice White, vet of many films, has 
a bit part as stunt gal of flickers. 
Anna Q. Nilsson, also of silent screen 
fame, is the mother, and injects some 
realism into a goshawful role. Vince 
Barnett is in for a little comedy. 
Support is mild. ; 

Direction, production and script- 
ing are mediocre even for such an 
inexpensive programmer. Tipoff on 
story’s quality is the fact that no 
author or scripter is credited. 

Wear. 


ABOUT FACE 


United Artists release of Hal Roach-Fred 


Guiol production. Stars William Tracy, 
Joe Sawyer; features Jean Perter, Mar- 
garet Dumont, Marjorie Lord, Veda Ann 


Borg. Directed by Kurt Neumann. Original 
screenplay, Eugene Conrad, Edward E. 


Seabrook; camera, Paul Ivano; editor, Bert 


Jordan, Previewed in projection room, 
N. Y., April 13, ‘42. Running time, 43 
MINS. 
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Mrs. Culpepper..........Margaret Dumont 
DOM ocscccevdeseus eoceess- Veda Ann Borg 


Colonel Gunning..........Jo0e Cunningham 
Captain Caldwell..........Harold Goodwin 
TTY cic veccveece seccecese+-Frank Faylen 
COMSIET -2ccsccee cocccecesecee Dick Wessell 
Garage Manager....... Seccess Charles Lane 





Though running only 43 minutes 
this lightweight comedy is_ very 
thinly drawn, lacking sufficient 
motivation, action and gags. Willi 
serve as-a filler in subsequent runs. 

Uninspired yarn revolves about a 
couple of U. S. Army sergeants, Joe 
Sawyer playing the part of the tough 
hombre leading the meek, intelligent 
and somewhat over-educated il- 
liam Tracy into a mess of trouble 
first in a saloon then at a socialite 
gathering and finally at an Army- 
Navy dance. 





Not much rough-and-tumble, de- 
spite implications of the story, with 
stimulate excitement by 
(Continued on page 18) 
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VARIETY 





Male Animal’ Plus Inkspots Nifty 


$44,000, Leads Chi 


In 2d Wk.; Cowboy’ Trim 136 on 3d 


: Captains’ 166 








A. 
+ 


Chicago, April 14. 

‘Male Animal’ got itself rave no- 
tices and fine word-of-mouth and 
helped by the Inkspots on the stage, 
the Chicago is having a bang-up 
week at $44,000. Business is holding 

fairly well considering the num- 
ber of holdovers in the loop. 

‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ at the Palace 
shapes up as the best of this lot, 
holding to a stout $13,000 for the 
third week with ‘Mississippi Gam- 
bler’ its dual mate on its second ses- 

on. 
on The Woods also is doing nicely at 
$10,000 for its second stanza of ‘Ghost 
of Frankenstein’ paired with another 
chiller. Picture smashed through to 
‘Dr. Rx.’ First week was sock. 

“Captains of the Clouds,’ in its sec- 
ond week at the State-Lake, is 
headed for at least $16,000, figured as 
sturdy. ‘Andy Hardy Courtship’ at 
the United Artists showed disap- 
pointing fall-off in its second week 
and was replaced by ‘Jungle Book,’ 
which appears headed for only fair 
biz. 


Estimates fer This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Joe Smith’ (M-G) and ‘Vanishirg 
Virginian’ (M-G). Figures to get 
okay $8,000. Last week, ‘Song Is- 
Janas’ (20th) and ‘Night Divorce’ 
(20th), fair enough at $5.900. 

Chicago (B & K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
—‘Male Animal’ (WB) and stage 
show topped by Inkspots and Jinx 
Falkenburg. Plenty powerful with 
help from picture which is receiving 
worthwhile comment. Splendid $44,- 
000. Last week, ‘Remarkable An- 
drew’ (Par) and Sammy Kaye orch 
on stage, neat $33,700. 

Garrick (B & K) (900; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘La. Purchase’ (Par). Makes it 
six weeks in loop, good $5,000, fol- 
lowing fine $6,100 last week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
55)—‘Canal Zone’ (Col) and ‘Hawaii 
Calls’ unit on stage. Just another 
week here, around average, $17,500. 
Last week, ‘Klondike’ (U) and Art 
Kassel orchestra on stage, good, $19,- 
100 largely on the Kassel name. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) (3d wk) 
and ‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U) (2d 
wk). Combination currently figures 
for $13,000 following snappy $16,200 
last week. 

Roosevelt (B & K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Dangerously Live’ (WB) and 
‘Always In Heart’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $8,000 following fine 
$11,400 last week. 

State-Lake (B & K) (2,700; 35-55- 
65-75)—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Took strong $21,100 last week 
and will hold for several weeks at 
indicated pace, at least a sturdy $16,- 
000, this session. 

United Artists (B & K-M-G) (1,- 
700; 325-55-65-75) — ‘Jungle Book’ 
(UA). Opened Saturday (11) and 
should take a fair enough $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Hardy Courtship’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), wavered in second sesh and 
went out at $10,100, less than ex- 


Weods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and 
‘Dr. Rx’ (U) (24 wk). Smash com- 
bination here, and mighty $10,000 
this week after socko $14,300 on first 
stanza. 


‘Song Islands’, $10,500, 
Tuneful in Seattle 


A Seattle, April 14. 

Spring weather hit the burg full 
force and night baseball will start 
mext week (21). However, healthy 
ayrolls and the tire situation will 

elp offset the usual effect of sum- 
mer weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)-—‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par) and ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par). 
Moveover from Paramount. ‘ Expects 
g00d $3,700. Last week, ‘Wolf Man’ 
(U) and ‘Mad Doctor’ (U), five days, 
poor $1,800, 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 23-40)—‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) 
and “Tarzan’s Secret’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Anticipate excellent $3,100. Last 
week, ‘Died with Boots’ (WB) and 
Remember the Day’ (20th) (2d run), 
SO-so $2,500. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 30-40-58)—‘Shores of Tripoli’ 
(20th) and ‘Sunny Side’ (20th). 
Headed for $12,500, magnificent. 
Last week, ‘Woman of Year’ (M-G), 
Second week, oke $6,200. 

._biberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
Jungle Book’ (UA) (2d wk). Good 
$500 on h.o. Last week, great $10,- 


Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-58 —‘Woman Year’ (M-G) 
and ‘Date with Falcon’ (RKO). Ex- 
pect good $4,500. Last week, ‘To Be’ 
(UA) and ‘Castle Desert’ (20th), 
800d $3,400. 

Music Hall (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 











(2,200; 30-40-58)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) 
and ‘Night Before Divorce’ (20th) 
(24 wk). Look for good $4,500. Last 
week, satisfactory $5,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-58 )—‘Captains of Clouds’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Indicate big $7,000. 
Last week, great $13,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
58)—‘Heart Rio Grande’ (Rep) and 
‘Jailhouse Blues’ (U), plus vaude. 
Expect nice $7,000. w 
‘Sleepy Time Gal’ (Rep) and ‘Brook- 
lyn Orchid’ (UA) and vaude, aver- 
age $6,700. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-58) — ‘Song Islands’ 
(20th) and ‘Secret Agent Japan’ 
(20th). See great $10,500. Last week, 
‘Bahama’ (Par) and ‘Torpedo Boat’ 
(Par), good $9,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-40)— 
‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Yank Bur- 
ma Road’ (M-G) (2d run). Good $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘Texas’ (Col) and 
‘Lady in Waiting’ (Col) (2d run), 
$2,600, okay. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and “You 
Belong to Me’ (Col) (3d run). Indi- 
cates good $2,900. Last week, ‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘All Money 
Can Buy’ (RKO), nice $2,700. 


Mr. V-Schnoz 
Plus Norvo Orch 
Fine $19,000, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Perfect weekend theatre weather 
gave Golden Triangle a break for a 
change, with first Saturday in some 
time that it hadn’t poured. Town 
depends on those weekends, too, for 
it’s come to be a three-day stand of 
late, biz on week days falling to 
almost nothing recently. ere 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays used 
to account for only about 45% of 
_ week’s take, now it’s closer to 

70+ 

Penn’s currently getting the play 
with ‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ and 
close runners-up are Stanley, with 
‘Mr. V’ and sock stage show headed 
by Jimmy Durante, and Harris, 
town’s newest first-run house, with 
‘To the Shores of Tripoli’ in sec- 
ond week. Spot, however, will hold 
it for only four days in order to get 
on a Wednesday inaugural regularly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d wk). Ginger 
Rogers picture never got started here 
and will hold only for four extra 
days, house getting back to a Wednes- 
day opening (15) with reissue of 
Gary Cooper drama, ‘Real Glory 
(UA), booked in because of current 
interest in Philippines, where story's 
laid. ‘Roxie’ will be lucky to get 
$2,200, on top of $6,800 opener, just 
fair for Easter week. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) (2d wk). 
In 4 days ‘Tripoli’ should do fine 
$8,000. Got nearly $17,500 in fine 
inaugural sessiop. 

rae (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40-55) 
—‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G). 
Grosses at this spot for the Hardy 
series have never varied more than 
a grand or so, and this chapters do- 
ing even a bit better than last couple. 
Looks like $16,500, fine. Last week, 
‘Male Animal’ (WB), $15,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Kennel 
Murder Case’ (WB) and ‘Gambling 
Lady’ (WB) (reissues). William 
Powell, Barbara Stanwyck, Joel Mc- 
Crea and Pat O’Brien names should 
enable twin oldies to get by at $2,000. 
Last week, ‘To Be’ (UA) (8d wk), 
around $2,200, ri successive stan- 
zas at Penn and arner. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th) and 
‘Canal Zone’ (Col). Double feature 
wili get only four days, house tak- 
ing ‘Tripoli’ from sister Alvin to- 
morrow (Wed.). Short session should 
grab $2,200. Last week, ‘Yanks Trin- 
idad’ (Col) and ‘Sunny Side’ (20th), 
fair $3,400. 

Senehoy (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
— Mr. V’ (UA) and Jimmy Durante- 
Red Norvo band-Mildred Bailey. 
First-rate combo all ‘round. Film 
well liked by everybody and —_ 
show packs plenty of wallop, with 
Schnozzola rated the No. 1 draw of 
the headlining trio. Better_than 
$19,000, very good. Last week, Wayne 
King and ‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides 
(WB), fell just short of $20,000. 

Warner (@WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Male Animal’ (WB). Moved here 
from Penn. Headed for at least $6,- 
000, alright, and sets up a third week 
at smaller Ritz. Last week, ‘Vanish- 
ing Virginian’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. and 











Mrs. North’ (M-G), $3,900, poor. J 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of April 16 
Capitel— ‘The Courtship of 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d week), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Feb. 11) 
Criterion—‘Joe Smith, Ameri- 
ean’ (M-G) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 7) 
Globe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(18). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 


Musie Hall— ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ (Par) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 25) 


Palace—‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 25) 

Paramount—‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 18) 

Rialto— ‘Kid Glove Killer’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 11) 

Rivoli— ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 25) 

Rexy—‘To the Shores of Trip- 
oli’ (20th) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 11) 

Stanley — ‘Guerilla Brigade’ 
(Artkino) (13). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Strand — ‘Dangerously They 

Live’ (WB) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Week of April 23 

Capitel—‘The Lady Is Willing’ 
(Col). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 28) 

Glebe—The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(2d week). 

Music, Hall—‘We Were Danc- 
ing’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 21) 

Paramount —‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) (4th week). 

Rivoli— ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) 
(4th week). 

Rexy—‘Rings on Her Finger’ 
(20th). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 11) 

Stanley — ‘Guerilla Brigade’ 
(Artkino) (2d week). 

Strand — ‘Dangerously They 
Live’ (WB) (3d week). 


KINGS, $15,000, 
IN OK BUFF. 


Buffalo, April 14. 

Main stem wickets are whammo 
for the current canto, with all of the 
turnstiles whirring at a blow-off 
pace. 

Alvino Rey and ‘Rings on Her 
Fingers’ are set for a fine tally at the 
Buffalo, while ‘Kings Row,’ at the 
Lakes, sizes up as another top coin 
grabber. Carl Hoff and John Boles 
appear headed for only fair take at 
20th-Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and Alvino 
Rey orch. Crack stage show with 
fair film proving hefty magnet, 
around $21,000. Last week, ‘Fleet’s 
In’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par), very 
profitable $14,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Kings Row’ (WB). Should show 
impressive $15,000. Last week, 
‘Song of Islands’ (20th) and ‘Sunny 
Side’ (20th), sock $14,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Song 
of Islands’ (20th) and ‘Sunny Side’ 
(20th) (2d run). Nice $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G) and ‘Time 
for Keeps’ (M-G), good $7,700. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 30-443 
—Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) (2d wk) 
and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U). Five-day stanza 
will push up gross to $8,000. Last 
week, with ‘Bombay Clipper’ (U), 
heavy $15,000. 

20th Century (Ind) (3.000; 30-55 )— 
‘Road to Happiness’ (Mono), Carl 
Hoff orch and John Boles. Not too 
strong, $12,000. Last week, ‘Law of 
Tropics’ (WB) and Ina Ray Hutton 
orch, $12,000. 


HORROR PLUS ‘DIVORCE’ 
NICE $12,000 IN J. C. 


Jersey City, April 14. 

Holdover’s ‘Woman of the Year,’ at 
Loew’s, and ‘Kings Row,’ at Stanley, 
continue to do powerful business. 

‘The Ghost of Frankenstein,’ show- 
ing at the State, will get a nice gross. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s ‘Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55) 
—=‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G) (2d wk). Will 
collect fine $12,000. Last week, great 
$18,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500: 30-35-55)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) and ‘Bullet Scars’ 
(WB) (2d wk). This is one of the 
Stanley’s rare holdovers; will draw 
good $11,000. Last week, $17,500, 
swell. 

State (Skouras) (2,200: 30-35-53)— 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Night 
Before Divorce’ (20th). Exvect 
pleasing $12.000. Last week, ‘Male 
Animal’ (WB) and ‘Secret Agent of 
Japan’ (20th), terrific $14,500. 























Tourists Show-Minded, N.Y. Biz Big: 


Garfield; Stage ‘n 
‘Invaders -Vaude, 


Pic, High $45,000, 
286, Reap’ 3d, 966 





With a couple of exceptions, busi- 
ness on the New York first-run front 
is exceptionally robust. All of the 
five stageshow houses are packing 
‘em in, aided immensely by big 
weekends via visiting firemen and 
servicemen. They always seek out 
the theatres having in-person enter- 
tainment. 

The Strand and State are the only 
stageshow spots with new shows. 
‘Dangerously They Live’ is playing 
the former, with Dick Stabile, John 
Garfield and Gracie Barrie on stage. 
Big from the gun, the show will 
probably get $45,000 or better. 

State is doing surprisingly well 
with ‘Invaders’ on second-run and a 
vaude bill headed by Billy Gilbert, 
screen comic. House may top a 
strong $28,000. This business is all 
the more remarkable since ‘Invaders’ 
played four weeks at the nearby 
Capitol. 

In the sensational class are ‘Favor- 
ite Blonde’ and the Tommy Dorsey 
band at the Paramount, which fin- 
ished its second stanza last night 
(Tuesday) at a lofty $73,000, only 
$6,000 behind their initial seven days. 

Very muscular is ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ at the Music Hall, which will 
be $96,000, or over, this week, its 
third. The ‘Glory of Easter’ portion 
of the stageshow comes out tonight 
(Wednesday), with balance remain- 
ing for the fourth round of ‘Reap.’ 

Roxy continues to get ’em in large 
numbers with ‘Shores of Tripoli,’ 
which begins its fourth lap toda 
(Wednesday) after garnering a aoak 
$56,000 on the third ended last night 
(Tuesday ). 

‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ is 
bringing the Capitol another off 
week, with only about $20,000 indi- 
cated, while ‘Jungle Book,’ now in 
its second week at the Rivoli, is 
fairly good at $22,000 or better. 

‘Joe Smith, American’ is exerting 
strong pull at the Criterion, where 
it wound up its second week last 
night (Tuesday) at $12,500. 

Only houses not holding over cur- 
rent shows are the Rialto, Globe. 
State and Palace, making it a total 
of eight that will retain current at- 
tractions. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 44-65-85-99) 
—Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Doing a strong business, with second 
week concluded Sunday night (12) 
being $16,600, while initial six days 
was $17,800. 

Capitel (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G). This one.in the Hardy series, 
probably the last to be made, is fail- 
ing to attract at only around $20,900, 
light. Holds over, however. Last 
week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) dipped 
to below this figure. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75)—‘Joe Smith, American’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Begins third and possibly 
final stanza today (Wednesday) 
second week up last night (Tuesday) 
was a very sturdy $12,500, while first 
seven days totaled nearly $25,000, 
big. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 28-35-55)— 
‘Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col) (2d-final 
wk). Holding up well, auguring 
about $9,500. Last week (ist) was 
$14,000, excellent. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) (2d 
run) and ‘Night Before Divorce’ 
(20th) (ist run), dualed. This dou- 
bleton will get $8,300 or thereabouts, 
fair. Last week, ‘Song of Islands’ 
(20th) and ‘Always in My Heart’ 
(WB), both 2d run, $9,100, pretty 
good. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and 
Tommy Dorsey on stage (3d wk). A 
smash of the first water, the second 
week through last night (Tuesday) 
having been $73,000, close behind the 
Easter week take of $79,000. Show 
begins third canto today (Wednes- 
day) and will remain for.a fourth. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5.945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )—‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par) and stageshow (3d 
wk). Powerful draught of fhe De- 
Mille picture will mean $96,000 or 
better this week. Last lap over 
Easter jumped the gross to an excep- 
tional $115,000. Holds a fourth week, 
becoming one of the comparatively 
few films to remain here that long. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Ghost of Frankenstein’ (U) (2d-final 
wk). Continues doing nicely, about 
$9,000 on the holdover, while pre- 
ceding seven days was $12,000, very 
fancy for this small-seater. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,082; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—Jungle Book’ (UA) (2d wk). Not 
up to opening week’s strength of 
better than $35,000 but okay at $22,- 
000 or better and holds over. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) and 
stageshow (4th wk). Begins fourth 
and maybe its concluding week to- 
day (Wednesday); third heat ended 
last night (Tuesday) very big at 
$56,000. The second week was a 
socko $63,000. 

State (Loew’s (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 


99-$1.10)—‘Invaders’ (Col) (2d run) 
and vaude show including Billy Gil- 
bert, Al Siegal, Susan Miller, others. 
Plenty of action here this week with 
$28,000, possibly more, seen. 
week “Woman of Year’ (M-G), (2d 
run) plus John Boles, Joe Rines, 
Hartmans in person, was near $33,000, 
very big. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—"Dangerously They Live’ (WB) 
and on stage. Dick Stabile, John Gar- 
field and Gracie Barrie. In person 
portion of show providing strong 
support for picture, which also stars 
Garfield; particularly fine $45,000, or 
over, in view and holds. Last week 
second for ‘Male Animal’ and Shep 
Fields topped $40,000, swell. 


ROXIE, $22,000, 
GREAT IN DET. 


_—- - 


Detroit, April 14. 

_ Grosses here continue on the boom 
side of the ledgers. Although Lent 
was strong here, grosses have 
mounted to a still higher level than 
usual and are holding to such gains. 

Again it will be a duel this week 
between the Fox and the Michigan, 
with the former ego: coming out 
ahead with its bill of ‘Roxie Hart’ 
and ‘Valley of the Sun.” Close to this 
pair will be the Michigan’s ‘Captain 
of the Clouds’ and ‘Remarkable 
Andrew.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Blue, 
White’ (20th). Former moved after 
big week at Fox; good for great 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Ride "Em Cow- 
boy’ (U) (3d wk) and ‘Canal Zone’ 
(Col), fine $6,000. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Valley 
Sun’ (RKO). Great $22,000. Last 
week, ‘Song Islands’ (20th) and 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th), huge 
$24,000. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—Captain Clouds’ (WB) 
and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par). 
Crix gave both a nod and sock 
$22,000 looming up. Last week, ‘To 
Be’ (UA) and ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par), sock 
$23,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 40-55-65)—“To Be’ (UA) (2d 
wk) and ‘Through Night’ (WB) (3d 
wk). Plenty of strength left here for 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ 
(RKO) (3d wk) and “Through Night’ 
(WB) (2d wk), nice $9,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65) — ‘Courtship Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi Agent’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), fine $9,000, following 
smash $15,000 last week. 


TRIPOLI’ BIG $17,000, 
PACING OK ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, April 14. 

Two days of almost continuous 
rain on current,week crimped b.o. 
activity, but biz picked up consider- 
able acceleration thereafter and all 
of the deluxers should gather fair 
quantities of kale. For the first time 
in many moons the Fox used a full 
page ad to bally ‘Tripoli’ and should 
be the leader in the b.o. race. Loew's 
dished out 1,000 pix of Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur to the first customers Sat- 
urday (11) to hypo h. o. of ‘Court- 
ship of Andy _lardy.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Leew's (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-56)— 
‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Returned to Life’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Nothing better than average 
$12,000, to tack on to good $15,800 for 
first stanza. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Al- 
ways in Heart’ (W_»). Should col- 
lect good $11,000. Last week, ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) and “Tragedy Midnight’ 
(Rep), disappointed at $11,500, but 








good. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) and 


‘Sunnyside’ (20th). Swell $17,000 the 
banner take of the town currently. 
Last week, ‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) 
and ‘Two Ya-ks in Trinidad’ (Col), 
fair $10,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570: 30-40-50)— 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (2d wk) and ‘Lady 
Has Plans’ (Por). Swell $6,500. Last 
week, with ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) 
sock $8,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Ride ’Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘New 
York Town’ (Par). Getting good $8,- 
000. Last week, ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ 





(U) and ‘Among Living’ (Par), wow 
$8,100. 
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All B.0.s Boffo in Philly; ‘Tripolr, 
$22,500, Shanghai, 116, Both Big 








Philadelphia, April 14. 

It’s boom town business in Philly 
this sesh. Thore’s plenty of coin 
around this town and the spending 
spree is beginning to get into high 
gear. A 

Far and away the biggest gross is 
being chalked up at the Earle, where 
Benny Goodman’s band and ‘Juke 
Box Jenny’ are cracking records, On 
Saturday (11) the combo hit an all- 
time high for the spot with a sock 
$2,000 for the day. j 

Others hanging on to the gravy 
train are ‘Shores of Tripoli,’ ‘Shang- 
hai Gesture’ and holdovers of ‘Kings 
Row’ and ‘Mr. V.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Mr. V’ (UA) (2d wk). Slipped a 
little, but still okay with $8,500. Ini- 
tialer okay $12,000. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (2d run), 
Okay $4,000. Last week’s holdover 
of ‘La. Purchase’ (Par) fine $3,800 for 
second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). Plenty 
of vitamins in this one, with solid 
$17,000 this trip. Preem last week 
clicko $22,000, plus $4,000 for ‘bonus’ 
show at Earle. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U) with Benny 
Goodman’s orch. Chalking up near- 
house record with terrif $33,000. The 
swing king and his crew set an all- 
time high for one day with $8,000 
on Sat. (11). Last week’s take for 
*Martin Eden’ (Col) with Blue Bar- 
ron orch, Jerry Lester and Yvette, 
ee by comparison with fair $17,- 


Fox (WB) (2,425: 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Song of Islands’ (20th) (2d wk). Still 

lenty tuneful with $12,000. Opener 
ast week goc.. $17,000. ‘Courtship 
of Andy Hardy’ (M-G) opens Fri- 
day (17). 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO) 
First run of Joan Carroll starrer 
getting sad $2,500. Last week, ‘Ba- 
hama Passage’ (Par) almost as bad 
with $3,000 for second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,200; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ ('') (2d run). 
Slowing down to a walk with $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Male Animal’ (WB), fair 
$4,500 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th). Plenty of 
exploitation on the leatherneck saga 
and getting socko $22,500. In addi- 
tion, ‘Shores’ netted hefty $3,500 for 
‘gravy’ screening Sunday at Earle. 
Last week, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) 
rode to poor $10,500 for holdover. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA). Defying 
the panning of the crix with nifty 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Ghost of 
Frankenstein’ (U), wound up second 
sesh with good $7,500. 


‘Spoilers’ Big $12,000, 
Ace Filmer in Balto; 
‘Trinidad’-McCoy 166 


Baltimore, April 14. 

Slight letdown here following 
booming biz of Easter holiday and 
Army Day interlude. In solid groove 
is ‘Two Yanks in Trinidad’ nicely 
spliced to Clyde McCoy orch. on 
stage at the combo Hipp. Strong 
advance selling of ‘The Spoilers’ is 
counting at the b.o. at Keith’s. Rest 
of town is mostly h.o. but fairly 
steady. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 17- 
28-44-55) —‘Were Dancing’ (M-G). 
Took a going over from crix but 
moderate at $10,000. Last week, 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) cashed in on 
strong ballyhoo for solid $15,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Two Yanks 
Trinidad’ (Col) plus Clyde McCoy 








orch and vaude. Excellent $16,000. 
Last week, ‘What’s Cookin’ (U) ow- 
ing it all to Charlie Spivak band and 
Connee Boswell, went way over pre- 
vious estimates to a whammo $19,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 17- 
28-33-39-44-55)—'The Spoilers’ (U). 
Strongly sold for a solid $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Lady Plans’ (Par), fair- 
ish $8,900. 

_Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 20-40)—‘Pa- 
cific Blackout’ (Par). Tied in some 
exploitation angles to build an all 
right $3.500. Last week, ‘Martin 
Eden’ (Col) (2d wk), added mild 
$2,600 to fairish opening round at 
$3.900. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581: 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Song Islands’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding good pace at $5,000 after 
chalking up an okay $7,200 first time 
around. 

Roslyn (Levin) (800: 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Born to Sing’ (M-G). Some re- 
sponse to possible $2.500. Last week, 
‘Always in Heart’ (WB) ambled in 
with $2,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-40-55) 
—Male Animal’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding up in good style to possible 
$9.000 after chalking up a healthy 
$12,400 on initial sesh. 


‘Tripoli’ Banging Over 
Robust $10,600 in Port. 


Portland, Ore., April 14. 
Openers taking honors this week 
are ‘Shores of Tripoli’ at the Or- 
pheum and ‘Lady Has Plans,’ at 
Paramount, ‘Tripoli’ is an outstand- 
ing smash. 
‘Fantasia,’ back at popular admish, 
is pulling okay at the Music Box. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Born 
Sing’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still soaring 
along in h.o. for great $7,000. First 
week, terrific $13,000. 


Mayfajr (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50 )—Legit this week. Last 
week. ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and 
‘Iee Capades’ (Rep), $5,800, high for 
this house. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 35-40-50) — ‘Fantasia’ (RKO). 
Back at pop prices. Going over for 
strong $6,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen } 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Shores of Tripoli’ 
(20th). In line for terrific $10,600. 
Last week, ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 
and ‘In Army Now’ (WB), satisfac- 
tory $5,600. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Lady Plans’ (Par) 
and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par). 
Looks like good $6,900. Last week, 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Secret Agent 
Japan’ (20th), high $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50) — ‘Courtship Andy Hardy 
(M-G) (2d wk) with ‘Nazi Agent’ 
(M-G) (1st wk). still going over for 
good $4,800. First week, ‘Hardy’ solo, 
big $8,000, 


B’KLYN H.0.S HAVE B.0,; 





‘MR. V’ GOOD $18,000 





Brooklyn, April 14. 

Holdovers in downtown sector are 
doing remarkably well this stanza. 
Fabian Paramount, playing ‘Kings 
Row’ and ‘Harvard, Here I Come’ 
third week will show nice profit, as 
will Fabian Fox in second week with 
‘Invaders’ and ‘Shut My Big Mouth.’ 
Loew’s Met biz okay with ‘Mister V’ 
and ‘Bugle Sounds.’ Good biz at 
Strand with Les Brown orch and 
‘Canal Zone’ on screen. Strand shut- 
ters for season following current bill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 
—Song of Islands’ (20th) (2d wk) 
and ‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO). Sat- 
isfactory $16,000. Last week ‘Sunny 
Side’ (20th), okay $15,500. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Shut Big Mouth’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Continuing to draw 
crowds and will get nifty $16,000. 
Last week, splendid $19,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Mister V’ (UA) and ‘Bugle Sounds’ 
(M-G). Nice going at $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Born to Sing’ (M-G), attractive $17,- 
000. 

Paramount (Fabian) ‘Kings Row’ 
(WB) and ‘Harvard’ (Col) (3d wk). 
No letdown for this combo. Hefty 
$17,000. Last week. strong $18,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Canal Zone’ (Col) and stage show 


featuring Les Brown’s orch. Healthy | 
engagement. | 


$9,000 for four-day 
House shuts down for summer after 
this show. Last week, ‘Mr. Wise Guy’ 
(Mono) and Muggsy Spanier’s orch, 
Cliff Nazarro and Diosa Costello, 
poor $5,500. 


“TRIPOL! BOFF $12,000 
IN HEALTHY L’VILLE 


Louisville, April 14. 

Business is exceptionally good this 
week. Triangle formed by the Mary 
Anderson, Rialto and Loew’s State, 
within a stone’s throw of each other, 
are catching just about all the 
patronage they can accommodate 
comfortably. Rialto, with ‘Shores of 
Tripoli, has the edge, but ‘Andy 
Hardy,’ at Loew’s State, and ‘Blues 
in the Night,’ at Mary Anderson, are 
pounding along fast in the b.o. race. 

Some 7,000 school teachers from 
out-state will barge into town this 
week for their annual convention, 
starting Thursday (16). 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40 )—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Fly 
By Night’ (Par). Moveover from 
Rialto aiming at nice $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Green Was Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th), on return after 
about six weeks lapse, medium 
$2,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Belong to 
Me’ (Col). Maintaining nice pace to 
register Okay $1,500. Last week, 
‘Died With Boots On’ (WB) and ‘Go 
West Young Lady’ (Col), medium 
$1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 











30-40) — ‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ 


(M-G) and ‘Man Returned to Life’ 
(Col). Usual bumper family trade is 
in evidence and indications are for 
splendid $11,000. Last week, ‘Jungle 
Book’ (UA) and ‘Boston Blackie’ 
(Col), medium $7,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—Blues in Night’ (WB). 
Title is potent factor in the draw, as 
well as the theme tune, which has 
received terrific radio plugs. Should 
build week’s take to fine $4,500 and 
possible h.o. Last week, fifth for 
‘Kings Row’ (WB), satisfactory 
$2,800. ’ 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and 
‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th). Martial 
theme, Marines marching, etc., all 
shaping as b.o. natural here. Looks 
like terrific $12,000. Last week, 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Fly By Night’ 
(Par), slick $9,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) 
and ‘Unseen Enemy’ (U) (2d wk). 
H.o. stanza holding up well to indi- 
cated $2,800. Last week, great 
$6,000. 


ROONEY, $16,000, 
CLEVE. SMASH 


Cleveland, April 14. 
Post-Easter grosses are rolling to 
high levels. ‘Two Yanks in Trini- 
,dad,’ tuned up by Xavier Cugat’s 
orch, is potting biggest score for 
Palace, and ‘Courtship of Andy 
Hardy’ is giving State one of win- 
ter’s best weeks. ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
also showing speed at Hipp. 
Estimates for This Week , 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55)— 
‘Song Islands’ (20th) (2d wk.). Not 
enough hoke for this house, but 


moveover’s helding up smartly, 
$7,000. Last round, ‘All Through 
Night’ (WB) (2d wk.), was stronger, 
$7,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-54- 
55)—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U). Profit- 
able corn that clientele is gobbling 
up with relish; excellent $14,500 











(20th), poor $1,000. 


Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-56-55- 
70)—‘Two Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) 
plus Xavier Cugat’s orch. Rhumba 
king being treated handsomely on 
local vaude bow; good support from 
comedy and wired for $20,000, ex- 
ceptionally good. Last week, ‘Rings 
Fingers’ (20th) with Martha Raye 
heading stage bill, took lar. aping 
from Metropolitan Opera and Gene 
Autry rodeo; not quite $18,000, but 
okay. 

State Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G). 
Mickey Rooney always could clean 
up here even if he only read a dic- 
tionary. Lobby jammed over week- 
j}end and edging gross to $16,000, 
| spectacular. Last lap, ‘Fleet’s In’ 
| (Par), conventional $12,500. 
| Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35- 
|42-55)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par). Move- 
over in neighborhood of $7,000, fine. 
|Last week, ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par), $4,500, 
| satisfactory on strictly juve trade. 











‘Lady Plans’ Nice $6,500, 
Memphis; ‘Tripoli’ Ditto 


Memphis, April 14. 
Main Street biz is split between 


newcomers and holdovers, and okay 
all over. 


‘To Shores of Tripoli’ at Loew’s 
State and the Malco’s ‘Lady Has 
Plans’ are fresh entries, with both 
in the money. 


Baseball season got under way this 
week, but crowds were not too good 
and theatres scarcely noticed the 
competish, 

Estimates for This Week 


Warner (WB) (2,009; 10-33-44)— 
‘Male Animal’ (WB) (2d wk). Did 
a good $5,000 first stanza and looks 
to $3,500 on h.o. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—Lady Plans’ (Par). Sexy selling 
has ’em coming in droves, mebbe to 
nice $6,500. Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ 
(Par), $6,700, very good. i 

State (Loew) (2,600; 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th). Action stuff 
looks appealing to war-minded 
Memphis, nice $6,500 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA), $4,500, 
not bad. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10-33-44)— 
‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Indicated .$3,600 for second session. 
Last week, nice $5,500. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Son Fury’ (20th) (2d run), 
three days; ‘Date Faicon’ (RKO), two 
days; ‘North Klondike’ (U), two 
days. Pretty good average at $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Ride ’Em Cowboy’ (U) 
(2d run), three days; ‘Spooks Wild’ 
(Mono), two days; and ‘Heart Rio 
Grande’ (Rep), $1,800, big. 


10-33-44 )— 





Lincoln Biz N.S.G.; 
‘Dancing’ Nice $3,000 


._ Lincoln, Neb., April 14. 

With” ‘We Were Deperg, the 
Stuart is doing quite nicely. arsity 
is running close second with ‘Jungle 
Book.’ 

Biz as a whole, however, is none 
too good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial ‘(Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 9-17)-——Beginning run of sec- 
onds until remodeling starts. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 


9-30-44) —‘Always in My Heart’ 
(WB), three days, and week of 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par). Fairish 2,700. 


Last week, ‘Courtship Andy Frardy’ 
(M-G), fine $3,400. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236:- 9-20-28)—‘Secret Agent Japan’ 
(20th) and ‘North Klondike’ (20th). 
So-so $1.100. Last week, ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G) and ‘Mrs. 
North’ (M-G), poor $900. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986: 10-25- 
30)—‘Canal Zone’ (Col) and ‘Officer 
and Ladv’ (Col), split with ‘Santa Fe 
Trail’ (WB) and ‘All Over Town’ 
(Rep). Nice $1.700. Last week, ‘Ad- 
ventures Martin Eden’ (Col) and 
‘Miss Polly’ (UA), split with ‘Who’s 
Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Mercy Island’ 
(Ren), good $2.000. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooner-Par) (1,859; 
9-30-44)—‘We Were Dancing’ (M-G). 
Nice $3.000. Last week. ‘Tripoli 
Shores’ (20th). excellent.$4.200. 

Varsitv (Noble-Federer) (1,100: 10- 
30-44)-—‘Tunesle Book’ (UA). Swell 
$2.500. Lact week, ‘Lady Willing’ 
(Col), fair $2,000. 


H.0.8 UP MONT’L BIZ; 
‘ANIMAL’ BIG $7,000 


Montreal, April 14. 

All single first-runs are repeating 
currently, leaving only a brace with 
new pix, so that means total] grosses 
will be on the light side. ‘Male 
Animal,’ at Capitol, dividing top rat- 
ing with h.o. of ‘Woman of Year,’ 
at Loew’s, 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)—‘Son 
of Fury’ (20th) (2d wk). Nice $6,- 
000 hy cight, after juicy $9,000 last 
week, 


Capitol 








(CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 


sighted. Last chapter, ‘Song Islands’ on, os esa and ym 
(20th), sang out cheerful $14,000:°° *“Ponp : 2a ng to ae $7,- 
, 000. Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) 
Lake (Warners) (800; 30-35-42-55) | and ‘Glamor Boy’ (Par), good $7,500. 
—All Through Night’ (WB) (3d Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
wk.). Very nice $2,500 on shiftover.| ‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Last folio, ‘Gentleman At Heart’| Pacing good $7,000, following nice 


$9,000 iast week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Time for 
Keeps’ (M-G). Should tally good 
$4,800. Last week, ‘Dangerously 
Live’ (WB) an° ‘Tramp, Tramp’ 
(WB), okay $4,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60) 
—To Be’ (UA) (2d wk). Nice $3,- 
500 in sight, after good $4,000 last 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500: 30- 
40)—‘Hotel du Nord’ and ‘Abus de 
Confiance. Good summer average 
around $4,500. Last week, ‘Lanciers 
a engal’ ana ‘Maternite,’ good $4,- 


‘ROXIE,’ $20,000, ‘KING'S’ 





Newark, April 14. 

Newark’s best-business attractions 
this week are ‘Kings Row,’ at the 
Branford, and ‘Roxie Hart,’ at Proc- 
tor’s. 

At Adams, Count Basie’s orch, 
with a little help from ‘Harvard, 
Here I Come,’ is grossing well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—‘Harvard, Here I Come’ (Col) and 
Count Basie’s orch. Band’s heat is 
plenty popular in Newark and seems 
likely to grab neat $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Castle Desert’ (20th) and Les 
Brown’s band and vaude, fair $12,000. 

Branford (WB) (2.800; 28-33-44- 
55)—‘Kings Row’ (WB). Solo will 
probably get powerful $18,000. Last 


week, ‘Male Animal’ (WB) and 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U), thunder- 
ing $19,000. 


Capitol (WB) (1,200: 20-28-39-44)— 


‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Don’t 
Get Personal’ (U) (2d run). Only 
fair $2,300. Last week, ‘Sullivan’s 


Travels’ (Par) and ‘Wild Bill Hickok’ 
(WB), slow $2,100. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000: 30- 
35-44-55)—‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep) 
and ‘SOS Coast Guard’ (Rep). Set 
has no strength: weak $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Affairs 
Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep),  socko 
$18,000. 


Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-60-70) 
—Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Call Out 
Marines’ (RKO), plus vaude Mon- 
day and Tuesday nights. House’s 
unusually high admission prices, 
vaude and seating capacity helping 
it collect swell $20,000. Last week, 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Gentleman 
Heart’ (20th) (2d wk), sizzling 
$17,000. 

State (Loew’s) (2.600; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and 
‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
+ nee Last week, thumping 
17, ; 





$18,000 BIG IN NEWARK: 


CINCY BIZ BIG; 


$16,000 





Cincinnati, April 14. 

Wickets of major houses are sing- 
ing a merry tune currently, with 
general biz on the climb. Loudest 
trade tinkle is on ‘To Shores of 
Tripoli,’ at Albee. ‘Male Animal,’ in 
Palace, is racking up a nifty num- 
ber. Keith’s is on the fair side with 
‘Mister V.’ 

Lyric is doing okay with ‘Eternal 
Gift,’ pic sponsored by a Catholic 
group. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th). Great 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), 
big $14,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). Re- 
markable $10,000, on heels of sen- 
sational $12,500 in first week. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Duke of Navy’ (PRC) and ‘Frisco 
Lil’ (U), split with “Tragedy at Mid- 
night’ (Rep) and ‘Mr. Wise Guy’ 
(Mono). Average $2,100. Same last 
week on ‘Riders Timberline’ (Par) 
and ‘Jail House Blues’ (U), divided 
with ‘Man Two Lives’ (Mono) and 
‘Bill Fargo’ (U). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par). Moveover from 
Albee for second week. All right, 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par) 
and ‘Hayfoot’ (UA), fairly good 


$4,800. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Mister V’ (UA). Fair $4,200. Last 
week, ‘Always in Heart’ (WB), six 
days, floppo $2,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55)—‘Eternal 
Gift’ (Ind). Sponsored by Catholic 
group, which is selling tickets away 
from as well as at theatre. Has l7c 
price for juves. Maybe $4,000, no 
complaints. Last week, ‘Lady Will- 
ing’ (Col) (2d run), at regular 28-33- 
42 scale, dull $2,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Male Animal’ (WB). Very good 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Courtship Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk), mild $7,000 
following swell $12,000 for initial 
week. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par). Awful 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Invaders’ (Col) 
(3d wk), okay $3,800, hitting close to 
dandy $17,000 for the run. 


‘Hardy’ Strong $16,000 
Prov. Best; ‘Tripoli’ 126 
In 2d Wk, ‘Fleet’ 86 Ditto 


Providence, April 14. 

Continuing at a fast pace, main 
stemmers are plenty big all around. 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ is strong in its 
second at Majestic, and ‘Fleet’s In’ is 
a holdover at Strand. Biz is ex- 
pected to suffer slightly with playing 
of Hamid-Morton Circus at the 
| Rhode Island Auditorium, from April 
13-19. 











| Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2.200; 28-39-50)— 
\‘Call Marines’ (RKO) and ‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO).- Neat $9.000. Last 
week, ‘Who’s Laughing’ (RKO) and 





‘All Money Buy’ (RKO), trim $9,200. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Born 
to Sing’ (M-G) (2d run). Fairish 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Song Islands’ 
(20th) and ‘Gentleman Heart’ (20th), 
nifty $3,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400: 28-39-50)— 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and vaude. 
Paced at peppy $6,800. Last week, 
‘Heart Rio Grande’ (Rep) and vaude, 
nice $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50 )— 
‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Divorce’ (20th) (2d wk.). Hanging 
on for sock $12,000. Last week, took 
in sky-high $16,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3.200; 44-55- 
65)—Ken Murray, Ray Heatherton, 
Benny Rubin and Morton Downey 
on stage and ‘Snuffy Smith’ (Mono). 
Only fair $7,000 in three-day run. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Canal 
Zone’ (Col), Rooney series goes big 
hereabouts and this is knockout 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ 
(UA) and ‘Born to Sing’ (M-G), good 
$12,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Sleepytime 
Gal’ (Rep) (2d wk.). Rounding out 
swell $8,000 after garnering nifty 
$10,500 in first stanza. 





Harry Martin, Jr., Joins 
Great Lakes, Ill., April 14. 
Harry Martin, Jr., 22, former an- 
nouncer and radio engineer of sta- 
tion WRRN, Warren, O., enlisted in 
U. S. Naval Reserve as a radioman, 
second class, now training here. 


A former bandsman with Ben 


Bernie and Jack Teagarden, Arthur 
White, 25, is now in training at the 
U. S. Naval Training Station here 
as a musician, second class. 
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Soldiers in S.F. Go for Dolls and Action: 
‘Vanities = Spitfire $72,000, in Groove 








San Francisco, April 14. 

With town draining pictures to the 
ast drop, and all one of the 
straight picture houses having hold- 
overs, Golden Gate leads b.o. parade 
for the current week. Theatres are 

etting a strong piey from Pacific 
Coast embarkers blue and drab 
who have been cavorting about and 
seeking amusement of any sort prior 
to departure for destinations un- 
known. 

Army and Navy boys represent 
about 20% of the males seen around 
town and go strongly for any screen 
fare, especially action and dame 
stuff. There’s a double treat at the 
Gate. where Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ 
headed by Doe Rockweil and Think- 
a-Drink Hoffman, are doing top trade 
of the town, coupled with ‘Mexican 
Spitfire at Sea.” Orpheum leads the 
straight picture houses with ‘The In- 
vaders.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55 )}—To 
Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Night Be- 
fore Divorce’ (20th) (24 wk). House, 
off the beaten path, which for years 
had tough time getting three days’ 
business for a picture, is doing big 
second stanza with this one at $13,- 
000. Last week, huge $25,000. 

Gelden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—"Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO), bol- 
Earl a ag ee 
Gals drawing boys uniform 
will do healthy $22,000. Last week, 
‘Joan of Paris’ (RKO) backed by 
Jack len orech and Dick - 
greet ete on (2,440; 35- 

Orpheum (B ) (2,440; 
PA eat, ~(Col) and ‘Hay 
Foot’ (UA). Best screen fare at this 
spot in years. Heading for immense 
$16,000 on initial stanza and will stick 
around for three or four weeks. Last 
week, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and 
‘Jukebox’ (Col), third and final 
week, faded out to tune of around 
$6,500, on the borderline. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—‘Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB) and 
‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) (2d wk). Ser- 
vicemen from sticks take naturally 
to this corny combo; around $9,000. 
Last week, $15,000, terrific. 

St. Franeis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Last 
Duanes’ (20th) (2d wk). Going bet- 
ter than first week and should come 
through with around $6,500. Last 
week, an even $6,000. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100: 35-40-55) —"To Be’ (UA) and 
‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA) (5th wk). 
Pancaked a bit on account of stretch- 
ing date to fifth stanza. Approxi- 
mately $4,500. Last week, fourth, 
limped in with barely $6,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) 
Nearly $9,000 on final week. Last 
week, second, acquitted itself cred- 
itably to tune of $12,000. 





DENVER; ‘FLEET’ 1026 2D 


: Denver, April 14. 

Crowds at the Denver where “To 
the Shores of Tripoli’ tops a double- 
feature bill are too large to handle, 
with the week’s biz easily leading 
the town. “The Fleet’s In’ and ‘Fly 
By Night’ combo at the Denham also 
is strong, and could hold. However, 
with a stageshow booked for next 
session, this is impossibie. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Song Islands’ (20th), after week at 
Denver. Oke $4,000. Last week, 
‘Ride Em Cowboy’ (U), after Denver 
week, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Mr., 
Mrs. North’ (M-G) after week at 
Orpheum. 
‘Eternal Gift’ (Indie), dismal $1,200. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 

40)—‘Pleet’s In’ (Par) (2d wk) and 
‘Fly By Night’ (Par). Big $10,500, 
and could holdover excepting for 
Stageshow skedded for next week. 
Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) not as 
good as expected but still fine at 
$10,000. 
_,wenver (Pox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘To Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and 
Blondie’s Blessed Event’ (Col). 
Wham $14,500, and holds over. Last 
week, ‘Song Islands’ (20th) and 
Canal Zone’ (Cal), strong $13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and 
Yank Burma Road’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Satisfactory $7,700 for second session. 
Last week, ‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) 
ito Burma Road’ (M-G), fine 





_Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) and 
Dudes Pretty’ (UA). Good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Bill Hickok’ (WB) and 
Yokel Boy’ (Rep), ditto $6,000. 

,,Rialte (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Ride 
Em Cowboy’ (U), after Denver and 
Aladdin weeks, and ‘Man Returned 
to Life’ (Col). Okay $2,000. Last 
Week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA), after 
Denver and Rialto weeks, fair $1,700. 


(3d wk).4 


Poor $2,000. Last week, | 








Key City ( Grosses 


Estimated Teta! Gross 


er Week .... 2-0. $1,989,100 
* (Based on 26 cities, 180 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs. tncluding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 


re $1,342,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 177 theatres) 


Gene Krupa-‘Lady Plans’ 
Tops Mpls., Sock $18,000; 
‘Captains’ Zooms to 106 


Minneapolis, April 14. 

Thanks to Gene Krupa’s band and 
stage show with ‘Lady Has Plans,’ 
the Orpheum has the big boxoffice 
edge currently. Other loophouses are 
partly helped by Orpheum overflows. 
Among the straight film offerings, 
‘Captain of the Clouds,’ at the State, 
is sock, . 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Scorched Earth’ (PRC) and ‘Mr. 
Mrs. North’ (M-G). In five days, fair 
$1,400. ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G) 
and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U), open Wednesday 
(15). Last week, ‘Torpedo Boat’ 
(Par) and ‘Young America’ (20th) 

t with ‘Castle Desert’ (20th) and 

‘our Jacks, Jill’ (RKO), good $2,000. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (2d wk). Slipping 
after healthy first week. Fairly good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Remember Day” 
(20th), good $4,700. 

Gepher (P-S) (998; 28-30)—‘Joe 
Smith, American’ (M-G). Light $2,- 
400. Last week, ‘Confirm, Deny’ 
(20th), sad $2,500. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55)— 
‘Lady Plans’ (Par) and Gene Krupa 
band and acts on stage. Terrific all- 
around show. Sweeping all opposi- 
tion aside for tremendous $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U), 
so-so $7,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 30-40-50)— 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB). Timely pic- 
ture winning much favor. Big $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), solid 
$10,200. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘Man 
to Dinner’ (WB). First nabe show- 
ing, good $3,000. Last week, ‘Green 
Valley’ (20th), big $4,000.- Last week, 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) cracked immense 











$5,500 at 50c and $1,000 higher than 
previously estimated. 

Werld (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
55)—Ride Em Cowboy’ (U) (2d 
wk). Not so well spotted at this 
house, mild $1,200. Last week, ‘Paris 
Calling’ (U) (2d wk), good $1,800 
after very big $2,800 first week. 


‘ANIMAL’ FAIR 
$1750 IN HUB 


Boston, April 14. 

‘Joan of Paris,’ supported by Chico 
Marx band on stage of the RKO- 
Boston, is the winning ticket this 
week. ‘Fleet's In,’ in its third week, 
is staunch on a dual bill; and hold- 
over of ‘Courtwiip of Andy Hardy’ 
is also good. ‘Male Animal’ and 
holdover of ‘Hellzapoppin’ are fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 30-44-60-65- 
75)—‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) and Chico 
Marx band on stage heading towards 
$22,000, good. Last week, ‘Gentleman 
Heart’ (20th) and Guy Lombardo on 
stage, $23,500, big. 

Fenway (M&P) 
60)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G). Continued 
from two weeks at Met, aiming at 
$7,500, dandy. Last week, ‘Gentle- 
man After Dark’ (UA) and “Born 
to Sing’ (M-G), $6,000, medium. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900; 30- 
44-55-60)—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and 
‘Blue, White’ (20th) (2d wk.-five 
days). Good $12,500. Last week, 
$18,000, good. 

Metropelitan (M&P) (4,367: 30-40- 
44-60)—‘“Male Animal’ (WB) and 
‘Wild Bill Hickock’ (WB). Pointing 
to $17,500, fair. Last week, ‘Fleet’s 
In’ (Par) and ‘Yank Burma Road’ 
(M-G), $18,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 30-40-44- 
50-55-60)—‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ 








(1,373; 30-40-44- 


(M-G) and ‘Adventures Martin 
Eden’ (Col) (2d wk). Around 
$16,500, okay. First week, $19,700, 
socko. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40-44- 
60)—‘Pleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G). Continued 
from Met, headed for $12,500, very 


good. Last week, ‘Gentleman After $8 


Dark’ (UA) and 
(M-G), $9,000, so-so. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-50- 
55-60) —‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ 
{(M-G) and ‘Adventures Martin 
Eden’ (Col), (24 wk). Flirting with 
$12,000, satisfactory. Initial stanza, 
$15,300, big. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-35- 
44)—‘Unseen Enemy’ (U) and ‘Af- 
fairs Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep). Aim- 
ing at pleasing $3,000. Last week, 
‘Dr. Rx’ (U) and ‘Human Monster’ 
(Mono) (revival), $3,300, good. 


‘Born to Sing’ 





Weekends Continue to Carry Load 
In L. A.; Tripolt’ $33,500 for Three 


Spots, Invaders’ Big 3046 in Two 





| 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 14 theatres) 


Rains End in Kansas C., 
And Gypsy Lee-‘Cookin’, | 
$10,000, on Sunny Side 


Kansas City, April 14. 

Among six first-run houses, only 
three have new bills this week, put- 
ting ‘Jungle Book’ at the Midland 
out in front. Gypsy Rose Lee making 
a p.a. at the Tower is bringing pleas- 
ant week. 

Rains of last week seem to have 
washed themselves up and weather 
over the weekend was more suitable 
for theatre biz. 


Estimates fer This Week 


Esquite and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Strong $8,500 for second week and 
better than many first weeks. First 
week rolled up $ 1,006 for one of best 
weeks on books here. 


Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col). Kipling classic send- 
ing gross to good $11,500. Last 
week, ome ae Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Go West dy’ (Col), pleasant 
$11,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (2d wk). 
eg $5,700 good, after first week’s 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—Tuttles of Tahiti? (RKO) and 
‘Mayor of 44th Street’ (RKO). May 
reach $7,000, above average. Last 
week, ‘Joan of Paris’ (RKO) and 
‘Playmates’ (RKO), average $6,600. 
Tower (Joffee} (2,110; 11-30-50)— 
*‘What’s Cookin’ (U) with Gypsy Rose 
Lee heading vaude bill. tripper- 
author reason for the trade. May 
reach $10,000, good. Last week. 
we Before Divorce’ (20th) and 
A. B. Marcus show on stage for sec- 
ond time in four months, didn’t hit 
expectations at $10,000 nice. 























NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


‘TRIPOLY SOCK $14,500, Keys Split Biz Between War Pix and Comedies; ‘Tripoli,’ 
‘Fleet’ and ‘Mr. V,’ Vie With ‘Hardy’ and ‘Animal’ 


A few weeks back it looked as though the boxoffice 
winners were strictly wartime pictures. Currently, it 
is a tossup as to type, with U. S. military service films, 
tragic mellers, adventure pictures and comedies about 
equally sharing top money. Present week sees “To the 
Shores of Tripoli’ (20th), ‘Kings Row’ 
In’ (Par), ‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ (M-G), ‘Mr. V’ 
(UA) and ‘Male Animal’ (WB) showing up most fre- 
quentiy with outstanding business in key cities. 

Additional, new faces in the b.o. lineup include ‘The 
Spoilers’ (U), showing only in Baltimore but town’s 
top filmer, and ‘Rings on Her Fingers’ (20th), only in 
Both loom as future comers. 
Book’ (UA) and “The Invaders’ (Col) also are starting 
to show up in the keys. ‘Favorite Blonde, (Par) turning 
in terrif $73,000 in its second session at N.Y. Paramount 


Buffalo. 


(helped by Tommy Dorsey band), 
another Bob Hope smasheroo. 
(Par) continues its phenomenal gait 


geles and New York, racking up $22,000 on third and 
fourth sessions at two different L. A. theatres. At 
N. Y.’s Music Hall, film reaped sock $96,660 on thira 


‘Reap the Wild Wind’ 








(WB), ‘Fleet’s 


‘The Jungle 


City. 


returns. 
promises to be 


‘The Invaders’ 


roel 


both in Los An- 


second sesh, 


land, okay holdover in St. Louis, and $28,500 for second 
session in two Boston spots. 
‘Mr. V’ Coming Along 

War background is accounting for nice showing by 
‘Mr. V’ in Brooklyn, Philly (second sesh) and Cincy. | 
Film is rated very good $19,000 in Pittsburgh, with 
support from band and vaude. 
getting wider circulation and uniformly big, proving 
that strong, tragic yarns are liked. 
$18,000 in Newark, solid $17,000 on its second Phila- 
delphia session, same for third week in Brooklyn, 
impressive in Buffalo, healthy on L.A. holdover arid 
remarkable second stanzas in Cincinnati and Jersey 
“Male Animal’ is trotting along at fair to nifty 





Week saw ‘Kings Row’ 


It hit a powerful 





is living up to its promise of last 


in Frisco, huge $16,000; same in Brooklyn on 
strong $30,500 in two L.A. houses and 
sturdy $28,000 playing second-run at N.Y.’s vaudfilmer | 


State. Same is true of ‘Jungle Book’ in K.C.. Portland 
stanza, and holds. and WY hei tung , ao 
vali = and N.Y., being in second weeks at latter two cities 
Tripoli’s’ Click From the telegraph tickers: Two new Republic pic- 
Current popularity of U.S. military service yar tures are doing okay, ‘Heart of Rio Grande’ rated nice 


possibly is best typified by ‘Shores of 
great guns in at least a dozen cities. 
tered smash $56,000 in its third week 
rousing $33,500 in three spots opening sesh in Los 


Angeles, is doing huge $17,000 in 


$16,000 in Cincinnati, wham $22,500 in Philadelphia, 
magnificent $12,500 in Seattle and bangup $14,500 in 
Marine’s opus also is rated tremendous in 
Portland, Ore., big in second stanza, San Francisco, 
fine h.o. in Pittsburgh, sturdy second week in Provi- 


Denver. 


dence, great in Louisville and at the top in Memphis. 


In partly the same category, 


‘Fleet’s In’ is doing okay in several key cities, mostly 
Navy vehicle is smash on second Denver 
session, 
Kansas City and $20,000 in two theatres in Boston, 
‘Courtship of Andy Hardy.’ 
again cashing in on Mickey Rooney's vogue, is winning 
high figures in numerous big cities, being strong on 
third Frisco week, sturdy in Louisville, fine $16,000 in 
its second stanza 
knoekout in Providence, spectacular $16,000 in Cleve 


holdover. 
week, solid second Providence 


third downtown week. 


Pittsburgh, same for 


Tripoli,’ going 
Picture regis- 
at N.Y. Roxy, 


$7,000 in Seattle, 
Newark. 


St. Louis, great 


pleasing in 
crix 


defying 


in Detroit. 


and ‘Sleepytime Gal,’ trim $12,000 in 
‘Dangerously They Live’ (WB) also is draw- 
ing some interest, romping in with a big $45,000 on | 
its first stanza at N.Y. Strand. 
(U) doing pleasing biz in Jersey City, is peppy in 

Providence and mighty on second stanza in Chicago. 


Other reports from ‘Variety’ correspondents show 


second Chi week; 
Goodman band, new house record, terrif $33,000, in 
Philly; ‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) plus Gene Krupa band 
and vaude, smasheroo $18,000 at Minneapolis, nice in 
both Memphis and Portland; ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA), 
in Philadelphia to grab neat $11,000: 
‘Ride “Em Cowboy’ (U), excellent third week in Chi- 
cago; same in Cleveland, Buffalo and St. Louis; and 
‘Song of Islands’ 
Philly, Cleveland, Brooklyn, and great in Seattle. 


‘Ghost of Frankenstein’ | 


Other Winners : 


‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) as solid in Newark and great | 
$22,000 in Detroit; ‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB), sock | 
though a comedy, $22,000 in Detroit, big in Minneapolis and $16,000, 


‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U), with Benny 





(20th), tuneful second session in 


| 500. 
Comedy is good on its second Balto sesh, | 
giant $44,000 in Chicago aided by band, rich in Mon- 
treal, fair in Boston and good in St. Louis. 


Los Angeles, April 14. 

Weekends continue high voltage at 
local firstruns but remainder of 
week is something else again. Many 
attractions currently are catching 
virtual capacity on weekends, sev- 
eral houses doing 70-75% of week's 
business Friday through Sunday. 


Blackout last Wednesday (8) night 
around 9 o’clock in the Southern 
California area came after most 
customers were inside the theatres 
but Thursday’s business suffered. 
Theatre execs figure any further 
periodic blackouts will affect oniy 
grosses for one night from now on. 

‘To the Shores of Tripoli,’ playing 
at the Carthay, Chinese and State, 
is getting a rousing $33,500 for the 
three-house combo. “The Invaders’ 
is right behind with $30,500 chalked 
up for the Hillstreet and Pantages. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ sailing along 
on third and fourta stanzas re- 
spectively at the Paramount (down- 
town) and Hollywood Paramount, 
will tag a strong $22,000, and holds. 
The Hollywood and Downtown, twe 
Warner theatres, also are healthy 
with second” week of ‘Kings Row’ 
bringing in $19,500, and may hold- 
over. Increased admissions went into 
effect this weekend at three houses 
and others are expected to follow. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Cirele’ (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-75) — ‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) 
and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G). Head- 
ing for nice $6,000. Last week, ‘Song 
Islands’ (20th) and ‘Confirm, Deny 
(20th) (3d wk), held to keep house 
lighted, weak $1,800. 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-75) — ‘Shores Tripoli’ (26th) 
and ‘Glove Killer’ (M-G). Marines 
landing big success with rousing 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Courtship 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Born Sing’ 
(M-G), still strong with $9,400. 


Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55) 
—Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). Fine 
$10.000. First week, great $12,509. 

Feur Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 33-44- 
55) — ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Profitable with $4,000 after first 
week total of $5,500. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-75) 
—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (9th wk). Starts 
third month with good $3500. Eighth 
week, with hypoed advertising, hit 
$4.000. 

Holiyweod (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55) 
—Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). Con- 
tinuing wicket spinning for oke 
$9.500. Last week, big $16,500. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 33-44-55) 
—Honolulu Lu’ (Col), “Weekend 
Three’ (RKO), Bob Crosby band on 


stage Crosby clicking here for 
robust $12,500. Last week, ‘Sing for 
Supper’ (Col), ‘Remarkable Andrew’ 
(Par), MacGowan and Mack Ice 
revue, $12,000. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 33-44-55)— 
‘Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Go West’ (Col). 
Strong opening rolling this towards 
great $15.000. Last week, ‘Tuttles 
Tahiti’ (RKO) and ‘Cali Out 
Marines’ (RKO), surprised with 


| $10,000 


Paramount (F&M) (3,596: 33-44- 


55-75)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (3d 
wk). Strong $12,000 gives house 
| great $50.000 for three-week session. 


Last week, giant $18,000. 

Paramount Holiyweoeod (F&M) 
(1.450: 44-55-65-75-88) — ‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ (Par) (4th wk). Tapering 
only slightly, but still huge at 
$10,000. Last week, solid $11,000. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872: 33- 
44-55)—Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Go 
West’ (Col). Strong action for the 
downtown customers, elegant $15,- 
Last week, ‘Tuttles Tahiti’ 
(RKO) and ‘Call Marines’ (RKO), 
neat $11.800. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2.204: 33-44- 


55-75)—Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and 
‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G). Catching 
on big in this downtown spot, rousing 


| $16,500. Last week, ‘Courtship Hardy’ 


(M-G) and “Born Sing’ (M-G), ideal 
Easter week biz, $13,800. 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) 2.100; 


33-44-55) ‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Born Sing’ (M-G). Ticket-sell- 
ing combo on moveover, $4,000. Last 
} week, “‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) and 


‘Kathleen’ (M-G). mild $3,300. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 33-44-55) 
—‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Born Sing’ (M-G). Oke $4.700. Last 
week. “‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) and 
‘Kathieen’ (M-G), weak combo, 


$2,700. 





Benny Turns In 


Hollywood, Apri! 14. 

‘George Washingfon Slept Here’ 
went into work at Warners after a 
delay caused by Ann Sheridan’s tour 
of Army camps. 

Jack Benny co-stars in the com- 
edy, based on the Kaufman-Hart 
stage piece, directed by William 
Keighley and produced by Jerry 
Wald. 
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1-5:30 A.M. Sunday Pix for Detroit 
Defense Workers Prove Popular 


Detroit, April 14. _ | Brushoff to Thin-Skinned 


Requested by the powerful] Uniied 
Automobile Workers (CIO) wu.ion 
here, the 1 to 5°30 am Sunday pic- 
ture bill in the downtown "ox has 
shown sufficient draw to warrant its 
continuance. 


‘The situation looks favorab'. fer 
the all-night Saturday policy,’ David 
M. Idzal, managing director of the 
Fox, declared, “and gives marked 
evidence of building.’ 


The unusual request that the de- 
fense workers of Detroit be given a 
crack at first-run pictures caused the 
house to inaugurate the early Sun- 
day a.m. show a week ago with 
‘Song of the Islands’ and ‘Secret 
Agent of Japan.’ 


Despite the fact the tryout came 
on an early Easter morning and with 
adverse weather the policy pulled a 
big attendance which led to the fol- 
low up this week with a bill deemed 
stronger, ‘Roxie Hart’ and ‘Valley of 
the Sun.’ Expectations are that the 
attendance at the 5,000-seat house 
will grow rapidly for the late hour 
show as the defense plants speed into 
heavier production which will leave 
these early Sunday hours about the 
only good period for one-third of 
the workers to catch their pix. 

The union made the request that 
the downtown houses install this 
special show for men in the defense 
plants as a wholesome offset to the 
growth of speakeasies which would 
be the only other entertainment pos- 
sibility for the workers on their 
short ‘day off. With hundreds of 
thousands of men in the arsenals 
here, the third who work the 3-to-11 
p.m. and 4-to-midnight shifts are 
considerable and by the end of the 
summer probably will tally in the 
vicinity of 200,000. The experiment 
of the Fox, with such a vast poten- 
tial audience for early a.m. shows, 
probably will result in other major 
houses here installing a similar pol- 
icy with the probability that one of 
the smaller houses may go for the 
week-long 1 to 5:30 a.m. schedule. 

The United Automobile Wo-kers 
union, one of the biggest in the coun- 
try, is turning its support to pictures 
since it has pledged itself to all-out 
war work and is in sympathy with 
the State drive against blue enter- 
tainment or the development of 
cheap drinkeries which would ‘cur- 
tail the efficiency’ of its member- 
ship. 

Another of the reasons it cited in 
asking that the downtown houses ar- 
range shows for the convenience of 
the defense workers was the family 
angle. It was pointed out that the 
workmen have only the odd hours 
for picture going and since their 
wives have caught the neighborhood 
shows it was a good chance to give 
the family a chance to get out to- 

gether by giving them the first-run 
entertainment at the ‘right hours.’ 


HEM'SPHERIC UNITY 
SLOGAN, P.A.’S IDEA 


‘Unity’ and ‘Victory’ slogans start- 
ed by U. S. film company foreign 
department officials are spreading 
throughout the Latin-American na- 
tions, and are not only being em- 
ployed by picture companies and 
theatres but other large corpora- 
tions. The slogan, ‘America—Free 
and United,’ originated by Jerry 
Keyser, Warners’ foreign ad-pub- 
licity chief, has been inserted in 
advertising matter by General Mo- 
tors, Ford, Western Electric, RCA 
and the Mexican government after 
being adopted officially by the Mex- 
ican film board. The one in Mexico 
first attracted attention when used 
by U. S. film distributors in their 
ad copy. 

‘Campaign for Victory’ slogan 
adopted by the Cuba film board also 
was created by Keyser. Motion 
Picture Film Board in Chile just 
recently adopted another ‘United for 
Victory’ slogan which was created 
in N. Y. by film company foreign 
department publicity chiefs. 


Tires for Films 


Hartford, April 14. 
A wornout tire Monday (13) was 
an admission ticket to the ‘Invaders’ 
at E. M. Loew’s theatre. 
All serap rubber thus accumulated 
was turned over to the Hartford Sal- 
vage Committee. 

















Blackstones in Pix Beef 


Springfield, Mass., April 14. 
Thin-skinned lawyers who ob- 
jected to ‘Roxie Hart’ got short 
shrift from The Springfield Repub- 
lican. Commenting editorially upon 
the plea by members of the Wor- 
cester bar to have the film removed 
from the Loew-Poli screen, the pa- 
per queried: ‘Isn’t the Worcester po- 
lice department carrying censorship 
of motion pictures too far?’ 

Basis of bar objection, backed up 
by investigating policewoman, was 
that the courtroom scene was a ‘vul- 
gar burlesque’ of courts, lawyers and 
juries. 

Anticipating a Dickens _ revival 
from Hollywood, the paper con- 
tinued: ‘If Hollywood should pro- 
duce a screenplay based on Charles 
Dickens’s ‘Bleak House,’ a celebrated 
novel satirizing the English courts 
of chancery and the English bar of 
the middle 19th century, could it be 
presented in Worcester? A commit- 
tee of Worcester lawyers should go 
snooping into the Worcester public 
library to sse if ‘Bleak House’ is 
on the shelves and in public circula- 
tion.’ There was no objection in 
Hampden county to the film, though 
editorial was posted in probate court 
corridor. 


EDDIE MILNE JOINS RKO 
ON NW EXPLOITATION 


Terry Turner, RKO exploitation 
department head, has brought in Ed- 
die Milne, former general booking 
manager for the Pantages vaude cir- 
cuit, to handle RKO publicity in the 
northwest territory, including Se- 
attle, Portland and Vancouver. 
Robert Pryor has been added to 
RKO field staff to cover Cincinnati 
and Indianapolis, replacing Eddie 
Rivers, who returned to Seattle to 
become promotion manager for sta- 
tion KRSC there. 

Henry Howard was also engaged 
by Turner last week to handle Cleve- 
land and Detroit, replacing Billy 
Scholl, who recently became pub- 
licist for the Fox theatre, Detroit. 











Herman Robbins Denies 


Philly Monopoly Suit 


Herman Robbins, president of 
National Screen Service, denies that 
his company is a _monopcly, as 
charged in an _ anti-trust action 
brought in U. S. District court at 
Philadelphia by the recently or- 
ganized group of poster men known 
as Independent Poster Exchanges of 
American. Members, all of whom 
are plaintiffs in the action, stretch 
from New York to as far west as 
Denver. 


In a letter from the Independent 
Poster Exchanges of America, 
Mitchell Pantzer says the action 
naming National Screen as well as 
Loew’s, Paramount and RKO, is ‘the 
organization’s first move to forestall 
a complete monopoly of the theatri- 
cal advertising fields and its adverse 
effects on the exhibitors.’ 


This assertion is apparently based 





dles the accessories of Paramount, 
RKO and Loew’s, it may also make 
Similar deals with the other major 
distributors. Loew’s was brought 
into the National Accessories camp 
only about a month ago. 

Complaint points out there had 
been negotiations with Universal, 
Columbia, 20th-Fox and Warner 
Bros., but until the date of the com- 
plaint no deals had been consum- 
mated. " . 

Poster group seeks triple damages 
under the anti-trust laws of $72,040, 
together with interest from date of 
filing of the suit and cost of suit, 
including a reasonab!’e attorney’s fee. 

Robbins’ statement is as follows: 

‘Anyone can make _ reckless 


charges. To prove or substantiate 
them is another matter. Our com- 
pany is not a monopoly. It has cer- 


tain exclusive arrangements with 
three companies who have the right 
to turn over the manufacture and 
distribution of their copyrighted ma- 
terial to anyone they deem respon- 





ek see” 


on the fear that since National han-} 


Lou Smith Leaves Col., 
Clashed with Taplinger 


Hollywood, April 14. 
Lai Smith is leaving Columbia 
this week after two and half years 


as studio publicity director. Smith’s 
assistant, Lance Heath, assumes 
command. 

Since Bob Taplinger’s advent, 


Smith:and he have been clashing. 


Buff. Theatre Using 
Institutional Ads to 
Stress War-Time Shows 


Twentieth-Century theatre, Buf- 
falo, N. Y., is using an enterprising 
form of institutional or goodwill ad- 
vertising by framing it around the 
idea of ‘keep you smiling’ during 
wartimes. One recent newspaper ad 
was an open letter from Mayor 
Joseph J. Kelly, in which the latter 
thankéd the theatre for its foresight 
and patriotism in taking steps to pro- 
vide top-flight entertainment for 
thousands of Buffaloians engaged in 
work on defense industries. Mayor 
Kelly stressed the importance of rec- 
reation and amusement in the com- 
munity’s all-out war effort. 

Another recent institutional adver- 
tisement, appearing in the Buffalo 
News and Courier-Express, was in the 
form of an open letter from the the- 
atre management, explaining its be- 
lief that present-day task of the 
house is to keep the public smiling 
in times of stress. Robert T. Murphy, 
managing director, signatured this 
open letter, in which a long list of 
name bands and stage attractions to 
follow Ina Ray Hutton’s orchestra 
are listed. 


INTERSTATE ASKS KIDS - 
TO HELP WAR EFFORT 


Dallas, April 14. 
The Interstate Circuit will origi- 
nate a series of broadcasts from here 
to be aired over the stations of the 
Texas Quality Network to be known 
as ‘Save U. S. All Club.’ Broadcasts 


will be part of a morning llc. mat- 
inee to be held at key Interstate 
theatres throughout the state, at 
which all ‘teen age boys and girls 
will be especially invited to attend. 


At each matinee, youngsters will 
be asked to bring some item which 
is vital to defense. One week they 
will be asked to bring coat hangers, 
another paper, and still another tin 
foil. All collections will be turned 
over to Government agencies. Be- 
sides regular screen fare, shorts .on 
what to do in case of emergency 
will be shown on the screen, In 
various cities arrangements will be 
made for first aid lessons. 

Each youngster will be given a 
rank in the club depending on his 
ability to carry out orders. Special 
buttons and identification cards will 
be issued by the circuit. Special tie- 
ins with school organizatons have al- 
ready been set. 


CREATURES OF HABIT 


Loew Plans Prefer Fixed Change 
Days for Pix 














4 











Loew’s is 








reported having diffi- 
|culty in educating the public to the 
| policy it recently established for va- 


|rious theatres on the circuit under 
|'which three films are stretched to 


|two weeks 
; 
| days, a second the same and a third 
feur. 


with one playing five 


Patrons seem to be too fixed so 
far as the well-established change 
days of the past are concerned, and 
frequently complain that opening 
days have been changed or pictures 
are at the theatre too long. 


One of the Loew division managers 
is aed to have opposed continu- 
ance of the 5-5-4 plan, advocating a 
return to the established change days 
which his public remembers and 
understands. 


Loew policy is designed to con- 
serve film product and extend play- 
ing time. Where formerly it used 
four pictures over a two-week period 
under a 4-3 split weekly, it now 
plays only three for the same length 
of time. This enables a better selec- 
tion of available product, among 
other things. 





Exchange Mor. Beefs at Manpower 
Shortage; Other Key City Briefs 





Memphis, April 14. 

Distribution is ne short end 
of the deal in the film industry’s war- 
time re-shuffling of manpower, ac- 
cording to one exchange manager 
here who naturally prefers to re- 
main anonymous. 

Blaming no one, inside the trade 
or out, this branch executive de- 
clared drastic action is goi to be 
necessary if the distribs are™able ay 
maintain the flow of product into 
the theatres of this particular terri- 
tory. 

‘I understand it is true all over,’ 
he said. ‘We have certainly taken 
it on the chin in this area.’ . 

Pointing out that the able-bodied 
men, young and old, are leaving 
daily for defense jobs and other Gov- 
ernment service, as well as the armed 
forces, the manager said his office is 
hard-pressed already to keep ‘em 
showing. 

‘Few people realize how many of 
the jobs in a film exchange are spe- 
cialists’ jobs,’ he said. ‘It takes train- 
ing to be a good booker, for instance, 
or a good film salesman. You can’t 
just step into a spot and deliver. You 
need to have been around the place 
for a while. And even then, it takes 
solid experience. 

‘Well, where are we gonna get 
people for jobs of this sort, now that 
our men are leaving? Film Row in 
Memphis has been practically gutted 
in the past year. And the thing is 
just beginning.’ : 
If the movies are an essential to 
morale, somebody had better begin 
considering what will happen if the 
machinery of distribution bogs down 
in a morass of inefficiency, says he. 
And that little thing is just about to 
occur, to his way of thinking. 
‘Women? Sure we can use women 
on some of these jobs,’ he admits. 
‘BOt where are you gonna get ’em? 
Nearly all the smart gals, bright 
enough to fill a man’s shoes in one 
of our branches, have long ago gone 
out and grabbed themselves swell 
jobs in defense plants and such. 
‘Take right here in Memphis. You 
can’t even get a good stenographer 
to take dictation, much less one with 
some promise of executive ability. 
They are all working at the Milling- 
ton powder plant or the Fisher air- 
craft plant or the new Army Quar- 
termaster Depot or the new Army 
hospital or “inthe civilian defensé 
program or God knows where: else. 
‘All right, so some young ones are 
coming out of business schools every 
few weeks. There aren’t enough of 
them to supply the government’s 
needs, let alone those on South Sec- 
ond street.’ 

The worried fellow notes that draft 
boards have been asked to consider 
deferment for essential workers in 
production. 

‘What the heck good is that to us 
in the field?’ he snorts. ‘We need 
crack shipping clerks in Memphis as 
badly as they need crack electricians 
in Hollywood. But do we get a sug- 
gested deferment? You know jhe 
answer: NO. Yet that electrician’s 
lighting may soon be going to waste 
if we work with shipping clerks who 
ball up the movement of the studio’s 
pietures. 

‘The way things are going now, 
we'll soon be handling million-dollar 
eps witfi schoolgirls still damp be- 
hind the ears.’ 

And he means every word of it. 





Last Coast House Until— 
Los Angeles, April 14. 
Last film house to be built by Fox 
West Coast in the coastal zone until 
the war restrictions are lifted is the 
Fremont theatre, a 1,000-seater, in 
San Luis Obispo, now nearing com- 
pletion and slated for opening about 


“ 15. 
heatre is a partnership venture 
between F-WC and Lou Rosenberg. 
It'is the third film house in Sarr Luis 
Obispo. 





Feteing Moe Grassgreen 
Albany, April 14. 
Albany Variety Club will tender 
a dinner to Moe Grassgreen, 20th- 


Fox manager and an active Variety 
Club member, on the 25th anniver- 
sary of his service with the Fox com- 
pany. The affair will be held at 


Dinty’s Terrace Garden April 27. 
Reynolds at Majestic, Dallas 
Dallas, April 14. 

Albert H. Reynolds named new 
manager of the Majestic here. The 
position has been vacant since the 
death March 11 of Edward J. Sulli- 
van. 

Prior to his appointment, Reynolds 
for five years was assistant to Harry 
Sachs in the Interstate circuit’s fea- 
ture picture booking office. His the- 
atre career began when he was an 
usher at the Melba, then owned by 
P. G. Cameron, old-time showman 
of Dallas. 





Scholl Vice Remington 
; Detroit, April 14. 
Keeping up a fair balance, William 
Scholl, field man for RKO working 
the Detrait-Cleveland area, has taken 
the post of Harry Remington as press 
agent for the Fox theatre here. Rem- 
ington left for Chicago recently to 





take over the field man post for 20th 





Century-Fox in the Great Lakes 
States. 

William F. O’Dell, of Chicago, has 
been named branch manager here 
for Ross Federal Service, replacing 
Robert Harvey, who has-gone to the 
Detroit WPB office. 





Grant Takes Norfolk Job 
Hartford, April 14. 

Russ Grant, photographer for Loew 
theatres in Hartford and assistant 
student manager at the Loew’s Poli, 
named assistant manager at Loew’s 
State. Norfolk, Va. Robert Bran- 
wick has resigned as assistant man- 
ager of the WB Strand to join the 
Army. Replaced by Victor Wintle. 





Seibel Aides Winchell 
Minneapolis, April 14. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. has appoint- 
ed Ed. Seibel, who has been handling 
Minneapolis theatres, to a new post, 
assistant to Charlie Winchell, the 
Paramount circuit’s advertising di- 
rector. Don Alexander. in charge of 
St. Paul theatres’ publicity and ex- 
ploitation, moves over to Minne- 
apolis to replace Seibel. In St. Paul 
the house managers will handle their 
own publicity 





Loew’s Shifts 

Promotions and transfers in per- 
sonnel of Loew’s out-of-town theatre 
circuit as announced by Joseph R. 
Vogel: Thos. J. Foley, Sr., treasurer 
Loew’s Orpheum, Boston, becomes 
assistant manager of Loew’s State, 
Boston; Dominic Del Torto succeeds 
Foley at Orpheum; chief usher Wm. 
Tibbetts now jr, treasurer. 

James Dixon, student assistant, 
Century, Baltimore, becomes assist- 
ant at Loew’s Broad, Columbus; asst. 
Joel Margolis, Norfolk, transferred 
to Loew’s Century, Baltimore: Rus- 
sell Grant, student assistant at Loew’s 
Poli, Hartford, sueceeds Margolis as 
assistant in Norfolk: Harold Mortin, 
assistant Loew’s Poli, Meriden, moves 
to Loew’s Poli, Springfield; cashier 
Helen Hold McLaughlin becomes as- 
sistant manageress in Meriden. 





Ken Reed Sieps Out 
Pittsburgh, April 14. 

J. Kenyon Reed, owner and opera- 
tor of the Shinglehouse, Pa., theatre 
and former radio and electrical en- 
gineer, has left the house in charge 
of his wife to go to work for a plane 
plant in Baltimore. Reed is also an 
exverienced flier. 

Hubert Page, former assistant for 
the Shea chain in New Philadelphia, 
Ohio, has joined Lou Padholf as 
manager of latter’s Virginia theatre 
in Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Nestor Auth, former assistant man- 
ager of the Penn here who was 
transferred to Loew’s in Akron, O., 
several months ago, has left that 
chain to become manager of the 
Highland, an indie house in Akron. 


MGR. BADLY BEATEN: 
THUGS TAKE HIS $92 


Syracuse, N. Y. April 14. 
Two footpads recently beat and 
robbed Abraham Corrie, 64, manager 
of the Alcazar theatre, of $92 and 
then fended off possible capture by a 





pedestrian. 
Corrin, suffering from multiple 
lacerations and bruises about the 


head and a fractured nose, is in 
Crouse Irving Hospital. The attack 
marked his fourth holdup. 

Relatives said the victim told them 
one assailant warned him, ‘You got 
away from me before, but you’re not 
going to this time.’ 





Long Time Getting 
"Round to That Title 


Hollywood, April 14. 

George Sherman dismounts from 
his saddle for a while as producer- 
director of westerns at Republic to 
make a mystery picture, ‘KX Marks 
the Spot,’ listed as one of the studio’s 
high budgeters for the season. 

Republic has owned the title for 
several years but never made a pic- 
ture gut if it. Story will be based 
on ‘Melody and Murder,’ recently 
bought from Robert T. Shannon and 
Mauri Grashin. 





Dietz on Coast 
Howard Dietz trained for the 
Coast Friday (10) for a couple weeks’ 
gander and talk at the studio on new 
product. 
Metro pub-ad chief returned to his 


desk only about two weeks ago after 
a severe illness. 





NEWELL LEAVES 20TH 


Monroe Newell, of 20th-Fox press 
book exploitation staff, resigned last 
week to go with Sossner 
Stamps. Inc., in N. Y. 

Newell started work on his new 
job, April 13. 
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HE'S JUST FINISHED A HOLDOVER RUN OF 
JAMES CAGNEY in 


|| “CAPTAINS OF THE 
ll cloups” 
In Technicolor with 
DENNIS MORGAN 
fr BRENDA MARSHALL 
Alan Hale + George Tobias 
Wha * Reginald Gardiner 
Reginald Denny 
‘Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 
Screen Play by Arthur T. Hormon 
Richard Macaviay, Norman Reilly 
Raine « From a Story by Arthur T, 
Horman and Ronald Gillett 


HE’S JUST OPENED AN INDEFINITE ENGAGEMENT OF 


HE’LL FOLLOW THAT=IN SEVERAL WEEKS —WITH 


il HENRY FONDA 
OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 
JOAN LESLIE 
il “THE MALE ANIMAL" win 
JACK CARSON « EUGENE PALLETTE 
HERBERT ANDERSON 
TH t Directed by ELLIOTT NUGENT 
Screen Play by Julius J. and Philip 6. 
Epstein and Stephen Morehouse Avory 
From the Play by 
James Thurber and Elliott Nugent 
Produced by Herman Shumiia 
A Warner Bros.-First National Picture 


ARNERS! 


_ JACK L. WARNER 


Vice-President in Chargé of Production 


ANN SHERIDAN * ROBERT CUMMINGS 


RONALD REAGAN - BETTY FIELD i. “KINGS ROW” 
with CHARLES COBURN > CLAUDE RAINS. JUDITH ANDERSON 
NANCY COLEMAN «Kearen Verne +> Maria Ouspenskayas Harry Davenport 
Directed by SAM WOOD © Screen Play by Casey Robinson 
From the Nevel by Henry Sellamenn © Music by Erich Wolfgang Korngold 








FASHION NOTE FOR SPRING! SMILES ARE WORN 
EXCLUSIVELY BY CUSTOMERS OF 
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WARIETY’S LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





Luxury Vacash at $1.13 Daily Enjoyed 
By Show People at Argentina Resort 





Cordoba, Argentina, April 7. 
A mountain-top luxury hotel, 
three Ritz-type meals per day, moun- 
tain-side swimming pool, sun decks, 
tennis courts and horseback riding— 
ell for the equivalent of $1.13 a day. 


That’s what theatre and film people 
can get while the room lasts at the 
Casa de Descanso ‘Gente de Teatro,’ 
at Alto de San Pedro, three hours 
from here and an overnight train 
trip from Buenos Aires. 

Rest home is managed by a board 
made up of representatives of the 
Asociacion Argentina de Actores 
(actors), Sociedad General de Au- 
tores de la Argentina (authors) and 
Sociedad Argentina de Empresarios 
Teatrales (managers), which main- 
tains an all-inclusive entertainment 
industry headquarters in Buenos 
Aires and runs the all-year-around 
vacash spot with the assistance of 
the Government of the Province. of 
Cordoba. 

Spot is limited to members of af- 
filiated societies and their families. 
Accommodates less than 100 and 
during the season limits stay of 
guests to 15 days. Giving so much 
for so little is apparently possible 
due to the fact that costs in the 
Sierras of Cordoba are low and that 
the participating organizations make 
up the red ink at the end of the 
year. 

Casa, a rambling, picturesque, pro- 
vincial-style building, occupies a 
large tract of land in a section as 
yet little developed. New State 
highway and ultramodern diesel 
trains have been pushed through by 
the Government, however, and make 
reaching the place easy although by 
mo means handy for week-enders. 
It's all been done with apparently 
little regard for initial cost, all rooms 
being very large and done up with 
custom-built furniture down to the 
doorknobs. 


The informal spirit is kept through- 
out and presence of families of not 
only top-ranking stars but other 
members of the entertainment indus- 
try helps bring about a better rela- 
tionship among actors and allied 
theatre workers. 


In summer, guests dine on outdoor 
terrace, which is later turned into a 
dancing spot. In winter there’s us- 
ually snow for winter sports. 





Unique Warner 
Deal with Hoyts 
Watched Closely 


Sydney, April 14. 





Film trade in Australia is watch- | 


ing closely to see how effectively 
Warners’ sales pact with Hoyts 
works out because it is different 
from anything tried in this territory 
lately. The deal with Hoyts covers 
only three pictures, and it is ex- 
pected to take three months to play 
them out. 


Warner product will be crowded 


into Hoyts theatres when they are 
not using 20th-Fox, RKO, United 
Artists or other films. These dis- 
tributors have sold their full line to 
the circuit. 


Aussie Pressured 
To Open Theatres 


On Sun. for Troops 





Sydney, April 14. 


Urging by Australians to provide 
widespread entertainment for the 
many Yankee soldiers and sailors, | 
plus nationa’ servicemen, on duty 
in Aussie territory promises to see 
complete abolition of the customary | 
Consider- | a 


Sunday theatre clc~‘ngs, 
able pressure is b-ing applied or 


various State governments by power- | La 


ful newspaper groups, municipal ay . x 
bodies, union officials, etc., to open | sae Se staple adeceiardieds 
the closed Sabbath doors fae a 4 
. . | Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00; 
There is some opposition, but not! 2.50) ‘It Started With Eve’ (U). Sat- 


enough 
plan. 


apparently to stymie 


the 





- 
— 


2 Mex Stars Granted 
23G Each By Gov't 


Mexico City, April 14. 
Virginia Fabregas, veteran trouper, 
|and Maria Teresa Montoya, junior 
jstar, have each received $10,000 
(Mex) (about $2,500 U. S.) from the 
federal government as a subsidy for 
their new season here. Payment, 
made by the Ministry of Public Edu- 
;cation, was specially ordered by 
President Manuel Avila Camacho. 
La Montoya had conducted several 
successful seasons here under a civic 
government subsidy. Both actresses, 
|the subsidy conditions provide, must 
present as many works of Mexican 
dramatists as possible, 


AUSSIE PIC BIZ 
‘PHENOMENAL’ 











Picture business in Australia is 
phenomenal, according to Ralph 
Clark, Warner Bros, manager there, 
who arrived recently in New York 


from Sydney. Arrival of a large 
batch of new U. S. releases, after an 
interruption of nearly three months, 
is helping biz Down Under, he said. 

Lack of studio facilities, equip- 
ment, talent and technicians has 
brought almost a complete halt to all 
film production in Australia. Only 
an occasional propaganda subject is 
being made, and there is little pros- 





|pect of any immediate future pro- 
' duction. 

| Clark will stay in the U. S. indefi- 
|nitely, according to present plans. 


‘FOXES’ STRONG $10,500 
AS LEADER IN B.A. 


Buenos Aires, April 7. 

Another o.k. week at local box 
offices with holiday mood keeping 
them coming. ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) 
yanked in 42,000 pesos, approxi- 
mately $10,500 U. S., for the out- 
standing take of the week, princi- 
pally due to the clicko combo of 
Bette Davis’ marquee appeal and ex- 
cellence of reviews. 

Nothing else came even half way 
up to ‘Foxes,’ ‘Unfinished Business’ 
(U) and ‘You Belong to Me’ (Col) 
rating just about half. 

Other estimates, all given in 
Argentine pesos, currently at about 
25c U. S., follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
| (1,400; 2.50; 2.00) ‘El Tercer Beso’ 
| (Sono Film Argmade). Fairish 7,000 
|for split week after nice 13,000 on 
| the first stanza. 
Ideal (Lococo) 











(970; 3.00; 2.50) 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB). O.K. 19,000 
for the second week although it 
could do better. Last week opened 
with 24,000. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 
2.00; 1.50) ‘You Belong to Me’ (Col). 
O.K. 18,000. Last week ‘Feminine 
Touch’ (M-G) good 13,000. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & La 





itaret) 


20TH’S EX-SPAIN MGR. 
WINS $3,400 PAY CLAIM 


Marian Palmer, assignee of N. J. 
Messeri, formerly 20th-Fox manager 
in Spain, won an award of $3,400 for 
back wages against the company 
from a N. Y. supreme court jury be- 
fore Justice Samuel Null Friday (10). 
Action had asked $6,000. 

Messeri was manager in 1939 and 
1940 and it was his claim that 20th- 
Fox was to have set aside certain 
sums of money weekly for him in 
America. When he arrived in the 
U. S. it was his claim the money had 
not been deposited. 


Arthur Rank Set 
To Buy Maxwell 
Stock in Gaumont 


London, April 14. 

Arthur Rank is purchasing the 
700,000 controlling shares in Metro- 
politan and Bradford Trust, which is 
the parent corporation of Gaumont- 
British. 

The Rank buy would represent the 
John Maxwell shares, originally sold 
by the Ostrers to John Maxwell be- 
fore the latter died, when he was 
anxious to obtain control of Gau- 
mont-British. It nearly resulted in a 
suit by him against the Ostrer broth-. 
ers when Maxwell found himself un- 
able to get control of G-B after the 
buy. 

The Maxwell claim is being bought 
from Associated British Picture Corp. 
in order to clear title for the deal by 
Rank. 


MIGGINS OR HAKE MAY 
SUCCEED HUTCHINSON 


Funeral of Walter J. Hutchinson, 
20th-Fox director of foreign distri- 
| bution, who died Saturday (11) in 
|New York City was held Monday 
(13) at Waterbury, Conn., with top 
}executives of company honorary 
pallbearers. Flags were flown at 
half-mast at the homeoffice and at 
the Waterbury American Legion 
post headquarters because Hutchin- 
son was a World War _ veteran. 
Foreign department offices in N. Y. 
were closed Monday, while similar 
observances were held at all 20th- 
Fox foreign offices throughout the 
world. He was 49. 

Successor to Hutchinson’s post 
likely will not be chosen until later 
this month. Ben Miggins, who headed 
|the company’s European division 
| with headquarters in Paris, and Clay 
Hake, formerly assistant to Hutchin- 























|son and now managing director in | 


|Australia, have been most promin- 
}ently mentioned. Miggins, until re- 
| cently attached to production activity 
| on the Coast in conection with 
|}foreign themes, came into N. Y. to 
see Hutchinson last week before his 
death. He was but recently let -out 
of the company by the late S. R. 
Kent but is highly regarded by pres- 
,ent executives, having had extensive 
experience in domestic picture field 
before joining the foreign department 
and being assigned to Europe. 
Hake was brought in from hand- 
ling the Orient to be Hutchinson’s 
assistant, being later assigned to his 
present position in Australia. He ar- 

















(3,305; 2.50; 2.00) ‘Little Foxes’ |rived back from Sydney recently to 
(RKO). Smash 42,000. Last week |iocate his family in the U. S., and 
reg , nt ee ee came east this week to attend ‘the 
ous ign Or season. Pramare : ~~ } 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400: 2.00: ee eee eee 
1.50)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO). Second =a —— 
run, O.K. 15,000, but should have | . 
lone better in view of the attention | Agents Hit 

|given winning of ‘Oscar’ by star, |]j cae 

| Joan Fontaine. Last week ‘Maltese | Continued from page 3 
| Falcon’ (WB). Socko 17,000, best of | bookings. And the larger agencies 
season, like William Morris and Music Cor- 

Monumental (Coli, Gatti & Cia.) | poration of America. take no per- 
(1,300; 2.00; 1.50)—‘Girls About|centage at all from their people 
Town’ (Col). Fairish 10,000. Last working for CSI. 


000 on second run, 
Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50; 2.00) 
‘Unfinished Business’ (U). 


(Par) socko 28,000. 
Broadway 
863; 2.00; 
1) (20th). 


1.50) 


after a slicko 22,000 previously. 


week, ‘Great Guns’ (20th), swell 12,- 


O.K. 
20,000. Last week ‘Lady Has Plans’ 


(Lautaret & Cavallo) 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
Nifty 16,000 for second run. 
st week; ‘Adolescencia’ (Lumiton; 


Fact is, Morris office has gone to 
extremes to avoid profiting in any 
way from camp entertainment. It is 
not even taking commish from acts 
booked in the two Camel Caravan 
units which are touring Army bases 
for Camel cigarets. That’s despite 
the fact that they had this business 
before the Morris chief, Abe Last- 
fogel, became boss of Camp Shows. 

Commish from these two shows, 
jamounting to about $7,000 to date, is 
'being divvied up between Camp 
| Shows, Army Relief, Navy 





War 
Services. 


Continued 


form today for his preference in en- 
tertainment, he’d say: 

‘Give us laughs and lookers.’ 

Old time army men are inclined 
to get a bit sore when they hear 
idle remarks, or read idly written 
articles about morale in the army. 
Morale in terms of what has been 
written about it means one thing, 
and morale as the vet field officer 
sums it up is quite different. 

The army officer of the old school 
views morale as that which is con- 
tained within a man which will 
make him fight all comers to the 
last man under the meanest of all 
conditions. That hardly comes with 
gags and pretty girls, but with 
knowledge of the strength of the 
waepons a man has, plus his ability 
and others like him to use those 
tools. 

Helps Ease Soldiers 

But, the girl who dances, shows 
a pretty gam, ditto face, and double 
ditto figure, has done a lot to keep 
the soldier from going the military 
equivalent of ‘stir crazy.’ The men 
with mouthfuls of gags and comical 
biz, especially if new and sturdy 
enough to compete with barracks 
rowdyism, have always been wel- 
come figures on army post plat- 
forms. They aren’t the approved 
solution of a tactical situation, but 
they keep the subject at hand— 
America at war, and how to win it 
—from growing dull, by providing a 
change of pace. 

Some of the civilian producers of 
shows have erred in their judgment 
of what a soldier likes, and have 
gone by the rule of years of experi- 
ence in putting out a well-balanced 
bill for family and all-sex appeal. 
They forget that the soldier audi- 
ence is all male, and for him 
there’s no such thing as a top- 
heavy girl opus. The civilian idea 
man, who has been trafficking in 
chorus lines for years, is apt to be 
like Guy Kibbee, angel for a mu- 
sical in an old Warner ‘Golddigger’ 
film, who, after watching a month 
and a half of rehearsal, said: 

‘After six weeks of this,’ he 
yawned in the front row, ‘a leg 
ain’t ‘anything to me but something 
to stand on.’ 

S. A. Slant for Morale 

That doesn’t go for the soldier, 
who, in spite of the "qo sections 
which are apt to show him as the 
cock of the walk with dames, is 
hungry for the sight of a woman, 
and they happen along very infre- 
quently in his life in ratio to the 
number of men he sees and works 
with. 

Spent $1,500,000 

It is understood that USO spent 
|some $1,500,000 in the past season on 
lthe shows, and a lot of the money 
was expended elsewhere on soldier 
centers. It is a known fact up and 
down barracks rows, which can be 
taken for what it’s worth, that the 
soldiers want entertainment in the 





fort stations, 
and coffee and a lounge room in- 
fested with. weekending soldiers in 
some town which is hit only seldom 
by them. 

USO, late this month, is winding 
up the first military season, and the 
24 shows of their winter tour, most 
of which lasted from 18 to 21 weeks, 
are about to be called in. In the 
wake of this, a dozen outdoor spec- 
tacles are being planned, This will 
mean the soldier will get a live show 
from USO approximately every 24 
days, where he has been seeing them 
every fortnight. 
| This is the kickoff time in the 
USO drive for more funds to keep 
the program rolling, and the soldier 





‘could use more entertainment than 
he’s going to get this summer. He'll 
he having the military poured on 
him morning, noon and night, ma- 
neuvers, marches and marksman- 
|ship. He’ll need something to give 


him temporary relaxation. 
If the Soldier Has His Way 


If the soldier has his way, th 


@ 


’ 


terest in him—and who are brave 
enough to go one-night standing in 
camps and cantonments all over the 
country—stand a chance of being 
very much in demand in 1942. Any 
girl who wants a job this year and 
wants to prove she’s in demand 


of herself to some post and ask the 
boys to write asking a spot for her 
in some attraction headed that way 
and she’d get supporting mail in 
floods. 

Just as Hollywood is throwing 
every leading man possible into pic- 





Relief | tures which will keep the girls who 
| istactory 16,000 for the second week | and the American Theatre Wing 


| - . P : 
jare left behind with the makings 
|of a substitute romantic kick in the 


Soldiers’ 3 L’s 


|camps more than they desire com- | 
magazines, doughnuts | 


girls who can sing, who can dance, | 
and who show the least bit of in- | 


would only have to send a photo | 





frem page 


theatres, the army Joes would like 
to see similar all-girl commotion. 

He would like letters from the 
people he knows. 

He would enjoy being entertained 
by the ladies. 

And he can use every laugh he 
can get. 

Yes, sir, this, to the soldier, is 
a ‘L’ of a year. 


Tire Shortage 


Continued from page 3 


is that it lies at the terminus of the 
Detroit streetcar and bus lines which 
can dump the customers right at the 
| gates. 

However, the farther out dance 
spots also are’ counting on a big part 
of the defense millions spendings, 
with Walled Lake Casino another 
early bird due to unshutter on April 
18, away ahead of schedule, with Art 
Jarrett’s orchestra. 


A half-dozen such resort dance 
spots near here are ready to enter 
the picture this season with evidence 
that they will be budgeting higher 
for better-class bands. They figure 
on getting their draw on the desire 
of defense workers to get out of 
Detroit where the authorities have 
put a crimp on entertainment in the 
niteries. They also count on te 
fact that defense workers get consid- 
eration on tires and, anyway, this 
season will still have passable rub- 
ber on their automobiles. 


The boom in the defense industries 
have brought in an estimated 200,- 
000 new residents, many from the 
south and the small towns. The 
amusement parks, particularly, 
figure that they have the kind of 
stuff to appeal to this new class of 
urban dwellers who will be well- 
heeled. Jefferson Beach, another of 
the big parks, also is planning to be 
on the scene earlier, like Eastwood, 
|counting both on the rides and its 
| dance pavilion as double-header 
lures. Louis Prima probably will 
have the opening shot here. 


Nita Naldi 


Continued from page 3 


about is not quite clear. It does, 
however, mark a climax to the con- 
tinuous battling, bickering and back- 
biting that has marked the current 
Horseshoe show virtually since its 
inception, and resulted in Mae Mur- 
|ray’s departure months ago. 


| Miss Naldi describes the choking 
}scene as having been played on the 
| backstage stairs leading to the dress- 
ling rooms after the midnight per- 
formance last Tuesday (7). She was 
sitting on the steps, having a good 
old duel of verbal vituperation with 


























| Della Lind when the ‘Colonel’ strode 


In. 


‘You’re fired and if you come back 
| tomorrow night, etc.,’ Blair is 
lalleged to have said. Miss Naldi 
|let the ‘Colonel’ have it in kind. 
| .His reply was the ‘windpipe’ rou- 
tine, she charges, with his assistant, 
| Jim Colligan, coming to her rescue. 
Happy gathering at the Horseshoe 
| began opening night, with Mae Mur- 
|ray tossing Della Lind out of the 
|dressing room they were to share. 
| That made Miss Lind cry. Where- 
{upon Miss Naldi took her in. The 
jice that resulted, of course, was 
| thick enougk to skate on. Dressing 
jrooms have been shifted about a 
dozen times since then. 


| Betty Compson, who succeeded 
| Miss Murray, is now doing likewise 
|in Miss Naldi’s spot. But it’s ail 
| going to be over soon. And Billy 


Rose’s next show, perhaps not 
tirely by coincidence, will be: 
‘It’s Fun to Be Free.’ 


en- 














‘Flora Robson | 


Continued from page 2=———— 








| 
| Voyager’ with Bette Davis and Paul 
Henried because it was the type of 
thing she’s trying to get away from. 
She’s been typed as. a_ neurotic 
meanie, she said, and will hereafter 
| steer away from characters of that 
| sort. 
Next season she plans to star in a 
,/new comedy on Broadway, some- 
| thing John van Druten is writing 
expressly for her. ‘Now Voyager’ 
‘chore was offered her by Warners 
via long-distance phone right after 
Miss Robson opened here in ‘Sus- 
pect.’ She asked Irving Rapper, the 
‘director, to send along the scrip 
first. He did. She sent it back witl 


‘sorry’ attached. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY ‘presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- | 
panies for the current quarterly period. 


VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


Key to Type Abbreviations: 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; 


M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
RD—Romantic Drama; 


MU—Musical. 


Figures herewith indicate date of Variety's review and running time. 











Our Russian Front (Artkino) 2/18 


The Lady Is Willing (Cel!) 1 28 D 
Blondie Goes to College (Col) 2/11 Cc 
Born to Sing (M-G) 1 21 MU 
Western Mail (Mono) 34 w 
Mr. Bug Goes to Town (Par) 12,10 

Bahama Passage (Par) 12/10 D 
On the Sunny Side (20th) 2/4 M 
Call Out the Marines (RKO) 1/14 Cc 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9 10 w 
Lady in Distress (Times) 2/18 M 
Dangerously They Live (WB) 4.15 M 








Shut My Big Mouth (Col) 2 25 
Johnny Eager (M-G) 12 10 

Mr. Wise Guy (Mono) 3 11 

Joan of Paris (RKO) 17 

Roxie Hart (20th) 2/4 

What’s Cookin’’ (U) 2 23 
Brooklyn Orchid (UA) 1/28 
Captains of the Clouds (WB 1 21 








Adventures of Martin Eden (Col) 


2/25 
Man Who Returned to Life (Col) 3/4 
Castle in the Desert (20th-Fox) 2/4 


The Mad Dr. of Market St. (U) 1/7 


WEEK OF RELEASE 2/12/42 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/19/42 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/26/42 


= ae 


61 
61 
60 





(Documentary) 

M. Dietrich-F. MacMurray 
P. Singleton-A,. Lake 

Vv. Weidler-R. McDonald 
Tom Keene 

(Cartoon) 

M. Carroll-S. Hayden 

J. Darwell-R. MacDowell 
V. McLagien-kE. Lowe 

T. Holt-R. Whitney 

M. Redgrave-S. Gray 

J. Garfieid-R. Hussey 








J. E. Brown-A. Mara 

R. Tayor-L. Turner 

East Side Kids 

M. Morgan-P. Henreid 

G. Rogers-A. Menjou 

G. Jean-Andrews Sis 

M. Woodworth-W. Bendix 
J. Cagney-D. Morgan 








G.. Ford-C, Trevor 
J. Howard-L. Fairbanks 
S. Toler-A. Whelan 
U. Merkel-C, Dodé 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/5/42 





The Lady Has Plans (Par) 1/21 

Sing Your Worries Away (RKO) 1.7 
Night Before the Divorce (20th-Fox) 2/11 
Ghost of Frankenstein (U) 3/4 

To Be or Not to Be (UA) 2/18 

Bullet Scars (WB) 3/4 
Stagecoach Express (Rep) 


MU 


M 
M 
Cc 


M 
w 


7 
71 
67 
65 
99 
59 


P. Goddard-R. Milland 
B. Lahre-J. Havoc 

L. Barri-M. Hughes 

L. Chaney-E. Ankers 

J. Benny-C. Lombard 
R. Toomey-A. Longmire 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 





WEEK OF RELEASE-—3/12/42 





Man With Two Lives (Mono) 
Song of the Islands (20th-Fox) 
Frisco Lil (U) 2/18 

Heart of the Rio Grande (Rep) 3/11 
Yokel Boy (Rep) 3/25 

Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) 4/15 


3/11 
2/4 








Canal Zone (Col) 4/1 

The Fleets In (Par) 1/al 

Bashful Bachelor (RKO) 3/18 
Raiders of the Range (Rep) 4/1! 
Rings on Her Fingers (20th) 3 11 
Mr. V (UA) 7/9 

Butch Minds The Baby (U) 3 25 








WEEK OF RELEASE—3 26/42 


Two Yanks in Trinidad (Col) 3/25 
Affairs of J. Valentine (Rep) 
Sunset on the Desert (Rep) 
Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) 
3/11 








MU 
M 


Ww 
Cc 
Cc 


M 
MU 
Cc 


w 
Cc 
M 
Cc 


c 
M 
w 
D 
M 








67 
73 
60 
6% 
69 
43 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3/19/42 
79 


E. Norris-E. 
B. Grable-V. 


Lawson 
Mature 


I. Hervey-K. Taylor 
G. Autry 
A. Dekker-J. Davis 


M. Woodworth-J. Regers 








C. Morris-J. Hubbard 
D. Lamour-W. Holden 
Lum & Abner 

B. Steel-T. Tyler 

H. Fonda-G. Tierney 

L. Howard-M. Morris 
V. Bruce-B. Crawford 








82 P. O’Brien-B. Donlevy 


D. O’Keefe-R. Terry 
R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
J. Cotton-D. Costello 


86 M. Redgrave-D. Wynward 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/2, 42 








Alias Beston Blackie (Col) 


The Bugle Sounds (M-G) 12/17 


The Courtship of Andy Hardy (M-G) 2/11 


Fantasia (RKO) 

Secret Agent of Japan (20th) 
Kipling’s Jungle Book (UA) 
The Male Animal (WB) 3/4 
Girl From Alaska (Rep) 


3/11 
3/25 











The Invaders (Col) 11 s 


Land of the Open Range (RKO) 12 24 
The Shores of Tripoli (20th) 3°11 
The Strange Case of Dr. RX (U) 4/1 
Unseen Enemy (U) 4/1 

Mtrder in the Big House (WB) 4/8 


Home in Wyomin’ (Rep) 


WEEK OF RELE 





Aunt Emma Paints the Town (Mono) 
Reap the Wild Wind (Par) 3 25 
Tuttles of Tahiti (RKO) 3/18 
Mississippi Gambler (U) 4/15 
Fighting Rill Fargo (U) 

Gold Rush (UA) 3/4 

Kings Row (WB) 12/24 

Westward Hoe (Rep) 


Down Rio Grande Way (Col) 
Hello Ann-polis (Col) 
Sabotenur (U) 

Twin Beds (UA) 

I Was Framed (WB) 48 


Wife Takes a Flyer (Col) 
Where the Trail Ends (Mono) 
Man Who Wouldn’t Die (20th) 
You’re Telling Me (U) 
Larceny, Inc. (WRB) 3/4 


WEEK OF RELEASE—5 1/42 


Desperate Chance for Ellery Queen (Col) 
Corpse Vanishes (Mono) 
Scattergood Rides High 
My Gal Sal (20th) 
Broadway (U) 
Remember Pearl Harbor (Rep) 


(RKO) 3/18 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR 


Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12,3 
We Were Dancing (M-G) 1 21 
Salute to Courzge (M-G) 121 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 1 21 

Fly by Night (Par) 1 21 

This Time for Keeps (M-G) 2/11 


Sundown Jim (20th) 3 i 
Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3 11 


Gentleman After Dark (UA) 3,18 
This Gun for Hire (Par) 3,18 

My Favorite Blonde (Par) 3°18 
Mayor of 44th Street (RKO) 3 18 
The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 3/18 
True to the Army (Par) 3 18 
Fingers at the Window (M-G) 3/18 


Mokey (M-G) 3/25 

In This Our Life (WB) 48 

Mystery of Marie Rogert (U) 4/8 
Juke Girl (WR) 4/8 

Lady Gangster (WB) 48 

Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure (M-G) 4°15 
The Spoilers (U) 4/15 

SOS Coast Guard (Rep) 4/15 

Sunday. Prnch (M-G) 4/15 

About Face (UA) 4/15 


WEEK OF RELE, 


WEEK OF RELE 


M 
D 
Cc 


MU 


M 
D 
D 
M 


C 
D 
M 
M 
w 
Cc 
D 
w 


M 
w 
M 

Cc 
M 


€ 
Ww 
M 

c 

c 


M 
M 
c 
M 
D 
D 


S25 SRSR200) 


101 
94 


7% 
108 
126 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/9/42 


123 
60 
82 
64 
61 
60 


ASE—4/16/42 


124 
91 
61 


71 
127 


ASE—4/23/42 


ASE—4 


65 


94 


65 


93 
83 
69 
74 


53 


43 


FUTURE RELEASE 





C. Morris-A. Mara 

W. Beery-M. Main 

M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
(Disney Cartoon) 

P. Foster-L. Bari 

Sabu-J. Calleia 

H. Fonda-O. deHavilland 
R. Middleton-J,. Parker 








L. Howard-R. Massey 
T. Holt-R. Whitley 

J. Payne-M. O’Hara 

L. Atwell-R. Knowles 
D. Terry-A. Devine 

F. Anderson-G. Meeker 
G. Autry-C. Barnett 





7. Pitts-R. Pryor 
R. Milland-P. Goddard 
C. Laughton-J. Hall 

K. Taylor-F.Langford 

J. Mac Brown 

C. Chaplin 

A. Sherid: n-R. Cummings 
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T. Keene 

L. Nolon-M. Weaver 
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G. Raft-P. O’Brien 

D. Barrie-F. MacKenzie 
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J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
B. Denlevy-M. Hopkins 
V. Lake-R. Preston 

B. Hone-M. Carroll 

G. Murphy-A. Shirley 

B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 
4. Canova-A, Jones 

L. Avres-I.. Day 

D. Dailey-D. Reed 

BR. Davis-O. d-Hovilland 
P. Knowles-M. Montez 
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J. Weiscmrler-M. O'Sullivan 
B® Wy ntw’ sR. Scatt 

R. Byra-B. Lugosi 

ww Font eon-J. Rogers 
W. Tracyv-J. Sawyer 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, April 14. 
‘The Incredible Stranger’ is release 
tag on ‘The ayory House’ at Metro. 
| ‘Eves of the nderworld’ new 
{handle on ‘Destiny’ at Universal. 
Columbia switched from ‘Return 


Date of reviews as given t" of the Rough Riders’ to ‘Riders of 


; the Northland.’ 

‘Three’s a Crowd’ became ‘The 
Talk of the Town’ at Columbia, 
| ‘Moonlight Masquerade’ is new 
| title for ‘Tahiti Honey’ at Republic. 
| ‘Battle Stations’ at RKO was 
shifted to ‘The Navy Comes Through.’ 


| This Week’s New Shorts 


‘Concerte in B-Flat Minor’ (Color 
cartoon, Col., ' mins.)—Novel car- 
toon idea gone slightly awry. Idea 
of having animal figures play a con- 
certo with comical variations has 
been done better by others. Mild 
entry for lesser houses. 


‘What's the Matador’ (Three 
Stooges comedy, Col. 16 mins. )— 
Comical trio take a junket to Mexico 
with a laughable bullfight highlight- 
ed. Better than tustal Stooge come- 
dies; fans of this team will like it. 


‘ASCAP Songs’ (Screen Snapshots, 
Col. 10 mins.).—With Allan Jones, 
m.c., largest group of songwriters 
put on a stage play some of their 
best known tunes. Jerome Kern 
plays ‘Old Man River’ and Harry 
Ruby his “Three Little Words’, Other 
ASCAP songs heard are ‘Down 








Anything But Love’ and Irving Ber- 
lin’s ‘God Bless America’ used as 
climax. Taken at a p.a. in San Diego 
for sailors, recording is not the best. 
Okay for music lovers, and nice plug 
for ASCAP. 


‘The Wrestling Octopus’ (Sports 
topic, Col., 94 mins.)—Mashed wrest- 
ler, ‘The Octopus,’ defeats George 
Becker, in a tedious, but typical 
roughhouse rassling bout. Even Bill 
Stern’s narration fails to overcome 
this dull sports event. 


‘Dog Meets Dog’ (Cartoon comedy, 
Col., 8 mins.)—Crackerjack idea 
gone sour through sheer exaggera- 
tion. Friendly spaniel pup befriends 
a hefty bulldog, only to be two- 
timed by the latter until his con- 
science bothers him. Will get by in 
some spots, 


‘Timing Is Everything’ (Grantland 
Rice sports topic, Par, 10 mins.)— 
Ace sports subject covering sports 
in which timing is essential including 
Howard Nichols, credited with being 
best all-round juggler in the world, 
Indian club experts, trampoline art- 
ists and Betty Atkinso’. champ drum 
majorette and acrobat. Deftly edited 
and narrated by Ted Husing. Novel 
sports item, satisfactory for even 
better houses. 


| ‘Fleets of Strength’ (Popeye car- 
toon comedy, Par, 7 mins. )—Strong- 
arm sailor agai: uses his strength 
to battle enemy raiding planes. 
Highly imaginative, swift and funny. 

‘Unusual Occupations’ (U._ S. 
Army Camou:’ ge School in Virginia 
and others, Par, 11 mins.)—How 
U. S. Armv Engineers work out 
trick camouflage tons this new entry. 
Also California prisoners working 
on their hobbies, a Texas crochet 
expert and Richard Arlen’s activity 
as an aviator. Above average for 
this series, in Magnacolor. 

‘The Raven’ (Special color car- 
toon comedy, Par, 144% mins.)—Short 
two-reeler is a travesty on Edgar 
Allen Poe’s lyric poem, and comes 
close to being a comedy masterpiece. 
Would be if not hoked up so much 
at the climax. Raven is depicted as 
a fast-talking ex-convict reformed to 
peddling vacuum cleaners. He meets 
his old pal, the Fox, who is still 
doing his old safe-cracking. Pair 
decide to ro» a wily Scot, shown 
here as Scottie, a dog, which owns 
a castle. Filled with original twists, 
sparkling humor and marvelous 
color; .weak only on the slapstick 
finish. Plenty strong for most ac- 
counts. 
| ‘Pipeye, Pupeye, Poopeye 
| Peepeye’ (Poyeye cartoon comedy, 
| Par, 7 mins.)—Popeye tangles with 
his four little nephews for which 
this short is named because the 
obstreperous juveniles ‘don’t like 
spinach.” Robust sailor explains that 
|the green vegetable will enable them 
to play the piano. dance like Fred 
Astaire and fight like Jack Dempsey. 
Last 
become husky kids, and wallop their 
uncle. Strongest in this series in 
many months. 

‘The Bulleteers’ (Superman car- 
toon, Par, 9 mins.)—Pop newspaper 
cartoon figure battles gangsters us- 
ing a projectile-like motor car that 
crashes through every obstacle. 
An improvement over earlier ones in 
group, but thin for adults. 











‘Menace of the Rising Sun’ (Spe- 
cial Featurette, U, 21 mins., written 
and directed by Tom Mead, Joseph 
O’Brien; narrated by Graham Mc- 
Namee)—-Here’s a direct screen an- 


ter war films are a present-day need. 
This two-reel short does not pull its 
punches. It calls the Japanese enerny 
exactly what plenty of Americans 
are calling the Japs in every-day 
conversation. And then goes on to 


prove it with pictorial evidence. 
Traces the rise of militarism in 
Japan for nearly 100 years, using 


drawings of famed meetings between 
Jap adinirals and high U. S. Navy 
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ABOUT FACE 





wrecking of a bunch of cars missing 
fire. Picture was in production last 
simmer and priority situation today 
makes car wrecking the reverse of 
comedy. 

Marjorie Lord photographs nicely 
as the femme lead, Margaret Dumont 
is in for a neat bit as the stern lady 
soldier, while Sawyer and Tracy 
handle assignments as adequately as 
scripting permits. Mori. 


SOS COAST GUARD 


Republic release of William Witney and 
Alan James production: co-directed by hoth, 
Stars Ralph Byrd, Bela Lugosi; features 
Maxine Doyle, Herbert Rawlinson, Richard 
Alexander, Lee Ford. Screenplay, Barry 
Shipman and Franklyn Adreon; camera, 
William Nobles. Previewed at projection 
room, N. Y., April 10, ‘42. Running time, 





69 MINS, 
POET scccsccecce ccccccccccccooentaiph Byrd 
TS 64.0000 00 c'esethbees Bela Lugosi 








..Maxine Doyle 
--Herbert Rawlinson 
.- Richard Alexander 
oeseeesivets Lee Ford 
‘< oiaaoe John Picorri 


Snapper McGee.. 
Rackerby..... 


Rabinisi...... -Lawrence Crant 
Jim Kent..... eccocceesstnomas Carr 
ee ecccccccccees-Cariton Young 
Dick Norman. .ccocccccccecesss/ Allen Connor 
Degado........ eeeeseceees George Chesebro 
WSR: cccseves PUTTY T TET Ranny Weeks 
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Republic probably won’t be very 
successful with this one. Made in 
1937 as a serial, it has been spliced 
together as a feature, but film is han- 
dicapped by a juvenile story, bad 
lighting and sound, trite dialog, and 
some rather painful overacting. 

It is dedicated to the Coast Guard, 
with hero Ralph Byrd trapping Bela 
Lugosi, a murderous inventor of 
poison gas, after a series of rough 
and tumble exploits which strain the 
imagination of even the most imag- 
inative. Kids may go for it, adults 
will be bored. 

Lugosi gives the best performance, 
with Byrd and the girl lead Maxine 
Doyle. being typical hero and heroine 
of such yarns. The balance of the 
cast is adequate. Film was full of 
dirt spots and haze in the print ex- 
hibited. Eddy. 


THE LAND 


(DOCUMENTARY) 


Vv. S. Department of Agriculture release 
of Robert Flaherty production Directed 
by Flaherty; editorial supervision. Helen 


Van Dongen; commentary 
sell Lord and spoken bv Flaherty: music, 
Richard Arnell. Previewed at Museum of 
Modern Art Film Librarv. N. Y., April 9, 
42. Running time, 45 MINS, 


written by Rus- 





Robert Flaherty is this country’s 


documentary maker, 


Lorentz. His ‘Nanook of the North’ 
(1922), the first of all documentaries; 
‘Moana’ (1926), ‘Tabu’ (1931), ‘Man 
of Aran’ (1934), and ‘Elephant Boy’ 


(1937) achieved unusual commercial | 
jas well as 


critical success. ‘The 
Land’ is either much inferior to these, 
or documentary technique, as evi- 
denced by the recent work of the 
younger makers, has raced far ahead 
of the white-haired Flaherty. His 
latest entry is a sorry one. 

Part of the blame must go to the 
swift succession of events leading to 
our entry into the war..-When the 
Agricultural Adjustment Adminis- 
tration of the Department of Agri- 
culture gave Flaherty his assignment 
almost two years ago, the farm prob- 
lem was much different from what 
it is now. American farmers then 
were still being paid to plow under 
every third row in the AAA’s en- 
deavor to solve ovr problem of 
plenty. Now the order is produce, 
produce, produce for America and 
her Allies. AAA as a result held it 
on the shelf for months, dubious 
about releasing it at all. Flaherty 
finally re-edited it into its present 





to show that America was 


jalways friendly towards these Ori- 


| entals. 


inducement sways them—they | 


Film then shows how Japan 
concurred in the naval disarmament 
plan of 1921, and again in 1929. Only 
that aifer the last pact the Japs be- 
gan secretly building their sea 
power in violation of the treaty. Pic- 
ture traces the expansion of the 
Nipponese into Manchukuo, and how 


the League of Nations and all powers 


ignored this land grab. Also the 
gradual rise in Jap military spirit 


|until the surprise attack on Shanghai 





swer to those who are convinced bit- | 





and the ‘China- incident.’ Bombing 
and sinking of the U. S. naval boat, 
‘Panay,’ during early stages of this 
undeclared war, also is dramatically 
pictured, with the customary Japa- 
nese apology of ‘so sorry.’ 

Entire subject traces the develop- 
ment of Jap war power winding’ up 
with the surprise attack on Pear] 
Harbor and Roosevelt’s declaration 
of war. General Douglas MacArthur 
is pictured as the ‘man of destiny,’ 
arising in the fact of disastrous de- 
feats in the Philippines. Comment 
on pictures of fresh, surprise assaults 
on Chinese cities is that this may be 
the fate soon of Pacific coast com- 
munities. Brutalities, killing of in- 
nocent citizens, destruction of prop- 
erty, etc., are stressed. 

Film is nicely put together, with 
Graham McNamee doing one of his 
best jobs of dramatic narration. 
Subject looms as a ‘must’ on almost 
any show currently. Wear, 
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form, with a concept entirely differ- 
ent from that with which he shot it, 

That the result is confused, there- 
fore, is not surprising. More ingen- 
uity, more slickness in editing and 
more cleverness in handling the 
commentary, however, could have 
saved at least part of it. As it is, 
there is no clear statement of the 
case and a jumbled solution to only 
part of the two problems posed. 
Flaherty has merely piled up evi- 
dence that the problems exist—which 
everyone knew anyway. Whatever 
value the film has lies in its dram- 
atization of the need for stopping 
soil erosion. 

Aside from erosion, Flaherty has 
treated of the farm unemployment 
created by machines. The two prob- 
lems on the surface appear to be re- 
lated only in a general way, 2nd 
Russell Lord’s commentary _ isn’t 
skillful enough to knit them. As a 
matter of fact, with farmers scream- 
ing now at the lack of labor, the sec- 
ond problem would seem to have 
been better forgotten and the five 
reels pared down to two, with con- 
centration on the vital need to 
eliminate the blowing away of Amer- 
ica’s rich topsoil, source of all agri- 
cultural bounty. 

Picture, as it is edited, lacks any 
semblance of fluidity. It might just 
as well be.a series of stills pushed 
into a lantern slide. Photography, 
except for rare shots, is undistin- 
guished. And the self-conscious and 
—- ‘artiness’ can be labeled 

ardly less than phony. Flaherty's 
delivery of the commentary is pieas- 
ant and Richard Arnell’s music, 
played by the National Youth Ad- 
ministration Symphony, is satisfae- 
torily unobtrusive. 

Hope of distributing the picture 
theatrically, as Pare Lorentz’s pic- 
tures for the AAA were, has been 
dashed by the need for getting into 
release more important films tied up 
with the war and, no doubt, by the 
poor quality of ‘The Land.’ Prints 
M 16mm and 35mm sizes are avail- 
able free from the Department of 
Agriculture. Herb. 


Four Flights to Love 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


English Films release of Taris (J eeph 
Than) production. Stars Fernand Gravet. 
Tirected by Abel Gance, Story Joseph 
Than; camera, Marat; English titles, lHer- 
man G. Weinberg. At Little Cnrrnegie 
Playhonse, N. Y., April 11, ‘42. Running 
time, 82 MINS, 

WEEE. vaca cscccccccecncess Sennang Gravet 
Sonia (Princess)..ccccscs.---Elvire TPonesco 
Rordenave.....+««. cooees RODert Le Vigan 
Janine 

Jeanette } nebsouseeéereens eesoneine Presle 
Bee, ccocehesossesicoeso Mmomague Rol and 
Calow .ccoss:s eevee Pe ee \lerme 





For the limited market using for- 
eign language films this one will get 
by for lack of anything better at the 
moment. Story lacks the sparkle and 
spice which have been typical of 
even unpretentious French produc- 
tions. 

It all begins on the eve of World 
War 1 and ends as World War 2 ap- 
proaches. In the interim Gravet, an 
artist who becomes famous as a 
Parisian fashion designer, ioses wife, 
acquires a daughter, a sense of frus- 
tration and a lot of gray hair. 

For the finale he attends his 
daughter’s wedding though suffering 
acutely from angina pectoris, and 
he dramatically collapses in a church 
balcony as knot is tied at the altar 
below. 

Yarn revolves jaboriously about 
Gravet’s inability to adjust himself 
upon return from the battlefield, due 
to brooding over loss of his wife. At 
first refusing to see his daughter, be- 
cause of peculiar psychosis, he be- 
comes reconciled to child after one 
of his fits of despondency and years 
later recovers sufficiently to start 
playing around with a new cutie 
even though he’s on the brink of the 
grave. 

Photography is slightly blurred 
and recording faulty in spots. Gravet 
photographs well as does Micheline 





|Presle, in the leading femme role, 
|both turning in satisfactory per- 
| formances. Romantic -.scenes are 
| touching at times, and deftly handled 
|by director Abel Gance. Gravet, 
jincidently has been featured in a 
i|couple of American films. Mile. 
| Presle looks like a good bet for 
| U.S. pix. 

There’s one song by Mlle. Presle 
| based on original French language 
title of film, ‘Paradise Lost.’ Mori. 





Tim ‘Holt Taher Holt 


Hollywood, Apri 14. 
Tim How spurs his steed across 
the prairies in ‘Pike’s Peak or Bust’ 
as the first of his six oaters for the 
1942-43 program at RKO. 


Two others, ‘Adventure in Salt 
Valley’ and ‘Singing Guns,’ have 
come out of the writing mill and 


three more are in the process of 
| scripting. Holt is also under con- 
| tract to appear in feature films in 
| addition to the cowpokes. 


COL’S REGULAR PFD. DIVVY 


Columbia Pictures has declared its 
regular quarterly dividend on pre- 
ferred shares this week. 

This divvy of 6834¢ is payable May 
15 to stockho! ‘er. of record May 1. 























Wednesday, April 15, 1942 


THANK YOU, 
Samuel Goldwyn 


. for your conical confidence in the sales 
Siaheiibeniinns of RKO RADIO. 


—— - 





| WE are proud of our association with you... 
7 proud of the job we have done with your 


masterful boxoffice productions THE LITTLE 
FOXES and BALL OF FIRE. 


IT is gratifying to know that you are pleased 
with our efforts ... that you are granting to 
us the privilege of distributing, during the 
coming year, three superb Samuel Goldwyn 
productions: 





(1) THE PRIDE OF THE YANKEES (the life 


of Lou Gehrig), starring GARY COOPER, 7 
with TERESA WRIGHT. 


(2) the BOB HOPE-DOROTHY LAMOUR 
comedy. 


(3) SPITFIRE, starring LESLIE HOWARD and 
DAVID NIVEN, produced in Great Britain 
with the cooperation of the Fighter Command. 


THAT IS, indeed, an honor. Again . . . Samuel 
Goldwyn, THANK YOU. 


GEORGE J. SCHAEFER, President 


RKO RADIO PICTURES, ING. 
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Russe 


ic Sends 42d St. House 





To 75c Top; Vodka Films OK Biz 


‘Guerrilla Brigade,’ Russian-made 
film, which opened at the Stanley, 
New York, Monday (13) with 660- 
seat house on the wrong side of 
42nd Street going to a 75c top for 
the first time, points up the wide- 
spread interest in Russky pictures 
which has developed within the 
trade and throughout the country in 
recent months. Both Globe, Brandt 
house in Times Square, and the 
Stanley, were bidding for the first 
run showing of the film, with pic- 
ture going to the latter because 
Stanley first began consistently play- 
ing Russian pictures. 

Russian flickers, for which Artkino 
has exclusive distribution rights in 
the Western Hemisphere, now get 
bookings in close to 200 theatres in 
the U. S. as compared with a scant 
dozen, stri¢tly foreign language 
houses which played them occa- 
sionally before the Russo-German 
hostilities began. Russian - made 
shorts, for which there is wider de- 
mand, according to N. Napoli, sales 
head for Artkino, now go as high 
as 2,000 bookings. 


Indicative of the trend and audi- 
ence demand for Russian flickers 
since the showing the Red Army has 
made against the Nazi war machine, 
are the numerous dates being given 
Soviet product in the Fabian chain, 
the Randforce circuit, about 10 
houses in the Brandt circuit, in the 
New York Metropolitan area, as well 
asin hinterland situations. Shorts 
are being booked by these and also 
some of the larger circuits such as 
Skouras, National Theatres and War- 
ners. 

Stanley theatre, which grossed be- 
tween $9,000 and $10,000 on the first 
week of ‘Girl from Leningrad,’ 
scaled at 25-35-55c, now operated by 
Maurice Maurer (Markmo Amuse- 
ment Co.), was for a lengthy period 
operated by the Brandts with fourth 
run product and westerns mostly. 
Brandts held a lease on the house, 
paying $25,000 yearly rental which 
was reduced to $16,000 due to poor 
business. Even at the $16,000 rental 
Brands found house unprofitable 
scaled at 25c, and dropped it. 


Maurer then came into the pic- 
ture and had tough sledding the 
first few weeks at the $16,000 annual 
rental. Came the Nazi attack on 
Russia and the rest is history. 

Only worry now is that there may 
not be enough Soviet product made 
due to hostilities. Artkino execs re- 
port, however, that 10 more pictures 
will be released in current fiscal 
year, or a total of 12, same as in 
preceding year. 

Limitation of Russian-made flick- 
ers for general runs, because of 
language is of course realized. But 
with one New York theatre recently 
grossing close to $7,500 with a group 
of Soviet shorts as the main’ draw 
and the Rialto, New York, hanging 
up gross of around $14,000 largely 
Owing to a Russian documentary 
called ‘Day in Soviet Russia,’ values 
of these foreign-made films are be- 
ing given new interest. 


N. Y. IATSE SUES LOEW 
FOR 2006 ON PAY CUT 


Local 306, International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, has 
filed suit in N. Y. supreme court 
against the Marcus Loew Booking 
Agency, seeking $200,000 damages 
for alleged failure to restore a 10% 
pay cut instituted in 1932 and sup- 
posed to have been restored in 1933 
to all Loew theatre workers in N. Y. 
who are members of the union. 

An agreement was signed between 
Local 306 and the Loew Booking 
Agency in March, 1932, expiring 
Aug. 31, 1933, whereby the local 
agreed to take a 10% slash on a 
previously agreed-upon contract. On 
Sept. 1, 1933, the cut was to be 
restored unless the Booking Agency 
was able to prove it could not stand 
the increase. In such a case the 
amount to be restored was to be 5%. 
It is claimed that Loew’s refused to 
negotiate and restore the cut when 
the time came. 











HURRY CALL 
Hollywood, April 14. 
_ Prep work on ‘Manila Calling’ is 
being hustled by Sol M. Wurtzel to 
beat the exodus of Japs from the 
Southern California area. 


' 


and extras. 


Picture requires Japapese, heavies, 








Tradeshows 


Wed., April 15.—‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ (Par), in Denver, Des 
Moines and Salt Lake City, 
having been shown in all 
other exchanges Tues., April 
14. 

Wed., April 15—‘The Man Who 
Wouldn't Die’ (20th), ‘Whis- 
pering Ghosts’ (20th) and 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th), in all 
exchange cities. 

Thurs., April 16—‘The Mad Mar- 
tindales’ (20th) and ‘Moon- 
tide’ (20th), in al: exchange 
cities. 

Thurs., April 16—‘Tarzan’s New 
York Adventure’ (M-G) and 
‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G), in 
all exchange cities except 
New York, where it was 
shown Tues., April 14, and 





Albany, Buffalo, Charlotte, 
Cleveland, Dallas, Des 
Moines, Indianapolis, Los 


Angeles, New Haven, New 
Orleans, Oklahoma City,\St. 
Louis, Omaha, San Francisco 
and Washington, where it 
‘will be shown Fri., April 17. 

Thurs., April 23—‘Ship Ahoy’ 
(M-G) and Tortilla Flat’ 
(M-G), -in all exchange 
cities except New York, 
where ‘Ship Ahoy’ will be 
shown Thurs, Apri] 16 and 
‘Tortilla Flat’ on Tues., April 
21. 

Fri., April 24—‘Grand Central 
Murder’ (M-G), in all ex- 
change cities except New 
York, where it will be’ 
shown Tues., April 21. 


WB STEAMING 
NEXT SIX MOS. 


Hollywood, April 14. 
Busiest period of production in the 
history of the Warners lot is under 
way for the next six months, with 
six features shooting, 20 in prepara- 
tion and nine all wrapped up and 
awaiting release. Hot production 


program is the result of a recent 
studio conference between Jack L. 
Warner, Joseph Bernhard, general 
manager, and Ben Kalmenson, gen- 
eral sales manager. 

Before the cameras are ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ ‘Now, Voy- 
ager,’ ‘The Constant Nymph,’ ‘Des- 
perate Journey,’ ‘Across the Pacific,’ 
and ‘The Hard Way,’ all with high- 
salaried casts. 

Ready for release or in the final 
stages of editing are ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,’ final James Cagney starrer 
on the Warner lot; ‘In This Our Life,’ 
‘The Gay Sisters,’ ‘Juke Girl,’ ‘Lar- 
ceny, Inc.,’ ‘The Big Shot,’ ‘Wings 
For the Eagle,” ‘Always in My 
Heart,’ and ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 

Coming up for early shooting are 
‘The Man They Couldn’t Kill,’ ‘War- 
den Lawes of Sing Sing,’ ‘Princess 
O’Rourke,’ ‘The Adventures of Mark 
Twain, ‘Ethan Frome,’ ‘Country 
Lawyer,’ ‘Saratoga Trunk,’ ‘Catch a 
Falling Star,’ ‘The Edge of Darkness,’ 
and three stage plays to be evolved 
into screen drama, ‘The Corn Is 
Green,’ ‘Watch on the Rhine’ and 
‘Old Acquaintance.’ 


RKO Wins ‘Radio City 











Revels’ Script Suit 





Suit of Jesse Solomon, playwright, 
usainst RKO Pictures, Matt Brooks, 
Eddie Davis, Anthony Veiller and 
Mortimer Offner was dismissed yes- 
terday (Tuesday) by Judge Samuel 
Mandelbaum in N, Y. federal court 
after trial. 

Action sought an injunction, ac- 
counting of profits and damages 
against RKO for alleged plagiarism 
of plaintiff’s play, ‘It Goes Through 
Here,’ in ‘Radio City Revels.’ 





Want Sunday 
Macon, Ga., April 14. 
American Legion here has peti- 


tioned authorities for Sunday night 


pperations okay at, Drive-In theatre. 
House is near Camp Wheeler. 


Philly Variety Club 
Forms Am. Legion Post 


Philadelphia, April 14. 

A charter was presented last night 
(Mon.) to the newly organized 
American Legion Post made up of 
members of Tent 13, Variety Club. 
The presentation was made by I. G. 
Gordon Forster, State Commander 
of the American Legion, to Henry 
Friedman, who was chosen first 
commander of the new post which 
will be known as Philadelphia 
Variety Post No. 713, American 
Legion. 

Other officers chosen were Ted 
Schlanger, zone boss for the Stanley- 
Warner circuit, Ist vice-commander; 
Elmer Wilschke, Philly manager for 
Altec, 2nd vice-commander; Jack 
Kraker, local manager for Ross-Fed- 
eral, adjutant; Al Davis, branch 
manager for 20th-Fox, finance offi- 
cer, and Eli Epstein, president of 
Motion Picture Associates and RKO 
salesman, sergeant-at-arms. 








Koster’s Affectionate Take 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Henry Koster makes his debut as 
a producer-director at Universal this 
week with the start of ‘Love and 
Kisses, Caroline.’ 

Picture is also the first associate 
producer job for Phil: Karlstein, 
former assistant director, who re- 
cently returned from New York with 
background footage for ‘Love and 
Kisses.’ 











Survey 


Continued from page 5 








tion picture patrons, who could go to} 


shows and did in the past, no longer 
attend. It would strive to find out 
why they quit attending cinemas 
and what caused this vast block of 
U. S. population to lose interest in 
picture shows. Even if a market 
analysis is unable to spot the main 
cause of this defection, it’s hoped 
that factual data would be dug 
up which would enable industry 
officials to prevent others from 
dropping back into this ‘non-attend- 
ance’ category in the future. 

Just how vital is the answer to this 
problem can be gleaned from figures 
of industry officials who say its solu- 
tion would increase theatre attend- 
ance 50%. This is predicated on 
estimates that about 30,000,000 peo- 
ple, who could go to the movies, 
don’t attend. If the survey finds the 
answer to what keeps these former 
patrons away and they can be 
brought back as regular customers, 
it will mean additional tens of 
millions per year. Hence, the seri- 


ous consideration being given now} 


to some survey project. 

Market analysis would try to as- 
certain why former pix patrons are 
not interested in screen fare today; 
whether it’s because of the present 
productions, .personal prejudices, or 
if not sufficient advertising or ex- 
ploitation. 


Other matters to be handled by the 
survey would be: (1) if the industry 
is maintaining a good level of de- 
cency in film fare; (2) pictures’ in- 
fluence on young people; (3) if screen 


productions are regarded as helpful | 


influence in the community, and if 
not why not? 

It is not intended to have the sur- 
vey include wild goose chases on 
extraneous topics, or to determine 
what types of pictures regular pa- 
trons or potential customers like. It 
has been found in the past that the 
average person is never quite cer- 
tain about the sort of picture he 
likes. Such question is rated rather 
silly, because most folks reveal by 
their own reaction that they like a 
good picture and never go for a bad 
one. 

People interviewed in the past 
frankly acknowledged they don’t 
know their own tastes in entertain- 
ment until after they see a picture. 
Some may claim they don’t like 
tragedy, but will come out of a thea- 
tre lauding such films as ‘Kings 
Row’ or ‘Rebecca,’ which obviously 
are tragic stories. Consequently the 
analysis survey employed would 
have officials capable of knowing 
what are feasible questions or ones 
that can be answered with any de- 
gree of certainty. Any such industry 
exploratory effort would be taken at 
its face value and not pushed aside 
when the final analysis is in. 

In this way the industry is hopeful 
that when it finally joins the ranks 
of other businesses in studying pub- 
lic reaction, the information collected 
will more than repay the expendi- 
ture. If the initial survey is rated 
successful, it may become a continu- 





ing study of industry conditions. 


fas the Ritz. 





Fight Wage Deadline 


Hollywood, April 14. 
Studio crafts are demanding 
speedy action on wage demands. 
They want to get under the 
wire before the Government 
puts through a freeze on present 
salaries. 








Hinchey’s WB Exec 
Sales Post; Report 3 
Switching to UA 


Ed Hinchey,"in charge of al] buy- 
ing for Warner theatres in the Phila- 
delphia area since decree selling 
went into effect last year, is shift- 
ing to the Warner sales department 
in N. Y. Will have an important 
executive capacity to be worked out 
on the return next Monday (20) of 
Ben Kalmenson. The Warner gen- 
eral sales manager was due in N. Y 
Monday (13), but is presently in 
Chicago and plans a couple stops on 
the way in. , 

Hinchey has been a buying exec 
for Warners for about 10 years and 
previously was in the film buying- 
booking department of Publix (Par). 

During the past week several 
resignations and appointments oc- 
cured in the field with Warners, 
headed by the resignation of Rud 
Lohrenz, midwest district manager, 
and promotion of William Shartin 
Seattle branch head, to succeed him. 

Sid Rose, in charge of the Chicago 
exchange, and James Winn, over the 
Detroit office, also resigned. Re- 
ported they and Lohrenz are going 
to United Artists. 

Jack Shumow is being pushed up 
to handle the Chicago WB office, 
while Pete Stewart shifts from Port- 
land to take over the Seattle branch. 
Al Oxtoby takes over at Portland, 
while the St. Louis office he headed 
will be handled by Lester Bona, a 
salesrnan there. Frank Hannon, for- 
mer salesman, succeeds Shumow at 
Omaha, 

Roy Haines, eastern division sales 
manager, left for Detroit Monday 
(13) to determine on a successor to 
Winn there. A promotion will be 
made from the ranks. 


REFUSES TO DISMISS 
SCHAD’S SUIT VS. WB 


Philadelphia, April 14. 

U. S. District Court Judge J. Cul- 
len Ganey last Thursday (9), re- 
fused to dismiss the $750,000 triple 
damages suit filed by H. J. Schad, 
Reading (Pa.) exhibitor against War- 
ners, Wilmer & Vincent and 20th 
Century-Fox. Judge Ganey turned 
dcwn the motion for dismissal asked 
by counsel for the defendants after 
the plaintiffs completed four days of 














WARNERS PAYS 
$75,000 FOR 
PATRIE 


Charles Nordhoff and James Nor- 
man Hall shot the total paid by 
Hollywood for their adventure yarns 


up to $270,000 last week when War- 
ner Bros. gave $75,000 for the pair’s 
‘Sans Patrie.’ It was the highest 
price yet paid for a Nordhoff-Hall 
story and classes them as the most 
regular sellers of material to Holly- 
wood at high prices. They’ve sold 
every important yarn they've writ- 
ten. 

‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ went to 
Metro for $50;000, ‘Hurricane’ to 
Goldwyn for $60,000, ‘Botany Bay’ to 
Paramount for $50,000 and ‘Out of 
Gas’ (released as ‘Tuttles of Tahiti’) 
to RKO for $35,000. ‘Sans Patrie, 
| however, probably will be their last 
as a writing team for some time, for 
Hall is now at his home in Tahiti, 
French-owned island in the midst 
of the Pacific theatre of war. 
Whether he can get back to the U S. 
for the duration is doubtful. Nord- 
hoff is on the Coast, the pair having 
split when he refused to return with 
Hall to Tahiti, where he also has a 
home. 

Price for ‘Sans Patrie,’ written 
shortly after the fall of France, is 
considered exceptionally high inas- 
much as it is appearing only in the 
Atlantic Monthly, which has no mass 
circulation. In addition, it is rather 
short, being only a two-part nov- 
elette. It’s about convicts who es- 
cape Devil’s Island, take over the 
French ship which rescues them 
from the sea and force it to stop at 
an English port so they can fight for 
DeGaulle. 














Other Story Buys 


Hollywood, April 14 
Paramount bought ‘Glider Squad- 


ron, military training yarn, by 
Roscoe Farmington. 
Bill Pine and Bill Thomas pur- 


chased ‘You Can’t Live Forever,’ by 
Joseph Hoffman. 

Walt Disney acquired a new series 
of stories by Felix Salten, author of 
‘Bambi.’ 

Paramount acquired ‘Stage Door 
Canteen,’ nitery story by Lester Cole. 

Republic bought “The Purple V,’ 
spy yarn by Robert R. Mill. 

‘Project 47,’ war yarn by Rohama 
Lee and L. Willinger, purchased. by 


20th-Fox. : 
Johnston . McCulley’s sagebrush 
novel, ‘The Blocked Trail,’ was 


bought by Republic. 


PSYCHIATRY NOTE 


Comics Are Just’ People — Funny- 
men’s Mixed Reactions to Chaplin 














testimony. 


The defendants claimed that Schad | 
had not made out its case in which | 
Warners, W & V and 20th-Fox were | 
accused of conspiracy to harm the | 
Schad interests. Specificially, 20th | 
is accused of taking away product 
from Schad’s Astor, when the house 
reverted back to the latter after 
being leased to Warners. The prod- | 


} 


} 


uct is then alleged to have been 
given to Wilmer & Vincent’s Em- 
bassy. 


In addition, Schad charged, War- 
ner then leased Wilmer & Vincent’s 
State, renaming it the New Warner, 
and in return leased the dark WB 
Arcadia to W & M. It’s now known 
All these transactions, 
Schad charged, were further evi- 
dences of ‘conspiracy.’ 


JEROME ODLUM JAMMED 
Scenarist’s Bouncers From Minne- 
apolis to Oklahoma City 





Minneapolis, April 14. 
Newspaper story to effect that 
Jerome Odlum, local novelist and 


former Warner Bros. scenarist, two 
of whose novels have been made 
into screen plays, had been arrested 
in Oklahoma City charged with 
passing $120 of worthless checks, 
brought a flood of complaints to po- 
lice headquarters here alleging sim- 
ilar offenses with Minneapolitans 
the victims. 

A woman hotel official said Odlum 
owes her $501.63 for a hotel bill and 
a cafe proprietor claimed he had a 
$100 check that bounced. Police de- 
partment heads said other miscel- 
laneous worthless checks, totaling 
about $231, also were reported. 

Before he blossomed out as a suc- 
cessful novelist and a Hollywood 
screen writer, Od] ;seryed a,pris- 





on term in Minnesota for forgery, 


Comedians are just like people. 

That’s a portion of the world’s 
knowledge that’s been doubted in 
many quarters for years, of course, 
but it is the only justifiable conclu- 
sion to be drawn from the greatest 
conclave of professional funnymen 
in years. They were gathered to- 
gether in New York Monday (13) by 
United Artists to see the reissue of 
Charlie Chaplin’s ‘The Gold Rush.’ 

Audience included Danny Kaye, 
Hugh Herbert, Frank Fay, Billy Gil- 
bert, Bert Gordon, Ed Wynn, Benny 
Baker, Jack Haley, Billy de Wolfe— 
and assorted stooges. Also restaura- 
teur Toots Shor, just along for the 
ride. 

Anyone expecting reaction to the 
film classic to be either terrific gales 
of laughter or complete deadpan 
could only be disappointed. The boys 
acted exactly like normal human 
beings—except for a tendency to 
make sure a galoot in front wasn’t 


hiding their faces from the press 
cameras which filled the small pro- 
jection room. 

Reaction ran the gamut from 


Danny Kaye’s refusal to crack a 
smile to Ed Wynn’s titters at prac- 
tically every Chaplin move. In fact, 
it was the more venerable of the 
comics—Wynn, Hugh Herbert, Billy 
Gilbert and Frank Fay—who seemed 
to get the greatest kick out of the 
derbied tramp. Theirs were the 
belly-laughs that rent the room. 

A disappointment, too, at such a 
gathering were the quips and gags 
that weren’t bandied about «t the 
cocktail party preceding the screen- 
ing. It was just business, the war 
and small talk. The nine so-called 
funnymen might have been the 
Brooklyn Dodgers or the Supreme 
Court. Or maybe it was a stage they 
lacked. 

Anyway, it was a good press stunt 
Bernie Kamer, UA p.a., cooked up. 
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IT’S ALWAYS 
AIR WEATHER 
WHEN GOOD 
sHOWMEN 
SHOWS GET 
TOGETHER! 
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News and Gossip About the Production and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 














REAP’ BEGINS NEW HARVEST 








Here's How Reap Lined ‘Em Up 


(Cont, 
col, 4) 














Paramount Pep Club Choral Society 
Holds Spring Concert Friday Night 





The Choral Society of the Para- 
mount Pep Club, which made mu- 
sical history last Christmas Eve 
when it sang to an audience of sev- 


“eral thousand in Grand Central 
Station, will hold its Spring Con- 
cert Friday night at the Plaza Ho- 
tel. Event will be for the benefit 


of the James Buchanan Brady 
Foundation of the New York Hos- 
pital. 


Choral Society, directed by Edith 
Morgan Savage, will have as guests 
Andre Mathieu, fourteen-year-old 
composer and pianist, and the trio 
of harpists, Clementine, Clotilda 
and Elda Smith. Reservations may | 
be obtained from Kenneth Snyder 
at the Paramount home office. 

Fifty-two Paramount employees, 
representing almost every depart- 
ment in the company’s home office, 


make up the choral group. Agnes 
Menge] Grew is chairman and 
Irene Scott co-chairman, 








PARAMOUNT WILL FILM 


Aces On Location 





Paramount has been having a 
tough time gathering together 
film fliers for scenes in ‘Wake 
Island,’ epic of the stand made 
by U. S. Marines at that Pacific 
outpost. Where a few years back 
there were more than 100 stunt 
fliers available for jobs any day 
in the week, today most of the 
gang are busy donating their skill 
to the Army, Navy and Marine 
air arms, as well as the Ferry 





Service of the RCAF. 


Studio has obtained the use of | 
ten fast Ryan SCW’s, after scour- | 
ing the country for them. Planes | 
are fast, low-wingers, similar in | 
appearance to the Jap Nakajima 
97’s, which took part in the Wake 
raid. They’ll bear the Jap in- | 
signia, and needless to say will | 


do their flying plenty away from | 





defense areas. 








RE-BUTTLE | 


Robert Greig, seen as Joel Mc-| 


ithe Charleston 


FOR CHARLESTON 





Trade Screenings Pave Way 


THREE-DAY GALA 


for Additional Pre-Release 


Bookings; Ten More Dates 


Now Set—Each to Get In- 


tensive Advance 


paign 


a ae 


STARS FALL ON S.C. 





With the picture’s third big pre- 
release premiere scheduled for Sun- 
day, Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the 


Wild Wind’ was getting set this week 


to broaden the area of its spectacular 
harvest. At the same time there 
was no letup in the sheaves of long 
green ‘Reap’ has been hauling in 
from its three current dates. 


Word came through today that the 


Paramount, Hollywood, will*hold the 
Technicolor epic for a fifth big week: 
the Los Angeles Paramount, running 
a day-and-date engagement, will hold 
for a fourth. 


Radio City Music Hall, according 


to an announcement today, will also 
hold for a fourth. 


A trio of players from the film will 


descend on Charleston, S. C., Friday 
| to inaugurate a three-day celebration 


which winds up Sunday with a ben- 


efit premiere at the Gloria Theatre. 


The three, Paulette Goddard, Wal- 
ter Hampden, and Martha O’Driscoll, 
will be officially welcomed by Mayor 
Lockwood at a dinner Friday night. 
Events leading up to the opening in- 
clude a charity ball sponsored by 
Junior League, a 
Plantation Party staged by radio sta- 
tion WCSC, and a pair of luncheons 
at the Cypress and Middleton Gar- 
dens. 
Meanwhile, 
dates for ‘Reap’ have been set, and 
Para district ad men are already 
priming the towns for all-out build- 
up campaigns. Bookings are set at the 
Warfield, San Francisco; the Norva, 
Norfolk, Va., the Colonial, Richmond; 


| the State Lake, Chicago; the Center, 


Salt Lake City; the Fox, Atlanta; the 


‘STAGE DOOR CANTEEN’ | Crea’s butler in ‘Sullivan’s Travels,’ | Majestic, Houston; Majestic, San An- 


|has been assigned the same roie in| tonio, and the Metropolitan, Boston. 


New York’s famous ‘Stage Door | 
Canteen’ will make its bow in the 





movies through a story purchase| vein than any to date. i 


made at the close of last week by/! 
Paramount. Studio bought an orig- 
inal by Lester Cole based on the| 
refreshment spot where service 


men are served by the ultra-glam-| ° 


orous figures of Broadway. 

Present plans are to gather a top| 
star cast for the production, plus a 
number of Broadway celebs for at- 
mosphere. Walter MacEwen, who 
just joined the Studio fold, will 
produce. 


Set Two Dix Pix 


‘Peace Marshall’ by Frank Gru- 
ber, and ‘Buckskin Empire’ by| 
Harry Sinclair Drago, will be the 
first two Richard Dix pictures to 
film under Harry Sherman’s new 
four-picture deal with the star. Dix 
has made two pictures to date for 
Sherman, to be released by Para- 
mount, They are ‘American Em- 
pire’ and ‘Tombstone, the Town Too 
Tough to Die,’ now readying: ‘Leo | 
Carrillo and Preston Foster star. | 














McCrea’s next, ‘Triumph Over| Trade screenings for ‘Reap’ in all 
Pain.’ Latter is also a Preston| Exchange districts yesterday and to- 
Sturges pic, but in more serious| day have paved the way for addi- 
tional pre-release bookings. 
» 4 . pr » Ny 
PIX & PEOPLE 
Walter Abel and Damien O’Flynn have been added to the cast of ‘Wake 


Island’...O’Flynn has just finished a top role in U’s ‘Broadway’... 
Evelyn Brent is back with Paramount for a role in the Pine-Thomas 
picture ‘Wrecking Crew’...Frank. McDonald directs...After finishing 
his 42nd ‘Hopalong Cassidy’ film, ‘Undercover Man,’ Bill Boyd and his 
wife left this week for a two-week vacation in Prescott, Arix....Top 
feminine roles of Maria and Pilar.in ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ remain 
unfilled, with production skedded to start shortly...thirty-five players 
have been tested...famous radio cal] of ‘Hen-n-ry—Henry Aldrich”, 


followed by ‘Coming Mother,’ 


will hereafter 


open all Paramount’s 


‘Henry Aldrich’ pictures, beginning with ‘Henry Aldrich, Editor’... 
device will tie the pictures even more closely to the top radio dramatic 
serial The Aldrich Family...present Crossley of the program is a 


phenomenal 37.1...song-and-dance 


routine of Ann Miller to the tune 


‘Cooperate with Your Air Raid Warden’ is whispered as the hit tune 
of the forthcoming ‘Priorities of 1942’...Alan Ladd’s performance in 
‘The Glass Key,’ according to Coast advices, indicates that the Ladd’s 
hit in ‘This Gun for Hire’ was no accident...he’s terrif again, they say 
_..John Chapman’s ‘Hollywood’ column in the N. Y. Daily News and 
syndicated papers has voiced agreement with Studio pre-viewers on 


Paramount’s forthcoming ‘Take a 


Letter, Dariing’...Chapman said: 


‘Rosalind Russell, Fred MacMurray and author Claude Binyon have. 
made it a top-grade comedy...picture was sneaked into the N. Y. Para- 
mount recently and got plenty of laughs from the cash-customers. 


ten more pre-release | 


Cam- 








| 
| 
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... During the Blizzard Last Week! 











From Fiftieth and Sixth, right around the block to Rockefeller Plaza, 
they stood in line four-deep throughout last Thursday’s freezing wind 
and sleet to see ‘Reap the Wild Wind’!. They’ll be there next week, too! 
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Steppers Falling in Step With U. S.; 
Shortage Felt in Current Musicals 





‘Remarkable’ Sentence 





A youth arrested in a Chicago 
handbook raid was ‘sentenced’ to 
see Paramount’s ‘The Remarkable 
Andrew’ last week when police 
found him in possession of a 
sword stamped with the swastika. 
Sentence was passed by Judge 
Oscar S, Caplan in Racket Court, 
who told the boy to see the pic- 
ture ‘and learn something of the 


American way of life.’ Story 
broke in INS and local radio 
newscasts, 











Studio Opens School 


| 

' 

Paramount was converting one| 
of its biggest sound stages into a 
schoolroom for 100 extras this 


week, The extras are youths, all 
under 18, who appear in a military 
school scene of ‘The Major and the 
Minor,’ Ginger Rogers-Ray Milland 
comedy. Law requires four hours 
of study a day for minors working 
in films, and the heavy number 





made the big classroom necessary. 


vr 


Call for a hundred male dancers 
issued by Paramount Studio last 
week, for use in scenes of the forth- 
coming ‘Priorities of 1942,’ netted 
a total of ‘only a handful,’ accord- 
ing to Coast advices. Studia execu- 
tives believe the draft and enlist- 
ment have depleted the usual big 
supply on hand for any open jobs. 


‘Priorities’ has a number of big 
dance scenes, many of them set in 
a defense aircraft factory. Men 
were wanted as dance partners for 
the whirlwind Ann Miller, who 
emerged in ‘True to the Army,’ and 
who is teamed again with Jerry 
Colonna in a top role of ‘Priorities.’ 


Interiors of the Douglas Aircraft 
plant in L. A. are being copied—~ 
with official permission—for inter- 


lor sets. 





‘GLIDER SQUADRON’ NEXT 

Paramount will follow up ‘Wake 
Island’ with ‘Glider Squadron,’ 
based on an original by Roscoe 
Farmington, it was announced to- 
day. Present plans are to line up 
an all-star cast for the production. 
No director has been assigned. 











‘I don’t care if you DO know the major; you can’t 
hang that card here’ 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Dick Stabile’s 





Orch with Grucie 


Barrie, John Garfield, Jerry Lester,’ 


Miriam LaVelle, The Vocatones (14); 
‘Dangerously They Live’ (WB), re- 
viewed in this issue of ‘Variety’. 





Strand poured on the names in this 
stage show, including John Garfield 
(New Acts) in life on the stage and 
in shadows on the screen, with the 
result that the house was jammed 
opening night (Friday). It was an 
auspicious start for Dick Stabile’s 
orch, making his first appearance at 
the WB flagship; Jerry Lester, who 
has been on Bing Crosby’s program; 
Gracie Barrie, nifty little songstress, 
who is Mrs. Stabile in private life, 
and the rest of the pit-platform bill. 

Show plays extremely well, except 
for the amateurish stance of the 
Vocatones (New Acts), eight girls 
and six boys in a hot choral group, 
and the unnecessary dirt in Lester’s 
act. 

At one point Lester asks the audi- 
ence, ‘Whatever happened to vaude- 
ville?’ That's a question he might 
ask of himself and permit a record - 
ing of portions of his routine to 
make the answer. A very comic 
zany without the smut, it’s all the 
more reason why his crack about 
‘Murray Lipshitz’ bar’ should be 
scissored; also the nance and mid- 
die-finger stuff. Not only does he 
deliver dirt, he overdoes it. The 
dead — that oo en 
bar’ is perhaps most significan 

Otherwise, Lester is wowing them 
here, doing far better on the stage 
than he’s been doing on the air. That 
should indicate he’d better stop 
questioning the whereabouts of 
vaudeville, for the latter is evidently 
his best medium. And vaude is pay- 
ing him a pretty good salary. 

Plus his own act, Lester returns 
for a love-making finale bit with 
Garfield and Miss Barrie. This is 
written so as to make Gar- 
field look like a stooge, with the fact 
that the film player was forgetting 
his lines opening night making him 
look even worse. Miss Barrie, on 
the receiving end, adds beauty to an 
elementary bit of comedy which 
Lester milks for all its worth. 

Show’s opener, following a bounce 
arrangement by Stabile’s capable ag- 
gregation sectioned in five brass, five 
reed and four rhythm, is the 14 Voca- 
tones. Then comes Miriam LaVelle, 
@ good acro dancer with a nifty 
chassis, with Miss Barrie following 
after another band interlude. 

Plus good voice, Miss Barrie rates 
bends for her excellent taste in 
gowns. The black-skirted, green and 
white waisted affair she wore Friday 
night was an eye-treat; ditto the blue 
print silk she later affected for the 
romance bit. Did three numbers at 
this catching, opening with ‘Some- 
body Is Taking My Place,’ then ‘I 
Don’t Want to Walk Without You’ 
and finally the comic ‘I Gotta Keep 
on Shakin’ to Get My Eggs and 
Bacon.’ 

Both in playing the show and in 
its own musical numbers, the Stabile 
band is thoroughly competent. On 
the sax, Stabile gets a good score 
himself with ‘All the Things You 
Are,’ but his sax exercise with the 
drum accompaniment is not very ap- 
pealing to non-jitterbug audiences. 

Show is on and off in 70 minutes, 
not bad for all the talent involved, 
but could be tightened somewhat, 
with most of the pruning possible in 
Lester’s dirt. Scho. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, April 11. 
Gypsy Rose Lee, Gil Robinson, 
Whirling Coeds (2), Starnes & 
Anavan, Frankie & J. W. Stoker, 
Billy Samuels & Lawrence, Jimmy 
Bunn, Herb Six House Orch: ‘What’s 
Cookin’’ (U), 





Although the Tower marquee is 
basking in the light of a strong 
headliner in the name of Gypsy Rose 
Lee, supporting bill is more or less 
mediocre. But the boxoffice will be 
more pleasing. 

The stripeuse is copping an eight- 
day personal before getting down in 
earnest to the production of her 
forthcoming show, ‘Star and Garter 
Revue,’ skedded to open on Broad- 
way sometime in May. She handles 
the closing spot on the bill with her 
customary routine of unspinning a 
rhyme and unpinning her costume 
for us clever and punchy effect as 
ever. Although Kansas City has seen 
her many times, her last strip tease 
here was at this same house in 1938, 
and the time is ripe for a repeat. 

Show has a little different opening 
as Ray Stinson steps out of the Herb 
Six band for a sax specialty on 
‘Minka.’ Whirling Coeds (2) take 
over as first standard act and climax 
their rollerskating turn as smaller 
femme lights a match held in her 
teeth on the mat while her partner 
spins her at top speed. Gil Robin- 
son has a fling at mimicry and cores 
off with a better Fred Allen and 
Winchell than he does Ted Lewis, 
Eddie Cantor and Groucho Marx. 
Starnes and Anavan center their 
acrobatic-adagio work around a pair 
of plumes held by gal partner, but 
it takes light effect. 

Jimmy Bunn steps out of his m.c. 
role to warble a sweet ‘Miss You’ 
and ‘Tll See You in My Dreams’ in 
better style than that of his> last 
singing chore. Then he has young- 


sters Frankie and J. W. Stoker on 
for a bit of fast rope twirling with 
the lad of the duo showing a fully 
complete hemp routine, Billy Sam- 
uels and Lawrence get off some 
lightly sophisticated comedy and 
mix in a shag or two. ’ 

Final turn is then given to Miss 
Lee, working solo with her well re- 
membered, slightly travestized strip. 
Her turn is short, but apparently was 
note slighted despite fact she suf- 
fered heavily opening day from a re- 
bellious tooth. 

Film entry has enough names to be 
of some slight effect at the — 

uin, 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 11. 
Benny Goodman Orch (15) with 
Peggy Lee, Art London, Shea & Ray- 
mond, Ambassadorettes; ‘Juke Box 
Jenny’ (U). 








If anyone has the idea that Benny 
n is slipping in popularity 
with the younger generation, they'd 
better forget it. If the reception 
King Benny is getting here is any 
indication, the bespectacled maestro 
is still the boss man of jive, in these 
parts, at least. : 
They had to call out the riot squad 
on his opening day (Friday) and 
double it when this reviewer caught 
the show (Saturday evening). Not 
since his first appearance here in the 
jitterbug era (circa 1938) have the 
alligators gone haywire as they are 
this tim 


e. 
And the tunes that Goodman and 
his boys are dishing out are just the 
kind of stuff that the sweater set 
thrives on. They tee off with ‘Don’t 
Be That Way,’ ‘Jersey Bounce,’ ‘The 
Earl’ (with Mel Powell soloing on 


the piano), ‘One O’Clock Jump,’ 
‘Sing, Sing, Sing.’ 

Blonde easy Lee then sets the 
customers with her elegant 
chanting of ‘Skylark,’ ‘My Little 
Co ‘Some 7 My 


usin, aking 

Place,’ and ‘Blues in the Night.’ Art 
London also clicks with a bang with 
‘I Don’t Want to Walk,’ ‘Zoot Suit,’ 
and ‘Heart of Texas.’ 

Support acts are also top-flight. 
Shea and ond, making their 
third appearance here in a little 
more than a year, are guffaw-getters 
with their ludicrous dancing, and 
the Ambassadorettes, do a tricky 
turn of acro-dancing. 

Crowd at reviewing made the 
manager wish his walls were made 
of rubber, rationing or no. Shal. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Les Brown Orch (16) with Betty 
Bonney, Ralph Young, Butch Stone; 
Evelyn Farney, Fred Sanborn with 
Charles Lawrence; ‘Canal Zone’ 
(Rep). 








Les Brown’s crack combination of 
three trumpets, three trombones, five 
sax (six with leader’s) and four 
rhythm, backed up by two strong 
acts, hit home solidly at this house 
in its weekend booking. Fresh from 
a three-week stay at the New York 
Paramount, Brown has a _ neatly 
paced session of pop ballads and 
driving arrangements which found 
strong reaction from a well-filled 
house when caught, 

Brown first came to attention 
about a year ago in the N. Y. area, 
but spent the majority of the time 
since in and around Chicago. He 
leads a scrupulously clean combo 
which tackles a book of well written 
arrangements with fiery punch or 
smooth neatness, depending on the 
tempo selected. _ Its tempoes are 
good and the tones sure and true. 
Opening with ‘Anvil Chorus,’ a sure- 
fire pulse-quickener, the band swings 
to melodic pops, a medley of stand- 
ards showing off various brass and 
reed solists and rhythmic items that 
started the audience clapping. 

With only two accompanying acts, 
it is left to the band to fill no small 
portion of the running time. With 
vocalists Betty Bonney and Ralph 
Edwards, plus sax-comedian Butch 
Stone, it’s a simple task. Young is 
on first, baritoning ‘I Don’t Want to 
Walk’ and ‘Moonlight Cocktails’: he 
comes back later to duo with Miss 
Bonney ‘I Said No’ and take part in 
‘Joltin’ Joe Di Maggio,’ which drew 
none of the cracks expected of 
Brooklyn ball fans. Miss Bonney 
also does ‘He’s I-A’ and ‘All That 
Meat’ and while both she and Young 
evoke strong response the cleanup 
is performed by Butch Stone, who 
could have done much more than 
‘Feet’s Too Big,’ ‘Good Man Is Hard 
to Find’ and ‘Zoot Suit’ He was a 
big click. 

Evelyn Farney, from the musical 
‘Pal Joey,’ taps to ‘Donkey Serenade’ 
and a medley of Stephen Foster 
tunes, making each routine count 
heavily. -Her steps are executed 
with neatness and perfectly fitted to 
the accompanying arrangements. 
She could do something, however, 
about the frizzed hair-do she affects. 
It gives her a hard look. 

Fred Sanborn’s pantomiming, 
straighted by Charles Lawrence, is 
chockful of laughs. Beginning by 
interrupting Lawrence’s tricks of 
magic with some of his own, he then 
goes into his standard@ xylophone 
routine which packs a comical wal- 
lop. He finishes by going straight 
on the instrument, using a trio of 





familiar melodies, 
Biz good. Wood. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Billy Gilbert, Al Siegal & Susan 
Miller, Monroe Bros. (2), Senor 
Wences, Mazzone & Abbott (5); In- 
vaders’ (Col), 








A shorter show than usual, run- 
ning only 55 minutes, but one that 
entertains to a fair degree. Comedy 
and novelty are in the majority, 
while for vocal flavor there’s Al 
Siegal’s latest discovery, Susan 
Miller (New Acts). Dancing is an 
element that doesn’t figure, an odd 
factor on any show. 


Miss Miller, who takes billing be- 
hind Siegal, maker of singing stars 
and an arranger of note, comes from 
the Coast. She was in pictures there 
for Universal and recently worked at 
Earl Carroll’s nitery, from which 
point Siegal picked her up. 

Spotted next to closing is Billy 
Gilbert, the sneeze comic of the 
screen. He works with his wife and 
gets over well though he was far 
from stopping the show Thursday 
night. Comedian, good on the Greek 
accent and also getting laughs with 
his sneezing, appears as a chef, but 
does not use a lunch counter set as 
he has in the past. Gilbert’s singing 
of ‘Sheik of Araby,’ closing, isn’t so 
effective. : 

The Senor Wences ventriloquistic 
single, No. 2, is still a pip. He works 
with two little dummies, in one case 
manipulating his fist as a little girl's 
face, while the other is a face en- 
cased in a box. Wences blends jug- 
gling with his ventro work and 
scores strongly on that, too. Turn is 
neatly and cleverly presented. 

Opener is the Monroe Bros. 
trampoline tramp comics who have 
been around a long time. Well liked 
here, but the freres shouldn’t talk. 
Mazzone and Abbott, novelty act of 
three women and two men as Apache 
characters, wind up the proceedings. 
The set is that of an Apache dive, 
containing breakaway props, lea 
the joint somewhat of a wreck after 
the roughhouse is over. It’s a suit- 
able novelty for vaude. It’s slated 
for the new Latin Quarter Broad- 
way nitery debuting next week. 
Business Thursday evening only 
fair. Char, 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 





Minneapolis, April 11. 
Gene Krupa Orch (16) with Anita 
O’Day and Johnny Desmond, Pops & 
Looie, Maysie & Brach, Wesson 
Bros. (2); ‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par). 





This unit, traveling intact for a 
number of theatre engagements, is 
red-hot from every standpoint, in- 
cluding jive rug-cutting and all- 
around entertainment. In its first 
stand here it’s grabbing whole 
hearted audience approval. 


Three enthusiasm-provoking acts 
qualifiyng for ‘novelty’ rating and 
affording desirable diversification 
attest to the good assembling job. 
These turns are built around Gene 
Krupa’s pulse-quickening music, 
which supplies the essential narne 
draw to grease the turnstiles. Of 
course, the appeal is mainly to the 
swingsters and jitterbug crowd, but 
even the a.k.s and the more con- 
servative element undoubtedly find 
much to please them. 


It’s the second local Krupa visit, 
with the outfit and maestro-drum- 
mer seemingly more torrid than 
ever, if that’s at all possible. Krupa 
emcees and takes the drum spotlight 
occasionally to considerable ad- 
vantage. Practically all of the num- 
bers call for individual and group 
soloing bits. One deservedly fea- 
tured member, Roy Eldridge, Negro 
trumpeter, is pushed particularly 
into the spotlight, holding down the 
mike for effective horn blowing and 
a vocal number. Several band con- 
tributions have almost the entire 
gang hitting it up on small drums 
along with Krupa. 


‘Drum Boogie’ is a blistering and 
fast opener, symptomatic of the 
band’s ensuing feverish pace. Johnny 
Desmond, youthful vocalist, tempo- 
rarily has the band in a sweeter 
groove while he warbles ‘Tangerine’ 
and ‘I Miss You’ to good returns. 
First of the acts is Pops and Looie, 
dusky hoofers, but at show caught 
former had to work alone because of 
his partner’s late arrival. With his 
unusual tap steps, eccentric stepping 
and rapid pace, he had no trouble 
tying up the customers. 

Anita O’Day, the band’s feminine 
vocalist, has a swing style that fits 
perfectly into the proceedings and 
she scores with ‘Blues in the Night,’ 
‘Let Me Off Uptown’ and ‘Thanks for 
the Boogie Ride.’ The Maysie and 
Brach unicycle act is far out of the 
ordinary, with the girl performing 
stunts supported on her male part- 
ner’s head and shoulders while he’s 
astride the cycle. His piece-de- 
resistance is to keep 11 hoops swing- 
ing in different directions as he 
perches on top of a high unicycle. 

The band goes into what amounts 
almost to a boogie woogie jam ses- 
sion again when Eldridge wows ’em 
with his trumpeting of ‘Embraceabie 
You’ and a bit of comic vocalizing, 
‘Knock Me a Kiss.’ ‘Blue Rhythm 
Fantasy’ finds the band almost be- 
serk on the drums. It’s stirring and 
exciting. 





Giving a new twist to imper- 





sonating, Richard and Eugene Wes- 
son are socko. One brother does the 
facial expressions and the other the 
voice impressions. Both are excel- 
ient and the synchronizing is letter- 
perfect. The act holds a big kick 
and many laughs for the customers. 
They stopped the show. é 

A good-sized opening Friday 
matinee house. Rees. 


WINDSOR, BRONX 


Bobby Byrne Orch (16) with 
Dorothy Claire, Jack Palmer; Gon- 
zales Trio, Henny Youngman, Benny 
Fields; Shorts-Newsreels, 








This three-day stand marks the 
finish of the first year of split-week 
vaude and shorts operation of the 
Brandts’ link in the Bronx. Accord- 
ing to a _ none-too-communicative 
manager, the house did not do as 
well as it did last year, when it ran 
full week same as the Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, which plays these shows 
first. On April 21 the Windsor and 
the Flatbush goes into its second 
season of summer stock with ‘Native 
Son,’ a policy that proved profitable 
last year. 

Caught Friday night, last show, 
with house full to standing room, the 
bill headed by Benny Fields ran a 
smooth and effective course. Gon- 
zales trio, bright in spangled cos- 
tumes, earned strong reaction to the 
tricks of their painstakingly trained 
fox terriers, topped by my = Be ee 
~— a —_ > by one. 

enny Youngman got himself tan- 
gled in an exchange with a 
bothersome balconyite, becoming ob- 
viously angry, and stifling the need- 
ler only by resorting to a low one 
re his heckler’s parentage; bad taste. 
Otherwise, in the main his stuff 
drew repeated laughs, some of it 
new, some of it old, punched over 
with easy delivery. 

Bobby Byrne’s improved combina- 
tion of six evenly split brass, five 
sax and four r m, did a neat job 
behind the acts and played smoother, 
cleaner and with more — than 
at any time in the past. Its tempos 
were rounded and lifting, and the 
tunes employed on its own were 
nicely between ballad and 
jump. ere’s a marked difference 
Coouoen the Byrne combination of 
the present and the one of the past. 
Byrne himself seems to be more at 
ease up front and consequently it 
shows in his trombone solos. 

Dorothy Claire and Jagsk Palmer 
are its vocalists. Palmer’s on first 
with smooth renditions of ‘Shrine of 
St. Cecelia,’ faded and worn by now, 
but burnished through the use of its 


tuneful introduction, and ‘Smoke 
Gets in Your Eyes.’ Miss Claire is 
singing better and shows it on 


‘Arthur Murray,’ ‘I Cried for You’ 
and an original. 

Benny Fields is top man of the bill, 
according to the audience reaction. 
His delivery of past and present 
tunes, smartly interwoven in a 
‘Music Goes Round’ medley, and 
such things as ‘You’re a Lucky Fel- 
low, Mr. Smith,’ plus an earnest and 
hard-working delivery, rated him 
the top slot with this crowd. 


HIPP, BALTO. 


Baltimore, April 11. 
Clyde McCoy Orch (12) with Jack 
Emerson and Bennett Sisters (4), 
Stubby Kaye, Del Rios (3), Bob 
Williams; ‘Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col). 











An easy-going layout. Nice, pleas- 
ant and entertaining. Biz is in the 
same groove. 

Clyde McCoy’s followers are giv- 
ing his saccharine trumpet a know- 
ing welcome on his opening theme. 
His band is steady, without fanfare 
or standout solos. Everybody pitches 
in for a workmanlike performance, 
calmly paced by McCoy, who also 
announces the specialities. 

Opening with an original, ‘Tear It 
Down,’ the band follows with ‘Basin 
Street Blues,’ which furnishes the 
various sections ample opportunity 
for their individual licks highlighted 
by the trademarked style of McCoy’s 
horn. Makes spot for the Bennett 
Sisters, quartet of vocalists who give 
out with ‘He’s 1-A,’ ‘My Sunday Man’ 
and ‘Heart of Texas,’ al! adequately 
delivered. 

After ‘Bugle Call Rag’ by band, the 
Del Rios, two lads and a femme 
formally attired, sell extra strong 
routine of hand-balancing which is 
climaxed with a three-high stand, the 
gal in the middle. Ring the bell 
solidly and set matters for appear- 
ance of Stubby Kaye (New Acts) to 
follow after a brief interlude of 
hoofing by the Bennett Sisters. 

Band’s vocalist, Jack Emerson, sells 
sdme pops very handily, enlisting 
McCoy’s trumpet and the Bennetts 
for effective backup. Trademarked 
‘Sugar Blues’ gets plenty of recog- 
nition upon McCoy’s rendition. 

Bob Williams and his slowmoving, 
reverse-acting pooch garner a load of 
laughs, with Williams’ comic pacing 
very well timed and_ skillfully 
pointed. Poses by dog are pic- 
turesque and pliability of muscular 
control as handled by Williams 
places act above the category of the 
usual dog turn. Makes for decided 
novelty with plenty of appeal and 
drew a solid response when caught. 
‘Sweet Sue’ by orch, with McCoy 
giving out on a tiny trumpet, winds 
up the doings. 


KEITH’S BOSTON | 


Boston, April 10. 
Chico Marx Orch (16) with Ginny 
Perkins, Bobby Clark, Ziggy Lane; 
Dixie Dunbar, Little Tough Guys 
(2), Cliff Nazarro; ‘Joan of Paris’ 
(RKO). 








Chico Marx’s new band got off to a 
zippy start for a week’s run here, 
with a house full of youngsters for 
the opening show. The band itself 
is okay, if not especially sock, but 
Marx is good for anyhody’s money as 
a front man. His piano specialty, 
held for the finish, got a reception of 
whistling and howling that matched 
the wild ovations accorded Benny 
Goodman, Dorsey, et al. Begged off 
with a medley, cleverly arranged, 
that combines most of the requests 
shouted at him by the mad mob. 
Comic kids his conducting and does 
a fine job as mc. On the show 
caught he alternated with Cliff 
Nazarro as m.c., but a smart move 
would be to let Marx take all the 
announcements and let former stick 
to his double talk. 


Band opens with ‘Heart of Texas,’ 
following with zippy vocals by 
Ginny Perkins.’ Bobby Clark (not 
the comedian of the same name) 
Sings ‘Blues in the Night’ later, aided 
by some horseplay from the leader. 
Ziggy Lane vocals ‘Love of Mine, 
also pepped up by Marx, doing chat- 
ter interpolations in the breaks of 
the slow tune. Lane gets over with 
‘Dear Mom,” his only straight croon- 
ing number, and earns extra bows. 
‘Chandelle,”” a new number of Ben 
Pollack, whose outfit Marx is front- 
ing, is the outstanding band offering, 
showing off the musicians, particu- 
larly George Wettling in a smart 
drum turn. 


Nazarro socks over with double 
talk, but when he simulates a Holly- 
wood star doing a p.a. he misses. His 
vocal of ‘I'll Remember’ clicks be- 
cause of the double-talk patter verse. 
Little Tough Guys deuce with more 
Hollywood atmosphere and a demon- 
stration of how tough they can talk. 
Harris (‘Sailor’) Berger gets over 
fairly well with vocals of ‘White 
Cliffs’ and ‘Frenesi,’ but Hally 
(‘Murph’) Chester had plenty of 
trouble with the mugg customers 
when he tried to sell ‘em a phony 
Shakespeare bit. The boys work 
like vaude vets, have plenty of con- 
fidence. but they haven’t much of an 
act. Their hokey rhumba closer, 
with Chester in femme-gag attire, 
gets them off satisfactorily. 

Dixie Dunbar taps out two 
routines, but she made it plain to 
everybody that she was having 
trouble with the band’s back-up 
tempos. Miss Dunbar adds a sweet 
femme touch to the bill, which has a 
general rowdy tone, sure-fire for this 
house. 

Very good biz at opening show. 

Fox. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 10. 
Red Norvo Orch (14), Jimmy 
Durante, Mildred Bailey, Condos 
Bros., Eddie Jackson, Kay Allen, 
Fran Snyder; ‘Mr. V’ (UA). 








There’s no question about it. 
Jimmy Durante, of the large nose 
and unlimited store of energy, is still 
one of the great clowns of our time. 
The long years since he and Eddie 
Jackson (currently doing a bit in the 
act) and Lou Clayton flashed so 
spectacularly across the speakeasy 
belt that was Broadway in the early 


’20s have neither dimmed the 
Schnozzola’s boundless spirit nor 
staled his infinite varieties. He re- 


mains the mad, merry minstrel of 
old, providing a gay, giddy, if mo- 
mentary surcease from the trials and 
troubles of a troubled universe. No 
one has ever mastered or success- 
fully imitated the Durantian rough- 
house humor, full of personal travail 
and volcanic turmoil, and for the 
man, woman and child who can’t 
laugh at the idiocies of this modern 
Cyrano, there is no hope, no help 
and no salvation. He is alone of his 
kind, laughing through life, with the 
world, where it is still permitted, 
laughing with him. 

Durante closes the show—for a 
very good reason. Anybody trying 
to follow him would be committing 
professional suicide. He fairly tears 
the stage apart, enlisting practically 
everybody on the bill for stooges, 
rushing down into the audience, and 
taking the entire band with him, to 
find a lady’s lost glove; murdering 
the piano in a duet with Red Norvo, 
in which he’s constantly accusing 
Norvo of trying to crab his act; toss- 
ing everything that’s around loose at 
musicians he insists aren’t showing 
him the proper respect and other- 
wise creating a one-man riot the 
likes of which hasn’t been seen 
around here since—well, since 
Durante was around the last time. 
He’s immense, on for nearly half an 
hour and, if the mob had its way, he 
would have at least doubled the time. 

The others aren’t bad either. 
Norvo’s new band its probably the 
youngest-looking organization ex- 
tant; there doesn’t appear to be a kid 
in it old enough to vote. Made up of 
three trombones, three trumpets, five 
Saxes, bass, piano and drums, it’s 





Biz very substantial, Burm, 
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pened and will make no changes in 
pookings unless forced to do so. 

E. C. Rhoden, president of Fox- 
Midwest, says in his letter to 
Rodgers that he’s ‘somewhat sur- 
prised at the attitude taken by some 
of the large circuit operators.’ He 
believes that ‘by keeping still and 
avoiding any stories the public sen- 
timent will quiet down and that the 
pictures can be exhibited to normal 
grosses.’ 

MPTO of Connecticut discussed 
the Ayres matter at a meeting and 
voted unanimously that the organiza- 
tion go on record as being opposed to 
the arbitrary withdrawal of the pic- 
tures in question. MPTO of 
Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennessee 
has offered to lend its assistance in 
averting cancellations on Ayres’ films 
in that territory. 

Independent Theatre Owners Assn., 
representing the Greater N. Y. area, 
is opposed to taking any action, 
through cancellations or otherwise, 
with respect to the ‘Dr. Kildare’ 
pictures as result of the Lew Ayres’ 
situation. - 





Recommended for Medical Corps 
Hollywood, April 14. 


Lew Ayres, film actor now in a 
‘conscientious objector’ camp, was 
recommended for reclassification into 
1-AO, meaning a non-combatant job 
such as hospital work, by General 
J. O. Donovan, state director of se- 
lective service. General Donovan 
issued the following official state- 
ment: 

‘Lewis Frederick Ayres made ap- 
plication to my office by telegram for 
reclassification from that of ‘consci- 
entious objector’ to that of 1-AO. I 
immediately forwarded the applica- 
tion to General Hershey, national di- 
rector of the selective service sys- 
tem, with a recommendation that it 
be granted and that Ayres be as- 
signed to the Medical*Corps. It is 
my earnest hope that this action will 
follow. 

‘Like the selective local board in 
Beverly Hills, which handled the 
case, and the FBI, which investigated 
it, I am convinced after personal 
investigation that Ayres is and has 
been most sincere and that he 
showed great courage in making his 
decision; although a better under- 
standing by him of the situation 
would have averted the adverse pub- 
licity given the case. 

‘My personal investigation discloses 
that from the start Ayres has been 
eager to serve his country according 
to his capacity and his conscience.’ 





Metro’s Coast Checkup 
Los Angeles, April 14. 


Private check is being made by 
Metro in the southern California 
area to determine public reaction 
to ‘Dr. Kildare’s Victory,’ which 
was dropped by some theatres but 
still showing in several houses in 
the Los Angeles district. Checkers 
in six theatres reported sporadic 
hissing but no general protest. 

Understood Metro figures it can 
play out the bookings on ‘Victory’ 
and two other films, still awaiting 
release, in which Lew Ayres appears, 
in spite of his conscientious objector 
attitude. 





70 Cancellations 
Detroit, April 14. 
Cancellation of ‘Dr. Kildare’s Vic- 
tory’ at approximately 70 houses in 
this area was announced by Carl 
W. Buermele, general manager of 
Co-Operative Theatres. In announc- 


Case of Lew Ayres 


Continued from page 7 





ing the step 3vermele emphasized 
that individual exhibitors still could 
exercise their options to play the 
film if they desired, but that the 
cancellation step was taken to avoid | 
any popular resentment. 

No other chains here have taken 
similar steps although no Ayres 
pictures have been booked ahead. 

One of the oddities in this area, | 
now all-out for war but once notori- | 
Ously isolationist in sentiment, was | 
a@ certain unders anding of Ayres’ 
position as one of personal intergrity 
with some criticism of his draft 
board for not accepting his offer to 
serve in a Medical (orps and avoid- 
ing making an issue f his position. 
Several columiaists criticized him as 
&@ young man ‘adly mixed up in his 
reasoning but aimed equal criticism 
at the draft board for spotlighting 
the case when Ayres could have 
been fitted into the military with no 
notoriety, 





Switow’s Stance 
Louisville, April 14. 
While some exhibs in this locality 
are inclined to sound out public 
Opinion before banning any Ayres’ 





| Inc., of 
| Lydon is president of IE of Mass., | 





pics, Sam I. Switow, 


president, 
Louisville Theatre Owners’ Assn., 
emphatically turned ‘thumbs down.’ 
Said Switow, ‘I am speaking for my- 
self and not the association, but I 
feel absolutely they should not be 


shown.’ Switow heads a string of 
film houses in Kentucky and South- 
ern Indiana. ‘American theatres 
have a vast influence on public 
thinking and should, ia this time 
above all others, not encourage un- 
patriotic action,’ said Switow. 

Fred J. Dolle, operating the Rialto 
Brown, Strand, Rex and Uptown 
here, as well as eight houses in 
Terre Haute and Lafayette, Ind., 
took a different view. ‘We have 
made no decision yet. It is a matter 
of how the public feels and what 
they want. I have instructed our 
houses in Southern Indiana to study 
the reaction of audiences to the 
showing of the latest Kildare pic- 
ture, and to listen to patrons’ com- 
ment. Upon results of these show- 
ings we will base our future policy.’ 

‘Some operators who canceled 
Ayres’ pics have come to the conclu- 
sion they were too hasty,’ Dolle said, 
adding: ‘Film players’ personal war 
record or service among soldiers and 
sailors has had little bearing on their 
b.o. draw.’ 





Lay Off in Dixie 


Spartanburg, S. C., April 14. 

Exhibitors in virtually all Caro- 
linas army camp areas laying off 
Lew Ayres films, not being able to 
figure what some of their tens of 
thousands of soldier patrons might 
decide to do should ‘All Quiet’ star 
flash on screens. 

World War I pix returned to this 
city several times with b.o. rush, fol- 
lowing establishment of Camp Croft. 
‘Kildare’ series booked steady at 
Carolina, top Wilby-Kincey house, 
since medico movies were started. 
None booked now though. 


Cowan Likes ‘Heart’ 


Lester Cowan, who filmed Gilbert 
Miller’s ‘Ladies in Retiremeént’ for 
Columbia release, is flirting with an- 
other Miller play, ‘Heart of the City,’ 
although the latter was shortlived 
on Broadway. 

However, this will follow a Com- 
mandos story which Cowan has set 
with Paul Muni via Col. 


UMPI Plan 
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that, it is said. In the event the 
year’s program was 40, for example, 
the distrib would be selling four 
different groups of 10 each. Should 
that occur, the exhib gets a further 
break on elimination since he could 
cancel one or two out cf the five 
designated pictures instead of seven, 
depending on average 1939-40 rent- 
als paid. The same increased per- 
centage of cancellation would figure 
where the distrib on some quarters 
Was unable to designate more than 
five or six films. 

The UMPI sales plan may develop 
advantages to some distribs in cer- 
tain cases, dependent on how prod- 
uct was stacking up, but that’s some- 
thing which remains to be seen. 

Plan has received approval of 
several exhib associations, latest 
Ering Allied Theatre Owners of N.Y. 
and the Independent Theatre Pro- 
tective Assn. of Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan, but to date only reported 
rejection, unconfirmed by UMPI, is 
said to be Independent Exhibitors, 
Massachusetts. Frank C. 


while Nathan Yamins, for years a 
leader of the Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Owners of America and subse- 
quently president of Allied 
Assn., is chairman of the board. 

Allied States, which planned a 
board meeting to act on the UMPI 
plan yesterday .\Tues.), has post- 
poned the session until April 30. It 
will be held in Chicago. 





Wisconsin Gives In 
Milwaukee, April 14. 


Although Wisconsin exhibitors 
were fairly well satisfied with the 
‘Blocks of Five’ plan, indications now 
are that they will be entirely agree- 
able to the new UMPI sales idea 
now being worked out, with product 
sold in blocks of 12. 

The change in sentiment here was 
evident following a regional meet- 
ing of the Independent Theatre Pro- 
tective Association fo Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan held Friday (10) at 
Waukesha where Will Ainsworth, 
president of the organization, ex- 





States | 





plained details of the recent New 
York meeting. The Waukesha con- 
fab was the largest of its kind the 
Badger exhibs have held, indica- 
tive of the widespread interest in 
the proposed procedure. 

Officers of the Wisconsin organ- 
ization will attend the Allied Na- 
tional board meeting to be held in 
Chicago on April 30, prepared to go 
along with the UMPI plan as it is 
being worked out. 





Big Indiea No Like 
Hollywoud, April 14. 
Geing on record against the UMPI 
sales plan, with expressed prefer- 
ence for retention of decree mar- 
keting of film in blocks-of-five, the 
recently formed Society of Inde- 





pendent Motion Picture Producers 
on Monday (13) issued an appeal to 
the public to resist the UMPI 
formula and urged theatre men not 
to approve it. 


Loyd Wright, attorney for produc- 
ers and president of the SIMPP, in 
attacking the UMPI plan said ‘if any 
modifications of the sales methods 
are contemplated by the Department 
of Justice, such changes shall more 
vigorously protect the exhibitor 
against any forced group selling, 
leaving to his sole discretion whether 
he shall license one or more films 
from any group to be tradeshown 
exclusively.’ 

Pointing out that decree selling 
has acted as a spur to Hollywood 
creative talent, Wright stated that 





the quality of pictures this season 
had been noteworthy because screen- 
ing of film had necessitated an ef- 
fort toward worthier product. 


Although the SIMPP prexy noted 
that major companies had requested 
exhibs to join with them in a plan 
as a substitute for the decree form 
of selling, actually it has been the 
exhibs who have opposed the decree 
from the very start and still do not 
want it, mainly because of the buy- 
ing problem involved and the fact 
that under it there now is no can- 
cellation whatever. 

The SIMPP membersnip includes 
Charles Chaplin, Samuel Goldwyn, 
David O. Selznick, Walt Disney, 
Alexander Korda, Mary Pickford, 
Orson Welles and Walter Wanger. 

















Weight, 5 Ibs. 
Beautifully Bound 

Silver and Bronze Covers 

Printed on Coated Stock 
indexed Completely 


1941 together with all credits. 


FILM DAILY review dates. 


7 A complete list of all 


and exhibition companies. 


q Exhibitor organizations, 
groups and their personnel. 


A Subscription to 
“THE FILM DAILY ” 


Includes 


THE FILM DAILY 


lication every exhibitor needs. 
FILM DAILY EQUIPMENT NEWS 


SHORT SUBJECTS QUARTERLY 





] A complete list of all pictures released during 


] A Isit of more than 18,000 features released since 
1915 together with the name of producer and THE 


theatres in the t 
States, seating capacities, indications as to which 
of the major circuits operates each theatre. 


1 A first report on the “all out” participation of the 
film industry in the nation’s great war effort. 


{ Personnel of important producing, distributing 


associations, 


Five days each week covering the News of the Indus- 
try; Reviews of Features and Short Subjects; a pub- 


Every second Friday, a vital and important addition to 
the regular Daily of the utmest value to Manufactur- 
ers, Supply Dealers, Architects and Exhibitors. 


This Book 


daily 






THE FILM YEAR BOOK contains much interesting information 
of value to every exhibitor. 


{| Producers’ 
credits; 


release titles. 


1 The ten best pictures of 1941—all credits. 
i Highlights of news events of 1941. 


1 A list of exchanges, their products and managers 
of each exchange territory in the United States. 


{ Production code of ethics. 
{ Censor Board regulations. 
{ List of motion picture critics and editors. 


qT Complete showman’s manual and 1001 other im- 
portant items of valuable information to everyone 
in the motion picture industry. 


United 


labor 


Read THE FILM DAILY ... Use THE FILM YEAR BOOK 
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When You Subscribe to 






THE FILM DAILY is. the oldest 


motion picture industry. 


All covered completely five 
days each week. 


NEWS—REVIEWS—EDITORIALS 


credits; 
screenplay writers’ 
and their work; the work of players; a memoran- 
dum of short subject releases; original titles and 


“4 yowi— 





. DAILY 


trade paper in the 


PRODUCTION— 
DISTRIBUTION— 
EXHIBITION— 


directors’ 
cameramen 


authors’ credits; 
credits; 





THE FILM DAILY 


Gentlemen: 


entitles me to 


Four times a year: an issue devoted exelusively to NAME ccccccccccccccccccccovevece Coe eee seeeeseseseees 
the Short Subject giving reviews, programs, exploita- 
tion ideas, in fact everything about Shorts. Street scccesecsce 6000050.600000 000 4bb bn So OF babs SOS cee 
FILM DAILY YEAR BOOK City 4 
The Recognized Standard Reference Book of the VY seeeroevecessessssersrsasressens ee eee 
Motion Picture Industry. ’ 
[] Check herewith. [) Bill me. 
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1501 Broadway, N. Y. C. 


Please enter my subscription to the “FILM DAILY” which 
“Equipment News,” 
“THE FILM YEAR BOOK” and “THE FILM DAILY” 5 days 
each week, All for only $10.00 per year. 


“Short Subject Issues” 





THE FILM DAILY— 1501 Broadway, N.Y.C. (Hollywood Office 6425 Hollywood Blvd. 


Hollywood, Cal. 
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SOMETHING 
TO LOOK 


FORWARD TO 
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cout nih 


It’s S.R. 0. at tthe Aaee. The pre above was taken Tuesday of the second aa. Both Sunde and Wednesday 
of the second week topped corresponding days of the first week at the scene of its earlier triumph. 


We conducted a nationwide research 
And followed it with box-office tests 

So that you would know your 
Possibilities for success when you 

Play “Gone With The Wind” again! 
Seven triumphant test engagements 

In cities from coast to coast 

With hold-overs of two and three weeks are 
Climaxed now at the Astor Theatre 
Where it is making history anew! 


The proven facts are all you need to know: 


Bring it back for sure-fire’ success! 
Millions haven’t seen it yet 
Millions want to see it again! 
Returning by public demand! 

The Greatest Picture of All Time! 


Get ready for ready money! 












way & me Street 
. CONTINUOUS 


PERFORMANCES 
Doors Open 9:30 A. M. 


Come any time up to 
10:00 P. M. and see 
a complete show. 
* 
| POPULAR PRICES 
ae * 


FULL-LENGTH! 
ee Mans 






Exactly as previously 
shown! 


*You really haven't seen 
G.W.T.W. until you've 
seen it at least twice.” 
Crowther, N.Y. Times 


Sige 





(Above) Simple presentation of the full 
facts in the New York ad camgaign. 
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DAVID O. SELZNICK’S Production of 
MARGARET MITCHELL'S Story of the Old 
South “GONE WITH THE WIND” - DIRECTED 
BY. VICTOR FLEMING «© In Technicolor 
Starring CLARK GABLE *. VIVIEN LEIGH 
LESLIE HOWARD * OLIVIA DEHAVILLAND 
A SELZNICK_INTERNATIONAL PICTURE 
Screen Play by Sidney Howard + Music 








by Max Steiner; @ ‘An M-G-M Release 
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subjects on which I can discourse 
tonight: The Art and Science of Mak- 
ing Pictures—Technicolor and the 
Fourth Dimension—or—Betty Grable. 
You can have your choice.’ 

One guess which subject he held 
forth on! 





Policy of the Entertainment Com- 
mittee is not to put any pressure on 
nightly talent. Which explains why 
Paul and Grace Hartman, who were 
invited to the Preview Party, and not 
only came over in between perform- 
ances at the Wedgwood Room, but 
also took time off to rehearse with 
Ernie Holst and his band, were given 
a breather and not asked again tor 
fear of presuming too much. Im- 
agine the embarrassment of this de- 
partment when Paul Hartman called 
up the other day and queried very 
humbly, ‘Did Grace and I lay such 
an egg at the Preview Party that we 
haven't been asked again?’ 





We asked one of the prettier junior 
hostesses whether she found it easy 
to make conversation with the boys 
while on the dance floor. ‘Oh, yes,’ 
was her retort. ‘First I ask them 
where they come from; second, how 
they like the Canteen—and then I’m 
cut in on!’ 





One of the new entertainment 
features that has caught on is the 
stunt of having caricaturists like 
Zite, Don Freeman, Irma Selz, etc., 
draw likenesses of the boys as souve- 
nirs to send hom. 


The other night after Miss Selz 
had drawn about 50, stressing the 
comic features of each, the lights 
went down for another act to go on. 
In the dimly-lit room one of the boys 
came over to her, holding a match 
over the paper. 

‘Please do a funny one of me to 
make me laugh. This is my last night 
here, and I don’t know how soon I 
will laugh again.’ 





Hardly an evening passes at the 
Canteen without some tangible evi- 
dence of gratitude on the part of the 
2,000 or more boys who have come 
to look upon the Canteen as their 
own home. Last night a private who 
had been entertained at a large din- 
ner at the Knollwood Country Club 
in White Plains got up at the end of 
the meal and asked his hostess if there 
were any food left over, could he 
please present it to the Canteen in 
appreciation of their wonderful hos- 
pitality, not ‘only to himself, but to 
all the men in the service. 

P, S.—He arrived with four boxes 
filled with cake, peanut butter, 
cookies and all sorts of other goodies! 





Shirley Booth, who hasn't missed a 
night dropping in at the Canteen 
before and after her evening per- 
formance in ‘My Sister Eileen’ (and 
has never had her picture in the 
paper), has become so popular with 
the boys that they now greet her by 
three names—‘Shirley,’ ‘Miss Duffy’ 
(Dufly’s Tavern), and ‘Ruth’ (‘My 
Sister Eileen’),. She’s Mrs. Ed Gard- 
ner—he of ‘Duffy’s Tavern’—in pri- 
vate life. 





If Dwight Wiman wants to cast 
another play with famous daughters 
of famous parents, he can drop in at 
the Canteen any night and take his 
pick from among Ann Connolly 
(Nedda Harrigan), Ethel Colt (Ethel 
Barrymore), Paula Stone (Fred 
Stone), Ronda Keane (Doris Keane), 
Madeline Holmes (Taylor Holmes), 
Sonya Stokowski. (Leopold Stokow- 
ski), Elaine and Margaret Perry (An- 
toinette Perry), and Mr. W.’s own 





three offspring — Nancy, Katherine | 
and Anna 

The ‘moon pitcher’ stars who come 
to the Canteen to give the boys the 


thrill: of 
take a bow. 
Lunts, Katharine Cornell, Constance 
Collier, Anna Case, Vincent Price, 
Constance Talmadge, Margaret Pem- 
berton, etc. etc., really at work, they, 
too, want to pitch in and do all they 
can, 

The other night Merle Oberon 
completely circled the room, stop- 
ping at every table, shaking hands 
with every soldier, sailor and marine. 
Ingrid Bergman, looking as whole- 
some as the fresh milk she poured, 


seeing them in person no 

















LOOK SMART IN YOUR PANAMA HAT! 
Have it Cleaned and Blocked by 
THE FIFTH AVENUE BLOCKERS 
We use an 
Old Equaderian Method 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Write, Call, Send, or Phone 
210 FIFTH AVENUE (26TH 8T.) 
AShiard 4-8543 
New ‘‘Monte Cristi’s’—(The ELITE 0° 
Panama Hats) frem $12.50 
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was a counter-girl, and Geraldine 
Fitzgerald forgot her usual innate 
reserve when she got on the floor and 
did a conga Wit@ all the boys. 





Edna Ferber, acting as senior host- 
ess, prevailed upon to take a bow, 
made this short and pertinent Speech: 

‘I wish I were young again, and I 
wish I were a man!’ 


Army, Navy Relief Funds 
Will Share in Giant War 
Expo Being Set Up in Chi 


Chicago, April 14. 

Final arrangements are now being 
completed for the presentation of a 
mammoth United Nations War Ex- 
position, which will gather together 
for public display many war tro- 
phies, relics, arms and defense ma- 
terial from the four corners of the 
earth. Chicago started the idea on a 
simple scale, but the allied Nations 
have shown such immediate interest 
the project has grown to a giant ex- 
position that will squéeze itself into 
the International Amphitheatre, the 
largest exposition hall an the terri- 
tory. 

Mayor Edward J. Kelly is honor- 
ary chairman of the Exposition and 
it was through him that contact was 
established with the foreign offices 
of the allied nations, and resulted in 
the cooperation from all the nations 
in assembling the prize war material 
of the present world conflict. Eng- 
land is shipping over samples of her 
armament and indicates that she 
may also send the wreck of the Mes- 
serschmitt in which Rudolph Hess 
made his escape from Germany, 


There will be flame throwers, tanks 
from the deserts of Libya, Stuka 
dive-bombers, Spitfires, torpedoes, 
magnetic mines, land mines, marine 
mines, etc. It is hoped that the 
American government will permit 
the exhibition of the two-man sub- 
marine which was Japan's ‘sécret 
weapon.’ 


James W. Pope, coordinating rep- 
resentative, fs now in England as- 
sembling much of the materiel, hav- 
ing received special permits to make 
the overseas journey on behalf of 
the Exposition. 


Exposition is headed by Charles 
F. Glore, midwest banker. In addi- 
tion, some dozen of Chicago’s lead- 
ing citizens and industrialists are 
personally guaranteeing the Exposi- 
tion as founders for this patriotic 
display. 

Group has turned the entire opera- 
tion of the Exposition over to the 
Amusement and Recreation Division 
of the Chicago Commission for Na- 
tional Defense. Have done this to 
ensure that the show will be oper- 
ated by show people in a showman- 
like manner. James Coston, of War- 
ners, Edwin Silverman, of Essaness, 
and John Balaban, of Balaban & 
Katz, are chairmen of the Amuse- 
ment & Recreation Division and as 
such will be in charge of the Expo- 
sition. 

All net profits of the Exposition 
will be given to worthy war relief 











Watching the Alfred} 


groups. Army Relief and Navy Re- 
lief will be in for a large portion of 
the net, and other groups will also 


the Exposition for the sale of War 
Stamps and Bonds, and it is likely 
that other fund-raising organizations 
will be given booth space. 
Exposition is due to open early in 
June, the exact date depending on 





for adults. 

General manager of the Exposition 
will be Joseph Plunkett, former 
head of RKO theatres. J. C. Mac- 
Caffery, v. p. of the Amus. Corp. of 
America, will be in charge of all side 
interior operations of the Exposition. 
Howard Bary. formerly with Ring- 
ling - Barnum & Bailey circus, will 
handle traffic and dispatch. 





E. S. Robinson Now Ensign 

Syracuse, N. Y., April 14. 
Edward S. Robinson, former assist- 
/ant to Harry Wilder at WSYR, Syra- 
| cuse, is now ensign in the Naval Re- 
|serve, assigned to the Naval Avia- 
tion Cadet Selection Board of Third 
‘Naval District, at 120 Broadway, New 
York. Will handle personnel prob- 
lems. 








participate. Booths will be set up in | 


| climes 





the time of arrival of the war mate- 
riel from England, Africa, Australia, 
Hawaii, and the other corners of the | 
world. 

Expected that the Exposition will 
lrun a minimum of four weeks in 
Chicago. Tickets will sell for 50c 





'Tours will be arranged and 


N. Y. ROXY’S PRODUCT JAM 


Forces ‘Moontide’ Out, ‘This Above 
All’ May Also be Sold Away 








Because of jam-up on product, 
caused by extended runs of several 
pictures playing or due in, 20th-Fox 
is putting ‘Moontide’ into the Rivoli, 
on Broadway, rather than the Roxy. 
It is due to start its run at the Riv 
April 29. There also is the possibil- 
ity that ‘This Above All’ may be 
pushed into another house, if pend- 
ing product jam at the Roxy con- 
tinues, 

While ‘To the Shores of Tripoli’ 
may give way to ‘Rings on Her Fin- 
gers’ this week, since the latter 
Originally was skedded to start April 
17, problem of taking care of ‘My 
Gal Sal’ immediately follows. Sal’ 
was supposed to start on April 24, 
and even a two-week run would 
keep ‘This Above All’ out of the 
house until May 8. , 

Hence the urge to shift some 20th- 
Fox product to other houses so it 
can clear first-run situation in N. Y. 
and get out to subsequents and cir- 
cuit dates. 


Films Good Will 


Job Praised By 
Brazil Emissary 


Film industry in the U. S. is doing 


a fine job in the promotion of mutual 
understanding between the two west- 


ern continents, according to Dr. 
Assis de Figueriedo, assistant direc- 


tor of Press and Propaganda for 
Brazil. 


Here from Washington for a 
week’s visit, the Brazilian envoy 
complimented the producers on their 
patriotic work at a luncheon in the 
Paramount commissary, attended by 
100 film leaders, with Y. Frank Free- 
man presiding. 











Four Danglers at Rep 





Hollywood, April 14. 
Republic is getting under way with 
four cliffhangers for the 1942-43 
season, starting with ‘King of the 
Royal Mounted,’ based on a news- 
paper serial. 


Three others are ‘G-Men vs the 
Black Dragon,’ ‘Daredevils of the 
West’ and ‘uamba in Darkest Africa,’ 
all under supervision of William 
O’Sullivan as associate producer. 





Astor Gets Ware Case’ 


Rights to ‘The Ware Case,’ Eng- 
lish-made distributed by 20th-Fox in 
1939, have been acquired by Astor 
Pictures from Arthur Lee, former 
head of Gaumont-British in the U. S. 


Astor, headed by Bob Savini, spe- 
cializes in so-called streamlined re- 
issues, 














Jolson-Harpo 


Continued from page 4 





in a general sort of way. Performers 
like Jolson, who toured southern 
camps and did outdoor shows with 
capacity unlimited naturally had 
better crowds than those in colder 
necessitating playing the 





small War Department theatres. Size 
of the camps they played is also an | 
important factor, of course. 


Here’s the record, with the number | \ 


of playing days in 
Jackie Cooper and Phyllis 
(20), 29,162; Deanna Durbin (17), 23,- 
092; Martha Raye and Condos Bros. | 
(11), 20,000 (approximate); Reginald | 
Gardiner and Linda Darnell (13), | 
15,911; Ann Sheridan (8), 15,868; Joe | 
E. Brown and Linda Darnell (12), | 
14,251; Ann Rutherford (10), 13.291; ; 
Judy Garland (10), 12,882; Ritz Bros. 
(10), 12,813; Ann Miller (7), 12,419; | 
Hugh Herbert (8), 11,256 (plus some 
not accounted yet); Rosalind Russell 
(11), 11,213; Mitzi Green (11), 10,- 
171; Charles Butterworth (11), 5,-| 
026; Chester Morris (11), 4,870; | 
Adolphe Menjou (8), 4,123; Con- | 
stance Moore (6), 2,517; Ray Bolger | 
(1), 1,003. 

Jolson next month probably will | 
make two tours outside of the United 
States to entertain troops. He'll go! 
first to Alaska and then to Hawaii. 
spon- | 
Inc. | 


parentheses: | 


sored by USO-Camp Shows, 


Br ooks | 


Inside Stuff —Pictures 


_Russell Birdwell’s opinion on the Lew Ayres case, which he stated in 
paid advertising space on the back page of ‘Variety’ last week and ‘Daily 
Variety’ the week before, resulted in the jamming of ‘Variety’s’ New York 
telephone switchboard. Many called in wanting to know ‘Who is Russell 
Birdwell?,’ ‘Where can we get in touch with Russell Birdwell?’, or ‘What's 
his angle?’ 

Birdwell, of course, is well known to the industry as a clever film press 
agent. He’s most .renowned for his sustained buildup of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ while serving as David O. Selznick’s p.a. One of the specific bits 
of topnotch public relations for which he is remembered in Hollywood 
was the statement attributed to Carole Lombard at income tax time last 
year. Birdwell had her say something to the effect: ‘It is a privilege to 
pay my tax for the opportunity of living in the United States.’ Statement 
was carried by virtually every newspaper in the country and widely 
and favorably commented on. 

Life mag this week, in a series of pictures on Jane Russell, gives Bird- 
well a tremendous plug, calling the young star virtually his creation. He's 
kept interest in her alive for more than a year while the one and only 
picture in which she appears has been in cans on a shelf due to censor- 
ship troubles. ; 

Birdwell, whose No. 1 client is said to be Birdwell, attracted almost as 
much attention to himself with another ad last summer as he did with the 
Ayres statement. In the previous ad, which ran in Time and Newsweek, 
and a few other national mags, Birdwell advocated greater immediate 
U. S. participation in the war. 

In the case of the Ayres page ad, of course, as Birdwell made clear, 
hes’ not Ayres’ p.a. nor does he know him. 








Opening of ‘Captains of the Clouds’ in Detroit revealed that when the 
film company went to Canada for filming, six of the technicians did not 
return to Hollywood. They gave up film jobs to enlist in the Royal Ca- 
nadian Air Force at $1.30 a day. 

¥act came out when it was learned that the directing staff and stars 
had deposited a trust fund in a Canadian bank on which the six can draw 
for ‘entertainment funds.’ There was one stipulation attached to the 
trust fund. Every tfme one of the American recruits draws out money 
a like amount must be taken out to be spent on an Australian, New Zea- 
land or Canadian flier. 





Wife of a film and radio star, who heads a women’s Volunteer service in 
Hollywood active in serving hot coffee and sandwiches to guardsmen at 
night, had a notice posted at headquarters setting forth the regulations. 
Last paragraph carries the admonition, ‘If you violate these rules I will 
consider it a personal insult to me and my husband,’ under which was 
scrawled her signature. After a few days the last part was deleted, 
Head gal couldn’t stand the ribbing after the workers started talking it up. 





Northwest Allied (Minneapolis) answering trade press criticism, de- 
fends, in effect, its holding of its recent convention here behind closed 
doors on the grounds that the organization is ‘a private corporation.’ 
Trade press and other reporters never had been barred from convention 
sessions before. 





How to send film publicity to Army camps and new population centers 
arising from war industries is the object of a campaign by the Public Re- 
lations Committee of the Producers Association in Hollywood. Committee 
has launched a special news service to be furnished to all camp publica- 
tions, featuring stories of the picture industry 





Trend towards exhibitors playing newsreels as close to original release 
date as possible is reported by short features distributors. With radio 
news broadcasts on most stations every hour or oftener, exhibs have be- 
come increasingly aware of the perishable quality of newsreels in recent 
months. They want the newsreel issues while they are hot or not at all, 





Charles F. Coe, new aide to Will Hays, may revive the formerly occa- 
sional custom of holding regular press confabs. Hays revived this idea 
from time to time, but abandoned any huddles with newspapermen about 
three years ago. 





Columbia had acquired the title and idea to a ‘Winter Garden’ filmu- 
sical from Warner Bros., and had William Gaxton in mind for it, but the 
Shuberts have stepped in and threatened suit, claiming infringement of 
their Broadway property. Whereupon Col. dropped the idea. 
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John Maureen Randolph 


PAYNE ® O’HARA ® SCOTT 


To the Shores of Tripoli’ 


Ith Avs. 
& 50th St. 


2ND WEEK 
John Nancy Raymond 
Garfield Coleman Massey 
IN A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 


‘Dangerously They Live’ 


IN PERSON 
- JOHN DICK STABILE 
GARFIELD aNpb HIS ORCH. 


"The COURTSHIP STRAND Bway & 47th St. 


of ANDY HARDY 


LEWIS MICKEY 


Plus a Big 


Stage Show R O XY 




















STONE ROONEY 


arr MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 
“REAP THE 
WILD WIND” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


be * 
“JUNGLE BOOK” 


artists RIVOLE ‘sin'st* 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIONITE SHOWS 


LOEW’S 


STATE ‘s.” 



































B'WAY & 
47th St. 
STARTS TOMOKKOW 


“KINGS ROW” 








Ann Sheridan — Ronald Reagan 


—and— 
“JUKE BOX JENNY” 
Ken Murray — Harriet Hilliard 














Starts Thurs. Apr. 16 


Brian DONLEVY 
Miriam HOPKINS 
“A GENTLEMAN 


RK" 
Laurence OLIVIER lr . 


90c, $1 & $1.50 wo Suicien 


2ND YEAR — 2ND EDITION 
Now Thrilling its 2ND MILLION 


IT HAPPENS ON ICED 








Lesile HOWARD In Person 
Sensational Musical Icetravaganza Raymond MASSEY BUDDY ROGERS 
Center Theatre, Rockefeller Center, CO. 5-547498 | “THE INVADERS” ZASU PITTS 
Eves., exceot Mon. Mats. Wed. -Sat.-Sun. aecune ‘MEET THE 
30! Seats for Every Perf. 50e, EVGS. at 8:40 Big Stage Show PEOPLE 
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EVERY picture—big 
to sell seats. Advertising is your ammunition. 





The classes and the masses .. ; advertising 
reaches them all. The transients and the 
regulars ... advertising reaches them all! 


_ And you've got to reach them all to sell 
those extra seats that make big profits out 
of little ones. You've got to reach them all 
to make running a theatre a pleasure in- 
stead of a headache. 


Trailers get them on the inside . . . Lobby 
Displays and Special Accessories get them 
on the outside ... Standard Accessories get 





ARE SEATS TO BE SOLD and the Prize Baby's 


got the 3-way Theatre Advertising Set-Up 
naTionAt \CléE/2 seRvICE - to sell them! _ | . 


PRIZE BABY OF THE INDUSTRY 
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BUYERS’ MART DEVELOPING 





Radio March of Time’ Material To 
Be Used By F im Director Stevens 





In all the years that ‘March of 
Time’ has been on the air, it never 
got an independent film bid until the 
recent chapter on the Tiger Squad- 
ron, and no less than four Hollywood 
nibbles piled in, the rights for a film 
idea going to George Stevens, the 
director. The radio shows’ editor, 
Frank Norris (ex-managing ed of 
Time mag), and scripters Finis Farr 
and Joel Sayre will collect under 
$5,000 from Stevens. Which com- 
pany will release is unknown, al- 
though he is presently making a pic- 
ture for Columbia. 

MOT incidentally is continuing 
indef, having just rounded out 26 
weeks, and reached its peak rating, 
7.7, since shifting into a Friday night 
slot. 

An MOT departure will be piping 
Melville Jacoby from Australia, Life- 
Time correspondent, and if the pick- 
up clicks, the program will bring in 
other of its worldwide staff for simi- 
lar exploits. 


Robson to L. A. for WPB’s 
Use of Lux Hour Time; 
WPB Series on Blue Net 


William N. Robson, of Lennen & 
Mitchell, goes to Hollywood today 
(Wednesday) to represent the War 
Production Board on its use of the 
final 15 minutes of the Lux Hour 
April 20. Latter will be concerned 
with the theme and danger of in- 
flation. 

WPB is launching a series of light 
half-hours on the Blue web from 
Hollywood, based on scripts by 
Dorothea Lewis and airected by 
John Nelson of the Raymond Mor- 
gan agency. Title of series is ‘Three- 
Thirds of a Nation.’ 

Another WPB radio booking is the 
final quarter-hour of the Bing Crosby 
Kraft Cheese stanza April 23. Pro- 
gram will switch to Washington for 
Leon Henderson speech. 











GLENN JACKSON KILLS SELF | 





After 13 Years at WLVA Recently 
Moved to Greenboro, N. C. 
Lynchburg, April 14 
Glenn E. Jackson, who spent 
years as staff member and more re- 
cently as advertising manager of 
WLVA here, died Thursday (9) in 
Greensboro, N. C., where he had as- 
sumed commercial management of 
OOOO less than a month before. 
Cause of death was given as a self- 
inflicted bullet wound. He was 33. 
Jackson was widely known here as 
‘Old Man With the Grey Whiskers,’ 
and conducted a daily sports broad- 
cast and hillbilly program in addi- 
tion to managerial duties. Wife and 
three brothers survive. 


+ 
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fies Small, Zero Mostel 
Join ‘Basin Street’ Jive 
In Revamp at Blue Web 


Mary Small joins the cast this 
week of ‘Chamber Music Society of 
Lower Basin Street,’ jive-comedy 
series Wednesday nights on the Blue. 
She’ll be regular vocalist. Also set 
permanently on the show is Zero 
Mostel, comic from the Downtown 


Cafe Society, N. Y. He'll make guest 
appearances during the next couple 
of weeks on various other sustainers 
on the network .c plug ‘Basin 
Street.’ 


Program moves next week (22) 
back to its old 9-9:30 spot Wednesday 
nights, with a new WPB series, 
‘Three-Thirds of a Nation,’ taking 
over the vacated 10-10:30 niche the 
same night. Welbourne Kelley, 
scripter of ‘Basin Street,’ comes to 
New York this week for confabs on 
the revised setup of the stanza. He’s 
with the radio division of the Navy 
in Washington. 

Joe Rines succeeds Henry Levine 
this week as ‘Basin St.eet’ batoner. 


DOLPHE MARTIN’S SHOW 
AIDS BOY SCOUT DRIVE 


Boston, April 14. 

Dolphe Martin’s WEEI ‘March of 
Youth’ program is to assist the Bos- 
ton Council, Boy Scout of America, 
to increase the local membership 
from 6,029 to 9,000 in its ‘Aid in the 
War Effort’ campaign, starting Sat- 
urday (18) through June 6. 

WEEI will make a weekly award 
to the Boy Scout or troop whose 
activity in some war effort has been 
outstanding for that week. The fol- 
lowing awards will be given in the 











course of the campaign: April 18, 
best messenger courier service; 25, 
|best record in sighing up _ blood 
donors; May 2, best record in first 
aid kit preparation; 9, best record 
in salvage campaign; 16, best record 
for achieving new members. On 
June 6, station will broadcast the 
investiture of one new scout to rep- 
lresent the other estimated 3,000 


new members. 





T. R. PUTNAM IN HOSPITAL 
Longview, Texas, April 14. 

T. R. Putnam, commercial manager 
of station KFRO, is in the Veterans 
Hospital at Alexandria, Louisiana. 
Putnam is expected to be hospital- 
ized for about 30 days. 

He is being treated for injuries re- 
ceived in World War IL. 





Author Back From Army in a Hurry 


Irving Neiman Resumes ‘Joe and Mabel’—Meantime | “riginate in New York 


Hopkins Heard 8 Programs, Read 12 Scripts 


Under the present system of call- 
up I-A men and giving them their 
physical examination at the army in- 
duction center, there is always an 
outside chance that the soidier-to-be 
will return in a few days looking 
for his job. That happened last 
week to author Irving Gaynor Nei- 
man, who kissed everybody good- 
bye, only to be rejected by the Army 
on eyesight. 

Upon his return to derferment 
Status Neiman resumed his ‘Joe and 
Mabel’ script at NBC. Meantime, 
however, his successor-that-was-to- 
have-been, Neal Hopkins, had lis- 
tened to eight waxed episodes and 
read the scripts of 12 others to fa- 
miliarize himself with the program 
he was to take over. This is now 
entirely lost labor for Hopkins. 


+ 








FREE & PETERS REVISE 
THEIR WHO'S WHO 


Chicago, April 14. 
Changes at Free & Peters, radio 





station representatives, moves H. 
Preston Peters into presidential 
post. James L. Free gets title of 


‘Chairman of Board.’ 
Russel Woodward, at same time, 
moves in as vice president. 





Goldsboro, N. C.—Harry Bright, 
program director, WGBR, recently 
destroyed by fire, has joined WEIM, 
Fitchburg, Mass., in same capacity. 


WGBR here being repaired and will | 


resume broadcasting soon. 


BARE. KNUCKLES 
RIVALRY AGAIN 


Lever Brothers Pitch of NBC 
and CBS Seen in the Tradi- 





Trade Sees Significance in 
Change of Attitude Pro- 
duced by War Worries— 
Media Must Now Fight for 
Business 


_—__—. 


ADMEN’S SLANT 





Although present income remains 
big and there have not been as many 
cancellations as was first feared, the 
deepening sbradows of global war 
have produced telltale changes in the 
psychology of network salesmanship 


personnel in the last several weeks. 
The advertising agency observers 
with whom ‘Variety’ has regular 
news contacts nearly all report a 
change of behaviour at the networks. 

[The same agencies are themselves 
under a rather notable pall of de- 
pression due to the impossibility of 
seeing far ahead.—Ed.] 

What seems to be clearly develop- 
ing just now, for the first time in 
years, is a buyer’s market. This is 
unwelcome to the networks and the 
larger stations who have long en- 
joyed, sometimes without fully real- 
izing the implications, the rare situa- 
tion of having buyers waiting in line. 

Especially in 1941 did the dominant 
time controllers have things entirely 
their own way. It does not entirely 
displease many advertising agencies 
at the moment to see some broad- 
casters suddenly forced to be more 
amiable. Rejections during 1940 and 

(Continued on page 33) 


LYNN FONTANNE 
ON COMMERCIAL 
PROGRAM 





Lynn Fontainne will make her first 
commercial radio appearance May 4, 
playing Anne Royall, the femme po- 
litical agitator, in an original playlet 
by Robert Richards, on ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ on NBC-Red (WEAF) for 
du Pont. Actress has previously 
guested on several sustaining shows, 
including benefits for the Red Cross 
and China Relief, as well as doing a 
‘White Cliffs of Dover’ poem reading 
on the Blue last year 

Claude Rains guests next Monday 





night (20) on the series, playing 
Thomas Paine in another Richards’ 
original, ‘In This Crisis’ It will be 
broadcast from Holly woes, Paulette 
Goddard appears the lowing week 
| (27) as Molly Pit cher in a script by 
Robert Tallman from material s a 
| pli ied by Carf Carmer. Show will 
arial nc 

ey guests the next week (11) in 

la St ephen Vincent Benet original, ‘A 
| Tooth for Revere.’ Following week, 
May 18, will offer Claudette Colbert | 
in an adaptation of her recent Metro | 
picture, ‘Remember the Day,’ from 
the Philo Higley-Philip Dunning 
stage play. Incidentally, Higley and 


Dunning retained the radio rights to 
the work when they sold it to pic- 
tures, so they will get a royalty on 
the ‘Cavalcade’ airing 

Not decided yet whether the ‘Re- 
member the Day’ broadcast will be 
from the Coast or New York. B. B. 
D. & O. agency hopes to do it from 
the east, but that depends largely on 
whether Miss Colbert agrees to make 
the trip to New York. With director 
Homer Fickett forced to commute 
back and forth with the show since 
the resignation of Wayne Criffin as 
Coast director, the agency is trying 
to have all the broadcasts from the 
east. 





tion of the Old Days —| 


bade 











War Clauses Not Matters For - 
Unilateral Decision, CBS Tells 
Accounts; Each Case Different 





Lou Cowan U.S. Army’s 


Liaison with Sherwood 
On Shortwave Firing Line 


Lou Cowan, who has been a $1-a- 
day man with the radio branch of 
the United States Army Bureau of 


Public Relations, has been loaned by 
the War Department to the Office of 
Coordinator of Inform.tion, to act 
as an aide to Robert Sherwood, the 
playwright, who is deputy under 
William J. Donovan. Cowan will 
establish residence in New York 
City. His duty will be liaison be- 
tween the Army and the shortwave 
propaganda firing line. 

Cowan, Chicago press agent, is 
best known tc the radio trade as 
originator and owner of the ‘Quiz 
Kids’ program spo: 7ored by Alka- 
Seltzer. 

His new job puts him in the tem- 
porary position of maintaining quar- 
ters in Chicago, Washington and 
New York. 


JACK KOEPF OF P&G 
TO NAVY RADIO JOB 


Cincinnati, April 14. 
Jack Koepf, an assistant supervisor 
in the Procter & Gamble radio de- 
partment, leaves for Washington to- 
morrow (Wednesday) to take a 
radio assignment with the Navy De- 
partment. His successor will be 











,’ 
> 





selected this week by William Ram- 
sey, the firm’s radio head. 

Ramsey is due back tomorrow | 
from a business trip to New York 
and Chicago. In addition to attend- 
ing the Peabody awards dinner Fri- 
day night (10) in New York, he | 
planned to confer with several pos- | 
sible Koepf successors there and in | 
Chicago. 





Massey, Douglas, Carroll | 
Set for Morris Playhouse | 


Raymond Massey guests Friday | \ 
night (17) on the Philip Morris | 
‘Playhouse’ via CBS, playing the 
lead in Charles Martin’s adaptation | 
of ‘The Man Who Played God.’ 

Melvyn Douglas comes east to ap- 
pear on the show the following | 
week (24), with the vehicle not yet | 
selected. Madeleine Carroll plays a| 
repeat date on the program the week 
after that (1) in an adaptation of 
‘Private Worlds.’ 


Columbia continues to *adhere te 
its policy against including a war 
clause in its time contracts. In sev- 
eral cases recently the network has 
informed prospective clients that it 
prefers to be in a position where it 
can consider each requested cancel- 
lation on its merits. To such clients 
CBS has also pointed out that it ex- 
pects to be in business after the war 
and it doesn’t plan to do anything 
that would antagonize the account 
against future relations, 

The network has made it ciear 
that it cannot afford to let its faciil- 
ties be loaded with advertisers who 
might elect shortly after the start of 
next season to exercise war cancella- 
tion clauses and thereby leave CBS 
holding the bag. NBC and the Blue 
Network hold to the same point of 
view. 


Riley Vice Vic Knight 
As Texaco Producer; 
Baker’s Faux Pas 


Howard Riley, who has held stop- 
watches and otherwise aided in Fred 
Allen production, has been appointed 
director of the Texaco program, suc- 
ceeding Vic Knight. This follows 
the recent faux pas of Kenny Baker, 
who rehearses separately and does 
not speak to Allen, singing ‘Ave 
Maria’ in German. Was especially 
embarrassing, however, basically une 
important, to this sponsor. 

Comedy and music sections of the 
program have been rehearsing sepa- 
rately. 











WALTER GROSS TO ‘DUFFY’ 


Will Alse Read Lines—Teddy Wilson 


Off Program 
Walter Gross, CBS pianist, took 
| over the musical assignment on 
|Sanka Coffee - sponsored ‘Duffy's 


| Tavern’ on CBS last night (Tuesday). 
He replaced Teddy Wilson's small 
ban = Gross will have lines to read 
as well as directing. 

Wilson had been booked for four 
weeks only; combo that replaces his 
is to be made up of clarinet, trum- 
pet, tenor sax, piano, drums and bass. 





ADDED TITLE FOR KEMP 

Arthur J. Kemp, Pacific sales man- 
ager of CBS, adds the duties of chief 
of operations in San Francisco. 

He will be the representative 
there of Donald W. Thornburgh, the 
network’s western vice-president. 





Okay to Repeat 


Walter Winchell 


| Stations Have Okay to Play Jergens Show Cuffo as 


Same popes Same Night 





HOWARD PILL OF WSFA 
NOW STATE SENATOR. 


Montgomery, Ala., April 14. 
Howard Pill, president of WSFA 
here, will represent this county for 
the next four years in the State 
Legislature, 
He was elected without opposi- 
tion. 








St. Louis.— Joan Cannon newest | 


addition to the gabbins staff at |} 
KXOK. She formerly was with 
WHK, WBBM and WTMJ. 

Bayliss Corbitt of the KXOK news 
staff to be inducted into the U. S. A. 


| day. 
| may be quite a number of war plant 





Thursday (16). 


Lennen & Mitchell, agency on the 
Jergens account, has written the sta- 
tions which carry the Walter Win- 


chell program on the regular Blue 
Network hookup Sunday nights that 
Jergens is agreeable to having them 
broadcast an off-the-air recording of 
the show after midnight of the same 
The agency figures that there 


workers who, having missed the 
original broadcast because of incon- 
venience, might appreciate the re- 
peat airing. The proposition is 
cuffo. 

WJZ, the Blue’s New York key, 
has already scheduled such a repeat. 
It’s 12:15 a.m, 

New York City.—Paul Fireman 
has joined WWRL as transmitter ene 
gineer. 
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802 


Board Divided Concerning 


Any Disturbance of Musician 





Executive board of the N. Y. mu- 
sicians local (802) was still debating 
late yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) 
the question whether the Blue Net- 
work should be compelled to have 
a permanent contingent of musicians 
separate from that of NBC’s. Pre- 
dominant sentiment within official 
quarters of the union favored main- 


tenance of the status quota, that is, 
a joint personnel of a maximum of 
135 men. Mark Woods, the Blue’s 
prez, discussed the issue with James 
C. Petrillo, head of the American 
Federation of Musicians Monday 
(13). 

The 802 officials who favored the 
present setup have advanced the ar- 
gument that as far as employment is 
concerned the division of the musi- 
cians contingent into two parts 
might prove quite a disadvantage. 
It might, they pointed out, lead to 
the break up of the Blue’s symphony 
orchestra series, since permitting 
the existence of a single reservoir 
of contracted musicians the union 
makes it possible for the Blue to 
assemble the same 90 or more sym- 
phonists every week. 

If the personnel were to be split 
up NBC and the Blue each would be 
required to guarantee employment 
for only 68 musicians. The average 
employment prevailing under the 
present joint arrangement is 45 mu- 
sicians. 


BLUE REFUSES 
TO YIELD SHOW 
FOR NBC 


The Blue network turned down a 
bid from the Young & Rubicam 
agency for the sale of ‘Basin Street 
Blues’ as a summer substitute for 
Eddie Cantor (Sal Hepatica) because 
the Blue would have to surrender 
the show to NBC. 

Phil Carlin, the Blue’s v.p. in 
charge of programs, advised Tom 
Harrington, Y & R’s director of 
radio, that the Blue had enough of a 
problem strengthening its own pro- 
gram setup without letting one of its 
top sustainers go to another network. 


15 YEARS FOR BUFF’S 
‘FAMILIAR MUSIC’ SHOW 


Buffalo, April 14. 

‘Familiar Music,’ oldest sponsored 
show on Buffalo ether, marked off 
its 15th year via WGR Friday (10). 
Half-hours of semi-classics backed 
by Jahraus Braun Co., department 
store, have not changed format 
since their start, although cast nec- 
essarily has been altered from time 
to time. 

Present lineup is Isabelle Tardif, 
soprano; Warren Hardy, baritone; 
David Cheskin, violin; Roy Wilhelm, 
piano, and Carl Coleman, organ. 














Set-Up As Is at Blue, NBC 





Change of Status 





Cleveland, April 14. 

Comes the revolution! WHK- 
WCLE has placed ad in local pa- 
pers for announcer with defer- 
ment status in draft, and there 
have been few takers. 

Six months ago, similar ad was 
placed and station was swamped. 


Dinah Shore Introducing 
NBC Pageboys’ Ditty; It’s 
Popular at Stage Canteen 


After more than a month’s effort 
Dinah Shore was finally permitted 
Sunday night (12) to include on her 
song program on the Blue network 
an unpublished tune written for her 
by two NBC pageboys. Number drew 
an instantaneous listener response, 
as a result of which she may be per- 
mitted to record it for Bluebird. She 
had previously been denied requests 
to wax it. 

Title of the song is ‘I’ve Got Those 
Mad About Him, Sad Without Him, 
How Can I Be Glad Without Him 
Blues.’ Composers are Larry Markes 
and Dick Charles, Singer had of- 
fered it one night during an appear- 
ance at the Stage Door Canteen, 


N. Y., and her servicemen audience 
have been requesting it at every ap- 
pearance there since then. She in- 
tends trying again to record it for 
Bluebird, unless wax priorities end 
all recording. 

Miss Shore makes a repeat guest 
date April 25 on the Lucky Strike 
‘Hit Parade.” Her Sunday night 
show moves May 1 to a Friday night 
spot on the Blue and switches prod- 
ucts from Sal Hepatica and Minit- 
Rub to Mum. Terms for the latter 
shift were completed last week, with 
the singer given partial supervision 
over commercial copy. Program 
will transfer, effective May 1, from 
Young & Rubicam to Pedlar & Ryan. 


GLENN MILLER INTO 
CBS SPOT ON MAY 5 


Chesterfield is spotting Glenn 
Miller in the 7:15-7:30 p.m. segment 
on CBS May 5. The schedule will be 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

There will be a rebroadcast at 
11:15 p.m. EWT. 




















‘Voice of Stockyards’ Now 
Disc Jockeying at WK BW 


Buffalo, April 14. 
Roland Foley is back on airwaves 
here but not as the ‘Voice of the 
Stockyards,’ his nine-year title on 
WBEN. 


Meat expert switched to WKBW 
to run 7 - 7:30 a.m. stint of platters 
and food talk. It’s now ‘Foley’s Food 





Features.’ 





‘You Can't Do Business With Hitler’ 
Enjoys Runaway Radio Popularity 





Washington, April 14. 

Great popularity of the Office of 
Emergency Management’s 15-minute 
recorded program, ‘You Can’t Do 
Business With Hitler,’ was proudly 
set forth last week in a statement 
showing 720 of the 850 transmitters 
in the U. S. were carrying the series 
—some of them as many as four 
times a week. 

With no advance publicity, the 
transcription (based on the best- 
seller by Douglas Miller, Commercial 
Attache of the American Embassy in 
Berlin for 14 years) has smashed all 
records in the radio industry and is 
being air-waved by as many as 10 
gompeting stations in the same areas 


‘where rival radio stations refuse to 
carry the same programs except 
when the President speaks to the 
country.’ 

Only 13 of the programs were 
skedded originally, but the present 
schedule ‘calls for 26, and the amaz- 
ing demand, unsupported by any 
publicity, which has developed spon- 
taneously in all parts of the nation, 
make it likely that they may be con- 
tinued until Hitler finds out that he 
can’t do business with America.’ 

Programs were written by Frank 
Telford and Elwood Hoffman, and 
produced by Telford under the su- 
pervision of Bernard C. Schoenfeld, 
chief of the radio section of O. E. M. 

















HARVEY HARDING. 


Baritone-Pianist 
HOBBY LOBBY, CBS 

Sat., Apr. 18, 8:30 
WNBT, Television, Tuesdays 
WHN, Mon.- Tues.-Wed., 11:30 A.M. 
Soloist; Biennal Convention, Conn. 
State Fed. of Music Clubs, Water- 
bury, May Ist. 
Management 


N.C.A.C. 711 Fifth Ave. N. Y. 


KU KLUX KLAN 
INVOKES FREE 
SPEECH 


Washington, April 14. 

Attempts of the Ku Klux Klan to 
put CBS on the spot this week in- 
cluded a not-too-subtle attempt to 
enlist FCC assistance. Without reg- 
istering a direct complaint, the sheet- 
garbed crew circularized the regu- 
lators with copies of their demand 
for network time to answer ‘slurs’ 
by Rep. Thomas H. Elliot of Massa- 
ehusetts. 

The kleagles insist they should be 
allowed to reply to four slaps by 
Elliot during a talk attacking the 
House Unamericanism Investigating 
Committee and the latter’s chairman, 
Martin Dies of Texas. Copies of let- 
ters sent the web by J. A. Colescott, 
current imperial wizard, were sent 
members of the regulatory body ap- 
parently to lay the foundation for a 
charge CBS was unfair to the cross- 
burners. 











AT TRANSAMERICAN 


Various Author Reassignments of 
Office’s Package Programs 





Ted Maxwell, formerly author of 
‘Hawthorne House’ and other shows, 
is now scripting ‘We Love and Learn’ 
and ‘Light of the World’ for Trans- 
american, Former serial is a retitled 
continuation of ‘As the Twig is Bent,’ 
previously aired as a spot transcrip- 
tion stanza. It is now on CBS. Gen- 
eral Foods continues as the sponsor 
and Young & Rubicam the agency. 
Ann Louise Barley was the original 
writer on it. 

‘Light of the World,’ dramatized 
Biblical serial on NBC-Red (WEAF) 
for General Mills, through the Chi- 
cago office of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, was formerly adapted by 
Katharine Seymour, who recently 
resigned to write a Red Cross show, 
also for General Mills. 

Other Transamerican live pro- 
grams are ‘Life Can Be, Beautiful,’ 
Procter & Gamble serial on CBS for 
the Compton agency, and ‘Famous 
Jury Trials,’ weekly dramatic stanza 
on the Blue network for Williamson 
candy, through Aubrey, Moore & 
Wallace agency. Former is scripted 
by Carl Bixby, from his home in 
Connecticut, with Don Becker billed 
as co-author. ‘Jury Trials’ is written 
by John Lay. 

Three Transamerican recorded 
shows, all juveniles, are ‘Terry and 
the Pirates,’ ‘Little Orphan Annie’ 
and ‘Don Winslow of the Navy.’ All 
are scripted by Albert Barker. 





Louisville— Francis Elliott has 
taken over the morning announcing 
trick at WGRC, New Albany-Louis- 
ville. Was formerly with WCMC, 
Elizabeth City, N. C. 

Jack Robertson, for several years 
with WGRC, and other Southern 
station, has joined WINN, this city, 
as sports and speciai events an- 
nouncer, 





Spirit of 42° Under Ted Collins 





Sunday Show From Washington to Have Kate Smith 
As Emcee—Bill Slocum Writing Script 


~~ * 





The Other Side 


A dinner in honor of H. V. 
Kaltenborn took place at the 
Harvard Club, N. Y., recently 
just at the time Kaltenborn was 
being rapped as anti-labor and, 
simultaneously, was being re- 
newed by his radio sponsor, Pure 
Oil. The toastmaster took note of 
both facts when he wisecracked: 

‘It is not true that Kaltenborn 
does not believe in collective 
bargaining. Our recent contract 
negotiations with him convinces 
us otherwise. I can report that 
we bargained and he collected’ 


Anti-Conscription Using 
CKAC in Big Canadian 
Plebiscite for ‘Consent’ 


Montreal, April 14. 

Plebiscite to lift government’s 
pledge against conscription for over- 
seas service will be held April 27 
across the Dominion at a cost esti- 
mated at $1,500,000. Again, news- 
papers will get the big cut and radio 
will trail a poor second. Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp gets the plum 
with all government and opposition 
leaders speeches from April 9 - April 
24, including two by the Prime Min- 
ister, half-hour apiece. 

French lingual station CKAC also 
has a neat helping, but from’ ‘La 
Ligue pour la Defense de Canada,’ 
which is violently anti-conscription. 
They air their views every other 
night to April 16 and every night 
until April 24. Every one of their 
speeches is censored by Ottawa 48 
hours ahead of delivery. 

The Ligue has been accused fre- 
quently in the press of being too 
friendly with Vichy and is the last 
line of French-Canadian anti-con- 
scription feeling. 














Col. Healey on WTRY 
For Stanton Brewing 


Troy, N. Y., April 14. 

Stanton Brewing of Troy, which 
for several months has been using 
three five-minute periods daily on 
WTRY, Troy, and e.t. announce- 
ments on WABY, Albany, will ex- 
pand its radio promotion, with 10- 
minute late-evening commentaries 
by Colonel Jim Healey on WTRY. 
Healey starts a six-a-week schedule 
April 20, for an indefinite period. 
The five-minute blocks will be con- 
tinued, too. 


Leighton & Nelson is the agency. 





Jimmy Evans’ WGN Show 


Chicago, April 14. 

New show, ‘Magazine for Men and 
Women,’ debuts on WGN. 

Program runs as nightly stunt, 
10:45 PM, CWT, Monday through 
Saturday. 

Program, with Jimmy Evans, will 
be series of brief dramatic stories. 
Based on true events, they will tell 
of war, military figures, sports odd- 
ities, films, hobbies, and prepared- 


vv 


Ted Collins takes over production- 
direction and Kate Smith becomes 
temporary m.c. on the ‘Spirit of °42’ 
program Sunday afternoons on CBS, 
starting this week (19). General 
Foods and Young & Rubicam, respec- 
tive sponsor and agency on Miss 
Smith’s Friday night and daily pro- 
grams on CBS, have not given their 
final okay on the Collins-Smith tieup 
with the morale show, reportedly 
until they know how long the asso- 
ciation is to continue and what form 
the stanza will take. However, 
they’re going ahead with plans to do 
the series. 

‘Spirit of ’42,’ formerly an on-the- 
scene broadcast of army maneuvers, 
will henceforth originate in Wash- 
ington. This Sunday’s chapter will 
feature the Navy band, with the 
Marine and Army bands to appear 
the next two weeks and all three to 
rotate in that order thereafter. Be- 
sides being m.c. on the show, Miss 
Smith will also do a song spot 
on each chapter. Collins goes to 
Washington today (Wednesday) for 
preliminary production huddles, and 
will henceforth make the trip Satur- 
days and return to New York early 
Mondays. 

New writer of the series will be 
Bill Slocum, of the CBS special 
events staff, succeeding Maj. Wyllis 
Cooper, who recently resigned to 
script the Army Hour on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) Sunday afternoons. Former 
director of ‘Spirit of ’42’ is Brewster 
Morgan, of the CBS production staff, 


JOHN ELWOOD 
GETS NELSON 
JOB 


San Francisco, April 14. 
John Elwood, recently manager of 
NBC’s international division in New 
York, has been named manager of 
KPO here, effective May 1. He ree 
lieves Al Nelson, who has held the 
post for three years. Nelson, with 
NBC for the past eight years, also 
held the title of assistant veepee. 
Nelson exit has been expected 
since Sid Strotz became NBC Pa- 
cific boss, 


BELL PHONERS GUEST 
ON COCA-COLA SHOW 


Francia White and James Melton, 
of the Bell Telephone program Mon- 
day nights on NBC-Red (WEAF), 
will be the guests the next two 
weeks on the Andre Kostelanetz pro- 
gram Sunday afternoon on CBS for 
Coca-Cola. Miss White appears this 
Sunday (19) and Melton gets the nod 
the foliowing week (26). 

Guest for the following week isn’t 
set, but Nadine Connor is booked 
for May 10 and Jan Peerce for May 
17. George Faulkner, now with the 
Office of Facts & Figures in Wash- 
ington, continues to write the show 
and George Zachary directs. D’Arcy 

















ness, Show is sustainer, 


is the agency, 





Texaco First Account to Purchase 
CBS Shortwave to American Troops 





¥. 


“ABIE’S IRISH ROSE’ 
OFF AFTER 17 WEEKS 


Procter & Gamble folds ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose,’ which is NBC Saturday 
nights, for the summer, with the 
May 16 broadcast. 

The product is Drene. 








Eugene Carr, assistant manager, 
WGAR, Cleveland, talks to the Cin- 





CBS has opened several periods on 
its international shortwave schedule 
for the transmission of sponsored 
programs to American troops in va- 
rious parts of the world, and the first 
account to buy one of these spots is 
Texaco. The deal is for Sunday 
nights, 11 to midnight, with the first 
recorded version of the Fred Allen 
program slated to go out this week- 
end (19). The shortwaved program 
will be the one that was on the Co- 
lumbia network the previous Sunday 
(12). This policy will prevail for the 
duration of the series. 

Texaco is paying $140 per short- 
wave broadcast. The cost of the re- 





cinnati Advertising Club, April 22. 


cording is included, 
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RADIO COMIC HEADS CIRCUS 





Espionage Theme Okay on Blue 





The Blue network has relaxed its restrictions on dramatic shows to 


permit references to espionage and 
Other networks still ban all story 
activities. 


sabotage within certain limitations. 
material dealing with such enemy 


According to Phil Carlin, the network’s program vice-president, 
there are only three conditions on the use of spy references on dramatic 


shows. 


‘good taste’ that apply to all material on other shows. 


(1) that the action be presented under the same rules of 


(2) that such 


material must not violate regulations laid down by the censor. (8) 
that the material must be okay with any Government agency referred 


to or involved. 


As an instance of the kind of material permitted on the Blue and 
possibly barred from other networks, Carlin points to the new series 


‘John Freedom,’ a story about a 


Scarlet Pimpernel character, that 


debuts Sunday night (19) in the 7:30-8 spot, originating in Hollywood. 
Show will be written by Forrest Barnes, who also assists on production. 
It deals to some extent with espionage activity. 








Lawyers Urge Need for Reform 
Of Radio Regulatory Legislation 





Washington, April 14. 

Congressional consideration of 
radio barristers’ version of ideal 
regulatory statute began today 
(Tuesday) with six bored members 
of house interstate commerce com- 
mittee hearing first involved argu- 
ment in behalf of sweeping pro- 
eedural and administrative reforms. 


Legal crowd is pushing the con- 
troversial Sanders bill over protests 
of station operators against baat- 
rocking. Lawmakers have settled 
down for long seige of oratory. If 
they are really bent upon giving 
serious study to shortcomings of 
eight-year-old communications act, 
all factions of the industry want to 
advance remedial proposals. The 
barristers—inspiration for the Sand- 
ers-White bill hoppered last sum- 
mer—opened the drive with lengthy 
statement dealing almost entirely 
with suggested changes in regula- 
tory procedure. Starting in with the 
history of the 1934 act and sketching 
conditions under the 1927 statute, 
Herbert M. Bingham, former presi- 
dent of Federal Communications Bar 
Association, pleaded for complete 
overhaul. 

He urges: 

More precise definitions. 

More rigid limitations on regula- 
tory authority. 

More positive right of court re- 
view. 

More uniform procedure, 

Less back-stage hocus pocus. 

Many aggravating defects will be 
wiped out immediately if the ma- 
chinery is revamped, Bingham stated. 
Chairman of FCC would be kicked 
up stairs and made chief adminis- 
trative officer with little power to 
determine policy. Divisions of pub- 
lic communications (all forms of 
broadcasting television, and mass 
service and private communication 
would be final arbiters in their 
fields. General rules would be pro- 
mulgated by the full regulatory 
panel. Legislative, judicial and ex- 
ecutive functions of FCC would be 
separated. 


‘Break-down’ of the system, Bing- 
ham opined, is due to ‘intermeddling’ 
of members not assigned to broad- 
cast matters, and unwillingness of 
regulators to be burdened with un- 
romantic common carrier affairs. It 
is impossible for seven-man body to 
handle intelligently all the multi- 
tude of problems requiring attention. 

On the procedural side, the bar- 
risters want Congress to miake 
changes that will greatly reduce pos- 
sibilties of wire-pulling, favoritism, 
and arbitrary decisicon. Automatic 
hearings, wider opportunity to pre- 
sent evidence, and less legalistic 
scheming. 


Little questioning of Bingham was 
done by the lawmakers, though in- 
dustry missionaries have carried on 
intensive educational campaign to 
acquaint them with reasons for 
wanting both the machinery and the 
law drastically altered. 

Though broadcasters previously 
begged a moratorium on legislation 
during the war, the barristers are 
due to be followed by =1.A.B. which 
wants the law to place rigid curbs 
on Governmental censorship or in- 
terference with management and the 


networks, which will renew their 
former suggestions for licensing of 
chains, 


With the supreme court due to 
hear argument on the ‘antimonopoly’ 
reforms and the N.A.B. convention 
in Cleveland coming up, future of 
hearings is conjectural...Chairman 
Clarence Lea and ranking commit- 
teemen feel obligated to push for- 
ward because of pendency of the 
Cox Commission investigation reso- 
lution. 





Sterling News Periods 
On Mutual at 11 AM; 
Earns Top Discount 





Mutual Network has sold three 
five-minute news periods a week to 
Sterling Products for Aspertane. The 
schedule will be Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 11 a.m. 

Account supports John B. Hughes 
in three 15-minute news periods a 
week night-time on the same net- 
work. The morning periods were 
sold at half the quarter-hour fate, 
while both series, adding up to six 
programs a week, figured in de- 
termining the volume _ discount. 
Sterling was given the discount 
which applies to advertisers who are 
on the network 260 or more times a 
year. 


HART AND WIFE IN 
RED CROSS RADIO DEPT. 


James Hart, who with his wife 
Elizabeth contributes the plot on the 
‘Bright Horizon’ program for Lever 
Bros., has taken a regular job with 
the radio department of the Red 
Cross in Washington. He and Mrs. 
Hart moved to the Capital this week, 
|but expect to continue their work 
lfor ‘Bright Horizon” John Young 


|writes the dialog for the program, 
| which is handled by Young & Rubi- 
|cam, with B. B. D. & O. having one 
|of the commercial announcements on 
| it. 











Hart’s assignments for the Red 
Cross haven’t been exactly specified, 
but it’s understood he will write 
some shows to go on the air soon. 
The Harts formerly authored ‘Gold 
If You Find It’ on CBS and were 
among the collaborators on ‘March 
of Time’ until the Time mag staff 
took over the scripting from the Y. 
& R. agency. 


Chizzini Adds $35,000 
In Recording Equipment 


Chicago, April 14. 
Expecting increased use of facil- 
ities, NBC has doubled its facilities 
for recording. Frank E. Chizzini 
heads up department. 
New equipment valued at $35,000 
has been added, 











|WHITEY FORD 1S 
BARNUM ON SIDE 


To Write Radio Scripts in 
Trailer While Traveling 
with Lewis Brothers’ Out- 
fit This Summer 








50% OWNER 





Chicago, April 14. 

Whitey Ford, known on the radio 
as ‘The Duke of Paducah,’ has be- 
come part-owner of the Lewis Broth- 
ers Circus and will travel with the 
tent show this summer doing a com- 
edy routine to supplement the usual 
circus turns. The association of a 
radio comic and a circus is believed 
to be without precedent, although 
various performers such as Gene 
Autry, Tom Mix have included ra- 
dio and circus appearances along 
with other assorted activities. One 
circus some years ago headlined “The 
Lone Ranger’ from radio, but was 
legally restrained by King-Trendle 
firm of WXYZ, Detroit. 

The circus which travels by motor 
truck, not train, is a three-ringer, 
rated fourth largest in its class, and 


is about 25 years old. Hereafter it 
will bear the title ‘Lewis Bros. Com- 
bined Show with Whitey Ford.’ 

‘The Duke of Paducah’ has long 
been identified with ‘The Plantation 


|Party’ program out of Chicago, for 


Brown & Williamson. As the stellar 
personality of a program of unpre- 
tentious hokum aimed at small town- 
ers, he is expected to prove a genu- 
ine draw for the small Lewis outfit. 
It is the intention to route the tent 
show in the corn belt so that Ford 
will be able to return to Chicago 
weekly for his radio broadcasts. He 
will have a special trailer for his 
own use while with circus so that he 
can use it to write and rehearse his 
radio chores. 





National Refining Blurbs 
On Midwest Stations; 
Hubbell Now Is Agency 


Cleveland, April 14. 

National Refining Co., through 
Hubbell Advertising, will carry 100 
to 200 one-minute transcribed an- 
nouncements on 35 midwestern sta- 
tions for 10 weeks. White Rose gaso- 
line and Enarco Motor Oil will be 
plugged. 

Sherman K. Ellis & Co. handled 
the account before shift to Hubbell, 








Philadelphia—Peter Roberts, for 
merly of WHAM, Rochester, has 
joined the announcing staff of WIBG. 

Raymond Glemser, formerly with 
the Ro yo staff of WDAS, 
Philly, has shifted to WIBG. 








‘Saturday Morning Vaudeville Idea 
May Be Heard Some Night for Rinso 





Blue’s Separate Phone 





Blue network has now carried 
its separation from NBC and the 
Red to the extent of having its 
own telephone service and 
switchboard. Effective Monday 
(13), the Blue phone number in 
New York is CIrcle 7-5700. 

NBC-Red number’ remains 
CIrcle 7-8300. 


SPOT BIZ LULL 
IS INTERRUPTED 


The quiet in the national spot field 
last week was broken with the dish- 
ing out of some announcement 
business by M & M Candy (Tracy- 
Locke-Dawson). MacMillan Petro- 
leum Corp. (Roy S. Durstine) and 
Beacon Chemical Co. (James D. 
Lamb agency, Philadelphia). 

With MacMillan it’s 70-odd blurbs 
over a period of 13 weeks, Beacon 
has scheduled 13 hundred-word an- 
nouncements for within five weeks, 
while M & M Candy is making it a 
daily campaign in most cases, 


WICC Drops Blue 


Sustainers Readying for 
All-Mutual Position 


Bridgeport, April 14. 

Three southern Connecticut sta- 
tions—WELI, New Haven; WNAB, 
Bridgeport; and WSRR, Stamford— 
join Blue Network as WICC, Shep- 
ard Bridgeport - New Haven exhaler, 
leaves to go exclusively Mutual. Al- 
though WICC will not formally exit 
until June 15, it this week dropped 
Blue sustainers, which were’ picked 
up by new affiliates. 

WJZ, New York, is only major 
chain key which does not have 
strong signal in this section of Con- 
necticut. Noteworthy that WSRR is 
but 30 miles from Manhattan, near- 
est non-metropolitan member of any 
of big networks. 


Milk—It’s Got "Em 


Chicago, April 14. 

In a campaign to ‘vitaminize’ milk 
in public consciousness the Milk 
Foundation Incorporated of Chicago 
starts spot campaign on eight local 
stations. Transcribed announce- 
ments for series produced by Mc- 
Cann-Erickson. 

Campaign will tie in with car 
cards and newspaper teasers plugs 
VEMP. Word is built from words: 
Vitamins, Energy, Minerals and 
Proteins. A total of 250 spots will 
be used in the current ‘glamourizing’ 
campaign. 


























Can't Use Trade Names in Broadcasts 


Under a new ruling of the War 
Department, programs originating 
from arms production plants are 
barred from identifying the place or 
product. The same taboo applies to 
newspaper stories. The broadeasters 
operating from such plants may talk 
about tanks, planes or anti-aircraft 
guns, but there’s to be no mention of 
trade names. 

The War Department didn’t make 
it clear whethér the order was issued 
for protective purposes or whether 
it doesn’t want any particular manu- 
facturers associated in a publicity 
way with the war product, 








Vanda Returns East 
Hollywood, April 14. 

Charles Vanda, producing ‘They 
Live Forever’ and other government- 
inspired programs for CBS, returned 
east last night (Monday) after origi- 
nating his program at KNX. 

He’s due in Washington tomerrow 
(Wednesday) to testify at the Com- 
mission hearing into the increased 
power petitions of KQW and KSFO, 
Frisco. Former station recently sup- 
planted the other as the CBS affili- 
ate in the Bay City, 





|has started over WCAE 
11 to 5 p.m. 


| by Irene Cowan, 
|morning department store 


Originating in War Ordnance Plants 


7% 
+> 





Ruthrauff & Ryan has recom- 
mend a revival of the ‘Saturday 
Morning Vaudeville Show’ idea as 
summer filler for the Rinso (Lever 
Bros.) spot on CBS when the Edward 
G. Robinson-‘Big Town’ stanza goes 
off in June. The account is also mull- 
ing a family serial. As for the vaude 
session the agency believes that it 
would make attractive evening en- 
tertainment and might be built up 
to the point where it could do serv- 
ice through the fall had winter. No 
evening has as yet been recom- 
mended and it’s presumed that 
should the program be held on, say, 
a Friday night, it would be called 
the ‘Friday Night’ vaudeville show. 

Question of the Robinson re- 
newal won’t come up for several 
weeks. It is reported that Lever 
is dubious about supporting the 
Robinson-‘Big Town’ combination 
another season, but the same finan- 
cial indecision has preceded the sign- 
ing up of Robinson in other years, 


CAMEL OPTIONS 
DUE MAY 18 


Camel doesn’t have to act on the 
options for its various network shows 
until the week of May 18. Mean- 


while the agency on the account, 
William Esty, is lining up some 
summer replacements. 

The programs involved are Al 
Pearce, ‘Blondie’, Xavier Cugat, 
‘How’m I Doin’ and ‘Grand Ole 
Opry.’ 


Mort Lewis’ ‘Truth’ 
Will Succeed Same 
Author’s ‘Mike’ on Blue 


‘Nothing But the Truth,’ scripted 
by Mort Lewis, will be the succes- 
sor on April 19 on the Blue Sunday 
afternoon (4:30) to ‘Behind the 
Mike,’ which has been sustainer for 
over a year by the same author. 
New series will largely emphasize 
spy tales of the last war as pro- 
vided and recounted by Capt. Tim 
Healey, who will be permanent on 
the series. Joe Rines will probably 
handle the orchestra for the series. 


War personages and war problems 
generally will be brought in for the 
balance of the material, the spy tales 
running about 12 minutes of the half 
hour. 

















SHELLAC MATINEES 


Four-Hours of Disc Jockey Set When 
Baseball Fails To Go WCAE 





Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Four-hour day-time platter show 
daily from 
It takes up the slack of 
several Mutual network cancella- 
tions as well as the dropping of:the 
disc Four O’Clock Frolic conducted 
Latter switches to 
commer- 
cial, Joseph Horne’s ‘Newsreel,’ re- 
placing Polly Rowles Snyder, who 
retired to become a mother. 

WCAE, local Mutual outlet, had 
been trying for some time to grab 
off daily broadcasts of Pirates base- 
ball games from WWSW, where 
they’ve always been aired, but fail- 
ing in this subbed the marathon 
waxings. Only longer recorded show 
in town is Bob McKenna’s 1500 Club 
on WWSW, but this is from midnight 
to 6 a.m. 





El Paso, Texas.—Wilson A. Monroe 
to KROD engineering staff and Wil- 
liam Shankle to the announcing staff. 
Monroe comes from KRB, Boseman, 
Montana, while Shankle comes from 
KVGB, Great Bend, Kansas. 
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Ohio State Institute Meetings 


(Incomplete Schedule) 














Columbus, April 14. 
The Institute for Education by 
Radio which meets at the Deshler- 
Wallick Hotel here May 3-4-5-6, un- 
der the auspices of Ohio State Uni-| 
versity, hag tentatively set the fol- 
lowing schedule of events: 


[ SUNDAY 


8-8:45—Broadcast over 
American Forum: ‘Is the Govern- 
ment Using Radio Effectively?’ 
Participants: 
Theodore Granik, American 
rum. 
Edward L. Bernays, publicist. 
J. Harrison Hartley, Navy. 
Ed Kirby, Army. 
Robert J. Landry, Radio Editor, 
‘Variety,’ 
William B. Lewis, Office of Facts 
and Figures. 
Roger N. Baldwin, American Civil 
Liberties Union. 


a MONDAY | 


9:30 a.m.—Radio News and Comment 
in Wartime. 
Participants: 
Dean Arthur Klein, Ohio 
College of Education. 











Mutual— | 
| 


Fo- 








State 





Morgan Beatty, Blue Network. 
H. V. Kaltenborn, NBC. 
Gregor Ziemer, WLW, Cincinnati. 


(Followed by panel on issues raised 
by above speakers: James Cas- 


sidy, WLW; G. W. Johnstone, 
Blue; Abe Schechter, NBC.) 
- 7 e 
Monday, 2:30 P.M—Work-Study 
Groups 
Agricultural and Homemaking 
Broadcasts 


Co-Chairman, G. E. Ferris, assistant 
editor, Agricultural Publications, 
Ohio State University, and John 
P. Neville, radio specialist, Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire, Dur- 


ham. 
Broadcasting by National Organiza- 
tions 
Chairman, Henriette K. Harrison, 


national radio director, National 
Council, Y. M. C. A. 
Children’s Programs 
Chairman, Sidonie M. Gruenberg, 
Child Study Association of 
American. 
Religious Broadcasts 
Chairman, Louis Minsky, National 
Conference of Christians and 
Jews. 








Recordings for School Use 
Chairman, Elizabeth Goudy, Los An- 

geles County Schools. 
Participants: 


William D. Boutwell, Office of 
Education. 

G. P. Cahoon, Ohio State Univer- 
sity. 

A. L. Chapman, University of 
Texas. 

Dorothy Frost, Seattle Public 
Schools. 


Emilie Haley, American Council 
on Education. 

William Harvey, Title Insurance 
and Trust Company, California. 

Robert Hudson, Rocky Mountain 
Radio Council, Denver. 

Philip Jacobsen, University of 
Washington. 

Howard LeSourd, Boston Univer- 
sity. 

William Levenson, Cleveland Pub- 
lic Schools. 

R. R. Lowdermilk, Office of Edu- 
cation. 

Berthold Lowenfeld, American 
Foundation for the Blind. 

J. Robert Miles, Evaluation of 
School Broadcasts Project. 

Marian Panko, Chicago Public 
Schools. 

Thomas D. Rishworth, NBC. 


Virginia Sanderson, Ohio State 
University. 

James B. Tharp, Ohio State Uni- 
versity. 

William Van Til, Ohio State Uni- 
versity. 

Jerome Wiesner, Library of Con- 
gress. 


Blanche Young, Recorded Lectures, 
Inc., Chicago. 





Front Row Center... Bataan 


It was the boys on Bataa 


usual white-tie audience 


famed conductor Artur Rodzinski led the 


n instead of the 


who listened as 


celebrated Cleveland Orchestra on that 


recent Saturday afternoon. Originated by 
WGAR and short-waved to be heard in 


the Philippines at church 


this broadcast saluted MacArthur’s heroic 
men with a hymn of praise—the music of 


Kodaly’s stirring Te Deum. 


‘To the musicians in the orchestra, this was 


not simply another concert. To the staff 


brave smile and Dad’s encouraging pat on 
the back for the lad in his fox hole, standing 
off a tenfold foe. 


Said editors of Time Magazine: “‘Cleve- 


time on Sunday, 


of WGAR, it was not merely another short- 


wave broadcast. This was the voice of 
America speaking to its gallant defenders 
thousands of miles away. This was Mothetr’s 


BASIC STATION...COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, President . . . John F. Patt, Vice President and General Manager 


land’s station WGAR did itself proud with 
the most notable program by an inland 
station yet short-waved to the Philippines.” 
Said WGAR’s General Manager Patt: 
“Radio can help win the victory along the 


battle line as well as on the home front. 


It is our good fortune to be of service on 


both fronts.”” 








Edward Petry & Company, Inc. 
National Represenfativa 


Research in Educational Broad- 
casting 


| Chairman, Paul F. Lazarsfeld, Co- 


lumbia University. 

School Broadcasting , 
Chairman, Johh W. Gunstream. 
Participants: 

A. L. Chapman, 
Texas. 

Donald Cherry, Redwood City 
Schools, California. 

Sterling Fisher, NBC. 

Juliet Forbes, Chicago Radio Coun- 
cil. 

Margaret Harrison, New York Uni- 
versity. 

Robert Hudson, Rocky Mountain 
Radio Council, Denver. 
Earle A. Kenney, director, 
meda School of the Air. 
Kathleen Lardie, Department of 

Visual and Radio Education, De- 
troit Public Schools. 
H. B. McCarty, University of Wis- 
consin. 
Paul Smith, 
Schools. 
Verna Walters, Zanesville Public 
Schools. 
College Courses in Radio 


Co-Chairmen, Kenneth Bartlett, di- 

rector, Radio Workshop, Syra- 

cuse University, and Warren 

Scott, head, Department of Cin- 

ema, University of Southern 

California, Los Angeles. 

Participants: 

Waldo Abbot, director of broad- 
casting, University of Michigan. 

John Carlile, director of radio ac- 
tivities, University of Alabama. 

Elizabeth Goudy, Los Angeles 
County Schools. 

Charles Siepmann, Office of Facts 
and Figures. 

Judith Waller, NBC. 

The Negro, and Radio in Education 

Presiding, Walter N. Ridley, director, 

Audio-Visual Center, Virginia 

State College for Negroes, Pe- 

tersburg. 

Radio and Wartime Morale 

Presiding, Edward L. Bernays. 


University of 


Ala- 


Rochester Public 








| TUESDAY | 
9:30 A. M—Radio Drama in War- 
time 


Presiding, H. B. McCarty, University 

of Wisconsin. 

Speakers: 

Norman Corwin, ‘This Is War!’ 

Arch Oboler, ‘Plays for Ameri- 
cans.’ 

A panel discussion of issues raised 
by speakers: 

Gerald Bartell, University of Wis- 


consin. 

Philip Cohen, Office of Facts and 
Figures. 

Frank Monaghan, ‘Cavalcade of 
America.’ 


Bernard C. Schoenfeld, Depart- 
ment of Interior. 
Norman Woelfel, Evaluation of 
School Broadcasts Project. 
National Association of Broadcasters 
Presiding, Neville Miller, president. 
Cooperative Approaches to Educa- 
tional Broadcasting 
Presiding, Robert Hudson, Rocky 
Mountain Radio Council, Denver. 
Broadcasting for Women 
Presiding, Margaret Cuthbert, NBC. 


CBS CLARIFIES 
STATEMENT ON 
WORCESTER 


CBS clarified Monday (13) the 
form letter concerning WTAG, Wor- 
cester, which had been addressed 10 
days previously to ad agency time 
buyers. The vague wording of the 
letter had proved puzzling to the 
agency men, causing numerous inter- 
pretations among them. The in- 
formation that the letter actually in- 
tended to convey was that existing 
advertisers would be protected in 
the Worcester market for a year at 
the current rate of $180 but that new 
advertisers would have to pay $200 a 
night-time hour for the same market 
even though WTAG doesn't join the 
network until April 5, 1943. 


Worcester at present is a supple- 
mentary market, WORC is the cur- 
rent affiliate. The letter which 
caused puzzlement among the agency 
buyers follows: 


‘Effective on or before April 5, 
1943, WTAG, Worcester, will join the 
basic network. 

‘Worcester becomes a CBS basic 
network city at $200, effective May 
5, 1942. However, until WTAG 
actually joins CBS the selection of 
the Worcester market will be at the 
advertiser’s option.’ 

Columbia also explained that there 
was a possibility of WTAG coming 
into the CBS fold by mutual con- 
sent long before the April, 1943, date 
and in that that event the station 
would be protected on the $200 date 
as far as any new network adver- 
tisers were concerned. On the other 
hand a new CBS account doesn’t 
have to include Worcester so long as 
WORC is the affiliate but once WTAG 
moves over from NBC to CBS that 
account will not only have to add 
Worcester but pay the $200 rate. 


KDKA, PITT., HAS WAR 
SCRIPT COORDINATOR 


Pittsburgh, April 14. 

KDEA last week established new 
department, headed by Victoria 
Corey, to coordinate all programs 
relating to the war. Mrs, Corey 
recently has been writing special 
radio programs for the Pittsburgh 
Civilian Defense Council 

As coordinator of all war shows 
at KDKA, she will continue her 
scripts in behalf of Civilian Defense 
in addition to doing continuity for 
other special programs. Chief duties 
will be the clearing and preparing 
for broadcast of the heavy schedule 
of programs and announcements in 
behalf of Governmental and private 
agencies now being carried by the 
Westinghouse station. 
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HOLLYWOOD-T0-CHILE BY DX 





+ 


WARNERS RELA 
RADIO SERIEO 


Film Company Has Right to 
Get Advertising Plugs in 
Exchange for Contributing 
Entertainment — Using 
Press Wireless Point-to- 
Point May Solve Rockefel- 
ler Committee Dilemma on 
South American West 
Coast 





CLOSELY WATCHED 


Warner Bros. has made an arrange- 
ment with Press Wireless and the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 


a series of radio shows to be aired to 
Chile on a new experimental PW 
circuit. WB is permitted to put plugs 
in for its pix, and is getting the trans- 
mission free in return for the shows. 
PW is a widely used commercial 
service for sending press messages 
by wireless. 

Getting into Chile, which is on the 
west coast of South America, has 
been one of the toughest technical 
problems faced by the CIAA office 
It’s difficult for American shortwav- 
ers_to reach there, and to get pro- 
grams in by point-to-point transmis- 
sion they first have to go to Buenos 
Aires and then across a converted, 
antique mountain cable system into 
Santiago. 

PW’s new circuit will carry point- 
to-point from Los Angeles to Santi- 
ago. Initial reports from PW’s en- 
gineers on reception on the new set- 
up were so good it sent them back 
for a recheck. 

There’s a commercial setup in 
Chile, incidentally, with powerful 
equipment for both sending and re- 
ceiving by radio. It sends out stuff, 
but claims it does not have govern- 
ment permission to receive. 


MINNESOTA UTILITIES 
B.R. TWIN PORT OUIZ 


Duluth, April 14. 

The Minnesota Power & Light Co 
and its affiliate, the Superior Water, 
Light & Power Co., have entered 
the radio field for the first time, 
buying a half-hour weekly show on 
WEBC. The utilities will take over 
‘Quiz of the Twin Ports,’ which had 
a 26-week run as a sustainer last 
year, Program is designed along 
lines similar to inter-city quiz con- 
tests held in various sections of the 
country, 

John W. Miller will write and 
produce the show, to originate in 
WEBC studios in Duluth and at the 
station’s transmitter station lounge 
in Superior. Two towns are bitter 
rivals and last year’s series resulted 
in many arguments, challenges and 
g00d newspaper copy. 


WGAR Hopes for 1220 


Cleveland, April 14. 

Although FCC has frozen radio ex- 
pansion, WGAR hopes to have its 
wave length shifted from 1480 to 
1220 kilocycles. Change was origi- 
nally part of its application for a 
Power boost to 50,000 watts, but 
power hike has been temporarily 
cancelled by the war order. 

WGAR now asking for the new 
dial spot. If granted, station could 
step up night power requested watts 
as this wouldn’t necessitate any new 
equipment. 

WADC, Akron, Columbia outlet, is 
also after 1220 spot on the dial. 
WGAR also Columbia. 














Memphis—WMPS has three new 
staff announcers: David Banks, for- 
merly of WWL, New Orleans; Earl 
Mobley, from Texas State Network 
and Chris Kenyon, from KLRA, Lit- 


BREWSTER MORGAN ILL 


Strain Puts CBS Producer on Arizona 
Ranch 








Brewster Morgan, producer of ‘Re- 
port to the Nation’ at 9:30-10 Tuesday 
nights on CBS from Washington, is 


ill at the Remuda ranch, Wicken- 
burg, Ariz., and will take an indefi- 
nite rest. Besides traveling back 
and forth between New York and the 
Capital for that show, he has until 
lately also been producing ‘Spirit of 
*42,’ Sunday afternoon series on CBS 
from various army maneuver loca- 
tions. Latter show has recently 
changed format. 

Earl McGill, CBS senior director- 
producer, handled last night’s (Tues 
day) ‘Report to the Nation’ broad- 
cast, and will probably continue un- 
til Morgan’s return. 





American Legion May Offer 


‘Daughters of Uncle Sam’ 
(B. A. Rolfe) Over Blue 


‘Daughters of Uncle Sam,’ the all- 
girl bance program batoned by B. A. 
Rolfe on the Bl ie, may be presented 
in cooperation with the American 
Legion, which would be given a spot 
to project its ideas and aims. Effort 
is also being made to line up a tour 
of army camps for the program. 

Series moves aext week (19) to 
the 8-8:30 spot Sunday nights, with 
‘John Freedom,’ a new adventure 


series, taking over the 7:30-8 p.m. 
niche. 





Two-Fold Problem in Maintaining Star 


System for French Lux Radio Theatre 





J. Walter Thompson agency is hav- 
ing some difficulty maintaining the 
star end of the policy which prevails 


for the French version of the Lux 
Radio Theatre which Lever Bros. 
clears over CKAC, Montreal, and 
CKCV, Quebec. The policy for this 


series is to spot a film or stage name | 


every four weeks, and the agencys 
New York office is finding itself hard 
put to fill the monthly bill. 

The requirement is two-fold: (1) 
the American name must be able to 





read and speak French fluently; and 














(2) the availability must stem from 
the circumstance that name is in the 
province at that particular time, 
either on other business or a vaca- 
tion. The date does not include trav- 
eling expenses. 

Lux’s Gallic’ program goes on 
Thursdays (9-10 p.m.). The scripts 
are based on French plays and books. 





Atlanta—Joe Hill has resigned as 
WAGA sportscaster to handle sports 
and special events for WCOL, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 














‘\NO MANUFACTURER CAN AFFORD TO ENTER 
INTO THE POST-WAR PERIOD WITHOUT 
ALL THE GOOD WILL HE CAN POSSIBLY LAY UP’’ 





“We recognize fully that no human being 
is sO wise or so shrewd that he can forecast 
what the social and economic conditions 
governing business may be when the emer- 


gency is over. 


“All that intelligent management can do is 
to emerge with plants ready to produce at 
the lowest possible competitive cost, with its 
present products improved by research and 
new products planned and tested; and, 


Says CARLE C. CONWAY 
Chairman of the Board, 


finally, with the name of the company en- 
graved in letters of good will on the mind of 
its public, its customers, and its prospects. 


“Management generally is recognizing that 
whatever conditions may be after the emer- 
gency, they certainly are going to be tough, 
and no manufacturer, however experienced 
or well established, can afford to enter into 
the post-war period searing all the good will 


he can possibly lay up.” 


{AAAA—ANA Joint Meeting, November 14, 1941) 


jx To the great names in American business whose continued advertising is a flaming symbol of faith 
in America’s future . . . whose fortitude in ftotel war adds another shout of defiance fo the enemies 
- this space is dedicated by The Nation's Station. 


ef free American enferprise and democracy . . 
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"1 CAN'T SLEEP’ 

With Raymond Massey 
Drama 

GRAPE-NUTS 

Friday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 





(Young & Rubicam) 

Relying upon irony, a_ seldom- | 
employed dramatic value in radio, | 
‘I Can't Sleep,’ by Palmer Thompson, | 
was the simple soliloguy of a Ger-| 
man father which, in the unfolding, | 
revealed a curious paradox of the! 
Nazi mentality. On the one hand, | 
the kindly-seeming father loved his 
son greatly, suffered the torment of 
not knowing if he was alive or dead 
in the war. Two fellow Germans 
out of human sympathy risked tell- 
ing him that they had heard on the 
verboten British radio that the son 
was alive in a British camp for pris- 
oners. The German parent then 
speaks aloud of (1) his great relief 
at having news of Carl, and (2) quite 
casually, of going to the Gestapo as 
a loyal Nazi to report the two friends 
who had been listening to the BBC 
and had heard about Carl. He then 
added the fact: 

‘Yet while I should be happy about 
my son, and proud of having done 
any duty as a German, I can’t sleep. 
I can’t steep—and I can’t understand 
*t." 

The snapper, the climax, the whole 
point of the piece, is that the German 
father does not realize, so degraded 
has Nazi preaching made him intel- 
lectually, that he has performed an | 
act of unspeakable moral fiendish- 
ness. He, the kindly family man, is 
the monster who has betrayed to tor- 
ture and probable death two kind- 
hearted fellow Germans. 

The net effect of this piece was 
quietly devastating, and it was built 
up in simple, under-played Teutonic 
dialect by Raymond Massey. Land. 





OLYN LANDICK 

Female Impersonator 

GRAPE-NUTS 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Olyn Landick has been around 
show business for quite some time. 
(In 1932, as a vaudeville turn, ‘Va- 
riety’ said he was entertaining but 
‘should get a better wig.’) As one of 
three comedy items on the Kate 
Smith program last Friday (10), he 
was billed and presented by Ted Col- 
lins as ‘the Hackensack gossip,’ and 
dished a line of silly-dilly chatter 
that may capture public fancy. Lan- 
dick has, or uses, a high falsetto 
voice which drips with overtones of 
washtub fatigue and just-among-us- 
girls malice. 

Given time and such spotting and 
material as he had last Friday, there 
seems reason to suppose Landick 
might make the hill in radio. He is 
a performer of considerable talents 
and authoritative manner in the 
matter of timing and delivery. He 
was steadily amusing on this hearing. 





Land. 


DIANE COURTNEY-JESTERS (3) 
Seng, Instrumental 
15 Mins.—Local 
R. & H. BEER 
Mon.-Thurs., 7:45 p.m. 
WJZ, New York 
Plausible musical program quar- 
ter hours two nights a week (Mon- 
day, Thursday) on WJZ ‘to sell the 
Staten Island brew. First broadcast 
was somewhat marred by an easily 
corrected tendency in the continuity 
to be self-consciously bright, the re- 
sult amounting to superfiuous prattle 
instead. 
Musical risked a 


selections, too, 


i number of untried tunes and novel- 


ties. Would probably be wiser to 
cleave to the more familiar. Guitar 
and accordion accompaniment for 


‘the girl singer and the trio of boys 


is a limiting factor that narrows the 
repertoire. On the whole, the 
formula is okay for a nice local 
entertainment to peddle suds and the 
talent is talented. Land. 


PEABODY AWARD CEREMONIES 
Friday, April 10 

In Three Parts 

WOR, WEAF, WABC, New York 

Radio coverage of the Peabody 
Awards dinner last Friday night (10) 
from the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
N. Y., was a juvenile comedy of 
inter-network jealousy. Because each 
network was determined to air the 
citations to its own prize-winning 
programs, but not carry the awards 
to its rivals’ shows, the three differ- 
ent broadcasts of the event were 
sketchy, incoherent and exasper- 
atingly repetitious. 

Several portions of the ceremony 
were broadcast twice, notably the 
award to Alfred Wallenstein, WOR- 
Mutual music director. WOR, New 
York, carried the actual event and 
WEAF, New York, subsequently re- 
peated that part of the proceedings 
by transcription. The long, only 
partly comprehensible rigamarole 
about the Peabody setup at Georgia 
University and the endless list of 
committee member names, was 
broadcast three times. CBS had one- 
third, too. 

Just before WEAF went on the air 
with its recording of a portion of the 
ceremonies, the station’s announcer 
attempted to create the impression 
that the Wallenstein award was 
partly based on, or at least connected 
with, the conductor’s regular appear- 
ance on the ‘Voice of Firestone’ pro- 
gram over NBC. That was patently 
ridiculous and untrue and the word- 
ing of the citation a few moments 
later demonstrated so. 

The whole spectacle of the three 
broadcasts seemed an incredible dis- 
play of infantile thinking. Neither 
the Peabody committee nor any 
other group would conceivably have 
voted anyone an award for it. Asa 
matter of fact, if the Peabody com- 
mittee had not been so snobbishly 
eager for radio exploitation on any 
terms the group would not have 
tolerated any such fantastic arrange- 
ment by the networks. 

Maybe next year the Peabody 
committee had better try setting an 
example of good broadcasting, not 
just setting up as judges thereof. 

Hobe. 


‘THIS IS WAR—No. 9’ 
With Clifton Fadiman 
30 Mins. 
Saturday, April il 
All Networks 

Norman Corwin identified ‘The 
Enemy’ last Saturday night as Ger- 
| mans, Japs, Italians, Christian Front- 
iers, Kluxers, Silver Shirters and 
|Father Coughlin’s Social Justice. 


|The list of enemies could, of course, | 


'have been extended, but (1) ‘This 
|Is War’ is only a half-hour program 
land (2) those who were omitted will 
|probably not complain. Coughlin’s 
reply may be guessed; ‘This Is War’ 
|is just another plot by the inter- 
‘national you-know-who. 

‘The Enemy’ was primarily a broad- 
caster’s inventory of the customs and 
|ideas of the Nazis and the Japs, 
|mostly the Nazis. It stressed again 
and again that the latter are not 
carelessly or casually cruel, but 
cruel according to plan, to timetable, 
to science. The inventory proceeded 
with tense musical bridges from Don 
Voorhees’ orchestra and with a 
mounting passion from Clifton Fadi- 
man, who acted as narrator. The 
picture of the Nazis was definitely 
unpleasant, bloody, frightening. 

(Fadiman’s long experience on 
‘Information, Please’ and OEM pro- 
grams gave him an assurance, in- 
tensity and authority in delivery 
worthy of a legit actor; his reading 
was a smallish tour de force.) 

No doubt we need such reminders 
of what the Nazis are like, such 
broad hints of what our fate will 
be if we fail to crush them. We are 
a good-natured people. Willing to 
believe, a lot of us that under a 
more congenial economy a lot of rats 
might have grown up to be house- 
hold pets. Only economic deter- 
minism doomed them to be vultures. 
The Nazis, so runs one all-too- 
familiar argument, have been merely 
obeying nature in seeking a more 
roomy rat-run. We mustn't condemn 
them. That would be naive of us. 
We must ‘understand!’ The whole 
moral position of the Nazis is that 
the Nazis needed more cheese and 
so resolving not to lack for plenty of 
same, they cleaned out Denmark, 
Holland, Belgium, France, Yugo- 
slavia, Poland and Greece. This was 
quite all right, because you see, they 
needed cheese and that makes it all 
right. Ethics? Oh, my dear, how 
too, too quaint. Ethics went out of 
fashion with camisoles. Where have 
you been all Hitler’s life? Land. 





‘WALLS TELL A STORY’ 
Historical 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 5:45 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 


This catchily-titled educational, 
presented by Union College and Al- 
bany branch of American Institute 
of Architects, deals with historical 
buildings and other structures of 
Eastern United States. If the series 
were written and delivered with 
more appreciation and understand- 
ing of the popular touch, appeal 
probably would be wider. 

Unfortunately, college professors 
seem inclined to be dry, technical, 
detailist when they get on the air. 

Jaco. 
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‘THE ARMY HOUR’ 
April 12; 3:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

If the Army can make up lost 
territory like it made up lost radio 
from Sunday to Sunday in its new 
‘Army Hour’ series, then the barrel- 
wearing taxpayers of 1943 may not 
feel so bad. The second program re- 
vealed an Army that seemed to be 
going places, that seemed big, and 
| snappy, and a little tough. The pro- 
gram insisted that it was a ‘military 
operation’ and not ‘entertainment,’ 
an artificial distinction which is 
probably jake with mere civilians so 
long as ‘The Army Hour’ has vitality 
and drive. Entertainment is perhaps 
only a matter of definition. Clam- 
bakes, even military ones, are a 
matter of odor. 

The second prograr went to the 
Canal Zone and talked to a gun 
crew: to a continental camp for a 
demonstration of the Browning auto- 
matic; to Randolph Field, Texas, for 
the sound of engines and the voices 
of Yanks training side by side with 
young men from Mexico, Brazil, 
Argentina, Chile. There was an 
interlude of Jeanette MacDonald 
singing ‘Beyond the Blue Horizon’ in 
Hollywood. But the big dramatic 
sock, one of the few authentic thrills 
of the war so far, was the talk in 
Washington of Lt. Col. Warren J. 
Clear, who, just back from Bataan, 
told the sad-mad story of the heroic 
defenders who never minded that 
they never had a chance. 

Along the program’s way there 
was a good deal of peppery military 
dialog. It was masculine, crisp, 
muscular stuff. As far ahead of the 
first broadcast as a combat team 1s 
ahead of a creampuff. True it must 
be reported that the Army of 1942 
seems to be composed, one man in 
every ten, of ex-announcers from 
radio stations who retain their pear- 
shaped vowels even in the rough- 
and-tumble places. Which is stream- 
lined soldiering, since Sergeant 
Quirt’s bad manners are now con- 
sidered uncouth and*not funny by 
the Marines, and this is a new world, 
a new war, a new kind of radio, Let 
Yanks be known as unique. The 
politest tough guys in the world. If, 
as reported, our courteOus ways 
have already stunned Ireland, sure 
and they'll be able to take the radio 
announcers in their stride. 

The program had spirit ana point 
of view and it had information. The 
revelation of the Latin aviation 
cadets in Texas was undoubtedly 
news to most Americans, So, too, 
was the Pan American Day stress of 
Major General Blanton Winship on 
the inter-Americas military missions 
already in Washington. But, of 
course, nothing could compete with 
the sharp, vivid, reality-bitten words 
of the man just back frem Luzon. 
His story had inate drama. It was 
told with a fierce simplicity dotted 
here and there with a quotable 
phrase like ‘there are no atheists in 
foxholes.’ It dissolved the ‘unreality’ 
of recent events, like hot sun dis- 
solves early morning fog. Land. 





‘MEMPHIS OPEN 
Auditions’ 

With Mallory Chamberlin, George 
Falder, Gene Dixon, Wilson North- 
cross, Marguerite McLellan, Joseph 
Cortese and MOAT Orchestra 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sunday, 4 p.m. 

MEMPHIS ICE INDUSTRIES 


AIR THEATRE 





UNITED CHINA RELIEF 
With Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, 

Bob Hope, Burns and Alien, 

Mickey Rooney, Loretta Young, 

ryt pe: Reg > Cash, Archi- 

a eLeish, Dayid Br 

Orchestra, —. 
One Hour 
Saturday, 9 p.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 

Charity sopens programs are sel- 
dom well-balanced broadcasts and 
this preyed no exception. It had its 
full quota of muffed cues, awkward 
moments of silence. Even the great 
Alfred Lunt was drowned out by 
an orchestra at one point. As is 
very likely to happen, too, there 
were moments of high seriousness 
and moments of shallow silliness 
and these two extremes do not mix. 
Good intentions.are supposed to ex- 
cuse all, but a good program with 
good intentions might do a lot more 
fo: the collection. 

The program opened in Washing- 
ton, where Archibald MacLeish, 
who has done the same chore on 
other occasions, read a letter from 
President Roosevelt. He was fol- 
lowed by the Chinese Ambassador 
reading a letter from the President 
of China. Then the rogram 
switched to New York, later to 
Hollywood, back again finally to 
New York for Wendell L. Willkie 
and a prophetic bit by Charles 
Martin read by Lynn Fontanne, the 
reading being superior to the lines 
read. 

Loretta Young and Elliott Lewis 
presented a bit of hubby-and-wife 
dialog that was embarrassingly thin, 
pointless and without dignity. It was 
an unfortunate choice, unworthy of 
the high purpose of the occasion. 
Bob Hope rattled through one of his 
standard benefit routines mostly 
about the California weather. Mickey 
Rooney did a surprisingly good 
routine of mimickry, but was out 
front as champion cue-muffer of the 
evening. Burns and Allen used a 
few Alienisms to lead into one of the 
hour’s straight appeals for funds. 
David Broekman offered a chande- 
lier-likeness of the ordinarily simple 
‘Deep in the Heart of Texas.’ The 
orchestra was that gaudy. Two dis- 
appointments of the hour were: (a) 
that Charles Martin's script while 
not a contemptible try, was un- 
worthy of the artist Lynn Fontanne 
and (by that Pearl Buck’s piece, 
while not very good (she’s just 
breaking in on radio writing) was 
hurriedly and monotonously de- 
livered by John Garfield who at no 
time suggested a soldier who was 
pain-wracked, mystical and Chinese. 

Here and there hints of the 
splendor of China’s fight were got- 
ten across. The galaxy of names 
rather than the production given 
them saved the occasion. Land, 


‘CELEBRITY THEATRE’ 

With Rex Stout, Tom Powers, Arnold 
Moss, Jack McBride, Myron Mc- 
Cormick, Frank Butler 

30 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Friday, 9:30 p.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 
The Brothers Lewis (Mort and 

Lester) have several times before 

explored and exploited the obvious 

truth that famous men can, without 
much straining, picture themselves 
as actors and do, in fact, dote upon 
such a picture. Whereas an earlier 

Lewis series had celebrities donning 

blackface and pretending to be min- 

strels in the present six-week show- 
casing, the idea is to pick a celeb 





| WMC, Memphis 

Initial program framed to replace 
the Metropolitan Opera Auditions of 
the Air locally turned out to be| 
pretty fair show. Slightly rough in 
spots and mis-timed, but nonetheless 
entertaining. 

Produced by organization respon- | 
sible for summer musical shows in 
Memphis’ Overton Park amphithe- | 
atre and set to run 10 weeks, series 
is a ‘search for talent’ to be used 
in the hot weather operettas. Ambi- 
tious singers are weeded out in pri- 
vate auditions and three brought to 
mike each Sunday. Winners over all 
will get MOAT contracts. 

First trio turned out pretty well. 
Wilson Northcross, a baritone who 
doubles as announcer and soloist for 
WMC, delivered ‘Ol Man River’ and 
| ‘Riff Song’ from ‘The Desert Song.’ 
Couple of local church choir larks, 
| Contralto Gene Dixon and Soprano 
Marguerite McLellan sang respec- | 
ltively ‘He Shall Feed His Flock,’ | 
| with ‘Oh Promise Me’ as an encore, | 
|and ‘Giannina Mia’ followed by ‘One | 
| Kiss.’ 
| Joe Cortese, MOAT generalissimo, | 
led a 17-piece orchestra in accom- | 
| paniment to the contestants, plus a | 
medley from ‘Hit the Deck,’ which is 
to be one of the productions this 
summer. Also played ‘Star-Spangled 
Banner’ at the opening, which seemed 
superfluous on so short a broadcast. 
Ork could use more rehearsal, but 
shows possibilities. 

Chamberlin, for- 


M.c.ing, Mallor 

mer co-owner of old WNBR (now 
WMPS), came through with a slick 
job. Hillsman Taylor, MOAT prexy, 
also had a word to say in gratitude 
to the Ice Industries of Mempnis. 
Sponsors kept their commercials to 
a pleasing minimum; incidentally, 
this job done with dispatch by 
George Falder, 

Choruses of encores had to be cut 
quickly when program began to run 
overlong toward the end, which 
made final — a bit choppy. 
Still, it rated among top-bracket io- 
cal shows of Mid-South in recent 
years and should hold much of Met | 
Auditions listening for station. 
Mart | 

















who in real life has the same pro- 
fession as the hero of a short story. 
Hence whodunit-writer Rex Stout 
impersonated a detective and hence, 
next week, expostmaster-general 
James A. Farley is to play-act as, 
quite naturally, a politican. 

Rex Stout is, of course, no stranger 
to a radio soundbox. He has been 
conspicuous in providing aggressive 
leadership of the administration’s 
propaganda. Through the Council for 
Democracy and in other ways, the 
bearded novelist has become a defi- 
nite figure in the struggle of these 
times. He possesses, too, a good, re- 
sonant, gutsy voice. So playing a 
dick from script wasn’t too utterly 
utter. Of course there were vari- 
ous lines of dialog where he came 

(Continued on page 50) 
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WIBK 


250 WATTS 


Covers Detroit’s 214 Million 
People Representing 57% 
of Michigan’s Population. 
24 HOURS A DAY 


JBK 


WANTED 


SALESMAN, ACCOUNT-EXECUTIVE 
by large, fast-growing advertising 
agency. Previous experience as 9¢- 
count-executive not essential. Salary 
with good future. Write for appoint- 
ment giving full details of experience 
and qualifications, All applications 
will be kept strictly confidential, The 
Personnel of our organization know of 
this advertisement. Write Box 53, 
VARIETY, 154 W. 46th St., New York. 
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Canada Shows 
U.S. Radio Men 


The Canadian Broadcasting Corp, 
has invited 15 representative Ameri- 


can broadcasters for a four-day tour 
of the Dominion’s war plants, serv- 
ice training camps, trade training 
schools, etc., starting Monday (20). 
Itinerary will include Montreal, To- 
ronto and Ottawa and among the 
events will be a luncheon with tne 
transatlantic ferry command, 

G.W. Johnstone and Baukhage will 
go up for the Blue Network, Bill 





’ Slocum and Lawrence Lowman will 


represent CBS and Mutual’s delega- 
tion will consist of Lester Gottlieb, 
Fulton Lewis, Jr., and Dave Dris- 
coll. Abe Schechter and Clay Mor- 
gan are making the trip for NBC. 





Marvin Mueller Quiz M.C. 


For Bowman on WBBM 


_| Gregor producing the show. 


Chicago, April 14. 

‘Play Winsom,’ new quiz show, 
bows in at WBBM under sponsorship 
of Bowman Dairy Co. Marvin Muel- 
ler will m.c. program, with Tom 
Moore announcing. Harold Graham 
and Porter Heaps provide music for 
show. 

Prizes of $200 in cash will be 
awarded listeners weekly. Quiz end 
of program built around musical se- 
lections, general questions and sound 
effects. 





Longview, Texas. — Graham W. 
Sellers announcing KFRO, replac- 
ing Bob Ferrie, who joined WLRA, 
Little Rock. 





Gonna With the Draft 


Philadelphia, April 14. 
Last week Jerry Stone, 





+ wo. ANAS. cuhlicist septe7 handavt _ 


to radio editors announcing the 
start of a new program titled, 
‘So You’re Gonna Be Drafted’ to 
be conducted by James Brown- 
ley. Show was to give prospec- 
tive selectees advice on what to 
do when they’re called up; inter- 
views with men on furlough; ex- 
perienced officers, etc. 

On Saturday, Stone sent the 
following announcement: 

‘Please kill story on ‘So You’re 
Gonna Be Drafted’ Program. 
Brownley’s number has come up. 
He reports in two weeks.’. 


ROSS HASTINGS, 27, WINS 
WGN OPERETTA CONTEST 


Chicago, April 14. 

‘Mister Mozart,’ winning operetta 
in the contest held by WGN, Chicago, 
was aired over the Mutual network 
Saturday night (11) «rom the stage 
of the Chicago Civic Opera House. 
Allan Jones and Marion Claire sang 
the leads, with Henry Weber con- 
ducting the orchesfra and Ken Mac- 




















Winning composer is Ross Hast- 
ings, 27, of Los Angeles. His prize 
was $5,000. He submitted the work 
under the title ‘America Loves a 
Melody,’ but the ‘Mister Mozart’ tag, 
selected in a series of listener polls, 
was turned in by Mrs. Ethel M. Rigg, 
of Wichita, Kans., who received a 
$1,000 prize for it. Total price money 
paid out in the contest was $10,500. 

Broadcast was the season finale for 
the ‘Chicago Theatre of the Air’ se- 
ries Saturday nights on Mutual. 





Ft. Worth.— Marshall Pope, an- 
nouncer for KF JZ, left Saturday (18) 
to join WLW, Cincinnati. 








n B. Lewis Awards’ 
To Stations Best Aiding 
War an N.AB. Event 





Several awards bearing on the war | _ 


will figure in the display feature 
this year of the convention of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
which will be held in Cleveland, 
May 11-14. Of the three awards 
dealing with the war effort two of 
them will be named after William 
B. Lewis, head of the radio division 
of the Office of Facts and Figures. 

One Lewis award will go to the 
station which has most effectively 
educated its audience concerning the 
war effort and the other will be 
given to the station which has most 
effectively inspired its audience to 
continue its support of the war ef- 
|fort. The third will be a certificate 
of award to the station which “has 
distinguished itself in the conduct of 
civilian defense activity. 

There will be the usual award for 
contributions to the art of broadcast 
advertising. 


ADRIAN SAMISCH HAS 
TEMPORARY Y&R TASK 


Hollywood, Apri! 14. 

Adrian Samisch, who left Young 
& Rubicam some months ago to take 
a film directing contract at Para- 
mount, is returning to the agency 
on a temporary assignment not con- 
nected with radio. 

Not indicated exactly what the 
job will be. 


Tim Healy for Adults 


Tim Healy has altered his nightly 
series on WHN, New York, from a 
juve stanza to a show for adults, 
called ‘The Story Behind the News.’ 
It willbe his first attempt at offer- 
ing grown-up entertainment. 














Radio Time on 
Buyers’ Market 
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1941 were sometimes made in words 


and with an attitude of condescen- 
sion that galled many a would-be 
buyer. Human nature now chortles 
with a war-produced turning of the 
tide. 


Considered highly significant among 

cluse pulse-readers is the breaking 
out after an extended period of rela- 
tively gentee! rivalry of the old style 
bare-knuckle competition between 
NBC and Columbia. This has nota- 
bly been true recently in Lever 
Brothers solicitation. Cambridge soap 
firm has long been the chief believer 
in the wisdom of demanding that 
any medium must defend itself 
against any attack upon its claims 
made from a rival source. For years 
CBS and NBC have carted their 
charts and graphs up to Boston pe- 
riodically, knowing full well that this 
was an expensive act of appeasement 
which Lever policy forced upon 
them. It was a serious ritual, but in 
recent years it remained short of 
felonious assault. Now the ferocity 
of aitack is back to the good old 
days. 
b NBC claims that CBS started the 
all-out war on each other’s coverage 
strength and weakness by recently 
going after NBC’s Lever Bros. busi- 
ness. NBC admitted last week that 
it had countered Coiumbia’s ap- 
proach to Lever with the presenta- 
tion to that account of a new set of 
coverage maps. The latter, it was 
said, were based on figures that the 
network had not used previously. 


As explained last week by an NBC 
exec, the business is getting into a 








Belgium Information Bureau Buys 


we New York 


The Belgian Information Bureau, 
educationai - propaganda feature 
news agency in the U. S. for the 
Free Belgian government, has taken 
sponsorship of the 7:25-7:30 news 
spot Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day mornings, on WQXR, New York. 


Idea is to plug News from Belgium, 
the bureau’s weekly magazine, and 
its articles citing the Belgian Congo 
as a potential source of tin, manga- 
nese, copper and rubber to replace 
the Dutch East Indies supply. Gotham 
agency placed the account. 

Same client is also using spots on 
seven eastern FM stations, but was 
recently crowded off several other 
FM outlets in New England because 
of baseball broadcasts. Belgian In- 
formation Bureau works out of the 
office of the New York consul gen- 
eral of the Free Belgian Government. 





buyer’s market and that CBS has 
apparently set out to fill its open 
time by shooting at NBC accounts. 
In talking to Lever Bros., he added, 
NBC had borne down as far as it 
could on the CBS picture and it gave 
that network ‘the works’ where it 
could. 

The information contained in the 
maps, he said, had come from a na- 
tionwide postalcard survey that NBC 
had made back in 1940. Some of the 
data was ‘so powerful,’ he continued, 
that NBC was loath to release it at 
the time, but that, now that Colum- 
bia had resumed the old style of 
give-and-take, NBC is making full 
use of its ‘secret weapons.’ 

The Lever Bros. shows on NBC are 
Burns and Allen and ‘Grand Central 
Station.’ 
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: From the Production Centres 3 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapro Trape Is Discussinc: Developing buyers market in radio— 
the coy way each network carried only part of the Peabody Awards 
ceremonies—the vast improvement in ‘The Army Hour’ in one week— 
Helen Menken going daytime—expectaricy of a second hour of clock- 
tampering for duration—Debui of ‘hate’ on the ‘This Is War’ series. 





Red Barber, who’s doing the Brooklyn Dodger baseball broadcasts on 
WHN, is also back at WOR with a nightly sports review for Feigenspan 
brewing....April 24 edition of ‘Grand Central Station’ scripted by Sidney 
Marshall....Charles Oppenheim, 3d, formerly p.a. of Jay Thorpe, has 
joined the WOR press department....John Cole now the advance man 
and announcer for ‘Vox Pop’....George Heuther, formerly with CBS 
shortwave and before that WWRL transmitter engineer, assigned to the 
Army Radio Operating School at Camp Croft, S. C.....Trudy Irwin, 
singer on the Kay Kyser show, planning Hollywood vacation to see her 
husband, ‘Mac’ Mackenzie, engineer on the Bing Crosby and Jack Benny 
programs, who is expecting draft call soon....Joseph Ripley, WOR an- 
nouncer-producer. upped to night studio manager....John Hymes, Lord 
& Thomas time buyer, last week took his first vacation in four years, a 
half-day at home to help with the moving. 

Joseph Harrington, desk assistant in the CBS news room, New York, 
has been accepted by the Army Air ‘Corps and is awaiting call to active 
duty....He is being succeeded by Billi Curtis, former pageboy....Carlton 
(Wiedenhammer) Warren, assistant program head of WOR, New York, 
and former announcer at the station, has joined the Navy as a lieutenant 
(junior grade) in communications....He is succeeded by Ira Avery, WOR 
night studio manager....John D. Whitmore, from Compton agency, joined 
the news and special features of WOR....Succeeds Alvin Josephy, who 
left to join the Office of Facts and Figures. 

Robert Newman’s ‘Man Who Hated Death,” aired March 22 on ‘Inner 
Sanctum’ as a vehicle for Boris Karloff, will be included in Max Wylie’s 
forthcoming ‘Best Broadcasts’ volume....Newman also free-lances scripts 
for the ‘Thin Man’ program....Most of the other ‘Inner Sanctum” and 
‘Thin Man’ scripts are authored by Milton Lewis....Dashiell Hammett, 
author of the original ‘Thin Man’ books, merely collects a royalty on the 
radio series, but isn’t involved in the scripting....Dinah Shore guests to- 
morrow (Thursday) when her life story thus far will be dramatized as 
the debut chapter of a new series, ‘Stars Are Made,’ via WQXR....Jean 
Lewis, a singing aspirant, will play Miss Shore in the dramatization. ... 
Katharine Seymour, spending most of her time in Washington with author- 
ship of ‘Thus We Live’ for General Mills and the Red Cross, has had most 
of the required bigshots interviewed on the show and will now stress 
everyday soldiers, sailors, nurses, etc....Incidentally, B. B. D. & O., not 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, is the agency on the show. 

Mike Sklar has succeeded William Royal as scripter of ‘Five Star Final’ 
on WMCA....Ed Byron, director of Mr. District Attorney,’ also gets billing 
as co-author of the show with Jerry McGill....Charles Newton, adaptor of 
the ‘Great Plays’ series and ‘African Trails,’ has resigned from the Blue 
network script department, effective as soon as a replacement can be 
hired....He has some free-lance assignments....Harry Rauch has left the 
Hy Gardner publicity office to join the Blue press department. ...Margaret 
Lewerth, formerly author of ‘Gay Nineties’ and co-author of ‘Story of Bess 
Johnson,’ has taken up writing the continuity for ‘Great Moments of Music’ 
.-...-Kate Smith program may go to Indianapolis for a ‘preview’ broadcast 
of the 20th-Fox picture, ‘My Gal Sal’....Donald Crisp and the Smoothies 
guest Friday night (17) on the show, with the latter returning again next 
week....Sam Fuller subbed as director of the Kate Smith broadcast last 
week, as George McGarrett was in Chicago for a spot assignment for 
Young & Rubicam....The program may soon do a tour of army camps. 

Sports announcer Don Dunphy will be married June 20 to Muriel Keat- 
ing, a secretary for the Blue network....Ray Sweeney been made morning 
editor of the N. Y. Daily News newscasts on WNEW....Violet Heming 
joined cast of ‘House in the Country,’ Blue sustaining serial....Bruce 
Kamman succeeded George Maynard as assistant production director of 
NBC-Red, in charge of musical programs....Maynard joined the army.... 
Joseph Tenenbaum, of Rockhill Radio Productions, heads a new firm, 
Rockhill Radio, Inc., to do live and transcribed shows....Associated in the 


venture are Stuart Buchanan, former CBS director; Stanley Wolf, CBS 
staff writer; Ted Cott, independent producer....Jimmy Scribner’s ‘Johnson 
Family,’ locally-sponsored series om Mutual, moved from afternoon to 
evening time, replacing Henry Morgan. 

Charles Gus Chan, Chinese staff announcer at WWRL, joins the army 
April 24... During Martin Agronsky’s illness with the flu at Melbourne, 
Sidney Albright is doing both the morning and evening news broadcasts 
from there for NBC....Pegeen Fitzgerald returned to the air this week 
with a ‘Pegeen Prefers’ shopping program on WOR....After several 
weeks’ free-lance scripting stints, Ann Louise Barley is back at work on 
her legit comedy about the radio biz. 

Harry Brown and Sol Tepper, members of Hank Sylvern’s house orches- 
tra at WINS, New York, enlisted in the Coast Guard last week, 

What happens to sales promotion department: WOR’s space is being 
converted intoa private powder room for president Alfred J. McCosker.... 
Elsie Mae Gordon lecturing in Indiana for a week. 

Boris Karloff set for three more alternate-week dates on ‘Inner Sanctum,” 
taking him through June 14....Ford Bond back on ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ and other shows after visiting ill mother in Louisville....Otto 
Kruger guests Saturday (18) on Armstrong’s ‘Theatre of Today’....H. V. 
Kaltenborn’s local sustaining outlet over WEAF for his new Pueroil show 
on NBC set back two weeks, so ‘Schaefer Revue’ stays on the air through 
May 6....Its fate is uncertain after that....Agnes Young joined ‘Just Plain 
Bill’ cast....Joe Rines and orchestra joins ‘Coast to Coast on a Bus’ on the 
Blue with the April 26 chapter, the first time there’s been music on the 
show....He’s also going into ‘Basin Street’ and ‘Swop Night’ on the same 
network....The latter program may be turned into a musical. 

Ted Malone’s ‘Between the Bookends’ show on the Blue will be offered 
for local participating sponsorship....Fritz Blocki directing ‘Portia Faces 
Life’ during illness of Roy Bailey....Walton Butterfield added to ‘Young 
Widder Brown’ cast....Kirby Hawkes, of Benton & Bowles, remaining on 
Coast several more weeks for huddles on the Shirley Temple-‘Junior Miss’ 
scripting setup....Richard Huey, formerly m.c. of the ‘Sheep and Goats’ 
show on WOR, will do a platter series, ‘Lenox Avenue Record Man,’ on 
the same station starting late this month....Rupert La Belle joined ‘Stella 
Dallas’ cast....Laurence Hammond will be assistant director of ‘We, the 
People—at War’ when it returns to the air April 26 for Gulf....Dave Levy 
remains director, with Hubbell Robinson agency supervisor, Milo Boulton 
the new m.c. and Oscar Bradiey succeeding Mark Warnow as conductor 

... Writing staff includes Ted Adams, Cecil Carnes, Joel O’Brien, Vivian 
Skinner, Paul Adams and Julia Dorne....Charles Henry, former assistant 
director on the show, into the Navy in a few days. 

Charles Sloane, of Kieswetter agency, N. Y., was pressed into service 
last week while visiting WCPO, Cincinnati, and judged a contest for a $50 
prize offered the 17 local Cincy advertising agencies for the best spot 
announcements about the station....a Mort Watters stunt....routine on 
the Kate Smith program last Friday about Ted Collins’ yacht was strictly 
a gag....Sydney Mosley giving a quiet Fleet Street chuckle at being the 
only WMCA commentator sponsored five-a-week—not long ago his Brit- 
ishness doomed him to sustaining, 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tue Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: The drain on picture and air talent for 
the multiplicity of Government-blessed programs pitching here—Jack 
Benny’s all-time C.A.B. high, something for the others to shoot at—all 
those ‘appointees’ to Government radio jobs still waiting for word and 
hoping it arrives before the summons from the draft board. 








Ransom Sherman and all hands on his soap show had another hitch taken 
up in their contracts....Tom Wallace around to see that ‘People Are Funny’ 
got away auspiciously for Wings....Don Gilman got signed playing volun- 
teer fireman to a neighbor‘s leaping flames....Sid Strotz got up to take a 
bow at Radio Producers Club and was met with a shower of rolls. That 
entitles him to become a thrower at next session....Natives coming home 
to roost transiently include Charlie Vanda, Jack Joy, Vick Knight, Bill 
Bacher and Jack Runyon....Bob Arden started his third year as KFWB 
commentator....I/ka Chase will do four programs from here while dis- 
porting thespically in ‘Now Voyager’ at Warners. She'll have to luncheon 
at some-place-or-other as there’s no Waldorf here....It’ll be eight years 
on the air for Johnson wax for Jim and Marian Jordan this week....Bob 
Moss, Blue network production manager, went for a light carving at Holly- 
wood hospital. ...Don Lee’s W6XAO resumed live telecasts to help the war 
effort....Jack Owens, songwriter, and Lorraine Elliott initiated a sustain- 





(Continued on page 36) 
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Exclusive Management 


Just completed 3rd _ suc- 
cessful season at the Holly- 
wood Beach Hotel, Holly- 
wood, Florida 


The Newest Musical Personality 


Currently appearing at the 
Carleton Hotel, Washing- 
ton, D. C., for an indefinite 
engagement. 


BROADCASTING : 
TUESDAYS—10:45-11 P.M., EWT 


THURSDAYS — 10:45-11 P.M, 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


LONDON *. NEW YORK-» CHICAGO * SAN FRANCISCO « BEVERLY HILLS « CLEVELAND © DALLAS 


MAURICE RAPPEL DIES 


| Yiddish Announcer at WWRL Came 
From Austria 








| Maurice Rappel, 41, Yiddish lan- 
guage broadcaster, died Saturday 
(11) at his home in Sunnyside, N. Y., 
after an illness of several months. 
A native of Austria, he had been 
on the stage there and in the U. S, 
before entering radio about eight 
years ago. He was Yiddish radio 
director of WWRL, Woodside, N. Y., 
and conducted the American-Jewish 
hour on WHN, New York. He had 
previously broadcast over WLTH 
and WARD, New York 

King Neisen, regular Yiddish an- 
nouncer en WEVD, New York, has 


c D D : F 0 [ V a ¥ been subbing on. the American- 


HIS PIANO 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Jewish hour and the Yiddish pro- 
grams on WWRL since Rappel be- 
came ill. 

| _ Besides his wife, Rappel is sur- 
|vived by a daughter, Ruth Storme, 
| a radio actress on English language 
| programs, and a son. 





WMC, MEMPHIS, 
PLAYS UP WAR 
PLANTS 


Memphis, April 14. 

Collaborating with local offices of 
WPB, Station WMC is presenting a 
new patriotic series, ‘Production For 
Victory,’ for 30 minutes each Satur- 
day night at 6:30 o’clock. Program 
dramatizes transfer-of plants in this 
area from civilian manufacture to 
war goods production, first being the 
Continental Can Company factory 
which is going all-out for military 
material. 

Seripts are written by Don Ander. 
son in collaboration with Milton Si- 
mon of the Simon & Gwynne ad 
agency. Production is in charge of 
John Cleghorn, Earl Moreland and 
Bill Fielding, all of the WMC staff. 

Arthur Field, head of the Contract 
Distribution Division of the WPB 
office in Memphis, is appearing on 
each program. Others acting on the 
first broadcast include M. A. Light- 
man, theater owner; Fred Sears, 
Little Theatre director; George Fal- 
der, Randall MacInness, Leon Good- 
wyn, Don Phillips, Wilson North- 
cross, Ted Fox, Joe Rose, Frank 
Wright and Ed Cook. 

This is Memphis’ first local drama- 
tizing of war production. 








‘Make More For MacArthur’ 
Rochester, N. Y., April 14, 
WHEC has its version of ‘Produc- 
tion for Victory,’ the first show ty- 
ing in with Bausch & Lomb’s ‘Make 
More For MacArthur’ Month. Her- 
bert Eisenhart, president of Bausch 
& Lomb, recited list of vital products 
made by the company and ways in 
which production is being increased. 
Army and Navy officers stressed 
need of these products by the fight- 
ing forces. 
Ken Sparnon’s orchestra played 
patriotic numbers and Walter Fol- 
mer was narrator, 


NON-B’DCAST IDEA OF 
SHOUSE HEARD BY WPB 


Cincinnati, April 14. 

At the request of the War Produc- 
tion Board’s rep WLW has forwarded 
to Washington sample records of a 
workers’ pep drive which James D. 
Shouse, WLW general manager, had 
made for the manufacturing division 
of the Crosley Corp. The programs, 
which are not to be broadcast, may 
be produced by staffs of stations and 
individualized for particular plants 
that have been converted to the out- 
put of war materials. 

The WLW disc was presented to 
city officials and newspaper men at 
a luncheon Saturday (11) and today 
(Wednesday) it will be run off at a 
special meeting of the manufac- 
turers’ division of the local Chamber 
of Commerce. 
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Now Available for New Sponsorship 
Mgt.ED WOLF RKO Bldg. 


YEARS 


New York City 
6912 HOLLYWOOD BLVD. 























Wednesday, April 15, 1942 


VARIETY 


85 





i Inside Stuff—Radio 


Harvard Law School recently held a mock trial of CBS vs. FCC on the 
issue of the anti-monopoly rules, Each year Harvard lawyers-to-be brief 
and present the contending sides of a litigation of national importance. 
Three eminent jurists are invited to hear the case and hand down a ver- 
dict, based wholly on the skill and persuasiveness, not the arguments, of 
the neophyte counsel. This year one of the three visiting jurists was 
Justice Roberts of the United States Supreme Court. The collegians de- 
fending CBS got the verdict. 

Harvarders heard CBS did not fancy the whole arrangement and that 
there was an exchange of letters, CBS contentions being dismissed with 
a few intellectual wisecracks. 








Joe Kelly, emcee of Lou Cowan’s ‘Quiz Kids’ program on the Blue net- 
work, reported at the close of last week’s show that a survey made by 
the Journal of Education, ‘the oldest teachers’ magazine in the United 
States,’ of the effects the radio program was having on the contestants, 
showed ‘100%’ of 87 Quiz Kids to date ‘definitely benefited’ by the ex- 
perience. They improved in voice, poise and mental alertness, without 
becoming egotistical, the survey revealed. The juvenile walking ency- 
clopedias also bettered the ability to express themselves, and to get along 
with other children. Best of all, said Kelly, the survey demonstrated that 
‘when they lose they can stand up to defeat like good sports.’ 





The Blue network stated Monday (13) that regardless of how General 
Mills may have used the Blue’s proposition in dickering with the Mutual 
network for a time renewal on “The Lone Ranger’ series, there was nothing 
exceptional in the terms which the Blue offered the account. The pres- 
entation which the Blue made for the ‘Ranger’ program inovlved a 45- 
minute period (5:45-6:30 p.m.) and a hookup of 60 stations, and the Blue’s 
spokesman declared that the rates quooted for the period were the same 
that would be made available to any other advertiser. In other words, 
the 6 to 6:30 portion was to be on the basis of a night-time and not day- 
time rate. 





Negotiations hetween NBC and the Radio Writers Guild for a contract 
covering news writers in the network’s Chicago office have broken down, 
but are expected to be resumed in the next couple of weeks. Meanwhile 
confabs for a contract for the NBC news writers in New York are con- 
tinuing. 

News writers in the Chicago office of CBS have joined the RWG in a 
group. Organization intends to approach CBS officials to open negotiations 
for the men. 





Pearl Buck, the novelist, is founder and president of a new body, the 
East and West Assn., which hopes to bring Orient and Occident into better 
understanding. She hopes to make extensive use of radio, a medium new 
to her. She authored a piece read by John Garfield on Saturday night’s 
United China Relief Fund broadcast. Meanwhile, Hugh Beach, ex-NBC, 
is radio director of East and West. 


i 





Al Jolson may collect $5,000 option money this week on a radio dicker 
which MCA’s Hal Hackett has been conducting for him. Anyway, the 
radio show, if and when consummated, couldn’t start until fall, as Jolson 
plans to tour the Army camp bases and entertain the boys as his bit for 
the war effort. 


HAMS BRUSH UP COURSE 





Vox Pop’s Army Dates 


‘Vox Pop,’ audience quiz Monday 











TO AID ARMY RATINGS 


Memphis, April 14. 

To help its members seeking spots 
in the Army and Navy, the Mid- 
South Amateur Radio Association 
will hold advanced classes in code 
and theory. 

Sessions are skedded for three 
nights a week, taught by Wilson 
Rainey, chief engineer for WREC, 
and a staff named by Earle F. Rebik, 
association prexy. 


R & i Beer, Staten Island product, 
opened its Diane Courtney-the Jester 
series on WJZ, N. Y., Monday night 
(13). Program is also broadcast 
Thursday nights, 











nights on CBS for Bromo-Seltzer, 
continues its tour next week (20) 
with an appearance at the Citadel, 
South Carolina state military college 
at Charleston. Neil O’Malley, regu- 
larly on ‘Battle of the Boroughs,’ 
will be guest quizzer with Parks 
Johnson. 

Tentative subsequent dates. are Ft. 
Wheeler, Macon, Ga., April 27; Little 
Norway, Canada, May 4; Texas A. & 
M. College, College Station, Texas, 
May 11; Naval Air Base, Corpus 
Christi, May 18, and Ft, Riley, Kans., 
May 25. Warren Hull, who guested 
several weeks ago with Johnson, is 
due for a return appearance. Jay C. 
Flippen, currently touring with the 
Broadway company of ‘Hellzapop- 
pin,’ may also do a guest spot on the 
program. 





All Nations Day 


Chicago, April 14. 

Gala victory show scheduled 
for WBBM, on April 19, ‘All Na- 
tions Day.’ During program 1,500 
block captains of Chicagoland 
area will be sworn in. Show will 
be fed to CBS, from city’s Coli- 
seum. 

Mayor Kelly of Chi will pre- 
side at affair, administering oath. 
Program arranged through Office 
of Civilian Defense. 


Gas Brands 


‘Stay on Air 
~ Despite Cuts 


Despite the 30% cut in gasoline 
supply imposed by the Government 
in 15 states all the petroleum com- 
panies now on the networks will 
maintain their present time commit- 
ments throughout the coming 
summer. Texaco will retain its Sun- 
day night hour on CBS, replacing 
Fred Allen with a straight musical 
show. 

For Gulf it will be ‘We, the 
People,’ while the programs of Cities 
Service, (Lucille Manners); Sunoco, 
(Lowell Thomas); Amoco and Puroil 
(H. V. Kaltenborn) will remain un- 
changed. 























‘Heure D’Operette’ Likely 
For Autumn CBC Encore 


Montreal, April 14. 


‘Heure D’Operette,’ seven French 
language operettas, sung, directed 
and conducted by French-Canadian 
artists of this province, proved pop- 
ular, judging by many reported re- 
quests by mail for their continuance 
and, in some cases, for encores. All 
proved on sparkling music side and 
were neatly compressed within the 
60-minute time limit by Jean Beau- 
det, who handled singers and or- 
chestra. Victor Brault drilled the 
chorus. 

Operettas broadcast were ‘Reve de 
Valse’, Strauss; ‘Passionement,’ Mes- 
sager; ‘Comtesse Maritza,’ Kalman; 
‘Au Pays de Sourire.’ Lehar: ‘Chan- 
s._n d’Amour,’ Schubert; ‘Fille du 
Tambour-Major,’ Offenbach, and ‘La 
Mascotte,’ Audran. 

Singers included Caro Lamoureux, 
soprano; Violeete Delisle, coloratu- 
ra; Eugenie Havard, mezzo; with R. 
A. Brunet, Charles Goulet, Paul de 
Meulles and Albert Viau, male 
voices. 

There is likelihood that the series 
will be repeated in the Fall for a 
longer time and with additional 
works given. 





Sidney Flamm, sales manager, and 
Lou Frankel, press agent, departed 
the payroll of WBYN, Brooklyn last 
week. 





Royal Canadian Air Force Band 


Among Internationals Now on Blue 





w 


SMALL TOWNS GET GAMES 


WIJPA, Washington, and WCED, 
Dubois, on Pa. Impromptu Loop 








Pittsburgh, April 14. 
Two more stations, WJPA in 
Washington, Pa., and WCED, DuBois, 
have just been added to the regional 


Westerr Pennsylvania network which 
will carry General-Mills Atlantic 
Refining broadcasts of Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates’ baseball games this season. 
Play-by-play accounts will originate 
here at WWSW. Other outlets al- 
ready set are WKST, New Castle, 
WISR, Butler, WMBS, Uniontown, 
WFBG, Altoona, and WJAC, Johns- 
town. 

Hook-up may add couple of more 
links before season is under way 
very long, with deals currently on 
the fire. Some of the outlets will be 
fed direct by WWSW with others be- 
ing serviced by local station’s FM 
auxiliary. 

Broadcasts will be handled again 
by Rosey Rowswell, with Jack Crad- 
dock assisting. 


LASSEN AGAIN TO SPIEL 
SEATTLE TILTS ON KRSC 


Seattle, April 14. 
Leo Lassen is again broadcasting 
all Seattle baseball games in the Pa- 
cific Coast League, over KRSC with 
Lundquist-Lilly, men’s clothiers, tak- 


ing over the co-sponsorship of the 
accounts with Wheaties, replacing 
Goodrich Tires. 


Night ball games on the Coast 
have been okayed by the Western 
Defense Command, with the proviso 
that crowds are kept to a maximum 
of 5,000. Regulations, naturally, are 
subject to revision, but it is believed 
that restrictions on crowds will have 
a tendency to boost listening to the 
radio accounts of the games. 


Dorothy Lewis’ New Task 


Washington, April 14. 
Add co-crdinators: Appointment 
of Dorothy Lewis, New York, as ‘Co- 
ordinator of Listener Activities’ was 
announced last week by the National 
Association of Broadcasters. Mrs, 
Lewis will ‘conduct her activities on 


a public service basis without re- 
muneration to maintain a status that 
can properly reflect unbiased public 
opinion and the reaction of the lis- 
teners,’ according to N.A.B. 

She was formerly vice-president 
of the Radio Council on Children’s 
Programs. 




















The Blue network is now airing 
a number of programs from Canada, 
Starting this week are ‘Stag Party,’ 
variety series 10:30-11 Saturday 
nights from Vancouver; the Royal 
Canadian Air Force band, 3-3:30 the 
same afternoon from Manning 
Depot, air training base at Toronto, 
and ‘Sweet and Low,’ musical stanza 
by Mart Kenny’s band, 6-6:30 Sun- 
day nights from various locations 
on tour. 

. Continuing is ‘Sur les Boulevards,’ 
musical, with Andre Durieux’s or- 
chestra and vocalists, 8:30-8:45 p.m. 
Thursdays, from Montreal. Piped to 
the network, but not carried by 
WJZ, New York, are Don Messer 
and His Islanders, hillbilly outfit 
from Prince Edward Island, 6-6:15 
p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, and the Western Five, at the 
same time Tuesdays and Thursdays. 


CLEM McCARTHY CALLS 
FOR STATION WAIT, CHI 


Chicago, April 14, 

Clem McCarthy, sports figure and 
racing authority signed by WAIT, 
will handle all broadcasts of major 
races in Chicago area. McCarthy 
tees off on new job with running 
comments from Sportsmans Park, 
April 25. 

Deal which brings McCarthy to 
WAIT, provides clearance for his 
network broadcast of Kentucky 
Derby, and other top meets through- 
out the country. 











Chet Smith Repeats Sports 


Spiels for Duquesne 


Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Chet Smith, sports editor of 
Scripps-Howard Press and co-author 
with Jack Berger of syndicated 
sports page cartoon, ‘Time Out,’ will 
again spiel for Duquesne Brewing a 
quarter hour, six times weekly sports- 
talk at 6:30 over WCAE. Walker & 
Downing agency set the deal. 

Smith began the series first of the 
month and will continue it until af- 
ter the World Series next fall. 


Australia Calling Now 


Philadelphia, April 14. 

Starting this week WIP is picking 
up the regular newscast from the 
A. E. F. in Melbourne, Australia, and 
making special recordings of the 
voices of all soldiers from Eastern 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Maryland. 

These platters will be sent to the 
families of these doughboys. 
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more children listen more to 
than to any other New York station” 


* Actually, children stay tuned to WOR 500% more listening hours than to any 


other New York station. 


Or, WOR’s juvenile shows get four times the attention from children than do the 
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juvenile shows of ALL other New York stations combined. 
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Shuler Trys to Find Support in Congress 





Political Clergyman Says 


Reputation for Vicious Attacks 


He Was Gagged — Has 





ast 


Washington, April 14. 

While the Rev. Bob Shuler, stormy 
petrel of the west coast frequencies, 
is attempting to stir up support 
among California congressmen, the 
Federal Communications Commission 
continues its scrutiny of scripts 
which he has recently delivered over 
KMTR, Los Angeles. Shuler charges 
that KMTR dropped his ‘roadcast 
April 2 on orders from the FCC. 

It is understood that the commis- 
sion after deciding whether to haul 
KMTR’s operator, Reed Callister, on 
the carpet, may turn Schuler’s scripts 
over to the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation in connection with the lat- 
ter’s current seditionist roundup. 
Complaints received by the commis- 
sion accuse Shuler of being viciously 
anti-American, pro-Axis and a 
menace to national security, while 
certain quarters siding with Shuler 
contend that his banishment is a 
New Deal move to silence criticism 
of the administration. 

Certain scripts of Shuler’s have 
been requested of the FCC for ex- 
amination by the office of Col. Wil- 
liam Donovan, co-ordinator of in- 
formation, but nothing has been dis- 
closed as to the purposes of this 
move. Shuler lost his own station 
about 10 years ago in proceedings 
which brought the first significant 
U. S. supreme court ruling on free 
speech by radio. 





Stamford, Conn. — Hugh Curtler 
handling foreign language sales for 
WSRR. 





WMC FOREARMED 


Installs Substitute Sources of Power 
‘Just in Case’ 


Memphis, April 14. 

Moving to meet emergencies pos- 
sible in war time, WMC recently 
installed an eight-cylinder gasoline 
motor at the station transmitter to 
provide power for operations in the 
event regular sources of electricity 
are cut off. 


Station also ran a second line from 
its downtown headquarters to the 
transmitter, using a different route 
from the regular one, to insure un- 
interrupted service should air raids 
or other causes put one line out of 
commission, 


Purchase of the auxiliary power 
unit was made possible under a 
WPB priority ruling that radio is a 
vital operation in time of war. 





KOMO Uses A. P. Service 


Seattle, April 14. 

KOMO is now using Associated 
Press radio wire service, with seven 
newscasts scheduled per day. Fisher 
Flouring Mills are sponsoring 
straight through, and Bob Ackeriey 
has been transferred from KJR to 
handle the news periods. 

KJR, its mate, also carries seven 
newscasts a day from the United 
Press wire, and all are sponsored at 
present. 





‘BOND WAGON’ SPREADS 


Idea Has Blessing of Treasury To 
Sell War Certificates 








Buffalo, April 14. 
‘Bond Wagon’ idea which started 
in Boston, and is spreading through 
Statler hotel chain with approval of 


Treasury Secretary Morgenthau, has 
reached here with Saturday night 
broadcasts on WKBW from local 
Statler’s main dining room. Idea is 
to get listeners to phone in pledges 
to buy War Savings Bonds. Western 
Union relays the pledges, and names 
of first received are read Over air. 
Patriotic series preemed here Sat- 
urday (11) before full audience. 
WKBW sent Em-Cees Bob Glacey 
and Bob Sherry plus Singers Elvira 
Ruppel, Fran Hines and Four Cheers. 
House band, led by Herb Hagenor, is 
als used. Drawing of names of 
pledges produces a winner, to whom 
the hotel gives a free suite, meals, 
ete., the following -week-end, when 
winner is guest on next program. 





Breslaw’s Spring Splurge 


Of Area Announcements 


Schenectady, N. Y., April 14. 
Breslaw Brothers, furniture chain 
currently sponsoring six 15-minute 
e. t. musical programs on WGY, 
Schenectady, and five 25-minute 
transcribed dance-band shows on 
WTRY, Troy, each week, have pur- 
chased a volume of announcements, 
to be delivered over three area sta- 
tions from mid-April through May. 
WOKO, Albany, will outiet 312 
plugs; WTRY, 305, and WGY, 50. 
Breslaws are pioneers in radio 
merchandising hereabouts, having 
been on the air continuously via 
WGY since 1929. Leighton & Nelson 
handle the account. 
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ACCENT ON NUTRITION 
to accent food sales! 


What's the big news in food—? The 
importance of nutrition! Today, more 
than ever, women are nutrition-minded 
...and here are 10 great nutrition- 
minded programs to sell your product! 


—_ lus for you. 
Open to a limited number of non- ? y 


competing participating sponsors, this 
radio sales “package” reaches women 
in 10 great markets—18 million women 
spending 17 billion dollars a year. And 
you can put your message across in all 


ten areas for only $1989.75 a week*! hard-hitting food seller! 


But that’s not all: Tying-in with the 
tremendous current interest in nutri- 


tion, NBC has prepared a special Nu- 


ten, to fit your distribution! 


listeners. These charts will have a wide 
distribution throughout each market 
area...constant reminders of the pro- 


grams and sponsors...a sales-building 


Where else can you buy so much for 
so little—in coverage, timeliness and 
established listening interest—? Write 
today for the 60-page presentation that 
tells the whole story of this modern, 


*For a 13-week campaign. Even less if you 
sign for 26 or 52 weeks. And, of course, you 
need not buy allten stations—buy from one to 


HERE'S THE “PACKAGE” 
10 grand shows on 
10 great stations! 


trition Chart, free to each station’s 


WBZ—A . . Boston & Springfield 


Mildred Carison’s “Home Forum*’ 


WGY . . . Schenectady 
Martha Brook's “Market Basket” 


WEAF .. . New York 
Mary Margaret McBride 


KYW .. . Philadelphia 


Ruth Wells’ Woman's Home Counselor 


WRC . . . Washington 
Mary Mason's “The WRC Home Forum” 


KDKA .... Pittsburgh 


Evelyn Gardiner's ‘Home Forum 


WTAM ... Cleveland 


Jane Weaver's “'Women's Club of the Air” 


WOWO.. .. Fort Wayne 


Jane Weston's ‘The Modern Home Forum” 


KOA ... Denver 


lora Price's “‘The KOA Home Forum” 


KPO .. . San Francisco 
Gladys Cronkhite's “international Kitchen” 


NBC SPOT and LOCAL SALES 


New York + Boston » Washington * Cieveland + Chicago * Denver * Hollywood * San Franciscu 
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Continued from page - 





From the entres | 


ing series on KECA..,.Jim McConnell, NBC’s national spot sales manager, 
checking up on biz prospects with Syd Dixon (spot sales spotter on the 
Coast....Tom Harrington closeted with Tom Lewis at Young & Rubicam 
poring over the availables for the summer stanzas to relieve such regulars 
as Jack Benny, and Burns and Allen....Oscar Bradley packing up to go 
east for the summer batoning of ‘We the People at War’....‘Fibber and 
Molly’ and Amos 'n’ Andy, who teethed on Chicago microphones, helped 
WMAQ there celebrate 20 years on the air via cutin from here. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Phillip Shukin, of ‘Carnation Contented Hour,’ not satisfied with flute, 
saxophone and clarinet, taking vocal lessons on side....Bob Thomas, 
vocalist on ‘Fitch Bandwagon,’ stationed at Camp Grant, commutes to 
NBC for weekly stint....Cab Calloway, in town for month, pulled mail 
from 45 states, in short time program has been on....Nelson Olmstead, 
NBC story teller, starts on eighth year of broadcasting....Fern Parsons, 
Jane Webb, Dick Holland, Rosemary Garbell, Kathryn Card and Bill 
Bouchey of ‘Bartons,’ sitting for pencil sketches. Artist is Dorothea A. 
Ahrens, who is making radio star collection....Betty Ames, of WBBM 
‘Between Us Girls’ program, did show from Illinois State Music Teachers’ 
meeting....George Guyon, CBS announcers’ supervisor, and Lavinia 
Sewartz, midwest education director, to Stephens College, Mo., for speak- 
ing engagement. ...Leslie J. Walker and Duke Watson of ‘Romance of 
Helen Trent’ cast to be in legit ‘Land Is Bright’ at Civic Theatre.... 
Louis Roen, NBC announcer, was appointed executive officer of Illinois 
Civilian Air Patrol. 


Governor Dwight H. Green of Illinois to narrate ‘Americans at the 
Ramparts’ for WGN, April 23....Charles Irving and Betty Arnold latest 
additions to ‘Ma Perkins’....Additions to NBC guide staff include George 
D. Cavitt and Robert Strickland....CBS farm editor Charley Stookey 
in town gathering material on egg drying for ‘Country Journal’ programs 
...-Ruth Bailey joins cast of ‘Romance of Helen Trent’....Mrs. Suzanne 
Staley, Chi housewife, winner of $1,000 jingle contest on NBC ‘Helpmate’ 
show....Added to ‘Thus We Live’ cast are Gail Henshaw, Viola Berwick 
and Angela Orr....Alexander McQueen, ‘Nothing But the Truth’ orig- 
inator, back after five weeks’ illness. Show returns to air in May, on 
WGN....Vera Lane, WBBM vocalist now with Buddy Franklin’s orchestra 
at Chez Paree....Les Tremayne, Art Van Harvey, Bernadine Flynn and 
Jonathan Hale joined for American Theatre wing booksale. 


Jonnie Neblett replaces Don Gordon on WGN ‘American Family Bar- 
gain Counter’....Larry Fay, announcer, late of WTMV and Iowa stations, 
in town making the rounds....Lee Bennett, former Jan Garber vocalist, 
first assignment as WGN announcer was to handle Garber broadcast..:. 
Ann Hunter, woman commentator of WAIT, on sick list....On return to 
air she’ll announce a new show, cooked up during illness....Ted Randall 
divorced WTMV copy department for free lance night club work. Con- 
tinues ‘Melody Man’ daily air show....Betty Winkler signed for appear- 
ance on ‘Inner Sanctum’ mystery....Frank E. Chizzini, NBC Recording 
Department manager, off to New York on business....Vacationing from 
NBC are Howard Crissey, Willard Conrad and Andrew Shomaker....Bob 
Elson will again do ‘Leadoff Man’ broadcasts as pre-game chatter show 
before major league games. 


Judy Starr, guests on NBC ‘Clue Matinee’....She’ll handle a comedy 
routine with Durward Kirby and do a few songs....Sharon Torrence, 23- 
year-old Texan, joins Blue Network as vocalist....Frances Allen replaces 
Rosemary M. Lambright as ‘womans commentator’ on WJJD. Latter went 
east to be near hubby, now in Army....Jack Drees takes a postman’s 
holiday from turfcasting by visiting tracks in Kentucky....Dave Kind 
will call the races on WIND during Drees’ vacation....Buddy Ebsen and 
Skeets Gallagher, appearing locally in ‘Good Night Ladies,’ guested at 
WJJD and WBBM....B. & O. railroad chorus guests on WGN ‘I Hear 
America Singing’ April 20....Virginia Clark’s new son named James 
Charles Bengston. She's léad on *Romante”* of” Helen’ Trent’. -;--Ceasar 
Petrillo and Mike Mangus of CBS music department collaborated on new 
tune ‘Miss Americana’....Mark Love; WHIP artistic director, signed for 
ten-day concert tour of east in June....Alex Sherwood of Standard Radio 
off on midwest tour, winding up at N. A. B. convention in Cleveland.... 
‘Breakfast Club’ on six-day spring tour....Don McNeil, Nancy Martin, 
Jack Baker, Escorts and Betty and Walter Blaufuss, conductor, play Kan- 
sas City, Springfield, Mo., Wichita and Tulsa....Proceeds from affairs will 
go to Defense and Victory committees of local stops. 


Shell Takes a Slice 























Atlantic C. Station Now 
Next to Its Antenna 





am 


gta 





Minneapolis, April 14. 
KSTP’s ‘Sunset Valley Barn 
Dance’ has added Shell Oil in addi- 
tion to renewal of Brown & William- 
son, 
Produced by David Stone. 





San Antonio.—John Kay, formerly 
of station KVIC, Victoria, Texas, has 
joined the announcing ‘staff of sta- 
tion KTSA, replacing Bob Wood- 
bury, who resigned. 

Henry Guerra, Jr., newscaster of 
station WOAI joining Air Corps, 





Atlantic City, April 14. 


Station WBAB, owned and oper- 
ated by Press-Union Newspapers, 
was moved from quarters in Con- 
vention Hall on boardwalk to newly 
constructed building two miles out 
of town, next to tower. 


Removal is big economy move. 
Saves duplication of engineers, 
transmission and rent. In addition, 
ample parking space is provided 
which was impossible at former ad- 
dress. 
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Operatic One-Reelers Possible? 





Charles O'Connell of Victor Records is reported enthusiastic about 
the business-stimulating possibilities of a new proposal germinated 


by James A. Davidson, president 


of Educational Studios, Inc. and 


business manager of various Metropolitan opera singers, and Hal 
Horne, the freelance film exploitationist. Idea is to make one-reelers 
of operatic personalities for release through film theatres a week or so 
ahead of the tra-la-la celebs making concert dates in the same town. 
United Artists would probably have the first offer of the series if and 


when actually put into spools. 
Numerous cross-tie exploitation 


stunts are valued by O’Connell. 


Whole proposition is tentative and conversational just now. 














Trenton, Only Self-Supporting Opera 


Offers Splendid 


Pagliacci With 


Two Unknowns Taking Honors 





EDWARD SMITH 
Trenton, April 14. 
The fifth and final performance 
of the Trenton Opera Association, 
only self-supporting opera company 


in the U. S. was given April 9. 
The double bill was ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana’ and ‘Pagliacci.’ 

The first named opera was not 
particularly good. Della Samoiloff 
has plenty of bellow left, but her 
tones are not always. pleasant. 
Norbert Ardelli, the Turridu, is a 
; od second string tenor. Carlo Mo- 
reili was fair as Aifio. The chorus 
was young and made mistakes, but 
me7e up for them by its enthusiasm. 

Association closed its second season 
Thursday (9) with a net profit of 
approximately $200. This is the sec- 
ond year the company has emerged 
in the black. Gross for the five per- 
formances was approximately $25,000 


By 





on a 1,900 seat house with tickets 
selling from $1.10 to $3.30 or $17.50 
for the series. Operas given were 
‘Traviata,’ ‘Pagliacci’ and ‘Cavalleria, 
Rusticana,’ ‘Carmen,’ ‘Seraglio’ and 
‘The Barber of Seville. Among im- 
portant. singers to appear were! 
Giovanni Martinelli, Robert Weede, 
Raoul Jobin, Vivian Della Chiesa, 
Carolina Segrera, Lorenzo Alvary, 
Bruno Landi, Carlo Morelli, Earl 
Wrightson, James Melton and Doro- 
thy Kirsten. 

The ‘Pagliacci’ was a different 
story. The cast was headed by 
Giovanni Martinelli, who rose from 
a sick bed to sing. The tenor domi- 
nated~the stage dramatically with 
the power and intensity of his emo- 
tion, and his singing of ‘Vesti La 
Giubba’ stopped the show as usual. 
Morelli doubling as Tonio delivered 
a virile ‘Prologue’ topped by a 
brilliant ‘A’ flat. 

Two unknown artists, however, 
stole the show. The first, Dorothy 
Kirsten, soprano, disclosed a full, 
rich, brilliant lyric soprano of ex- 
ceptionally fine quality and with a 
clear bell-like ring to her top tones. 
The singer is young, good looking, 
an excellent actress, and should 
soon be challenging the top in her 
profession, 

Earl Wrightson, baritone, as Sil- 
vio, showed a long, beautiful line to 
his singing, and disclosed a voice of 
fresh, powerful lyric quality, even 
from top to bottom, and with a good 
ringing top ‘G’. His acting was also 
excellent, vying with Martinelli, and 
his love scene with Miss Kirsten 
was standout. He too should be 
among the top-notchers in another 
year or so. Michael Kuttner led 
proceedings from the pit, and de- 
spite a somewhat unruly orchestra, 
possibly more interested in events 
on the stage than in the pit, de- 
livered a remarkable job of holding 
the performance together. 
chorus and orchestra are used. 

House was capacity and this was 
the fifth successive sell-out. 


MET AUDITION FOUR 
SUBS FOR EZIO PINZA 


Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Art Society, Pittsburgh’s oldest 
musical impresario organization, has 
booked four Sherwin-Williams’ Met 
Opera Auditions of Air finalists, 
Elwood Gary, Frances Greer, Mar- 
garet Harshaw and Clifford Harvout, 
for a concert next week (24) to 
replace Ezio PR gee recently in- 
terned by U. S. government at Ellis 
Island, 

Pinza was to have appeared here 
couple of months ago before he ran 
afoul of FBI but postponed recital 
at last minute on account of illness. 








CBRE arrose Bal wing «up, vant -S-,/peiphia 


eason, 


It’s Opera Week 


Chicago, April 14. 
Current week (April 12-19) 
has been proclaimed ‘Opera 
Week’ by Mayor Edward Kelly. 
Occasion marks 32nd annual 
presentation of San Carlo Opera 
Company at Civic opera house. 


BALLET TROUPE 
TO MEXICO FOR 
FIVE MONTHS 


The Ballet Theatre, consisting of 
65 members, after concluding a two- 
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COLUMBIA RECORDS CUTTING DEEP INTO 
VICTOR'S 40-YEAR PRESTIGE LEADERSHIP 





NYC Y. Concert Reviews 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ORCH 
Mahler’s Eighth Symphony 
Center Theatre, N. Y., April 12, 1942 


First performance in N. Y. in 26 
years of Gustav Mahler’s eighth 
symphony was presented at the 
Center theatre April 12 with the 
Radio City Music Hall Orchestra 
under Erno Rapee, seven soloists, 
and the personnels of five glee clubs. 
Over 400 participated between sing- 
ers and chorus. The long Mahler 
work is not likely to be popular. It 
is impressive in its gigantic scope 
with traces of Wagner and the 
immense power of Beethoven in 
some choral moods but it fails to 
hold interest throughout due to long 
stretchs of dull music. 


The performance as such, was ex- 
cellent with Rapee leading ‘orchestra 
and chorus and John Herrick, bari- 
tone, outstanding among the vocal- 
ists. Translation of the words into 
English was no help since only oc- 
casional phrases could be under- 
stood. Eddy. 


‘DIE FLEDERMAUS’ 
Opera 
Pythian Theatre, N. Y., April 11, ’42 
First N. Y. performance of Johann 
Strauss’s opera, ‘Fledermaus’ in over 
a decade was adequate but not a 
good presentation. The orchestra 
under the direction of Robert Stolz 
and the singers tried hard but the 
quality of both was second string, 
with few exceptions. 


Ralph Herbert bellowed much of 
his part and forced. Oscar Karlweis 
seemed to possess almost no voice at 
all, but acted well, Carlos Alexander 
also failed to show up well vocally, 
and Igo Gutman was under his own 
former class. Judith Hellwig was a 
disappointment as Adele, also being 
badly costumed and not always true 
to pitch. 

Star of the 


presentation was 


week engagement at the Metropoli- | Margit Bokor, whose lyric soprano 
|stopped the show time and again. 


tan Opera House, N. Y., on April 19, 
will leave for Mexico City, where 
at the request of the Government 
of Mexico, it will spend five months 
giving performances in the Palais 
de Bellas Artes and in outlying dis- 
tricts near Mexico City. 


The company will have 103 dates 
for its first American tour, starting 
next fall at an average of $2,250 per 
engagement. It is booked with the 
Detroit, 
St. Louis, Cincinnati, Minneapolis, 
National, Seattle and Pittsburgh 
Symphony orchestras next season, 
leaving enly the N. Y. Philharmonic, 
Philadelphia and Boston of the ma- 
jor symphonies not on its program. 


First named two are expected to 
take the ballet while Boston’s fight 
with the A.F.M. prevents the ballet 
from appearing with it. 


Artur Rubinstein Set For 
48 Next Season; Pianist 


To Give Mexican Recitals 








Arthur Rubinstein, who played 55 
engagements this.year at an average 
of $1,500 per, 
for next season, The Polish pianist | 
for the year ending Oct. 1, 1941, re- 
ceived $25,000 in royalties from his | 
recordings from RCA Victor, mean- 


ing that company sold $250,000 of | work 


his records. 


San Francisco, Cleveland, | 


is set so far for 48| 


| Soprano had the ‘E’s in alt for 
| cruel 


the 
tessitura and the dramatic 


| ability as well. She looked and acted 


| Sunday 
$52,000 including $10,000 raised at a 





| 
| 


| 


He is planning concerts in Mexico | 


this summer and will spend the bal- | 
}ance of his time at his home in | 
Local | 


Brentwood, Cal. 


Cleveland Seeks Coin 
Support for Symphony 


Cleveland, April 14. 





From April 15 to May 1, Cleveland |€mpty music by Weinberger, and ¢ 


Symphony orchestra will conduct its 
annual maintenance fund drive to 
raise $70,000. 

Last year 3,900 Clevelanders con- 
tributed; this year 5,000 are wanted. 
Orchestra has been functioning for 
24 years. Now under baton of Artur 
Rodzinski. 





MENUHIN’S 40-DATE SEASON 

Yehudi Menuhin will open a 40- 
date concert tour in October in the 
Northwest. The violinist ends a sea- 
son of the same amount of dates 
April 20 in Albuquerque, N. Mex- 
jeo. 

peenge t will appear in the Phila- 
Dell July »27. and -in- Lewi- 
fsohn Stadium. 





|night was poor, 





well, 

Stoltz in the pit held proceedings 
together against his hardicaps in 
professional style. Eddy. 


At The Ballet 


Ballet Theatre ended its first week 
of a split two-week season at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y., 
(12) with a total gross of 











Russian War Relief benefit April 10, 
and an attendance of 31,000 patrons, 
for nine performances. 


Ballet Theatre (playing at Metro- 
politan Opera House) reached 
heights last Wednesday in excellence 
of presentation. The world premiere 
of Anthony Tudor’s ‘Pillar of Fire’ 
unfolded brilliantly to grip the 
watcher through successive climaxes 
of dramatic intensity. Nora Kaye, as 
the girl, gave a portrayal of many 
nuances. 

‘Swan Take,’ ‘Pas de Odette’ and 
‘Princess Aurora’ made up the bal- 
ance of a swiftly-paced, superbly- 
danced program. 

On Friday the same organization 
presented. its first performance of 
| ‘Giselle’ with Alicia Markova in top 
| flight. 
|pals and supporting cast made this 
a standout interlude of twinkle-toe 
Filling out the program, 


‘Three Virgins and a Devil’ seemed | 
slow and a bit stilted in comparison, | 


Ithough the presentation was high 


class. ‘Princess Aurora’ closed. 





Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
opening at the Metropolitan on the 
heels of the Ballet Theatre, dif not 
fare as well in performance or en- 
thusiasm. The repertoire for opening 
including ‘Saratoga’ 
which remains a hollow shel, with 

rather ridiculous scenario. The com- 
many just went through the motions, 
and many mistakes including one 
tumble was made. Spring engage- 
ment often shows fatigue. 

‘Labyrinth’ was successful as a 
ballet mostly in the brilliant reading 
given Shubert’s Seventh Symphony 
by .Efrem Kurtz. The conductor's 
firm steady beat and fiery en- 
thusiasm made the music vital and 
alive although he was not responsi- 
ble for the surrealistic ballet. Set- 
tings of Dali were impressive but the 
dancing was not. 

‘Gaiete Parisienne’ closed the ¢ve- 
nings performance in a far more 
interesting way, and showed what 
the Ballet was capable of accomp- 
lishing given more suitable material. 
Again Kurtz’s conducting was out- 
standing in the Offenbach score 


Superb work of other princi- | 


The Columbia Recording Company, 
since it passed under the ownership- 
management of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System, has quietly pro- 
ceeded to challenge and already has 
partly stolen the prestige leadership 
in classical music recordings held for 
practically 40 years by Victor. The 
outlines of what has been happen- 
ing in this field are only gradually 
becoming apparent but the story to 
date already constitutes one of the 
classic reversals of the one-two pres- 
tige positions in a highly specialized 
sphere. 

Columbia has not as yet topped 
Victor in gross. That miracle would 
be too much to expect. 
cut heavily: and deeply into Victor’s | 
business and prestige. 


advantages: 


instead of specializing. 
2. There is too little personal ap- 
peal to artist or dealer. 


The drive behind Columbia is 
largely credited to new sales meth- 
ods injected by the sales brains of 
the CBS network. From the begin- 
ning the blueprints for the disc ex- 
pansion have been drawn up at 485 
Madison, executed at Bridgeport. A 
close liaison exists at all times be- 
tween network and record-makers 
and William S. Paley, president of 
the web, has personally interested 
himself in the total planning prob- 
lem. 


A topic of frequent conversation 
among the operatic and recital peo- 
ple who also make records is the 
contrast of royalty payment checks 
now forthcoming from Columbia as 
compared to fees Victor has recently 
paid the same artists. And this, they 
point out, is accomplished against 
Victor’s undoubtedly better distribu- 
tion set-up with all the advantages 
of 40 years of doing business. 


The Caruso Days 


There is a good deal of talk in 
the trade as to the energizing effects 
of CBS management drive. Compe- 
tition has been good for all, some 
dealers and artists believe. They 
view as telltale the surpassing of the 
‘golden era’ sales figures of 1910-1920 
when Victor was equipped with 
every advantage of unchallenged 
leadership, prestige, a monopoly on 
big names and, above all, in sole 
possession of Enrico Caruso whosé 
discs sold by the tens of thousands 
monthly. 


From the time of the old Ber- 
liner and Eldridge Johnson days in 
the middle 1890’s and early 1900's, 
Victor has dominated the classical 
record field to an almost unbeliev- 
able extent. Its only real opposi- 
tion came in 1903, when the old Co- 
lumbia label beat it to the punch by 
placing a celebrity series of Metro- 
politan artists including Edoard De 
Reszke, Giuseppe Campanari, Mar- 
cella Sembrich, Suzanne Adams, 
Ernestine Schumann-Heink and An- 
tonio Scotti on the market. Victor 
countered with the release of its 
|fabulous 5,000 series of recordings 
of famous artists of Europe and the 
fight was a short one. Soon Victor 
cornered the important stars, it paid 
better royalties, it devoted itself to 
|}experimentation which captured the 
fancy of the public, and it handled 
its artists better. Columbia gradu- 
|ally faded into the background, and 
| with hardly a flare up, the same sit- 
uation prevailed until 1939, 

Late that year the Columbia 
Broadcasting System decided to push 
its recordings once again. It hired 
Edward Wallerstein as its president, 
the same Wallerstein who a half 
dozen years before had directed the 
enfeebled Brunswick Record Co., 
Wallerstein hired a staff of young 
men. 


Columbia adopted several basic 
policies, among them 


1, Publicity for interpretative art- 
ists, not for composers. 

2. Signing up all the symphonies 
not tied to Victor ‘Chicago, Min- 
neapolis, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Phil- 
harmonic, etc.). 

3. Attracting established artists 
habitually and tempermentally pro- 
Victor by dazzling them with 
national magazine advertising de- 








As the trade sizes up Victor’s pres- | 
ent operations there are these dis-| actual 


Geis Desifieidion Challenged by New Sales General- 
ship Credited to Broadcasting Network Brains— 
Attracts Many Big Artiste 


signed to build up Columbia artist 
prestige. 

4. A price slash. This is what hurt 
most. 

Daring Tactics 

Columbia revealed daring tactics 
in connection with price. For 17 
years Victor had pegred 12-inchers 
at $2 and 10-inchers at $1.50. It was 
the habit of Victor to stock its 
dealers in the summer months for 
the fall. Columbia lagged de- 
liberately in seeking orders, then on 
July 31, 1941, Columbia kicked Vic- 
|tor in the shins by wiring every 
‘dealer in the country that its classi- 
cal records would be $1 and T5c 
respectively. After two painful 





But it haS| weeks of dilemma Victor had to fol- 


|low suit, but meantime was badly 
| out of step. 

Although Columbia could not raise 
royalty rates to artists it 
adopted various publicity and adver - 


1. Executives do too many things) tising devices to please them’ Among 


|other stunts it had paintings made 
|of the virtuosi for exploitation pur- 
poses, then made a persona! hit by 
making them a gift of the oils. 

Former Victor names now with 
Columbia, plus those who previously 
had not recorded at all, include: John 
Barbirolli, Sir Thomas Beecham, 
Adolph Busch, Leopold Stokowski, 
Lotte Lehmann, Lily Pons, Bruna 
Castagna, Nino Martini, Lauritz Mel- 
chior, Nelson Eddy. ; 

Astrid Varnay, Herbert Janssen, 
the major symphonies previously 





mentioned, Charles Kullrnan, Paul 


| Robeson, Roland Hayes, Bidu Sayao, 


| Josephine Antoine, 


Salvatore Bac- 
Bartlett and Robertson, 
Robert Casadesus, Andre Kos- 
telanetz, Guiomar Novaes, Em- 
manuel Feuermen, Gregor Piaticor- 
sky, Fritz Reiner, Rise Stevens, 
Joseph Szigeti, Igor Stravinsky, 
Bruno Walter, Rudolf Serkin, Robert 
Weede, Felix Weingarten Orson 
Welles, the Don Cossack Chorus, etc. 


First St. Louis Symphony 
Discs in 20 Years Now 
Being Cut for Victor 


St. Louis, April 14. 

The St. Louis symphony orchestra 
is making recordings for RCA-Vic- 
tor currently under the baton of 
Viadimir Golschmann. Wound up its 
6lst consecutive season last week 
and immediately began cutting the 
waxes under the direction of Charles 
O'Connell, conductor of the Victor 
company, who recently made a p. a. 
as a guest artist. Among the com- 
positions to be put on wax are 
Prokofieff’s ‘Symphonie Classique’; 
‘Sibelius’ Seventh Symphony,’ and 
Milhaud’s ‘Suite Provencale.’ 

This is the first time in 20 years 
that the local tooters have made a 


caloni, 











| recording, 





| Ballet Russe, 


the last being a series 
for the Columbia company at the 
conclusion of the 1934-35 season. 


EFREM KURTZ DUE FOR 
WB FILM IN AUTUMN 


conductor of the 
will leave for the Coast 








Efrem Kurtz, 


jin September to work on a film for 


|Warner Bros. 


He made a number 
of shorts of the Ballet for the com- 
pany last year. 

Kurtz is conducting the appear- 
ances of the Ballet Russe at the 
Metropolitan Opera House at the 
present time, and will also appear 
at Lewisohn Stadium this summer. 


Robeson Big in Montreal 


Montreal, April 14. 

Paul Robeson recital at 1,600- 
seater, His Majesty’s, here Friday 
(10) jammed the house, together 
with standees and fans seated on 
stage for a gross of $3,800, excel- 
lent. Prices ranged from $1.65 to 
$3.32 tax included. 

Louis H. Bourdon promoted event. 











Salzedo-Le Koy - Scholz - Salzedo 
Ensemble will have had 48 concerts 
this season when they end their tour 





this month. 
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Band Reviews 





AL STUDER ORCHESTRA (5) 
With Audrey Hines 

Hotel President, Kausas City. 
Kansas City 

Al Studer’s little group originated 
in St. Paul and over the past seven 
years has gained a considerable rep- 
utation thereabouts as the Knights 
of Note. This is their first sojourn 
in K. C. and the first American type 
ensemble the Drum Room of the 
President has had since near its 
opening last fall, usually allotting its 
bandstand to the Latin-American 
type of musicians. Trend is not to 
be broken for long, however, as the 
Latin tempos will be resumed by 
the: incoming band after this en- 
gagement. 

Studer’s group classes as a unit of 
musicians rather than as an en- 
gemble, since all members have fea- 
tured parts. Unit is not at its best 
here, however, since the loss to the 
armed forces last week of Carl Hick- 
man, trumpeter and vocalist, who 
was featured in a majority of the ar- 
rangements penned by Studer. 
Leader himself deals out plenty of 
good ivory work, the more remark- 
able as this is his first job since a 
car crash eracked some bones and 
tore his forearm muscles, resuiting 
in plaster casts and specialist’s care 
for two months. 

New horn man, Huck Round, adds 
to the group by his playing of the 
trumpet and the mellophone, seldom 
seen in pop music groups of any size. 
He hasn’t worked into unit as yet, 
however. with smoothness which it 

eeds. The vocal department group 
s fortunate in having Audrey Hines 
and her sweet contralto. Doc Sim- 
mons adds some vocal work to his 
guitar strumming, and group is com- 
pleted by Mack McGrath, on clarinet 
and sax, and Don Magnus on string 
bass. 

Following its three weeks here, 

tuder band returns to the Gonvher 

oom of the St. Paul hotel, St. Paul, 
its home stamping ground. Quin. 


ERNIE CUMMINS ORCH 
ith Walter Cummins’ Adrene Hol- 
land 
Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 
Bernie Cummins is no newcomer 
in the Terrace Grill of the Muehle- 
bach. His rep holds from numerous 
dates here since he entered the orch 
sweepstakes back in 1923, and later 
from a 1939 date at the Tower thea- 
tre and several weeks on the Sky- 
y Roof of local Hotel Continental 
n 1940. His appearance simultane- 
ous with the ending of Lent and the 
advent of spring activity combine 
for a favorable fortnight in the Grill. 
Among the modern stylized bands 
Cummins attempts no particularly 
strong entry preferring rather a 
group based on general appeal that 
as been his forte for nearly two 
decades. Cummins claims that the 
tired business man’s bounce is still 
e most preferred of all dancing 
y thythms and concentrates on that 
style in his arrangements. Portfglio 
is embellished with the modern tap- 
pings such as rhumbas and congas, 
and band sums up as moderately 
sweet in style. Variety of arrange- 
ments are turned out by Paul Crum- 
augh, youthful trombonist: 
torey and Murray Stalter (a home 
town boy), both of the reed section, 
and John Lynch, pianist. 
On vocals Walter Cummins, lead- 


Stan | 


obliges with a capable ballad style. 
Adrene Holland, is a recent addition 
to the personnel. A rhythm singer, 
she’s okay on eye appeal. Leader 
steps to the mike with an occasional 
talk-patter vocal, but it’s not his 
particular forte. Notable is the fea- 
tured fiddle trio of Paul Miller, lead 
fiddler, with reedists Eddie Sullivan 
and Stalter doubling. Personnel is 
completed with Horace _ Rollins, 
string bass: Gordon Heidrich, drums; 
Bobbie Wilkinson and Thurman 
Sheeler, trumpets; Horace Perazzi, 
reeds, and Walter Cummins, guitar. 
Quin. 


LARRY FUNK ORCHESTRA (7) 
With Betty Harris 
Olympic Hotel, Seattle. 


Using three reeds, trumpet, string 
bass, piano and drums, with Larry 
Funk himself performing in front 
with his banjo on some numbers, 
this outfit fits in nicely here, play- 
ing for dinner dancing in the Geor- 
gian Room (7:30-9:30), and for sup- 
per dancing (10-1 a.m.) in the Olym- 
pic Bowl. Group uses lots of old 
numbers, with most on the sweet 
side, which is right for the crowd 
in the Georgian Room—mostly on 
the older side. 

There’s no cover for dinner, but 
a minimum of $1.50, with lowest 
priced dinner at about $2.25, keeps 
the younger crowd away. 

Betty Harris is called on about 
every other number, carrying her 
assignments easily. Voice is on the 
quiet side, but carries \-ell on the 
p.a. system for an effortless, natural 
charm. 

Funk fronts the crew in good 
fashion, and seems to have already 
built a following here. Reed. 


BARON ELLIOTT ORCH (11) 
With Mary Kreig, Jack McCarthy, 
Stardust Trio 
O’Henry’s Ballroom, Chicago 
In for second season at O’Henry’s 
Baron Elliott captures young dancers 
with smooth style and soft tempoes. 


A suburban ballroom, 18 miles from 
city, spot caters to smart clientele. 

Band, built around strong sax 
section (4), gives out with new kind 
of sweet swing that takes. Though 
theme of ‘stardust melodies’ is 
carried out in programming, gang 
does solid job of jive stuff. Elliott 
gives able direction and keeps band 
well balanced. All men are able 
doublers, both in brass and vocal. 
Sonny Faigen and Pee Wee Lewis, of 
brass section, hold up comedy end. 
Their routines are smart and Elliott 
uses them to good advantage. 


Vocal assignments are carried by 
Mary Kreig, a sweet swinging 
femme boasting good looks, and Jack 
MacCarthy, balladeer, who turns in 
an excellent job of miking. Babe 
»Rhodes, Bill Douglas and Dick Mack, 
as ‘stardust trio,’ do well with both 
sweet and scat stuff. 


Spot, open Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, carries a CBS 
wire, with band aired for half-hour 
every night. Place can handle 
around 3,500 nightly and plays to 
good biz. Customers are smart look- 
ing kids from country-side’s better 
homes. Loop. 





| 





| 











Band Bookings 


17, Park T., 
Yankee Lake, 





Red Norvo, April 
Meadville, Pa.; 18, 


er’s brother, has been featured as Brookfield, O.; 19, Keith-Albee T.. 
long as the band has existed, and he | Huntington, 


W. Va.; 20, State T.. 
Uniontown, Pa.; 21, Maryland T., 
Cumberland, Md.; 22, Columbia T., 
Sharon, Pa.; 23, Warner T., Morgan- 


town, W. Va.; 24-30-, Colonial T., 
Dayton, O.; May 1-7, Century T. 
Buffalo. 


Will Bradley, April 25, Hood C., 
Frederick, Md.; 26-May 9, Roosevelt 
hotel, Washington, D. C. 


Dick Stabile, May 1, U. of Con- 
necticut, Storrs; 4, Fire Dept., Natick, 
Mass.; 5, private party, Worcester, 
Mass. 

Simmie Lunceford, April 21, Gray- 
stone B., Cincinnati; 23, U. of Pitts- 
burgh Alumni; 28, Capitol B., Steu- 
benville, O.; 29, Armory, Louisville, 
Ky. 

Tommy Reynolds, April 17, Seina 
C., Loudenville, N. Y.; 18, Smith C., 
Northampton, Mass.; 19, Roseland 
B., Taunton, Mass.; 24, Plaza hotel, 
New York; 25, Menora Temple, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; May 1, Springfield 
C., Holyoke, Mass.; 2, Essex House, 
New York; 3, Babbs Park, South- 
wick, Mass. 

Charli: Spivak, April 23, Carolina 
T., Columbia, S. C.; same day, U. of 
South Carolina, Columbia; 24-25, 
Citadel, Charleston, S. C.; 26, Lucas 
T.. Savanah; 27, Cherokee Ranch, 
Augusta, Ga.; 28, Carolina T., Char- 
lotte, N. C.; 29, National T., Greens- 
boro, N. C., 30, Old Dominion C., 
Newport News, Va; May 1, Bellevue- 
Stratford H., Philadelphia; 2, Arm- 
ory,, Wilmington, Del,; 3, Ritz B., 
Bridgeport; 4, Pennsylvania H., N.Y.; 
indefinite. 

Jimmy Dorsey, May 3, Arena, New 
Haven, Conn.; 4, Aud., Worcester, 
Mass.; 5, Arena, Hartford, Conn.; 6, 
Temple U., Philadelphia. 

Sonny Dunham, May 1, Civic Aud., 
San Jose, Cal.; 2, Casa de Vallejo, 
Vallejo; 4, Sweet’s B., Oakland; 6, 
Civic Aud., Stockton; 7, Civic Aud., 
Hansford; 8, Rendezvous B., Balboa 
Beach; 9-10, Mission Beach. San 
Diego, 

Glen, Gray, April 17, Alcazar B., 
Baltimore; 20-22, Lyric T., Bridge- 
port; 30, week, Adams T., Newark, 
N. J. 

Bobby Byrne, April 24, State T., 
Greenwood, S. C.; 26, Plaza T., Ashe- 
ville, N. C.; 29, State T., Winston- 
Salem, N. C.; 30, Carolina T., Green- 
ville, N. C.; May 1-2, U. of Georgia, 
ae 8-9, Clemson C., Clemson, 


B. G 

Claude Thornhill, April 24-25, VPI, 
Blacksburg, Va.; May 13, Loyola U., 
Baltimore; 14, Glen Island Casino, 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Stan Kenton, May 2-3, Yankee 
Lake, Brookfield, O.; 7, Worcester 
College, Worcester, O.; 9, three 
weeks, Valley Dale, Columbus, O. 

Will Osborne, “May 2, Castle Farms, 
Cincinnati; 8, four weeks, Edgewater 
Beach H., Chicago. 

Bob Allen, April 28-May 2, Ray- 
mor B., Boston. 

May 14, 


Mitchell Ayres, 
Central T., Passaic. 

Bill Bardo, Apri] 28, four weeks, 
Riviera C., Columbus, O. 

Lou Breese, April 30, Trianon B., 
Terre Haute, Ind. 

Freddie Fischer, four weeks, Club 
Lido, South Bend, Ind. 

Ray Kinney, April 24, week, Pal- 
ace T., Cleveland; May 7, week, 
Hipp T., Baltsmore. 


week 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





of more than one band or vwocalist 


and respective publishers.) 
1. Moonlight Cocktails (7) Jewel... 


2. String Pearls (7) Mutual........ 





| 
| 
| 4. Jersey Bounce (2) Lewis........ 


5. Tangerine (2) Paramount 


“ee ener 


7. Don’t Want Walk (6) Paramount 


10. Someone’s Rockin’ (3) Advance 


number of weeks in parenthesis are 


Bomnetineee - CHOC) «osc ccccccvesvies 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


| 3. Somebody Else Tak’g Place (6) Shapiro. } Benny Goodman...... 


eee eee 


6. Deep Heart Texas (8) Melodylane...... 


8. Street of Regret (5) Loeb....... 


9. Miss You (4) Santly....ccccccoes 


Arthur Murray Taught Dancing (<amous).. 
What to Do (Leeds)............055. 
Zoot Suit (Greene-Revel)............ 


Johnny Doughboy Found Rose (Crawford). 


Always in My Heart (Remick)...... 
Nursie, Nursie (Chappell) .......... 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebozes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 


Names 
after the title indicates, in order of 
Figures and names in 


{ Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 

pvr | Tommy Tucker.......Okeh 
{ Glenn Miller...,...Bluebird 

aie ** ) Woody Herman.......Decca 
Okeh 

| Russ Morgan..........Decca 

{ Benny Goodman.......Okeh 

Bb aa St } Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


{ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
| Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 


{ Alvino Rey......... Bluebird 

| Bing Trosby.......... Decca 

{ Harry James...... Columbia 

Bh Becta | Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
{ Sammy Kaye......... Victor 

ae ae | Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 
5 eet Ae... cvteeces Decca 

> yr **) Sammy Kaye.........Victor 
| SOO, Soke eee. Decca 


) Woody He-man.......Decca 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 


Tunes ith 
fading, others gaining.) 


{ Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 


Sg debe nn | Tommy Tucker........Okey 

Don't Sit Under Apple Tree (Robbins)....... Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
P § Benny Goodmen....... Okeh 

My Little Cousin (Doraine).............. ‘+ 1 Jimmy Dorsc. .....-..Decca 
Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 

I Remember You (Famous).............. a Harry Jaines...... Goiiebio 


Guy Lombardo........Decca 


How Do I Know It’s Real? (Chappell)..... } Guy fe Martin. .... Bluebird 


(Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 
ks ewe Andrews Sisters .....Decca 
yl. < R Columbia 
= hee | Andrews Sisters......Decca 


{Tommy ‘ucker........Okeh 
) Kenny Baker.........Decca 


eeeeees-dimmy Dorsey........Decca 


Niele de a Connee Boswell.......Decca 





On the 


Will Osborne opens at Chicago’s 
Edgewater Beach hotel on May 5 
for four weeks, to be followed with 
two weeks at Tune Town Ballroom, 
St. Louis. 





Ina Ray Hutton goes into the Val- 
ley Dale, Columbus, O., April 24 for 
two weeks, and on May 10 takes 
over bandstand at Roosevelt hotel, 
Washington, for fortnight. 

Milton Page, former staff organist 
of station WOAI, San Antonio, has 
joined the Ted Fio Rito orchestra as 
pianist. 





Stan Kenton has added Ted Repay, 
from Ted Fio Rito, to his piano 
post, so leader can devote more time 
to front band. Eve Knight, former 
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Lyric 





RCA BL 


For His Spectacular New Song 


NIGHTINGALE 


Music by XAVIER CUGAT 
AND GEORGE ROSNER 


Columbia's Chicago Jobber Has Just 
Placed an Advance Order For 10,000 
Records of Cugat’s Own Recording 


by FRED WISE 
e 








D.G. 


FRANK 





For Turning Over To Us 


HE'S 1-H 


THE ARMY 


(AND HE'S A-1 IN MY 
e 


Acclaimed by Soldiers and Citizens. 
As The Greatest "Morale" Song 
To Be Written During This War: 


“KEEP 'EM SINGING” 


EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 
RADIO CITY 
HENNIGS, Gen. 
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Upbeat 


Clyde Lucas vocalist, 
Kenton. 


also joined 





Cootie Williams’ new trumpeter 
recorded first four sides for Okeh 
in Chicago last week. 





Paul Moorehead has fourth exten- 
sion of contract with the Paxton 
hotel, Omaha. 





Frances Wayne, who was Frances 
Claire while singing with her 
brother’s band—Nick Jerrett at 
Kelly’s Stable, New York City, and 
previously in Boston spots—joins 
Charlie Barnet Thursday (16). 





Danny Richards has left vocalist 
spot with Bunny Berigan to go into 
the Army. He’s husband of Kay 
Little, femme vocalist with Berigan. 





Jerry Wald band has been signed 
by Decca Records. Wald is at Lin- 
coln hotel, New York. 





Chico Marx orchestra is to record 
for Elite label. First date April 29. 





Lawrence Welk at Trianon ball- 
room, Chi, in seventh engagement at 
spot. 





Ray Kinney part of twin bill with 
Welk at Trianon ballroom Sunday 
(12). 





Orrin Tucker in for six weeks at 
Aragon, Chi, 





Dick Jurgens band left Chi for 
eastern engagements. 





Bill Oblak, Bob  Allen’s first 
trumpeter, left to join Jimmy Dor- 
sey. 




















“A NEAT ENTRY” 
—Variety, Mar. 11, 1942. 


“More Than You Know” 
AN 


“Down in Double” 


OKEH Record No. 6584 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 





Per. Mgt.:, MILTON EBBINS . 
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Inside Stufl—Orchestras 





Zip Kayes, with Abe Lyman’s orch for more than 20 years as sax player, 
left the leader recently to return to California to care for his widowed 
mother. Kayes for the past number of years had been handling some of 
the Lyman band’s routine business, such as transportation, etc. 

Warren Smith, trombonist and another Lyman vet of some 15 years, 
also recently left the organization to go into business with his brother in 


a California war factory. 


Kayes was with Lyman virtually from the start of the latter’s incursion 


into the big-time band field. 


Lyman was a drummer, known as the ‘Daf- 


fodil Kid,’ and working in small Coast spots when the late Herb Somborn, 
originator of the Brown Derby restaurants and first husband of Gloria 
Swanson, persuaded him to branch out. 





Columbia Records is recalling its old labels on Phil Spitalny’s ‘Vigi- 
lantes’ recording of the old ‘American Patrol’ march, and will caption 
t ‘We Must Be Vigilant,’ to’ tie in with the Edgar Leslie lyric to the 


traditional American march. 


Spitalny’s jukebox reaction of this disk 


has prompted Columbia to give it an all-out sales impetus, with an eye 


to a larger coin-machine market, 
waxing. 


than merely as just another patriotic 
It’s for this reason that Col. 


is releasing it as a special solo, not 


as part of any album. ~The quick sales reaction caused Bregman, Vocco 
& Conn to commission Leslie to write a pop lyric, and tie in as part of 


the sales ballyhoo. 





Last of the four jam sessions conducted by Eddie Condon was run off 


at Town Hall, New York, Saturday (11), to a full house. 


It was the most 


successful of the series, financially and from a. performance standpoint. 

Condon has arranged to continue these sessions qn Saturday afternoons 
next season; 15 affairs have been booked into Town Hall, running Oct. 10 
until May, on alternate weeks, and three have been set up for Carnegie 


Hall on weekday evenings. 


Latter will be by Duke Ellington’s band and 


John Bubbles (Buck and); another by outstanding instrumentalists in a 
‘Jazz Music by George Gershwin’ program; third by Earl Hines. 





‘Swing to Symphony’ 
by Roly Rogers’ 


is the theme of a display booth te be conducted 
orchestra at the New England Hotel Men’s Exposition 


to be held at the Hotel Statler, April 29, 30, May 1. 


This is a convention innovation, 


with Rogers showing hotel men the 


versatility of his own orchestra plus units he books, 








Cuba Relaxes Ban on Yank Music 


Les Leiber Does Three Weeks for Cadena Azul 


(Sponsored) From Havana 


———_—— + 


Les Leiber, who formerly did a 
flute specialty with Paul Whiteman’s 
orchestra, left New York Friday (10) 
for three weeks of ‘good neighbor’ 
dates in Cuba at the head of a six- 
piece jazz combination. It’s first time 


Cuba has relaxed a tight ban against 
U. S. musicians, and Leiber goes 
with the sanction of U. S. authori- 
ties He and his men trained to 
Florida and flew to Havana. 


headed by 
opened Monday 
week run on radio 
Azul, sponsored by a cigaret 
pany. In addition, it has 
booked for two weeks of theatre 
work, but is to stay in Cuba only 
three weeks, one theatre stanza 
overlapping the radio job. Art Ryer- 
son, guitar; Sanford Gold, piano; 
‘Frenchy’ Cuatte, bass; a trumpeter, 
and vocalist Jane Leslie 
the outfit. 


Leiber’s alto 
(13) a two- 
station Cadena 


Group, 
sax, 





comprise | 


| 
| 


com- | 
been | 





Deep in the Blues 





Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Right after Wayne King’s first 
stage show at the Stanley last 
week, management asked him if 
he’d drop ‘Blues In the Night’ 
from his repertoire for the re- 
mainder of his engagement. 
Waltz King wanted to know why. 
Theatre told him. It’s been 
played at Stanley now for 10 
consecutive weeks by 10 differ- 
ent bands. 

King agreed 
enough reason, 


this good 


was 











‘MILLER AT SHERMAN 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Leiber is presently partnered with | 


Hal Davis in publicity work in N. Y., 
a combination to be broken up April 
22 when Davis goes into the Army. 


Brad Hunt Takes WWSW 
Staff Orchestra Deal 


Pittsburgh, April 14 
Brad Hunt, dance band leader, will 
head the staff orchestra at WWSW 
Hunt will cut his regular outfit down 
to five men, Local 60, of musicians 





|up August. The 


union having failed in its efforts to, 
get WWSW to increase its crew from | 


five to seven men. 
Prior to ticket for Hunt, 


station | 


| 
} 


had been dickering with Bill LeRoy. | 


LeRoy’s men, however, are musicians 
oniy by night, 


| Jimmy 


being employed at)swank west end nitery, 


ROOM DURING JULY 


Chicago, April 14. 

Glenn Miller goes into the Sher- 
man Hotel’s Panther Room in July. 
Dorsey orchestra takes over 
for the month of September, and 
will be followed in four-week inter- 
vals by Stan Kenten orch, and the 
Woody Herman orchestra. 
Amusement Corp., which 
set the above Is, is also trying 
to work out an arrangement with the 
Hotel Sherman for two bands to cut 
se would be Claude 
Thornhill and Charlie —_— ak. 


Greyhound Claims $990 


Balance From Jan Savitt | 
St. Louis, April 14. 

Jan Savitt, dance baton 

wielder, currently at the Chase Club. 

was served 


General 
banc 


band 


other jobs in the daytime, and they | with papers here last week making 


couldn’t see the WWSW offer. 


Sta-|him a defendant in a 


$990 «suit 


tion’s staff ensemble was previously brought by the Central Greyhounds | 


batoned by Buzz Aston, who has Lines, Inc., 


which claims an unnaid 


dropped his band in favor of a vocal|palance of a bill totaling $9,372 in- 
berth with Bernie Armstrong's out- | curred in transporting Savitt and the 


fit at KDKA. 





CARL BAUMAN IN HOSPITAL 
Chicago, April 14. 
Carl Bauman, vice president, Chi- 
cago Federation of Musicians, was 
ordered to Berwyn Hospital for 
complete checkup. 
Saffeting from infuenad. 





itooters from October, 


1940, to April 


3, 1941. 

Savitt was little worried by the 
suit, asserting that he has a counter | 
one which his attorney in New York | 
will slap on the bus company. ‘The | 
bus company owes me for damages 
and my attorney in New York is 
handling that. That's all I know 
ahout “it.” was Savitt's statement. 


ALTZ BIG IN IOWA HALLS 





+ 


| tors say, 


' 


| respectable member of the commun- 
| ity, operating a 


| revival, 


| is twice as sweet these days. 


JITTERBUG LADS 
NOW IN THE ARMY 


Older Family Patronage Re- 
ported by Ballroom Opera- 
tors— Every Third Dance 
Is Old-Fashioned — Quad- 
rilles Also Enjoy Some 
Popularity 


—-— 


TIRE PROBLEM 








Des iffoines, April 14. 

The comeback of the waltz con- 
tinues unprecedented. At a recent 
meeting here of the Midwest Ball- 
room Operators Assn. the agenda 
« -phasized that the waltz is making 
deep inroads into the jivier dances, 
particularly because the younger 
men are being drafted, thus leaving 
much of the danceries to the older, 
more conservative clientele. 

‘We've discovered that older per- 
sons like to dance as well as the 
young, Carl Fox, of Mason City, 
Iowa, president of the association 





said, ‘provided they have an oppor- 
tunity to dance the steps they are 
familiar with.’ 

Old-fashioned dance nights, Joe 
Walsh, ballroom operator of Sioux 
City, lowa, said, have become the 
most popular of all—whole families 
coming in to town for an evening 
of polkas, schottische and circle two- 
steps. Quadrilles (old-fashioned 
square dances gone a bit high-hat) 
are favorites again, four couples to 
a set going through the various man- 
euvers. The Rye waltz is another 
partners gliding through 
their broken waltz rhythm to the 
|tune of ‘Comin’ Thru the Rye.’ 

Every Third Dance Is a Waltz 

At most Iowa ballrooms now 
every third dance is a waltz, opera- 
and music, thoug!. less ‘hot’ | 











. 


The manner in which ballroom 
operators have been depicted in the 
movies drew the ire of the conven- 
tion and a resolution of protest was 
sent to Will Hays. The operators 
| declare the ballroom manager is a | 


business | 
clean re- | 


valuabl 
which provides healthful, 
creation for thousands of people. 
‘We don’t like the tendency dis- 
played in some recent pictures to 
portray ballroom proprietors as un- 
desirable characters,’ Tom Archer of 
Des Moines said. 

Problems of taxation and manage- | 
ment were discussed also. 

Several spots in the east, notably 
Andy Perry’s Empire’ Ballroom, 
Allentown, Pa., assert that there has 
been a noticeable increase in the 
attendance of older persons at dates 
played by name bands. Perry as- 
serts that those outfits that have 
helped build their reputations on 
click recordings of old-time stand- 
ards have paiticular attraction for 
the older people in his territory. 
Harry James and ‘You Made Me 
Love You’ he recently cited as an 
example 

Perhaps the 
of regular operation of a ballroom to 
attract waltzers, etc, is Boston’s 
Roseland-State. Three nights a week | 
at that spot are devoted to the style 
of music that caters to that style 

icing and it’s al 
near- sailout. 


outstanding example 


Bing, Mary Martin Combo 


This week’s batch of releases on 
Decca’s new 50c Black label series 
Lincludes a recording by Bing Crosby, 
coupled to Mary Martin. Crosby’s 
stuff ordinarily is released on the 
regular 35c sides, but from now on 
the sides he makes with other per 
sonalities will sell at 50c due to the 
double cost of talent. Crosby has re- 
corded together with the Andrews 
| Sisters, Merry Macs, Jack Teagarden 


|and band, Woody Herman’s orches- | 
all of which | 

| Station 
His current release with Miss Mar- 


!tra, and sundry others, 
sold for 35c. 


i= uses ‘Wait "Til the Sun Shines, 
Nellie ehfi* Lily of Lagusa’s”** ** 


| from 


| ured, 


lers for 
| hasn’t 


| Federation of Musicians, 


|up during 
| the 
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AFM Instructs Don Haynes To 
Observe Letter of GAC Contract 





Week’s Best Releases 


Charlie Spivak: “This Time- 
‘Story of Starry Night’ (Okeh 
6637). Lively arrangement, clean 
playing of ‘Time’ surpasses pre- 
vious versions; reverse is well 
done ballad. Stardusters and en- 
semble vocal, with Gary Stevens. 

Jimmy Dorsey: ‘Sleepy La- 
goon’-‘Threw Kiss In Ocean’ 
(Decca 4304). Bob Eberly and 
commercial arrangement of nos- 
talgic English ‘Lagoon’; Helen 
O’Connell and medium tempo 
sells the coupling. 

Glenn Miller: ‘She'll Always Re- 
member’-‘Shh, It’s Military Se- 
cret’ (Blue. 11493), ‘Remember,’ 
promising ballad, is good; Ray 
Eberle-Modernaires vocal. ‘Mil- 





itary’ benefits from medium 
rhythm tempo. Modernaires 
again, 


Dick Stabile: ‘Somebody Else 
Taking My Place’-‘What Does 
Soldier Dream Of’ (Decca 4297) 
Late, but Stabile’s work on first 
shows band withafuture. Gracie 
Barrie vocals warmly. 

Teddy Powell: ‘All Those Won- 
derful Years’-“There Won't Be 
Shortage Love’ (Blue. 11499). 
Treatment of ‘Love,’ good tune, 
is outstanding. Peggy Mann's 
rhythmic vocal is neat. 

Raymond Scott: ‘Caterpillar 
Creep’-‘Symphony Under Stars’ 
(Decca 18264), Scott original in 
dance tempo has many fine 
points and stands up as more 
commercial than anything he has 
made. 


SHRIBMAN SUES 
TOMMY DORSEY 


American Federation of Musicians 
gave permission to both Tommy 











| Dorsey and Sy Shribman to take a 


dispute between them into civil 
courts. Accordingly a suit has been 
started by Shribman in Supreme | 
court, New York, asking $50,000} 
Dorsey. Dorsey was served 
with papers in the action, but no 
complaint was handed him. It’s fig- 
however, that the complaint 
will be the same as the one that had 


| been handed the union. 
In this Shribman claimed that 
he loaned Dorsey $2,500 in 1937 in 


return for which he was to get 5% 
of Dorsey’s earnings on one-night- 
five years. He asserts he 
been paid. 
Shribman first filed his claim with 
the Executive Board of the American 
as required 


by union regulations. The okay to 
take the case into civil court. was 
then given. It was rumored last 
week that Sh: bm an had attempted 
to attach Dorsey’s salary at the Par- 
amount theatre, N. Y.. where he’ 
current, but couldn’t nel it stick 
It was denied. 
Bob Chester in Court 

Bob Chester was examined in Su 
preme court, New York, yesterday 
(Tuesday) before trial of a_ suit 


against him by Arthur Michaud. Lat- 
ter, his ex-personal manager, is 
seeking to recover from the leader 
approximately $8,000 in money loaned 
and unpaid commissions, which piled 
the period he managed 
band. 


Kay Kyser i in Chicago 


Prtesen, April 14 

Kay Kyser opens at the Chicago 
Theatre on April 17. Current week’s 
‘College of Musical 
from Great, Lakes Naval! 
before 5,006 middies. 

Following week, Kyser broadczsts 
from NBC studios locally then off to 
Bosfoh; and Raleigh, N2C:- + 


a 
ae 4 
‘ 


Knowiedge’ is) 
Training | 





General Amusement Corp. has 
emerged victorious from its latest 
skirmish with Glenn Miller’s man- 
agerial associate. Acting on a com- 
plaint of the GAC, the American 
Federation of Musicians last week 
notified Don Haynes, personal M:n- 
ager for Miller and other orchestra 
leaders, that he must refrain from 
negotiating contracts with operaters 
and that he was to turn all leads for 
dates over to GAC. 


The other bands involved in the 
directive issued Haynes are Charlie 
Spivak and Claude Thornhill. In 
transmitting the order to Haynes 
the union pointed out that the con- 
tracts which these bands have with 
GAC provide for this very trans- 
ference of employment leads. GAC 
took the matter up with the union 
after Haynes had negotiated con- 
tracts with Hamid’s Million Dollar 
Pier, Atlantic City, for the services 
of the three orchestras. 

The AFM has under consideration 
another item of controversy between 
GAC and Miller. The bandman is 
seeking the international’s approval 
in his move to reduce his GAC com- 
mission to 5%. In support of his 
right to eliminate the prevailing 

%-15% arrangement Miller cites 
the fact that 5% is the maximum fee 
permitted under the New York em- 
ployment agency law. 





Brunswick Hotel Now 
Coast Guard Barracks; 
Band Spot Is No More 


‘ Boston, April 14. 

Will Osborne had his engagement 
cut short a week earlier at Hotel 
Perna Bermuda Terrace when 
|the U. S. Coast Guard decided to 
| take over the hotel and cafe three 
weeks sooner than the May 1 date 
previously announced. Urgent need 
for premises precluded Manager 
Paul Bromley’s fulfilling bookings, 
which had Osborne contracted 
through 18th, followed by Gray Gor- 
don for two weeks. 

Coast Guard will use Bermuda 
Terrace dining room for drill hall 
starting Saturday (18). Rooms 
throughout hotel will be converted 
into barracks and offices. 

















TAKES FBI MONTH T0 
CHECK ON ARTIE SHAW 


| Artie Shaw Socom work on his 
USO-Army camp job in New York 
Friday (10). He will remain at 
USO’s N. Y. headquarters for from 
four to six weeks, readying arrange- 
ments to be photostated and distrib- 
uted to various camp orchestras. He 
will then spend a week at each post, 
selecting musicians, rehearsing them 


as a unit and appoint someone to 
assume leadership when he moves 
on to the next camp 

Though the setup demands Shaw 
spend a month or more in N. Y 
putting arrangements into hape, he 
couldn't begin actual camp work be- 
fore the expiration of that time any- 
way. It takes the FBI almost that 
time to investigate him. Leader 


filled out a 12-page questionnaire last 
week, giving the Dept. of Justice 
this background. 


After-Midnight Hoofing 


| On Seattle Increase 
Seattle, April 14. 
Seattle has. gone aJl-out for early 
| morning dances, with the Crescent 
ballroom adding an extra shift to it's 
Saturday night dance, 1:15 to 5:15 
a.m. Sunday. Trianon’s early 
sion is from 1:30 to 5 a.m., and that 
of Dick Parker’s Pavilion from 2 to 
16 a.m. 
| The Trianon also is running six 
|hours on Wednesday nights, 9:30 to 
ee 
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Goodman Near-Record $33,000, Philly; 
Cugat Fine 206 in Cleve. Krupa 


Big 186, Mpls. 


Marx, 226 in Hub 





(Estimates for This Week) 


Count Easie, Newark (Adams: 2,- 
000: 25-35-50-80) with ‘Harvard, Here 
I Come’ (Col). Picture of little im- 
portance, but Basie’s band is pop- 
ular and likely to get fine $16,000 
gross. 


Les Brown, Brooklyn (Strand; 2,- 
800: 30-40-50-55) plus several acts on 
stage and ‘Canal Zone’ (Col) on 
screen, four-day engagement, emerged 
with first-rate $9,000. 


Bob Crosby, Los Angeles (Or- 
pheum; 2,200; 33-44-55) with “Hono- 
lulu Lu’ (Col) and ‘Weekend for 
Three’ (RKO). Crosby responsible 
for robust $12,500. 

Xavier Cugat, Cleveland (Palace; 
3,700: 35-40-50-55-70) with ‘Two 
Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col). Rhumba 
maestro, with nice support from 
screen, accounting for fine $20,000 
gross. 

Tommy Dorsey, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99) with ‘Fa- 
vorite Blonde’ (Par) on screen. The 
Dorsey orchestra and the excellent 
boxoffice pull of ‘Blonde’ spells fancy 
business here; second week concluded 
last night (Tues.) was a sock $73,- 
000, close behind initial stanza’s take 


of $79,000. Show remains a total 
of four weeks. 
Benny Goodman, Philadelphia 


(Earle; 35-46-57-68-75). Teamed with 
‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U). Setting a 
near-high record for the house with 
solid $33,000, including a _ record- 
smashing one-day (Sat.) gross of $8,- 
000. Goodman is credited with all 
of the draw, getting little if any 
help from the film. 


Ray Heatherton, Providence (Met; 
3,200; 44-55-65) plus Morton Downey, 
Ken Murray, Benny Rubin and 
‘Snuffy Smith’ (Mono) on screen. 
Stage names strictly responsible for | 
gross, only fair $7,000 in three days. 


Gene Krupa, Minneapolis (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55). Second visit 
here for Krupa who has large local 
following. Fine supporting show has 
Richard and Eugene Wesson, Maisie 
& Brach and Pops & Looie. Picture, 
‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par), a real help. 
Heading for tremendous $18,000. 

Carl Hoff, Buffalo (20th Century; 
3,000; 30-55). Combo of Hoff crew 
and John Boles on stage with ‘Road 
to Happiness’ starring Boles on 





screen, hit fair pace for medium 
drew of $12,000. 


Clyde McCoy, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome: 2,240; 17-25-28-39-44-55-66) 
with ‘Two Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col). 
Drawing a very consistent response 
estimated at $16,000. 


Chico Marx, Boston (RKO-Boston; 
3,200: 30-44-60-65-75). Accompanied 
by ‘John of Paris’ (RKO) on screen, 
the Marx band is displaying swell 
pulling power here, aiming at $22,000. 
good, 


Russ Morgan, Milwaukee (River- 
side; 2,600; 30-40-50) with ‘Valley of 
the Sun’ (RKO), plus J#® Louis-Abe 
Simon fight film. Picture featured 
over stage show, unusual in this 
house. Matinees big with schools 
closed and boosted week to $13,500, 
surprisingly good. 

Red Norvo, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-55-66). Plenty of stage 
support, though, in Jimmy Durante, 
Mildred Bailey and Condos Brothers. 
With ‘Mr. V’ (UA) on screen. No 
doubt that Norvo’s accounting for 
some biz, since he’s known and fairly 
popular here, but main draw seems 
to be the Schnozzola, with picture 
next and then Miss Bailey. All adds 
up to an A-1 b.o, combination and 
should step off fine-$19,500. 

Alvino Rey, Buffalo (Shea’s Buf- 
falo; 3.500; 35-55) with fair screen 
assist from ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th). 
Rey's ouifit on first stage showing 
here should drive up around strik- 
ing $18,000. 

Dick Stabile, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-85-99). With John Gar- 
field and Gracie Barrie on stage, 
‘Dangerously They Live’ (WB) on 
screen. The Stabile band, plus per- 
sonals of Garfield and Miss Barrie 
aiding to a marked degree in get- 
ting a strong $45,000 or better the 
first week. Holds over. 





BRAMSON, COURTNEY JOURNEY 
Chicago, April 14. 

Sam Bramson and Cress Courtney 
of local William Morris office band 
booking department, planed south 
for five-day trip. 

Pair will visit New Orleans, Mem- 
phis, Houston, St. Louis, and other 
southern spots, before’ returning. 
Trip will be strictly business, with 
duo checking new locations and 
bands. 





Irving Fazola to Powell 


Irving Fazola, clarinet player who 
started a-bitter argument several 
months ago when he tried to abro- 
gate a contract with Claude Thorn- 
hill’s band, to join Muggsy Spanier’s, 
has now shifted over to Teddy Pow- 
ell. Spanier left town recently on 
a road trip and Fazola stayed in 
New York. 

Powell signed him to a two-year 
agreement last week. He joined the 
band at Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y. 


Spivak, Barnet Hit 
High Takes On 
One-Niter Tours 


(Estimates) 

Charlie Barnet (Rosalind State B., 
Boston, April 11). Wound up four 
days in this area with 1,800 dancers 
at 75c for $1,350, biggest crowd in 
six months; previously he drew 1,700 
at $1.10 at Commodore B., Lowell, 
Mass. (8); 1,800 at $1.10 at Roseland 
B., Taunton, Mass. (9); 400 couples at 
$3.50 pair for $1,400 at U. of New 
Hampshire (10). 

Count Basie (Convention Hall, 
Camden, N. J. April 6). Basie played 
to good 2,000 at $1.10 at start of new 
promotions by Reese Dupree. 

Don Bestor (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burncale, Mass., April 8-11). Bestor is 
fave here so his 10,400 draw in four 
days at $1.45 couple was no surprise; 
$7.540 gross, 

Ernie Fields (Paramount theaire, 
Anderson, Ind., April 8). With Bill 
Robinson on bill, pair drew $2,100 in 
one day, despite bad weather. 

Stan Kenton (Raymor B., Boston, 
April 7-9). Kenton’s 2,000 draw was 
extra-fine considering this spot 
doesn’t do too much midweek busi- 
ness. Three day gross was $1,200 at 
65c-55c. On Friday (10) coupled to 
local Guy Ormandy band at Raymor 
B., Kenton played to 1,600 at 75c.- 
65c. Next night (11), with Bob Allen 

(Continued on page 42) 


REISMAN’S DECCA ALBUM 


Leo Reisman has completed four 
of a six-record album for Decca of 
the ‘Porgy and Bess’ music. 

Maestro, currently at the Rain- 
bow Room, N. Y., enlisted Avon 
Long and Helen Dougherty of the 
Gershwin operette for the vocal in- 
terludes, and will wind up the al- 
bum this week. 



































1537 NORTH VINE 
HOLLYWOOD 








A HIT SCORE 
MORT GREENE and HARRY REVEL 


MOLLYWOOD + CH eS, 







GREENE-REVEL Que. 


Music 


Fublish ers 





54 WEST RANDOLPH 
CHICAGO 


% Addl 


“THE MAYOR OF 44th STREET” 


“HEAVENLY, ISN’T IT?” 


“WHEN THERE'S A BREEZE 
ON LAKE LOUISE” 


“A MILLION MILES FROM MANHATTAN” 
“YOU'RE BAD FOR ME” 


and NEW YORK 


T PICTURE 


RKO-RADIO’S 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name oj hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend nd 


holiday price.) 
Covers = Llotui 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band \ Hotel Played Week On Date 
Jimmy Dorsey.... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 9 3,125 22,950 
Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 4 1,975 9,200 
Enric Madriguera..Biltmore (300, $1-$150) . .......... 11 625 9,375 
tk eddy Martin®.. Waldorf (475; $1-$1.50).......... oveae 2,525 27,325 
Frankie Masters..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.59)..... chee 900 1,550 
Lani Mcintire..... Lexington (300; 75e-$1.50)........... 9 1,400 12,650 
Vaughn Monroe* Commodore (400; 75c-$1).......... 26 2,375 42,200 
Jerry Wald.......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)......ccccccecses 1 500 750 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, aithough the band ts the 
major draw, 





Los Angeles 


Skinnay Ennis (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). On either side of 1,000 
payees on the two nights (Fri., Sat.), normal biz for this crew. 

Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Enough parties scattered through 
the week to offset Wednesday night’s blackout (9 to 11 p.m.) and bring the 
count up to around 6,000. 


Chicago 


Chuck Foster (Continental Room, Stevens hotel; 400; $1.50-$2 min.). 
Foster being received well in Chicago and should establish himself on 
current stand. Drew 2,500 last week. 

Eddy Duchin (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Duchin 
remains a strong moniker for midwest biz, drew 3,700 customers last week. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismark hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy or- 
chestra is remembered here from previous visit. Satisfying the manage- 
ment on all counts, last weék drawing 2,200 customers. 

Cab Calloway (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). Cal- 
loway strong throughout the initial session, pounding out splendid count 
of 5,700 patrons, 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.), 
Class spot doesn’t need quantity and the tabs run high here. Last week, 
2,000, 
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Minneapolis 


Freddy Nagel (Minnesota Terrace, Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50 min.). 
In second week, two more to go, Nagel still winning favor. With Lent 
over, trade increased to approximately 400 nightly, but still below par. 





Baltimore 


George Stearny (Charles Room, Belvedere hotel; 500; $1-$2 min.). Draw- 
ing a fairish response in six-day spot with some 1,400 covers figured. 





Boston 


Will Osborne (Bermuda Terrace, Brunswick hotel: 550; 55c-$1 cover). 
Osborne accounted for the extremely fine draw of 1,900 covers past week, 
mainly on Fri.-Sat. when cover is $1. Also drew biggest dinner biz in 
months. Spot closed Saturday (11) when U. S. Coast Guard took over 
hotel and cafe. 

Griff Williams (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). 
Lewis’ Ice Show; on third week, Williams upped biz 30% over previous 
week’s draw for 1,800 covers—record for spot. Dinner trade likewise big. 
Stays three more weeks with management requesting two additional weeks 
holdover to May 14, opening following day at N. Y.’s Waldorf-Astoria. 

Leighton Noble (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). Noble 
is established here for long run. In 13th week he played to usual 900 
covers Friday-Saturday, only late nights. Dinner biz fine. 


Philadelphia 


Pancho (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 
min.). Garnering the best business in the last five weeks playing to good 
crowd of 1,272 supper customers this week. 


With Dorothy 








Locations Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 


Sonny Dunham (Palladium B, Hollywood, first week). There’s bounce 
to this aggregation and that’s what they go for here. Should lead off his 
three-week stand with a potent 11,500, considering that Wednesday night 
blackout. 


Duke Ellington (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal.). With the blackout night 


|a blank, will still total around 6,000 customers, comfortable biz for this inn. 


Louis Armstrong (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal.). 
packing ’em in here for a bountiful 6,500. 


Ol’ Satchmo is 
A strong fave in this sector 


| since the old Cotton Club days. 





Ozzie Nelson (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). Hard hit by the 
blackout but managed better than 3,500 sitters, aided no little by Nils 
Granlund’s floor show. 





(Chicago) 
Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Franklin new here 
but catching on with the customers. First week good at 3,400. 
Ted Weems (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Weems opened a smash trade 


|and continues at excellent pace; totaled big 3,500 patrons first week. 


| 














580-5th AVE. 
NEW YORK 














WHERE’ 


——Will put you where you want to be 
——on top 





Featured by Top Singers and Bands On the Air 





Cornell Music Co., 48 West 48th Street, New York 























HAVE YOU HEARD? 


“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


Recorded by HARRY JAMES (COL.) 
CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 
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Graft Slant Covers Flops? 





It is the opinion of some publishers that the present uproar over 
plug bribery can be traced to the alibi habits of the less effective 


class of professional manager. 


As these publishers see it, the heads of 


the firm are as much to blame as such professional managers for not 
peing able to distinguish between fact and slothful inefficiency. 

The boss, noting that a competitive concern has accumulated quite 
a number of performances for its current tune, will demand to know 
of his own professional manager why he hasn’t been able to do as well. 
Instead of giving a detailed answer to this query, the less aggressive 
professional manager blandly asks the boss, ‘Do you want to pay for 


those plugs?’ 


Without analyzing or checking on this statement, the 


boss assumes the attitude that if others are paying he’s going to pro- 
tect his interest by also paying» Thus the actual payola parade starts 
and in due time what had been inspired by an alibi becomes a well- 


spread practice. 


It’s Easy to Write a Song 


By PAT BALLARD 





It’s oh so easy, if you have a little 
book 

That rhymes some simple words, 

Like nook and rook and brook; 

Or if you write for papers 

—Or if you only cook 

It’s Easy to Write a Song! 


It’s oh so pleasant, if you have a 
little flair 

Or if you’ve good connections 

—Or an orchestra on the air; 

—Or only play ’em .ecords 


.| And sell oil for their hair— 














Contactmen Revamp Leadership In 
New Attempt to Halt Bribe Evil 





The contactmen’s union underwent 
a complete official housecleaning at 
a meeting of the membership Mon- 
day night (13). Spurred by a warn- 
ing from publisher-employers that 
their jobs were being seriously jeop- 
ardized by the widespread practice 
of plug bribery, the union’s members 
not only voted in an entirely new 
set of officers but named an almost 
completely new executive council. 
John O’Connor was elected the 
union’s new president. 

Plans for stringent enforcement of 
the union’s anti-payola rules were 
discussed at a session of the new 
executive council which immediately 
followed the membership meeting. 
It was understood that O’Connor 


pot SE IE BOWerea Ke Bite ‘ap We 


membership card of any contactman 
against whom ‘reasonable evidence’ 
of bribery has been accumulated. 
The indications are that the union’s 
regulations will be so tightened as 
to bar even the giving of theatre, 
football and basekall tickets to plug 
sources unless the contactman is 
himself a member of the party. The 
council informed O’Connor that the 
tougher he became in making the 
members toe the line in upholdng 
the rules on unfair exploitation prac- 
tices the better they will like it and 
him. 

The new roster of officers, besides 
O'Connor, consists of Johnny White, 
vice-president, and Irving Tanz, sec- 
retary-treasurer. Bob Miller, who 


| used in naming officers. 





or executives in their own firms. The 
council members further comprise 
Georgie Joy, Sidney Kornheiser, 
Eddie Wolpin, Joe Santley, Dave 
Dreyer, Frank Hennings, Mack Gold- 
man, Harry Link, Jonie Taps; Ches- 
ter Conn, White and O’Connor. The 
important fact about this setup is 
that it represents the biggies in the 
business, as compared to the old 
council which was dominated by 
subordinate staffmen, and that for 
first time in the history of the union 
the major operators are in a posi- 
tion where they are pledged to police 
not only the industry as a whole but 
themselves. 


The new slate of councilmen was 
“ot put in without some turbulent 
pposition. Sid Lorraine, of South- 
ern Music, waxed sarcastic over the 
holier-than-thou atmosphere that 
seemed to prevail at the meeting. 


Lorraine also tangled with the 
union’s counsel, Joseph Brodsky, 
over the parliamentary procedure 


Lorraine 
demanded a closed vote but he was 
overridden and the selections were 
made by the process of hand-raising. 
Discontent over this procedure by 


|} members Sam Wigler and Leo Tal- 


ent, with the latter particularly rak- 

ing the membership for permitting 

the bosses to take over the union. 
Can’t Go On 


Lester Santly, who presented the 
new council ticket, pointed out that 


was replaced as president by O’Con-/ the payola situation couldn’t go on 
nor, will remain with the union as| as it existed and that it was time 
office manager at a stipend to be/| that the contactmen chose men of 


decided on later. Miller draws a sal-| courage to enforce the rules. 


ary as executive secretary of 
Professional Music Men, Inc., a bene- 
ficial organization. 


the | the 


After 
incumbent council had an- 
nounced its resignation, the nominat- 


O’Connor, who| ing committee, chairmaned by Santly 


also holds such posts as ASCAP di- | withdrew and 20 minutes later re- 


rector and member of the latter’s| turned with its slate. 


administrative committee, will re- 


Following his 


| assumption of the chair, O’Connor 





It’s Easy to Write a Song! 


The songwriters who have had a 
hit or two 

Or even three or four, or even many 
more, 

Now sit with their hat at the Auto- 
mat 

And dream of the days of yore; 

It’s oh so easy, if you want to write 
a hit, 

Just get a lot of fellows who'll help 
you further it; 

If you pay them something, it might 
not hurt a bit— 

It’s Easy to Write a Song! 

(Why don’t you try it?) 

It’s Easy to Write a Song! 


Sigmund Romberg New 
President of Songwriters 
With Partly-New Slate 


Sigmund Romberg was elected 
president of the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Association at a meeting of the 
orgatiization’s executive council Fri- 
day (10). Stanley Adams was picked 
as first v.p.; Ira Gershwin, second 
v.p; Charles Tobias, secretary; Abe] 
Baer, treasurer; Edgar Leslie, chair- 
man of the council, and L. Wolfe 
Gilbert, westcoast rep. 

At a meeting of the membership 
Wednesday (8), Romberg, Adams, 
Gershwin, Gilbert and George W. 
Meyer were elected to the council 
for a term of three years. The others 
on the council are Leslie, Baer, Fred 
Ahlert, Jesse Greer, Ferdie Grofe, 
Oscar Hammerstein II, Peter DeRose 
and Irving Caesar. 

Miss Sayre Mader was brought in 
as the association’s new executive 
secretary. 


LEONARD PUBLISHING 


Harold Leonard, violinist-conduct- 
or, is publishing his second original 
independently, ‘It Must Be Victory,’ 
via his Immortal Music Corp. 

His first, ‘Ecstasy’, was introduced 
by Fred Waring, who will ditto with 
the patriotic number. 











Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin 
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Top Bracket Writers Grumble That — 
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~ ASCAP Appeases at Their Expense 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of April 10) 





Moonlight Cocktail........ Jewel 
Don’t Want Walk....Paramount 
Somebody Taking Place.Shapiro 
SS icicancusdars<iaks Santly 
Don’t Sit Apple Tree..Robbins 
Deep Heart Texas. ..Melodylane 
Threw Kiss in Otean..... Berlin 
I Remember You....Paramount 
I'll Pray for You........Harms 
Doughboy Found...,..Crawford 
She’ll Remember.......Witmark 


Tangerine ........+.....-Famous 
Sometimes .........+..-.. Berlin 
ss reer errr sf 
See CE, 60 sv ivivics Shapiro 








E. C. ANTHONY 
SIGNS ASCAP 


Hollywood, April 14. 

Earle C. Anthony stations, KFI and 
KECA, signed ASCAP contracts last 
week, Oniy transmitters in Los An- 
geles still unsigned by the Society 
are KMTR and KGFJ. 

Application has been made to AS- 
CAP by Marshall Neil, who is erect- 
ing a new station in Pasadena with 
the call letters KWKW. Site expects 
to put out its first signal within two 
months. 


Mills Novelty Socked 

For Priorities Breach | 
Washington, April 14. | 

Sockeroo for the Mills Novelty Co. | 
—one of the nation’s biggest makers 
of gaming machines, jukeboxes, etc., | 
and once connected with Jimmy | 
Roosevelt’s film venture—delivered 


Monday (13) by the War Production | 
Board. 


Sale or other disposition of 2,332 | 
fun-givers was suspended by W.P.B., 
in the first alleged wartime violation 
of priority orders. Jukeboxes, etc.. 
may be sold by the Chicago firm 
after July 10, when the suspension 
order expires, unless additional ac- 
tion is taken, Government war 
agency ruled. 

Mills is prohibited by the order | 
from disposing of machines made in | 
excess of its quota, and the number-; 
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Much grumbling from among high- 
rating ASCAP writers was heard 
around the trade the past few days 
over the amounts contained in their 


ASCAP royalty cheeks for the initial 
quarter of 1942. Double A writers, 
for instance, got $2,200 to $2,400 this 
time, as compared to the $3,400 pay- 
off that prevailed for them a year 
ago and the quarterly cut of $4,500 
that they received during 1940. 


The nub of these writers’ com- 
plaints is that they have become the 
patsy for the writer classification 
committee’s tendency to ‘raise every- 
body and demote nobody.’ They hold 
that what has been going on for the 
past year is a leavening out process 
that is not fair to the writers in the 
upper brackets that continue to pro- 
duce. The writers’ classification 
committee is meanwhile considering 
a revised system of classification, and 
the complaining writers are express- 
ing the hope that the committee con- 
|summates its deliberations before it 
is discovered that there is no longer 
any upper or lower brackets. 


Information, But Not 
Credit, New Reason 
For Jockey Check 


According to the revised setup of 
the Accurate Reporting Service, the 
daily program logging sheets will 
continue to show the uses of current 
tunes on recorded shows, but these 
same disked numbers will not be in- 
cluded in the plug recapitulations. 
The professional managers, who -: 
adopted a resolution recommending 
the changes in the reporting service 
at a meeting last week, want to keep 
apprised of the performances their 
tunes get on recorded programs, but 
at the same time they don’t want 
such performances credited among 
the compilations of network plugs. 

The motive for eliminating the re- 
corded plug from the ARS’s recaps 
was to discourage wholesale resort to 
this type of program for performance 
credits during a ‘drive.’ Also to eurb 











|the mounting influence of phono- 


graph record jockeys in the plugging 
end of the music business. 


Jerry Wald a Corporation 


Albany, N. Y., April 14. 
Jerry Wald, Inc., has been char- 
tered to conduct a music publishing 




















ceive no compensation from the | suggested that the meeting recon- | cjeffed ‘Livin’ High,’ ‘Marching to a|of machines being manufactured at | business in New York. Capital 
union, | sider the idea of electing the council |Toyve Song,’ ‘Land On Your Feet,’|the present time is curtailed up to | stock is 100 shares, mo par value. 
Pledge With Teeth? | by unit vote, adding that he realized |? Still Crazy for You,’ ‘Are You|the date when production must be | Directors inelude Jerry Wald and 
All the mempers of the new exec- | that he was surrounded by the great- | Kiddin’?” and ‘I Heard the Birdies | stopped—April 30. All priority as- | Samuel Moskowitz. 
utive council, excepting one, Irving | ©St stoup of paola experts in cap-|Sing’ for ‘Footlight Serenade’ at|sistance and allocations are denied | A. Edward Masters was filing at- 
Tanz, rate as professional managers (Continued on page 42) 20th-Fox. | during the life of the suspension. | torney. 
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ANOTHER 


“ACCLAIMED BY THE PROFESSION AN 
THE OUTSTANDING SONG OF THE DAY 








D PUBLIC ALIKE 








‘DISTINCTIVE CONTRIBUTION TO MUSICAL LITERATURE 


by AMERICA’S TOP-FLIGHT WRITERS - 
JOHNNY (Blues in the Night) MERCER and HOAGY (Stardust) CARMICHAEL 


CURRENT RECORDINGS 


BING CROSBY —Decca e WOODY HERMAN —Decca @ EARL HINES — Bluebird © HARRY JAMES —Columbia e GENE KRUPA —Okeh @ HAL McINTIRE — 
Victor e GLEN MILLER — Bluebird e GERTRUDE NIESSEN—Decea e GINNY SIMMS —Okeh @ DINAH SHORE — Bluebird @ BUNNY BERRIGAN — Elite 


EDWIN H. MORRIS & COMPANY INC. 
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pounds were frozen by the order, 
which requires also that 50% of 
future imports be set aside for mili- 
tary usage. Other shellac con- 
sumers were limited to 75% of last 
year’s consumption up to June 30, 
and thereafter to 35% of amount 
used in each comparative three- 
months, 1941 period. 

Hope of developing substitutes, to 
ease the blow to the radio and 
phonograph businesses, was voiced 
by Federal authorities, who sug- 
gested that limited amounts may be 
stretched by reclaiming used plat- 
ters. Firm having 5,000 pounds of 
shellac on hand on April 1, 1942, 
must file a report with the WPB by 
May 9. 





Recorders Suspend Pressings 


Major recording cempanies were 
quick to suspend all scheduled dates 
to record new material last week, 
on receipt of advice from the War 
Production Board that the govern- 
ment would require a_ sizeable 
amount of their shellac reserves for 
the war effort. 

Exactly how much shellac Colum- 
bia, Victor, Decca and other inde- 
pendent pressing plants had on hand 
is impossible to determine. One as- 
serted several weeks ago that it had 
enough to last more than two years 
at its present production pace. In- 
formal estimates by executives of 
the other two majors were similar. 
That the Government was keeping 
tabs on the reserves held by each, 
since last January, is now known. 

No plans for the future have defi- 
nitely been mapped by the major 
manufacturers and none can be 
until their position is clear. Rumors 
were plentiful the latter part of last 


66,000,000). 


War Boffs Disc Biz | 





from page 1 
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week about what was to be done by 
them, and how much of the shellac 
they were going to lose. Unofficial, 
but heretofore authoritative sources 
| believed that the disc-makers would 
| be allowed to retain enough of the 
| material to press 50% of the 120,000,- 
| 000 platters made in 1941 (approxi- 
|mately the total sales of 1940—55- 





Siow Sellers Out 


That the Government’s move will 
force Decca, Victor and Columbia 
to jettison slower-selling talent and 
concentrate only on those bands and 
singers which are consistently good 
sellers, is deemed certain. One 





executive estimates that his outfit 
will probably retain only 15-16 of 
the artists it now records, for its two 
labels. Whether it will be possible 
fo: the companies to drop unwanted 
contracts immediately or whether 
they will have to.be held until they 
expire is a point of contention 
among lawyers askeu for an opinion. 

That prices of individual labels 
will be advanced is also expected. 
Pop sides now retailing for 50c are 
figured to be raised to 75c, while the 
35c platters will go to 50c. RCA- 
Victor, it is understood, has also 
halted making classical releases for 
the duration. Decca only two weeks 
ago brought out a new 50c line with 
popular talent. 

Curtailment of production to a 
point where only top names will be 
sold, and even those spaced farther 
between than they are now, will 
have wide repercussions. At least 
three phases of business now de- 
pendent entirely or in part on record 
sales, will suffer. ; 

Firstly, of course, there is the 
manufacturers themselves and the 





























TOP WRITERS! 
GREAT MELODIES! 
TERRIFIC LYRICS! 





FEIST Presen 






“SHIP 


starring Eleanor 





and Tommy Dorsey and his Orchestra 


ts 3 Hit Songs 


From M-G-M's Smash Musical Picture sass 


AHOY” aH 
Powell, Red Skelton 














THE LAST CALL FOR LOVE 


By &. Y. Harburg, Margery Cummings and Burton Lane 





POOR YOU 


Lyric by E. Y. Harburg Music by Burton Lane 


PLL TAKE TALLULAH 


Lyric by E. Y. Harburg Music by Burton Lane 





xb 


...-And Feist Has The Biggest Show Hit, Too! 


HAPPY IN LOVE 


Lyric by Jack Yellen Music by Sam E. Fain 
from Olsen & Johnson's "Sons O' Fun" 











: LEO FEIST, inc. 


= 1629 Broadway » New York, N. Y. 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. LON MOONEY, Prof. Mgr. 























various distributors, coin 
machine operators, etc. 

Secondly, music publishers and 
songwriters, whose royalties have in- 
\creased sharply since the reawaken- 
jing of record sales (though it’s fig- 
|ured that a boom in sheet music sales 
lis tikely). 

Thirdly, the band business figures 
to be hurt badly (as pointed out in 
‘Variety,’ March 25). With record- 
| ings closed to them, young bands will 
ifind it a doubly difficult, almost 
hopeless task to make progress. 

Sustainers Vital 

Another likely result of fewer re- 
cordings will find radio sustaining 
time at a premium. 

Transcriptions, too, figure to suf- 
fer. Since they have become in- 
creasingly important in the past year 
or so to the financial welfare of 
bands on all levels but the very top, 
that will be another blow. Income 
from transcription dates has meant 
the difference between losing money 
and breaking even to a great many 
of the younger bands. 

Ingredient that has started all the 
trouble comes from India, now cut 
off. It’s used extensively in manu- 
facturing planes, shells, ete., and is 
obtainable no where else. Many at- 
tempts have been made to develop 
a substitute, but none have been 
successful. 

Victor is reported endeavoring to 
help ease the load by offering 12c a 
pound for old and broken records, 
from which the shellac can be re- 
claimed. Year ago 2c a pound was 
the standard price. Other companies 
are following suit. No amount of re- 
turned platters, however, will allow 
producers to proceed on the scale 
they have the first three months of 
this year. It was conceded that 1942 
would far outstrip last year’s record 
sale of 120,000,000 platters. 

One bright outlook is that a loss of 
recordings may bring about a return 
of live talent in places where the 
latter had been supplanted by 
canned melody -makers. 


SHELLAC SHORTAGE 
HOLDS KAPP IN N. Y. 


Jack Kapp, president of Decca 
Records, was on the verge of leav- 
ing for California to record new ma- 
terial with Bing Crosby Thursday 
(9) afternoon, but deferred the trip 
upon word of the Government’s ad- 
vice to major companies that it would 
require some of their shellac re- 
serves. 

He remained in New York for 
huddles on future policy, a task that 
has occupiéd the time of the exec- 
utives of all companies since the 
Government’s needs became known. 


Boston Scale Upped 


Boston, April 14. 
Musicians local has voted a 15% 
pay increase for location work and 
10% on miscellaneous jobs. 
Beginning Sept. 1. 





dealers, 


























Spivak, Barnet 


Continued from page 40 








at same spot, draw was 2,000 at same 
prices, : 

Andy Kirk (Paramount theatre, 
Anderson, Ind., April 10). Brutal 
weather ruined stand here; $950 
gross. Band ‘well received.’ 

Jimmie Lunceford (Ritz B., Bridge- 
port, Conn., April 12). Lunceford 
drew great 2,005 people at 88c; all 
time high for Lunceford here. 

Ray McKinley (Trianon B., Toledo, 
April 12). New McKinley band 
played to ‘very good’ total of 1,700 at 
55c for $850. 

Alvino Rey (Sports Arena, Roches- 
ter, N. Y., April 9). Rey drew 1,600 
at 90c and $1.10 for $1,500 gross, very 
good midweek draw in this town. 

Tommy Reynolds (Queensbury 
Hotel, Glens Falls, N. Y., April 11). 
Reynolds was on flat guarantee; 300 
draw was very good. Next night (12) 
he played to poor attendance of 302 
at Pavillion, Mohawk Mills, Amster- 
dam, N. Y. Gross $206. 

Charlie Spivak (Aud., Buffalo, 
N. Y., April 11). Spivak’s first date 
here resulted in ‘socko’ 1,640 draw. 
Over 900 tickets in advance at $1.20; 
remainder at $1.40. Sunday (12) 
band played to fine 1,977 at 85c at 
Myers’ Lake Park, Canton, O.; Mon- 
day (13) at Alexander’s Hall, Ham- 
ilton, Ont., Can., band set new record 
for spot with 2,291 dancers. 

Orrin Tucker (And., Milwaukee, 
April 10). With Lorraine Benson in 
Bonnie Baker’s place Tucker col- 
lected $1,500 for his end of 12,000 
customers pulled into 20th annual 
DeMolay Victor Ball. Two widely 
known local bands played with him. 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs ie 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue, and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—W4JzZ, 
WABC and WOR N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (April 6-12) from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. and is based on 
data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking source for 
music publishing industry. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
De We tvans eid Sdstesece tasks taty eee’ c¥eur Se ae 37 
ee ee ee I ns Ne cco a i ders kc pa wibexsd coaer RR Bin aa nas > ¢ 5p 30 
I'll Pray for You—7‘What’s Cookin’....:.......... i a as 28 
Oe) Tr IOs 5 6h So So eek ce dese bee DEN. Lad<sss0 ston 27 
Tangerine—?‘Fleet’s In’............. coe Cav aue eee IN a dard ie ks cv 27 
eo ee eo ee Melodylane ........ . 26 
Don’t Want Walk—7‘Sweater Girl’............... a 25 
Jersey. BOUNCE i cic cs ccscsceses Re Ce a ee | LIES 24 
Always in My Heart—7‘Always in Heart’......... SI 5 oon s 000 23 
Happy in Love—{‘Sons 0° Tun’.......-. sce eeeeeee | aa 23 
Pe ee Me I, «bc nc: ccc dnedadecds ted oc Robbins ,.......... . 22 
She'll Always Remember.................0see08: Witmark ........... 21 
String of Pearls.......... ihiesendveccresieesetts Mutual ............, 21 
EE ROR IS SIRES SRR SRS AE Y dy CLP .....cecsesceeee 20 
I Remember You—?‘Fleet’s In’.............e0ec: Paramount ......... 20 
I ONES ooo coos cxcecéacenvsds budee sat Jewel ce cessesveee . 19 
oe Ry "5 A re Chappell ........., - 18 
RE Rae Bei Wekinwees cdviens iss cancl Santly ............ 17 
atl. | | NA Peers tre ee ere ee rere enee Dash ..cccccccseees - 17 
Johnny Doughboy Found Rose.... ............005 Crawford ,,......... 16 
Sing Me Song Island—+‘Song of the Island’...... BVC  .nseseeeeeuees - 16 
SEE FCT ae eee OTe ae Chappell ........... 16 
NE, Mind aden gts ko viii. is davews cheese Southern ........... 12 
*Heavenly, Isn’t It?—?‘Mayor of 44th Street’...... Greene-Revel ...., . 12 
Ee ee ee e.g. ecules kb bebeee ede Berlin .....,.ss000 12 
All Those Wonderful Years...........sseceecceees J. Campbell ........ 11 
I I ee de lig beg SRAPITO ...2..0 0000 - ill 
"Memory Of This Danes... ..6..c cecccescncccces rey rere 10 
OR NL Sin eee G i oi Vesased ckcdecbib ar Greene-Revel ...... - & 
If You Build Better Mouse Trap—?7‘Fleet’s In’..... Famous ............ - 8 
Lamoplighter’s Serenade... cscs cscccccvcccscvecsecs RODDINS cccccccces ee 8 
OE: SETS ert ee OREME <n ebcescdt-nees re 
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| manuscript acceptances from plug 
sources, 
Telegrams were dispatched yester- 
day (Tuesday) to publishers who 
'|have union agreements, advising that 


Contactmen 


Continued from page 41 





























tivity and that he wanted to keep 
them close to him so that he could 
maintain a close watch. The mem- 
bers agreed with him—on the angle 
of parliamentary procedure—and 
elected the new council slate with 
few dissents. It was then agreed that 
any one not holding a fully paid-up 
card four weeks hence would be 
stricken from the union’s rolls and 
barred from employment in firms 
that hold agreements with the union. 


During the new council’s initial 
session it was intimated that action 
would also be taken on the practice 
among some publishers of accepting 
manuscripts from band leaders with 
little intention, if any, of publishing 
them. The likely procedure will be 
for each such publisher to give the 
council advance information of 








the fair practice provisions of the 
contracts will henceforth be strongly 
enforced and asking that they (the 
publishers), like the pnion’s mem- 
bers, help the undertaking by show- 
ing faith in one another, 





Sid Robin, Army private, sold ‘Six 
Jerks in a Jeep’ to Universal, to be 
sung in ‘Private Buckaroo.’ 
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ush your request for professional 


“A BLUE SONG THAT 
MADE ME HAPPY” 


Words and Music by Irving Siegel, Frank Siwek, Jr. and Will Vidler 
SUDLIK & SIEGEL, Music Publishers 
1650 Broadway, New York 
IRVING SIEGEL, Professional Manager 
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The new “country tune” sensation 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


BOB ATCHER 
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Demand for Fast, Varied Shows 


~~ Cues Great Strides in Comeback 


Of Vaude, Best in Many Years 





The vaudeville ‘comeback’ is con- 
tinuing to gain ground, making more 
strides this season tha ct any time 
since the great debacle in the late 
20’s. The sole answer appears to be 
the war, the vast expenditures of 
money filtering their way into public 
pocketbooks, and the indication that 
the public now appears to want its 
entertainment fast and in varied 
doses 

Curtailment of automobile driving 
because of tire and gasoline short- 
ages may be figuring in the upsurge 
of stage time, especially in the 
smaller towns where vaudeville 
hasn’t been evident in years. It has 
often been stated that stage shows 
i. the less-populated centers dropped 
off when people, able to move 
fast and long by car, drove to the 
key cities for their entertainment. 
Now they’re sticking closer to home. 

In fact, the vaude ‘revival’ is mak- 
ing its strongest move in the smaller 
siuations. Thus, the Roxy, New Brit- 
ain, Conn., Saturday (11) started 
playing name bands on weekends, 
opening with Ella Fitzgerald. The 


Holyoke theatre, Holyoke, Mass., 
sterted a sim lar policy a couple of 
weeks ago. 


The RKO houses in Springfield 
and Salem, Mass., also recently 
adopted stage shows, both spots 
being booked out of Boston. Strand, 
Haverill, Mass., Poli’s, Waterbury, 
and Lyric, Bridgeport, Conn., play- 
ing shows from two to three days 
each, are being bovuked by Arthur 
Fisher out of N. Y. 


Fisher’s Weekend 


Fisher has also acquired three | 


weekend vaude spots via the Cen- 
tury Circuit of N. Y. 
marle, Brooklyn nabe house, started 
two-day weekend shows Saturday 
(11), while the Mayfair and Marine 
are playing shows only on Saturday 
and Sunday, respectively. 

Warners is taking cognizance also 
of -the swing towards stage shows. 
This circuit has added Keeney’s 
Elmira, N. Y., and the Stanley, Utica, 
to its stage show book, both being 
three-day stands and playing top- 
flight bands or personalities. Circuit 
also recently put stage show policies 
into a number of nabe spots in and 
around Pittsburgh, Joe Hiller, in 
Pittsburgh, booking that time. 

In New York, the click of the 
Clifford C. Fischer-Shuberts two-a- 
day ‘Priorities of 1942,’ at the 46th 
Street is prompting still a _ third 
straight-vaude on Broadway, also 
Skubert-backed. This will be the Ed 
Sullivan (N, Y. Daily News’ column- 
ist) sponsored ‘Harlem Cavalcade,’ 
all colored vaude which will open 
at the Ritz, April 27. Sullivan, who 
will give 25% of the net profits to 
the Army Emergency Relief Fund, 
has already lined up most of his 


opening show, including the Peters | 
Sisters, Moke and Poke, Pops and | 
Louie, Miller Bros. and Lois, Eddie | 
Green, and the St. Elmo Johnson | 


Choir. Flourney Miller is writing 
Some of the sketches. Like ‘Priori- 
ties,’ ‘Harlem Cacalcade’ will play 
at $2.20 top and in a Shubert house. 
Noble Sissle is associated with Sul- 
lican in the show. 

Another Shubert Vaude Plan 

Fischer’s other tw -a-da, vauder, 
with Victor Moore and William Gax- 
ton topping, is slated to open April 
24 at the 44th Street, also a 
Shubert house. Shuberts are also 
contemplating putting a_ straight- 
vaude show into the National, Wash- 
ington legiter, during June. July and 
August, but this will depend on 
whether a cooling system can be 


acquired for the house. War priori- 
ties may stymie that. 
Hildegarde, doubling from the | 


Savoy-Plaza hotel, and The Hartmans 
become co-features with Victor 
Moore and William Gaxton for Clif- 
ford C. Fischer’s second Broadway 
two-a-day straight vaudeville show 
at the 44th St. theatre. Jack Bertell 
(MCA) handles both. Meantime, Fis- 
cher’s ‘Priorities,’ his first variety 
lineup, in its fourth week at the 
46th St. is heading for another wow 
$25,000. 

The 44th St. show breaks in at 
Bridgeport next week for a couple 
of days and opens in New York on 
Friday (24). Lee Shubert is again in 
on the venture. Same $1-$2 scale as 
the 46th St. 

Other acts for Fischer's 44th St. in- 
clude Zero Mostel, newcomer come- 

(Continued on page 44) 
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From ’76-to-Pearl Harbor, 
Chi July 4 Rally Theme 


Chicago, April 14. 

Theme of show for the eighth an- 
nual American Legion Fourth of 
July celebration at Soldiers Field 
here will be historic and patriotic, 
revolving about American history 
from 1776 to Pearl Harbor, and tie- 
ing in with the ‘Valley Forge to Vic- 
tory’ tag which has been given the 
celebration. 

Russell W. Root, executive chair- 
man, and Leonard A. Olson, program 
chairman, are making plans for the 
celebration being held under the 
auspices of Cook County Council, 
American Legion of Illinois. 


MARDEN DROPS 
EXCLUSIVITY 
BOOKING 


Ben Marden’s Riviera, which will 
probably open its big room on or 
about May 14, will maintain an ‘open 
door’ policy for agents this season. 
Unlike last year, when Bill Kent 
exclusively booked the spot, all 
agents will have direct entry to 
Marden on talent. . 

Marden is said to figure that he 
| wasn’t getting ‘all the talent’ avail- 
able by maintaining the exclusive 
booking policy. His friendship for 
Kent continues, however. 

The ‘open door’ policy also may 
mean the end of Marden’s tiff with 
the William Morris office. Last sea- 
son, Marden refused to book any 
William Morris office acts, his ar- 
gument with that agency having 
stemmed from the b.o. flop of his 
Miami venture the previous winter. 
At that time Marden claimed the 
Morris office, which had booked the 
Sophie Tucker-Harry Richman-Joe 
|E. Lewis combo into his Florida 
spot, after a successful summer’s 
run at the Jersey roadhouse, sold 
more potent b.o. names to the Royal 
Palm, Miami, without first submit- 
ing. them to him. 

Marden dropped nearly $500,000 
on the Florida venture that first 
|season. He didn’t reopen it this past 
| winter, 


| Modern Political 
Revue for N. Y. Cafe 


Billy Rose, who has made a career 
out of nostalgia, dusting off and re- 
suscitating big time stars of a bygone 
'era in productions at his Diamond 
| Horseshoe, New York nitery, does a 
| complete switch when he comes up 
| with the topical anti-Axis ‘Fun to be 
| Free’ political revue the first week 
|in June. Diamond Horseshoe will, as 
|far as can be ascertained, be the first 
| New York cabaret with a politico- 
satirical motif built along lines of 
pre-war political shows in Contin- 
‘ental clubs in Paris, Moscow and 
Vienna. 

Rose last week concluded arrange- 
ments to produce ‘Fun,’ which was 
| written by George S. Kaufman, Moss 
Hart, Harold J. Rome and others. Re- 
|hearsals are to begin in May and 
|exact opening date will depend on 
progress made. 

Rose has announced that 15% of 
| profits from the show will go to the 
/U. S. Army Emergency Relief, U. S 
| Naval Relicf and the American The- 
atre Wing War Service of the USO. 

Meantime, Joe E. Howard and Nita 
Naldi have dropped out of the cur- 
rent Diamond Horseshoe production 
which is now in its 14th month. 




















Benticks Sought 


Sought in reference to an estate 
in which they may share are Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy C. Bentick (Vickie Bentick, 
nee McKenna). 

Information concerning the where- 
abouts of the pair, last known to 
have been in vaude around 1929, 
should be directed to Benjamin 
Singer, attorney, Brooklyn, N. Y. 





Liquorless ‘Nitery’ 


Lima, O., April 14. 

Effort to keep teen-age kids out of 
nite clubs was seen in the opening 
last week (11) of a ‘liquorless night 
club’ for youngsters in the basement 
of the YMCA building. The spect is 
complete with dance floor, jukebox 
and bar at which soft drinks and 
sandwiches are available. Booths line 
the walls. Orchestras will be em- 
ployed for special occasions, it was 
said. 

If any of the youngsters get ‘sea- 
sick,’ it will be the atmosphere—the 
motif is strictly nautical—and not 
the soft drinks, pointed out Mrs. 
Donna Miller, hostess. ~ 


Vice Scandal 
Brings Firing 
Of Negro Acts 


Cleveland, April 14. 

Placed in an embarrassing, busi- 
ness-damaging light by two of his 
Negro entertainers accused of con- 
tributing to delinquency of three 
white high-school girls, Earon Rein 
is dropping Harlem acts at his Lind- 
say’s Sky-Bar and switching to 
white-skinned entertainment. 

Nan Blakstone has been set to 
Start his new policy April 20, upping 
the intimate club’s budget consider- 
ably. Singing pianist is replacing 
the King Cole Trio, Harold Simpson 
and Roy Raynor, the latter two be- 
ing Cleveland Negro singers figuring 
in vice case that is rocking the 
town. 

Simpson, 38, pleaded not guilty to 
charges preferred against him by 
a 17-year-old girl when case came 
to court last week. Girl testified 
she was attacked by him while he 
was driving her from the club to 
an all-night joint. Simpson denied 
it, saying that he found her in his 
car after closing hours and ordered 
her to get out after she told him she 
was waiting for another colored en- 
tertainer in the spot. His attorney 
won a continuation to April 15 for 
him. 

Both performers were discharged 
the day police picked them up, de- 
clared the Sky-Bar’s operator. 

6 Others on Trial 

Six other Negro night club figures 
are also on trial on the same statu- 
tory charges. Louis Rosenberger, 
21, pleaded guilty to having relations 
with one jitterbug and Charles Oates 
was the target of a 16-year-old girl 
who stated that she had spent a 
night with him at a farmhouse. 

Court was thrown into a fror 
when another one of the youngsters 
hinted that the trio, all from fairly 
well to do families, had intimately 
consorted with over a dozen police- 
men as well as a hotel bellhop, a 
blacksmith and a cab-driver. Ac- 
cusation against the cops is being 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Mead Sigler Succeeds 
Litomy in Coast AGVA 


Los Angeles, April 14. 
Los Angeles local of American 
Guild of Variety Artists elected 
Mead Sigler as executive secretary 
to succeed Leslie Litomy, resigned. 
Sigler had been acting secretary 
during Litomy’s absence east. 
Election was endorsed by Amuse- 
ment Federation, which consists of 
AGVA, Musicians, Bartenders, Wait- 
ers and Culinary Workers. Meeting 
also promised cooperation in a drive 
for a six-day week in all niteries. 


BOTH HOUSES OK 
N.Y. BILL ON 
" AGENT FEES 


Albany, April 14. 

The Assembly today (Tues- 

day) passed the Ostertag-Lon- 

don theatrical agency bill regu- 
lating agency fees. i 











Since the Senate has also okayed 
the bill, only Gov. Lehman’s signa- 
ture awaits the bill becoming a law. 





Albany, N. Y., April 14. 

The Senate passed and sent to the 
Assembly the Condon-Ostertag bill 
regulating fees charged by theatri- 
cal employment agencies. The lower 
house is expected to okay the meas- 
ure, sponsored in that chamber by 
Assemblyman Harold O. Ostertag of 
Attica. Senator William F. Condon, 
chairman of the committee on labor 
and industry in the upper house, is 
co-introducer. 

The bill eliminates the present 
gross fee of 5% and exempts vaude- 
ville and circus engagements. In- 
stead, it provides that the gross fee 
charged applicants shall not exceed 
the amount listed in a schedule of 
maximum fees filed with and ap- 
proved by the Commissioner of Li- 
censes or other licensing agency. 
Changes in the schedule are to be- 
come effective 14 days after the fil- 
ing, unless disapproved within that 
time. 





New Portland, Ore., nitery opened 
here Thursday (9), called Cherokee 
! club. 








Detroit, April 14. 
Accusations that Westwood Inn, 
nitery on the Detroit outskirts, also 
was headquarters for the numbers 
racket here, were aired in a hearing 





before the State Liquor Contro: 
i|Commission. The latter group has 
|been particularly vigilant in policing 
lthe niteries here, on the grounds 
| they’v e got to behave for the protec- 


ition of the defense industry workers | 


The charges brought against Mrs 
|Helen Landsberg, owner of West- 
| wood, is that her husband, Bert, and 
| Hamed Abess, both indicted by a 
| grand jury, used the nitery as a 
‘bank’ for the West Side policy busi- 
ness. 

Mrs. Landsberg contended that she 

was sole owner of Westwood—Abess 
was named as a 50% owner — and 
that she had no knowledge of a pol- 
icy racket being conducted from the 
inn. She admitted, however, that her 
husband was the only one with the 
{combination to the safe, where the 
| State contended large policy funds 
| were cached. 
; Decision in the case was delayed, 
however, to permit the Table Top 
| Congress, a convention of liquor-by- 
the-glass dealers and dispensers, to 
| hold its scheduled meetings at West- 
wood. 





Detroit Nitery Called Headquarters 
For Numbers Racket at State Hearing 


7% 
_ 





8 IN LOTTERY ROUNDUP 
WAIVE EXTRADITION 


Five prominent Miami nitery fig- 





iN. Y., for trial. 
Bonds totaling $110,000, under which 


their arrest, are 
pending call to trial. 

Those: under bond include Louis, 
Charles and Joseph Cohen, brothers, 
associated in operating the Mayfair 
club and believed to have financed 
other local niteries. Charles Oeffler, 
another of the accused, was said to 
be the Cohen connection with the El 
Bolero club. Others included in the 
roundup were Seymour Burns and 
his wife, Rose; Benjamin Lustgarten 
and Joseph Ginsberg. Burns was 
allegedly backer of a beach pub here. 





Remodels Youngstown Nitery 
Youngstown, O., Aprii 14. 
Joe Lucarell has completed re- 
modeling of his nite club, Terrace 
Gardens. 











ures and three others, arrested March | 
/20 in connection with a $10,000,000 | 
| lottery ring, will return to Albany, | 
Attorneys revealed | 
they are not fighting extradition. | P 
|the national board membership re- 
the accused were released following | 
being continued | 





Some AGVA Lea May Quit Natl: 
Quiz Clears Griffm of Anti-Semitism; 
AA's Takeover Held As ‘Too Drastic’ 


Reports reaching New York from 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
sources out-of-town indicate that 
some of the branches of the .variety 
performers union may break away 
from the national body and fend for 
themselves. There's agitation in one 
local, for instance, to apply for a 
state labor charter and confine its 
activities to its particular territory. 
Some members of another branch 
are proposing an affiliation with a 
local CIO-controlled ‘waiters union. 

In no case, however, are the locals 
said to be favorably inclined to the 
takeover of the administration of 
AGVA by its parent Associated 
Actors and Artists of America. 
Though the Four A’s is assuring the 
locals that nothing will be done to 
impair their local autonomy, and 
that it’s the desire of the Four A’s 
only to effect a complete reorganiza- 
tion of AGVA on more progressive 
lines it’s the opinion of out-of-town 
branches that the steps taken by the 
parent union were ‘too drastic.’ Four 
A’s superseded AGVA’s national of- 
ficers board, the international board 
of the Four A’s now steering AGVA, 
and deposed Gerald Griffin as na- 
tional executive secretary. In Grif- 
fin’s place is Thomas J. Phillips, head 
of the Burlesque Artists Assn., who 
has the temporary title of ‘national 
organizer.’ 


Phillips Retains BAA 

Phillips is retaining his official posts 
of executive secretary and president 
of the BAA for the time being, with 
an aide temporarily handling the of- 
fice routine of that union. . 

Last week the Four A’s board 
heard the report of the _ special 
AGVA committee, headed by presi- 
dent Morton Downey, appointed to 
investigate charges and complaints 
against Griffin for his part in the 
brawl at the opening last fall of 
Tommy Dorsey’s music publishing 
offices in N, Y. Matter had been 
hanging fire for months, during 
which Griffin was constantly being 
criticized. Report of the Downey 
committee, though released only in 
part by the Four A’s, exonerates 
Griffin of charges that he is anti- 
Semitic, though acknowledging there 
was an argument between AGVA’s 
executive secretary and Harry Good- 
man, brother of Benny Goodman. 
Griffin had allegedly made anti- 
Semitic utterances in his tiff with 
Goodman. 

Four A’s, at the behest of Griffin, 
did not, however, release that por- 
tion of the report which pertained 
to the committee’s finding that Grif- 
fin’s usefulness to AGVA had been 
impaired. It’s claimed at the Four 
A’s that this portion was deleted 
before it was read before the Four 
A’s board, but at least two commit- 
tee members say they did not know 
about, or agree to, such a deletion. 

On Monday (13) Griffith sent out 
on AGVA mimeograph a lengthy 
statement in his own defense, 
Though he was officially deposed 
early last week and asked to stay 
on for two weeks to help Phillips, 
Griffin signed the statement as 
AGVA’s executive secretary. 

Along with his own statement, 
Griffin enclosed an abbreviated ver- 
sion of the investigating committee’s 
report, plus the Four A’s publicity 
release on the matter. Griffin ad- 
dressed his statement to ‘all mem- 


{bers of the national board and all 


locals.’ 
Griffin accuses ‘certain politicians’ 
within AGVA of having kept the 


| Dorsey party brawl alive ‘for no 


other reason but to attempt to in- 
jure not only myself, but the AGVA 
itself. The national board, by its 
diliatory methods and its refusal to 
recognize and vote the proxies of 


garding this matter, in my estima- 
tion have been guilty of a gross in- 
justice not only to myself, but to 
the organization and the members 
at large.’ 

In one passage, however, Griffin 
forgives those who started ‘this 
smear and helped keep it alive.’ He 
adds: 

‘The good God that watches over 
us all has a way of taking care of 
such things. To paraphrase the 
words of Christ, I can only say with 
the utmost humility, ‘Forgive them, 
Father, they know not what they 
do.’ 

At the finish, Griffin told the 
board members and locals that he 
strenuously opposed the Four A’s ac- 
tion in dissolving AGVA’s national 
board and relieving all officers of 
their duties. 
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When Comics Ain't, and Ribbers Get 
Ribbed—That's a Friars Sat. Nite 





By JOE SCHOENFELD 

Success in two-a-day vaudeville 
in New York, if nothing else, will 
get you a guest-of-honor spot at a 
Friars’ Saturday night. Actually - it 
was Sunday morning (12) by the 
time the boys got around to giving 
the fing to Lou Holtz, Phil Baker, 
Willie Howard and Pau! Draper in 
the Edison hotel's Sun Room, and 
by the time it was over it’s possible 
that three of the names, and Draper 
in absentia, were sorry Clifford C. 
Fischer's ‘Priorities’ is ringing the 
bell so loudly. 

Not a klab game was stirring in 
the Friars clubrooms upstairs when 
the waiters started serving cold 
chicken to some 300 guests, at $2.50 
per copy, to what promised to be 
an A-1 insulting match between and 
among the dais-sitters. However, 
some on the dais didn’t know how 
to be insulting, and at least one 
couldn’t take an insult. 

That left it up to Frank Fay, who 
did a magnificent job of toastmas- 
tering the affair; Harry Conn, the 
comedy material writer who writes 
better than he delivers; Harry 
Hershfield, Phil Baker, who got 
hewls with his risque interpretation 
of his “Take It or Leave It’ radio 
program, and Willie Howard, who 
scored via his stooge, who gave the 
comic a tongue-lashing in double- 
talk. Draper wasn’t there (because 
of his booking at the Waldorf-As- 
toria), and Lou Holtz, who was 
saved for the finish, needed some- 
body to save him. Howard tried to 
do it, but not successfully and the 
rescue was merely confusing. 

Forget to Bail Out 

There were some younger comics 
on the dais, too, but they made no 
effort to get funny, or compete with 
some of the oldsters, who tried, but 
couldn’t get funny. Thus Danny 


Kaye merely said hello, while Benny | 


Baker paid tribute to Holtz, whom 
he once stooged for, and then sat 
down. Jerry Lester, who came late, 
wished he hadn't come at all after 
Frank Fay got through with him. 
Lester tried to beg off after Fay 
gave him a big buildup as a ter- 
rific comic doing a bangup job at 
the Strand across the street. When 


Lester failed to be funny, Fay began | 


to heckle him and Lester made the 
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mistake of ‘talking back’ to as ‘fast’ 
la quipper as the redhead. All it 
wgot Lester was embarrassment. 

| The latter was also the ‘punish- 
iment’ for 1. J. Fox, the furrier, who 
|was prevailed upon to go to the 
| mike, although present as the guest 
|of Hershfield. Fox didn’t know how 
to begin, or end, and finally Fay 
‘saved’ him, but Fox didn’t take the 
|hint and kept repeating, over and 
over again, ‘I'm very, very, very 
happy ...’. Fay later said that there 
had been times when he also had 
been ‘bailed out’ and had gone back 
for more punishment. He pointed to 
'a scar on his scalp to bear that out. 
| Aside from Fay and Hershfield, the 
‘smartest’ talker on the dais was 
Conn, who read his speech with lit- 
tle sense of timing, but nevertheless 
' 

‘came up with some sharp gags. In 
speaking of Draper, Conn said, ‘He 
| brought Bill Robinson’s act back to 
'the white race.’ 

Re: Howard's Relatives 

| Of Howard, Conn cracked: ‘Wil- 
| lie’s success never went to his head 
|—it went to his relatives.’ 

As for Baker, Conn stated that the 
accordion-player ‘spent 20 years in 
vaudeville and 10 years breaking in 
shows in Boston.’ Conn called Holtz 








He continued: 


‘Last season Holtz enjoyed a lit- 
tle -theatrical recess ...a dignified 
layoff. I saw Holtz’s act and I 
thought it needed a little something. 
|I saw ‘Priorities’ last Thursday and 
| Holtz’s act is now in shape—all it 
(needed was Howard, Baker and 
Draper.’ 

Ken Kling got a roar with a draw- 

ing of his impression of Willie How- 
}ard in his dressing room. Later, for 
|his emtrance, Hershfield topped 
everything with a gag about the 
| drawing. 
Bill Brandell, executive director 
|of the Friars, delivered the address 
|of welcome to the guests in the ab- 
| sence of Abbott Ben Bernie. Bran- 
idell’s talk was chiefly in Yiddish, 
land a number of refugees in the 
|joint are probably still wondering 
|what it was about. To those who 
| understood it, however, it was very 
| funny. 





lit for many years, stirringly sang 
ithe Friars Song, composed by Vic- 


tor Herbert, and then went into a 


,mediley of American patriotic tunes | 


that drew a smash reception. 





These hav desig Clark | 
LaConga Sets Dolly Dawn) rotincon now on tne cst evcont 


Dolly Dawn, wh» recently gave up 
the male orchestra she led to work 
solo as a singer, has been booked into 


LaConga, New York nitery, for two | 


weeks opening May 13. 

George Hall, with whose band Miss 
Dawn originally sang, and which she 
later took over, is now her personal 
manager. 
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‘the No. 1 company of Patsy _" 


Eddie Miller, who has been doing | 


Tomlin Heads Unit 
To Tour Army Camps 


Kansas City, April 14. 

Pinky Tomlin has left here for 
the Coast to prep as m. c. of a Camel 
caravan for camp shows beginning 
a tour April 27. On the Coast he'll 
be joined by Herb Shriner, and pair 
will handle comedy routines in the 
shows. Idea is to feature pair on a 
tour of camps in the west, then move 
them in as guest stars of caravan 
touring midwest camps, and so on east 
until they have completed the camp 
circuit. Prior to the camp tour Tom- 
| lin will have a guest shot on the Al 
Pierce air show. William Esty 
agency set both deals. 

While on the Coast the singing 
songsmith will cut a quartet of plat- 
ter sides as part of his contract with 
Decca. 

Tomlin remained here 10 days after 
his recent fortnight in the Terrace 
Grill of the Hotel Muehlebach. He 
stayed to be with the missus after 
the birth of their second child, Tru- 
man, Jr., April 7. 


$850,000 FOR 15 
OUTDOOR CAMP 
TROUPES 


Details of the 18 units that will 
tour Army camps and Navy bases 
for USO-Camp Shows, Inc., this 
summer have been virtually set, 
with only casts to be filled in. First 
of them will be rolling by May 20 
and the others will follow in the 
next 10 days. The 24 indoor units 
that have heen out during the winter 
will start folding around May 10. 

The 15 outdoor shows, which will 
operate for 20 weeks, will cost $850,- 
000, CSI figures. Another $150,000 
has been budgeted for additional 
spot-booked shows out of New York, 
Chicago and Hollywood. 

Summer units will be broken into 
two circuits, the Red, consisting of 
70 camps, and the Blue, 186 camps. 
The seven shows for the Red will 
cost about $4,300 per week to oper- 
ate, of which $2,850 will be talent. 
The eight Blue units will operate 
at $1,550 per week, of which $1,100 
will be for talent. For the equiva- 
| lent winter shows, CSI spent $2,200 
| to $3,000 for talent for the big shows 
| and $900-$1,000 for the minor cir- 
| cuit. 

Biue units will tour on the big 
trucks loaned by General Motors to 
} provide last summer’s entertainment. 








to allow any type act to work on the 
enlarged stage which unfolds from 
| the truck. Stages were very limited 
| on them last season. 

} Red units will play on outdoor 
stages, also designed by Robinson, 
| which are being erected in camps 
without such facilities. Army is con- 
tributing labor to build them and 
CSI has appropriated $40,000—with 
a maximum of $500 per stage—for 
the lumber. CSI figures the stages, 
which will have facilities for all 
types of hangings, valuable perman- 
ent contributions to the camps for 
many other purposes beside CSI 
shows. 


Producers 
Contributing to the production of 
units will be Leon Leonidoff and 
Russel Markert, of the Radio City 
Music Hall, N. Y.; Jack Partington, 
of Fanchon & Marco, and George 
Hamid. In addition, one show will 


chon, of F. & M. 
'for the New 


Some of the talent 
York units will be 





| drawn from Chicago, to which CSI 
| producer Harry Delmar will make 
|his second trip next week to give 


various performers the o.o. In 
dition, the WLS Barn Dance show 
is being booked out of Chicago. 

One of the major shows CSI chief- 
tain Abe Lastfogel is trying to set 
willl be built around a name band. 
Bands have proved among the most 
popular camp entertainment. If he 
is unable to get one orch to stay out 
for the entire 20 weeks at the low 
price being offered, he hopes to get 
five for four weeks each or four for 
five weeks. As added bait for the 
bands to take the low figure offered, 
Lastfoge] has arranged with Mark 
Woods, of the Blue Network, to pro- 
vide a remote wire from one camp 
each week. 


. Names 
Each show, as far as possible, will 
be augmented with a Hollywood or 
radio name. Hollywood Victory 
Committee is drawing up a list of 








Ritzes Set for $5,500 
At Elko, Nev., Hotel 


Elko, Nev., April 14. 
The Commercial hotel here has 
signed the Ritz Brothers to play a 
week in The Lounge beginning April 
25. 
They will get about $5,500 for the 
seven-day stint. 


Film on Social Diseases 
Displants Burley After 
Army Chaplain’s Protest 


Minneapolis, April 14. 
After pressure from Lt.-Col. J A. 
Troy, Catholic chaplain at Ft. Snell- 
ing, local military post, who charged 


that the shows caused soldiers to go 
‘astray,, Harry Hirsch and Harry 
Katz have ended their burlesque 
season at the Alvin and will present 
the anti-syphilis picture, ‘No Greater 
Sin,’ starting next week. 

Picture has the approval of the 
Henepin eounty medical society and 
social workers here. 


NIGHT CLUB NAMES 
ON FARM PROGRAM 


Chicago, April 14. 

New ‘Farm Service’ show on 
WBBM at 6:15 am. has Bob Atcher 
and Bonnie Blue Eyes, and Novelty 
Aces. 

Latter group came from night 
clubs around Chicago Gang with 
Alan Rinehart, Lenore Burch, Har- 
old Maus. Hazel Turner and Clar- 
ence Dooley can do hill-billy, swing, 
sweet harmony, or hymns. Program 
designed to liven morning listening. 


Show People Flee 
Worcester Hotel Fire 


Worcester, Mass., April 14. 
Mrs. Mildred Cortello, 40, an en- 
tertainer appearing at Plymouth the- 
atre here, narrowly escaped death 
when fire routed 60 guests at 4 
o’clock last Tuesday morning (7) 

















ad- | 


from Hotel Mayfair. Mrs. Cortello 
and her husband, George, dlso a vet 
| vaudevilian, were trapped in their 
|room as flames rose through the cor- 
|ridors, She threw from the window 
|a rope provided as a fire escape and 
|slid down from the second-story 
| window only to lose her grip half- 
}way down when her hands burned. 
|She crashed to the pavement and 
}suffered a fractured left leg. 
Cortello, who was presenting a 
dog act, was rescued with three of 
his dogs when a fireman appeared 
with a ladder. He said he had de- 
cided if he could not get out with 
| his dogs, he wouldn't go at all. 
Among other guests who fled were 
Antonio and Conchita del Val, dance 
team appearing at Lido; Paul Bor- 
den, Edward and Stanley Slejko, 
William and Thomas Oblak, Shad 
McWilliams, Murray Berne, Edward 
Martin, Henry Schooley and Frank 
Cowan, all members of Bob Allen's 
band, which also was playing at the 
|Plymouth; Edward Ostrom, m. ec. 





of the Allen bus, his wife and two- 
year-old son Ronald, and Edward 
Rogers, manager of the band. 





film players available, while on the 
radio side it is hoped to snare Fred 
Allen, Edgar Bergen and other big 
names whose shows take summer 
layoffs. 

Figures for first four weeks of free 
admish to camp shows disclose that 
attendance increased materially 
from the pre-March 9 days when 15c 
and 20c was charged. Average for 
the 11 major shows was 995 boys per 
performance, as against 652 former- 
ly. Total was 472,862 servicemen 
entertained at the 471 performances 
during the month, plus 76,830 more 
at 455 performances by the 13 minor 
shows. Attendance averaged 90% 
of capacity. 

The $4,000,000 which USO had 
budgeted to CSI for next season is 
broken down to $2,500,000 for winter 
shows, $1,000,000 for summer shows 





and $500,000 for units to be sent te 


; off-shore bases. 


be produced in Hollywood by Fan | with the show; Arthur Ferri, driver | 
LiyW an- 





Musicians Snag Forces RKO to Quit 
New York Vande in Three Boroughs 


ad 








Live talent will be dropped first 
week in May for an indefinite period 
from all New York RKO houses 
under Charles MacDonald, division 
manager, due largely io increased 
scale of wages demanded for mu- 
sicians by their union officials. Warm 
weather approach is a minor factor 
in the cancellation. 

MacDonald, supervising operation 
of houses in Brooklyn, Queens and 
Manhattan, has been trying to revive 
vaude in RKO nabes for some time. 
First major hurdle came up coupie 
of months ago when musicians union 
ruled that, even if one or two instru- 
mental acts played an RKO theatre, 
the circuit would be obliged to pay 
for orch of five men—even if there 
was no pit or other spot in the house 
for the men to play in. 

More recently the union advised 
RKO that the scale of musicians em- 
ployed in RKO houses would be 
upped from $8 to $12 per day with 
rate jumping from $10 to $15 for 
leaders, in houses charging admission 
of 40c or more. 


Vaude Comeback 


Continued from page 43 


dian, who, like Hazel Scott, dusky 
pianologist, will continue to double 
from Cafe Society; The Bricklayers, 
Miriam LaValle and George Wood's 
showgirls from the Royal Palm, 
Miami. Show will be billed at ‘Keep 
‘Em Laughing. Also Kitty Mattern, 
Peggy & Moro, Jack Cole Dancers, 
Stuart Morgan Dancers and Linda 
Ware. Dicker for Smith & Dale fell 
through. Advance sales already in. 

There’s also talk of the current 
‘Priorities’ limeup, including Lou 
Holtz, Willie Howard, Phil Baker 
and Paul Draper, going to Chicago 
for a run following their stay in 
N. Y. In that event, a new ‘Priori- 
ties’ cast will be mustered for N. Y. 

Incidentally, there’s no question 
that the click of two-a-day in N. Y. 
has considerably hypoed the impres- 
sion of vaudeville among theatre 
operators in general. This is also a 
factor in the upsurge of stage shows 
in the hinterland and in nabe houses. 






































ALLEN, BURNS 


and CODY 


{Acromaniacs) 


Currently 


PARAMOUNT, New York 


Opening May 1 


CHICAGO, Chicago 


From VARIETY, April 8 


ALLEN, BURNS & CODY 
Acrobatics 
6 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 
These three boys, clearly young- 


| sters, have turned out a sock acro- 


batic, tumbling and clowning rou- 
tine. Their bag of tricks is a good 
one and their style is excellent. 

Many of the stunts are the usual 
ones of similar trios, but there are 
quite a few rather original tricks. 
Among these is the three-man pin- 
wheel. There’s also a nicely-accom- 
plished three-high shoulder stand, 
spiced with comedy. Also a bit of 
jitterbug dancing for laughs. 

Over solidly here and should do 
equally well in cafes which have 
enough open floor space for the boys 
to work. With the definite taste for 
comedy which they show, lads should 
have plenty of future with that angle 
even further played up to remove 
them from the realm of the ordi- 
mary acro turn, Herb. 


Nathano & Offin 
48 West 48th Street, New York 


—-- 
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Burley Flourishing 15 Mins, From 
N.Y. in Jersey, But No Stripping 





By MIKE WEAR 


New York City may not be able 
to see burlesque or a reasonable 
facsimile of same because of Mayor 
F. H. LaGuardia’s crackdown., but 
they can view old-fashioned bur- 
lesque shows in New Jersey after 
only a 15-20 minute train or bus 
r:’e. Wheel shows operate at the 
Empire, Newark, and Hudson thea- 
tre, Union City, and are advertised 
as such. 

Shows presently in Union City 
follow much the same pattern of 
bits and strip-teasers as employed 
in Times Square theatres before 
shuttered by the city administration. 
Exception to N. Y. setup is that 
there is considerably less nudity, the 
strippers and ensemble never dof- 
fing the bras, at least not at the 
matinee performances. 

Watson Beef Trust show, in Union 
City, currently, leans heavily on 
comedy, with blue material played 
down. However, featured femme, 
Marion Morgan, follows virtually 
the same dance routines, bumps and 
all, recently exhibited in N. Y. Au- 
diences appeared to like it. House 
plays to capacity over weekends. 
Buses run from Times Square to 
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PAUL 
REGAN 


Currently 


PARAMOUNT 


New York 


Thanks 
TOMMY DORSEY 


OPENING MAY 1 
CHICAGO THEATRE 


PALACE, CLEVELAND, 


“Paul Regan is certainly 
one of the best impressionists. 
As Shelia Barrett, he uses wit 
and satire rather than the ob- 
vious tricks.” 

WINDSOR FRENCH, 
Cleveland Press. 


CHICAGO THEATRE 


“Paul Regan ended up 
speech making himself off.” 


Gold, VARIETY. 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


“Equaliy good for theatres 
or niteries, Regan has a long 
list of characters he capably 
carbons.” 

Herb, VARIETY. 


“His repertoire is almost 
endless and grows stronger as 
it unfolds. His stuff re- 
sembles a caricature, rather 
than an impersonation, and 
the gag material is good com- 


edy.”’ 
HAROLD HUMPHREY, 
BILLBOARD. 
“Paul Regan offers rapid 


fire imitations. Patter is fresh 
and funny.” 
EDITH WERNER, 
N. ¥. DAILY MIRROR. 


Mgt. M.C.A. 


within a few blocks of the theatre 
in less than 15 minutes at 15c a ride. 


No Stripping in Newark 

Empire theatre in Newark has 
eliminated strip-teasing within the 
last month at the request of the city 
authorities. Otherwise it’s pretty 
much the same brand of entertain- 
ment as dished out formerly in the 
N. Y. houses. Show gals never un- 
cover in the tableaux, nor are bras 
cver discarded by any of the prin- 
cipals, 

Pat Paree, featured femme in 
show caught, gave the nearest thing 
to an undraping act, returning after 
her slow-motion gyrations sans 
about everything except full-length 
transparent opera hose, thin bras 
and G-string. Business appeared to 
be off slightly, but is reported to be 
that way on Saturday. matinees 
under wartime working hours and 
ec nditions. Newark is 16 minutes 
from 34th Street and Seventh Ave- 
nue by most Pennsy trains. 


Men made up the bulk of the au- 
diences at both the Newark and 
Union City houses. 


Bill Green Turns Red 
Upon Learning Error 
On Pitt Band Booking 


Pittsburgh,. April 14. 


Came last Monday (6) and Bill 
Green, owner and operator of Pitts- 
burgh’s biggest nitery, sat back and 
waited for Mel Marvin’s band to 
start playing. Only there was no 
Mel Marvin, and no band either. 


Papers had publicized the opening 
of the engagement generously, radio 
columns had carried Marvin’s list- 
ing, his pictures were in all the night 
club columns and a goodly crowd 
was on hand, too. Green couldn’t 
understand it. Hastily, he phoned 
the Music Corp. of America office in 
Cleveland and wanted to know what 
had become of Marvin. The MCA 
office told Green to look at his con- 
tract again. He did—and was his 
face red when he saw the band was 
to open April 13, not April 6! 

So the nitery owner hastily called 
headquarters of Local 60 of the mu- 
sicians’ union and asked them to 
send out an assortment of horn- 
tooters immediately. Local 60 did. 
Then Green phoned the Stanley the- 
atre and asked Max Adkins, con- 











ductor of the house orch, if he'd) 
hurry out after his last show and} 
front the pick-up crew just to make 
it look good, since Adkins has quite 














a local rep. By the following even- | 
ing Green had located the only Pitts- 
{burgh band available, Tommy Car-| 
|lyn, and he was available only be-| 
cause he had finished a run at the| 
Sky Vue the night before. Carlyn 
finished the week there. Last night | 
(13), Marvin was on deck—just as| 
his contract said he would be. 





Pitt Musician Arrested 
On Girl Dancer’s Charge | 


Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Albert Faust, 27-year-old Pitts- 
| burgh musician, was arrested here | 
| last week by city police when Louise | 
| Cummings, night club dancer known 
| professionally as Lee Carter, charged 
|she was beaten while resisting his 
|advances. Girl was treated for a 
| possible fractured jaw and cuts and| 
| bruises of the head in the Scuth 
'Side Hospital following the alleged 
| attack. 
| Miss Cummings said Faust had of- 
|fered to drive her home from an en- 
gagement at Pat McBride’s cafe, | 
where both were working at the) 
time, but instead drove her to a) 
lonely ‘lover's lane’ off the main} 
highway. Dancer told police she| 
pushed Faust away finally and es- | 
caped from the car, but that later | 
he persuaded her to get back in the | 
auto and then drove her home. 

Faust, in add#tion to playing with | 
the dance orchestra at McBride’s, is | 
also a physical instructor. 











PHIL REGAN’S CHEZ DATE 

Phil Regan has been signatured for 
five weeks at the Chez Paree, Chi- 
cago, opening April 20. 

Moves to Chi following the com- 
pletion of his engagement at the 








Latin Quarter, Boston. 


Oh, Yeah ! 


Coincidence stalked Connee 
Boswell last week when she 
played the Central theatre, Pas- 
saic, N. J. At the time she was 
booked for the date a number of 
weeks before, Harry Leddy, her 
manager and husband, brought a 
question to Harry Romm, Gen- 
eral Amus. Corp. vaude booker, 
about playing the date on guar- 
antee and percentage. Romm re- 
plied that the first three days of 
the date were the last half of 
Easter week, which should be 
good under ordinary circum- 
stances. He remarked to Leddy: 
‘That’s April 9; you certainly 
won’t have a blizzard.’ 

Unseasonal snowstorm began 
early on her opening day (9) and 
continued almost all day. 


Pa. Cracks Down 


On Shows Booked 
By N. Y. Agencies 


Philadelphia, April 14. 


The State Department of Labor 
and Industry is beginning to crack 
down on shows that are booked 
through the large New York offices 
in violation of the State laws gov- 
erning booking of entertainment. 


On Sunday (12) a show was set 
at the Hote! Broadwood for the 
United Retail and Wholesale Shoe 
Clerks (CIO) through the William 
Morris office. Just before it started, 
Anthony C. Sharkey, chief investi- 
gator for the booking licensing de- 
partment, arrived on the scene and 
demanded to see the contract. 


After a hurried consultation be- 
tween representatives of the Morris 
agency, sponsor of the show, and 
Sharkey, new contracts were drawn 
up and cleared through Joel Charles, 
a local licensed booker. Although no 
comment was forthcoming from 
either the Morris reps or union 
execs, Sharkey announced that ‘all 
requirements of the State had been 
met.’ 


He served notice that hereafter all 
shows which are booked through any 
agency other than a licensed Penn- 
sylvania booker, would be stopped 
and its sponsors prosecuted. 


The shoe union show included 
Mitzi Green, Dave Apollon, Radio 
Echoes, Barry Sisters, Chaz Chase 
and Alex Bartha’s orchestra. 




















Shuttering of N. Y. Burley Seen 
As Country-Wide Reform Drive: 
May Be Prelude to New Dry Era 





Shuttering of burlesque houses in 
N. Y., upheld in decision handed 
down in N. Y. supreme court Satur- 
day (11) denying petition of Gaiety 
theatre to force Commissioner Paul 
Moss to grant it a license, is consid- 
ered in show circles as prelude to a 
nationwide purity drive, ostensibly 
to protect morals of men in uniform. 
Some believe it a counterpart of pro- 
hibition and likely to wind up in en- 
actment of another Volstead law. 

Combined with cleanup drive 
aimed at niteries and burley houses 
in Philadelphia, Chicago, Detroit, 
Minneapolis, Cleveland and other 
metropolitan areas, move is con- 
strued as opening gun in campaign 
sponsored by prominent churchmen 
which will bring rigid curfew and 
drinking restrictions. Consensus of 
opinion is that neither Army nor 
other U. S. Government officials are 
backing move. 

Morris L. Ernst, attorney for the 
Gaiety, pointed out that pressure for 
midnight closing of restaurants, 
niteries and other places of enter- 
tainment is already growing strong 
and may before long affect iegit, 
vaudeville and every other form of 
entertainment. 

Fight Up to Legit Showmen 

Ernst stated that question whether 
the burlesque theatres will go to the 
Court of Appeals to fight on the basic 
legal constitutional point involving 
legality of closing any theatre by 
means of one-man censorship, with- 
out first bringing. offenders into 
courts, will depend on attitude of 
legit managers. Burley operators 
alone are not financially able to con- 
test the issue in the higher courts. 

Ernst is discussing possibi ‘ty of 
action from legit and nitery opera- 
tors in conjunction with the bur- 
lesque theatres, also getting suppor+ 
of Authors Guild, Dramatists League 
and Theatre Council. 

At the same time, Ern:t has cau- 
tioned legit theatre men to get full 
year licenses from Moss, instead of 
six-month tickets, because any the- 
atre in N. Y. could be closed by the 
same process applied in darkening 
the burlesque houses. 





Ernst stated he is convinced the 





bluenose mob is behind the current 
drive against burlesque and niteries 
and that they will eventually come 
from behind the smoke screen to im- 
pose another prohibition law. He 
said, also, that three legit shows kid- 
ding burlesque which are now being 
readied for Broadway showing will 
find the same reformers waiting and 
ready to pounce. 

As to effect of sundry restrictions, 
Ernst said that banning of coin ma- 
chines by Mayor LaGuardia has 
served only to- increase alley crap- 
shooting by youngsters. Ernst added 
that the only form of gambling to 
date immune from punitive action 
are the bingo games for church and 
welfare associations, which net 
around $5,000,000 annually. 

Meantime, Gaiety and all other 
burley houses in N. Y., which were 
closed Feb. 23, haVe no prospect of 
reopening. 

Justice Levy’s Decision 

In his decision, Supreme Court 
Justice Aaron Levy said that ‘if 
burlesque is net theatre and in no 
wise involves free expression, cen- 
sorship is not then at issue. Nudity 
is the prime and predominant feature 
of burlesque. Burlesque operators 
are habitual and confirmed vendors 
of smut, not even susceptible of 
double entendre. 

‘Their entire performances are cal- 
culated to exploit the excitement of 
lustful and lecherous desires. What 
they have purveyed will poison the 
emotions, morale and minds of pa- 
trons. The individuals concerned 
gave their promise in 1937 that bur- 
lesque would be cleaned up, but the 
proof is that they did not keep faith. 
The petitioner has not shown a clear 
legal right to relief.’ Justice Levy 
added that Mayor LaGuardia’s op- 
position to filth was well known and 
that the action of Commissioner 
Moss could not be said to be wholly 
without sanction.’ 


Adding fuel to the flames of con- 
troversy was stand taken by Helen 
Hayes in letter to the N. Y. Times 
recently, expressing view that bur- 
lesque, like any other issue in ques- 
tion, should have its day in court, 
Reported that Bishop Manning bit- 
terly resented Miss Hayes’ defense of 
burlesque. 














Just wanted to say Thank Bou to 
all the grand people J appeared for 
while on mp personal appearance tour. 


As eber--- 


John Boles 
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New 





Acts 





JOHN GARFIELD 
Talk 

14 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

John Garfield the screen star, and 
John Garfield the vaudeville actor, 
are evidently two different people. 
Opening his personal appearance 
here, Garfield reprises the piano- 
playing, dramatic talk Mickey Bor- 
den bit he played in ‘Four Daugh- 
ters,’ a scene, in fact, which cata- 
pulted him to stardom. As the cyni- 
cal, cigaret-smoking musical ar- 
ranger, with an off-stage pianist 
following his own motions at a baby 
upright, Garfield doesn’t once falter 
or hesitate on the dialog. 

This bit over, he steps down to 
the foots and begins to hem and 
haw all over the place. Even when 
telling a gag about his kid, a cute 
little story that’s more homey than 
humorous and which he must know 
well, he’s working in hesitation- 
style. Ditto in a comedy afterpiece 
with Jerry Lester and Gracie Bar- 
rie, in which Garfield is made to 
look more like a stooge than a dra- 
matic star. Opening night (10), 
after four shows, Garfield was still 
forgetting his lines, or hesitating so 
much that all pace was lost. 

As for his own bit, Garfield could 
find something stronger than the 
‘Four Daughters’s scene. At the big 
Navy Relief show at Madison Square 
Garden recently, Garfield delivered 
‘The Sinking of the Jervis Bay,’ writ- 
ten by Gene Fowler, and that im- 
pressed as better and more timely 
stage material. 

*A good name for marquees, Gar- 
field here is teamed with his latest 
film, ‘Dangerously They Live’ (WB), 
and the combo is spelling good box- 
office. Scho. 





ZERO MOSTEL 
Comedian 

12 Mins. 

Cafe Society, N. Y. 

Zero Mostel started at the Down- 
town Cafe Society and is now es- 
conced at the Uptown C. S., which 
is under Barney Josephson’s twin 
management. With the assing 
weeks he’s evolved into something of 
a comedic personality. That it’s been 
done on such short order is evidence 
anew of the hunger for new talent, 
and for Mostel it’s been a fast 
pyramiding progression, including 
guest shots with the Basin Street 
Blues (NBC). Now he’s set to join 
Clifford C. Fischer’s new vaudeshow 
on Broadway at the 44th St. next 
week, 

Mostel’s style is unique and yet 
reminiscent, but he makes the blend 
sufficiently original to be wholly 
commercial on his own. The Charles 
Boyer routine; the gibberish Hitler 
(in neo-German double-talk); the 
John J. Anthony, and the Jimmy 
Durante (announced) takeoffs make 
for a rather sprightly sequence. 

Otherwise, the Cafe Society Down- 
tewn retains Baby Hines, a not so 
infantile colored songstress; Teddy 
Wilson’s brisk swingologists, and Al- 
bert Ammons-Pete Johnson, mara- 
thon boogie-woogie pianists. At the 
Uptown bistro, Kenneth Spencer, 
basso baritone: Eddie Smith, vio- 
linist-maestro; Hazel Scott (doubling 
into another Fischer vaudeshow, 
‘Priorities’), and Joe Sullivan’s band 
hold forth. Cafe Society Downtown 
this Fridav (17) will be augmented 
by Phil Leeds, 
comic, doubling from ‘Of V We Sing,’ 
thus giving both the Greenwich Vil- 
lage and East 58th St. boites com- 
edy headliners coincidentally. 

Abel. 


THE VOCATONES (14) 
Choral Group 

8 Mins. 

Strand, N. Y. 

Here’s a new glee club, eight girls 
and. six boys, all young and acting 
very inexperienced. It’s an okay 
idea, considering the fact that so few 
ofay acts of this type are around, but 
much can be done in enhancing their 
arrangements and stage deportment. 

That jitterbug bouncing is one of 
the act’s present faults that should 
be quickly corrected. Kids are toss- 
ing their arms and bodies so much, 


notably a couple of the girls, they 
are getting in each other’s way, plus 
getting monotonous. On a couple of | 
occasions the group went fiat, and 


*White Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘Chatta- 
nooga Choo Choo’ are already dated. 
Their third and final number is ‘On 
Revival Day,’ over-arranged. 

The youngsters didn’t seem to 
know how to get off the stage, with 
the result the applause hung for a 
moment and then came-in a mere 
sprinkle at this viewing. They’re a 
good-looking group, however, and 
adroit fixing can make them a very 
commercial turn. Scho. 


LEE LAMONT 

Dancing 

4 mins, 

Queen Mary Cafe, New York. 

Hard-working terper displays ade- 
quate, but not *>-*sual Spanish tap 
and tango routine. 

Miss wamon. orks in a_ flashy 
black velvet costume, bright red 
shoes, and shapes up as a conven- 
tional but satisfactory turn for nit- 
ery bookings. Mori. 


LEONARD ELLIOTT 
With Myra Jurist 
Comedian 

20 Mins. 

Hotel Pierre, New York 

Leonard Elliott is a clever satirist 
who is a victim of odious compari- 
sons. In short, Danny Kaye. 

He reminds of Kaye, and while} 
not as clever as that now established | 
mimic, Elliott has the same basic | 
stuff which was first recognized in | 
the current star of ‘Let’s Face It.’ 
The difference is that Kaye pioneer- 
ed an original style, and wasn’t bur- 
dened with any suspicion of possibly 
simulating another, more established 
trouper. 

Hence, Elliott, who has been in 
legit, as a stgaight dramatic player, 
finds himself a bit under a handicap 
and even a slight cloud. Yet, para- 
doxically he’s quite original in much 
of the stuff he does. 


The fundamentals are at fault. He 
has the same somewhat aesthetic 
appearance as Kaye, he utilizes the 
same intelligent approach to the 
satirical; and of course the usage of 
his graceful hands and general pos- 
ture must perforce corijure up the 
shadow of one Danny Kaye. 


How to throw this off? Well, 
Elliott might come out, in frank and 
forthright manner, and from the 
start ad lib, something perhaps like 
this: ‘In this imitation of Danny 
Kaye giving an imitation of me giv- 
ing an imitation of Kaye, etc., he 
could disarm the entire situation. 


Flashing a somewhat ‘Continental’ 
accent, his dialects in French, Ger- 
man and heavy Anglo-Saxon are 
fetching. The opening _ satirical 
French waltz; the frou-frou Gallic 
chorine impression; the Oriental 
and Javanese routines (which re- 
mind the most of Kaye); the ‘I Love 
Life’ baritone; the Town Hall recital, 
and the like, are clever and quite 
punchy. 

He’s by no means to be dismissed 
as the poor man’s Kaye, because 
Elliott has talent, personality and a 
style. But even the parallelism of 
having a femme pianist, Myra Jurist, 
and the posy to her not as only as 
accompanist but as material writer, 
perforce conjures up another Kaye 
parallelism to Sylvia Fine (Mrs. K) 
who, too, authors for her spouse. 


From the trade angle, these anal- 
oOgies are necessarily given somewhat 
accented commentary. From the cus- 
tomer’s angle, young Elliott clicked 
at the Pierre’s Cotillion Room, a 
boite long known for (1) its stiff- 
ness and (2) its sparsity of custom- 
ers. Elliott found his debut greeted 
by neither; the attendance was gen- 
erous and enthusiastic, enough to 
flatter even a Kaye. 


_ It’s a cinch some judicious author- 
ing and showmanship will project 
Elliott into the importance he merits. 
They liked him here, but the boff 
was restrained only by the shadow 
of a previous substance, Abel, 


STUBBY KAYE 
Comedy 





another newcomer | 


8 Mins. 
Hippodrome, Baltimore 

Rotund lad with pleasing manner 
and good delivery has been working 
the niteries and U.S.O. Camp Shows. 
Has developed a good routine of 
}fresh material and succeeds in 
| punching over his laughs in steady 
fashion. 

Opening parody on draft into the 
army is all right, after which a ses- 
sion of gagging leads into a simu- 


SUSAN MILLER 
With Al Siegal 
Songs 

15 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Susan Miller is the latest singer 
to come forth under the aegis of Al 
Siegal, developer of singers for many 
years and a_ pianist-comp0Oser-ar- 
ranger of established importance. 
Siegal discoverer of Bee Palmer, 
Ethel Merman, Lillian Shade and 





ito display lar 


others, recently sent Joan Merrill on 
the way to big things. 

In Miss Miller there is room for 
doubt as to whether he has another 
find. However, on experimentation 
with arrangements suiting her and 
more work for seasoning and train- 
ing, she may make the grade with 
some degree of success. 

On Miss Miller’s appearance here, 
with Siegal at the piano, she is not 
making much of an impression. Her 
voice is on the shouty side and lacks 
melodic qualities. In the selling her 
technique reminds somewhat of Mar- 
tha Raye in that she throws a lot 
of lustiness into her singing. For 
all of this, however, on the arrange- 
ment of ‘China Boy,’ she’s lost since 
the orchestra drowns her out. 

Miss Miller opens with ‘Delilah,’ 
later on doing an arrangement of 
‘Blues in the Night.’ Both numbers 
are on the oldish side. It may be 
that so far as ‘Blues in Night’ is 
concerned, Siegal’s arrangement goes 
a little too far. 

A number about General Mac- 
Arthur, composed by Siegal, closes 
with Miss Miller doing a recitation 
that does not seem to click right. 
Number is almost entirely the recita- 
tion portion. 

Formerly in pictures with Univer- 
sal, Miss Miller more recently was 
at Earl Carroll's nitery on ee 

ar, 


EARL & JOSEPHINE LEACH 
Dancing 
Villa Madrid, Pittsburgh 


By no means newcomers to show 
biz, the Leaches are a new act just 
the same, having done themselves 
over almost completely, in name, 
added class and terp talent, since 
their return from a two-year stay in 
Europe, which ended just before 
outbreak of war. Brother and sis- 
ter, they started orfginally with 
Ginger Rogers back in 1927 as the 
Texas Redheads, kept that name for 
themselves when Ginger Rogers 
dropped out of the act to join Jack 
Pepper, and continued to-use it un- 
til only recently. As the Redheads 
they were a couple of hot-cha kids, 
specializing in such things as the 
Charleston and its successors, but 
now their ‘cuteness’ is of an adult 
variety, they’re improved terpers and 
have matured in grace and ability. 

Leaches’ catalog is geared for any 
type of cafe, and doesn’t stick to the 
conventional ballroom groove. He’s 
nattily costumed in gray full-dress 
with Eton jacket and she looks good, 
has s.a., and the light and airy stuff 
is their specialty. An original ver- 
sion of the ‘Hellzapoppin’ hit dance, 
the ‘Boomps-a-Daisy, is one of team’s 
highlights. Incidentally, they’re both 
still redheads. Cohen. 





JEANNE JORDON 
Dancing 

4 mins. 

Queen Mary Cafe, N. Y. 


Referred to as a Hawaiian dancer, 
Miss Jordon appears in a costume 
hanging low on the hips for a swirl- 
|ing routine which is intended mainly 
quantities of cuticle. 
|A flimsy chiffon dress flies high 
| during the twirling process, reveal- 
ing the hefty dancer modestly at- 
tired in a G-string. 

Not very classy, on the whole, but 
doubtless intended to satisfy some 
segment of -. ‘tery patronage. 

Mort, 








lated radio program with comedy 
commercials, Vocal of ‘Please Be 
Kind,’ which apes various film and 
radio personalities in delivery is a 
strong clincher. 

He has the makings for more 
ambitious possibilities, 

Burm. 


ROSSILIANOS (2) 
Dancing 

6 Mins. 

Beachcomber New York 





ling team, look as if they’ve been 
| around for some time. They’re 
| graceful terpers perform with 
|} polished ease and provide substan- 


tial support for nitery lineups such 
las presented here, 

Male partner handles some diffi- 
|cult one-arm lifts in an ostensibly 
|effortless fashion. This adds to 
smoothness of turn and at no time 
does acro work intrude upon speed 
paar ted 

or diminish flash dancing values. 
| Wound up with a nifty Polish Polka 
Mori. 





'for encore. 


| JERRY BLANCHARD 


Sengs 
Queen Mary Cafe, N, Y. 
Miss Blanchard, who has _ been 


around but not listed in the New 
Act files, is a buxom blonde singer 
with a flair for comedy. She also 
emceed at show caught, but in some- 
what indifferent fashion. 

Opening with ‘Elmer’s§ Tune,’ 
which got her away nicely, she 
followed with ‘Don’t Wanna Walk 
Without You’ and got into her best 
stride with a novelty number. 

Has good nitery values, providing 
he can get sufficient material simi- 
: lar to her closing number. Mori. 





Rossilianos, mixed ballroom danc- | 


JEANETTE GARRETTE 
| Dancing 
|3 Mins. 
| Beachcomber, New York 

Miss Garrette’s tap dancing rou- 
tine, for the most part along con- 
ventional lines, is strengthened by 
tango twirling. 

Attired in mauve costume, girl 
also manipulates a —. in fan 
dance fashion, for good effect. A 
neat though not unusual turn it’s 
satisfactory for niteries. Mori. 


| MCA-Sarnoff FE 


Continued from page as) 
McCarthy, with Allan Dwan, also in 
the MCA stable, to direct and pro- 
duce. 

First of the MCA package deals 
was ‘Playmates,’ with the Kay Kyser 
band, and second was ‘Look Who’s 
Laughing,’ with the same headline 
talent setup as in the flicker soon 
going into production. 


























Bigelow Scripting at RKO 
Hollywood, April 14. 

Joe Bigelow doubles over from ra- 
dio to films to collaborate with Don 
Quinn and Paul Gerard Smith on an 
RKO feature, still untitled, starring 
Edgar Bergen and ‘Fibber McGee 
and Molly’ 

Bigelow does the air script for 
Bergen, and Quinn writes the ‘Fib- 
ber’ show. Smith is in the middle, 
jelling the two scripts into a com- 
plete screen play. 





isuch as 





| again 





STANLEY, PITT. 





still a bit rough, but sounds promis- 
ing and, until that promise is 
achieved, Norvo’s smart in sticking 
strictly to standard Hit Puraders 
‘Bugle Call Rag,’ ‘White 
Cliffs of Dover,’ ‘I Don’t Want to 
Walk Without You’ and ‘Heart of 
Texas.’ Hard to miss with such a 
catalog, whatever the quality of the 
music. Couple of singers, Kay Allen 
and Fran Snyder, also look as if they 
stepped right out of high school, but 
sound like comers when and if they 
get a little more poise and assurance. 
Norvo is still making with the magic 
on his xylophone, working a lot of 
comedy into it, too, and orch’s re- 
maining specialist is Eddie Burt, who 
trombone-solos and then scatsings 
‘I'm Telling You.’ Falls a bit short 
on the vocal end, however. 


Condos Brothers, lately featured 
in 20th-Fox musicals, get the layout 
otf to a flying start with their ex- 
pert hoofology. Boys are garbed 
nattily in good looking tuxes work 
with the greatest of ease and make 
the most intricate collection of taps 
look like child's play. Right up 
ahead of Durante is Mildred Bailey 
(Mrs. Norvo), who’s Lady Sock with 
her pop ballads and swingeroos. She 
should follow her opener, ‘Somebody 
Else Is Taking My Place,’ with 
something a bit livelier than ‘Mandy’s 
Two,’ but that represents the com- 
plete bill of complaints. Otherwise, 
she’s a top-flighter all the way, sav- 
ing the inevitable ‘Rockin’ Chair’ for 
her smash finish. Cohen. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


Buffalo, April 10. 
Carl Hoff Orch, John Boles, Nan 
Rae and Mrs. Waterfall (Maude 
Davis), Wally and Verdyn Staple- 
ton; ‘Road to Happiness’ (Mono). 








The booker who dealt this offer- 
ing certainly gave the v nagatveet | a 
handful of aces even though much of 
it has been seen around these parts 
before. It’s the Carl Hoff aggrega- 
tion’s first stage showing in Buf- 
falo and it impresses as a hardwork- 
ing, musicianly crew, heavy on the 
brass and bounce, but working 
smoothly and with class throughout. 
From the opening ‘Blue Danube’ to 
the bow-off ‘Sap Mr. Jap,’ they lay 
on the licks for about every kind of 
musical effect that any maestro 
could ever hope to get out of a jive 
ensemble. 


On John Boles’ rec@ption it is safe 
to say it’s been too long since he was 
here last. His engaging personality 
and ingratiating delivery in rapid 
succession of ‘Follow the Clouds,’ 
‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ ‘Chattanooga 
Choo Choo’ and ‘Rio Rita* drew 
whirlwinds of applause and brought 
him back for a topper clowning bit 
of ‘Waiting at the Gate for Katie’ in 
costume. Boles turns a naive and 
almost awkward stage presence into 
a genuine stage asset, and is one 
tenor who departs from the standard 
vocalist’s stage technique for amaz- 
ingly successful returns. 

Wally and Verdyn Stapleton are 
underlined for their precise and 
pretty legmania which proves clicko 


to the last tap. The ‘Nola’ and lolli- | 


pop bits registered particularly with 
the stubholders. Nan Rae and Mrs. 
Waterfall 


comedy turn. 


Wickets active opening afternoon 
(10) despite unseasonable snowfall. 
Burton. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Comprehensive footage on Army 


Day, glimpses of outstanding Easter | 


observances and war news from 


nearly every front take the spotlight | 


on this bill. This 


emphasizes 


newsreel show 
the extensive 


| duplication on present-day warfront 





coverage. Also what a tough job 
confronts newsreel theatre operators 
to obtain even 50% newsreel ma- 
terial for their programs. 

Much of the hour's bill is given 
over to shorts and special Embassy 
briefies, not inclusive of Paramount’s 
special on the ‘New U.S. Army.’ On 
the latter Par gives exclusive treat- 
ment to a story all the reels covered 
and which deserved the bil]-top- 
ping spot. News of Day’s clips on 
the suBject are also used. Par’s 
newsreel’s editorial and assignment 
staff has intelligently pointed up the 
significance of m&rching troops on 
1942’s Army Day, with comprehen- 
sive stories from Chicago, Baltimore, 
Cleveland, Amarillo, Texas: Boston, 
Denver, Seattle, San Jose and 
Mobile. Réel stresses how today’s 
army is one on wheels and contrasts 
today’s Army Day marchers with 
battle scenes and traditions of previ- 
ous wars. An outstanding patriotic 
newsreel job comoressing plenty of 
morale -building fibre without sugar- 


coating. Par also contributes the 
autetoandine enmodyv item of the chow 
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a full 7 Ml ene gna ge ie te | recently has taken the more affluent 





—clowning monkeys at N. Y. zoo, ex- 
pertly narrated. 

Closeup of Lieut. Edward O'Hare, 
who shot down six Jap planes, was 
accorded trim handling by Pathe. 
Universal brings views of Allied 
troops fighting the Nippons in 
Burma, but it’s dated. Then follows 
a long stream of clips regarding U. S., 
war effort. Wear. 





Unit Review 








TOO HOT FOR B’WAY 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 





Charlotte, N. C., April 4. 
Bonger & Andrelita, Irene McAfee 
& Dogs, Neslie & Norman, Golden 
Gate Trio, Ernie Rich, Broadway Hot 
Shots (7), Harry Shannon’s Band 
(5) Juke Box Jenny’ (U). 





An entertaining unit is Sollie 
Childs’ ‘Too Hot for Broadway.’ Al- 
though there are no sock acts, all 
turns pack plenty of punch and 
register high on entertainment. Top 
plaudits went to the team of Bonger 
— Andrelita, in a musical comedy 
urn, 


Andrelita, fiery Mexicanifty, comes 
out first and does some solid selling 
of a couple of Mexican songs. She 
then is joined by Art Bonger, a 
Pluto-the -puppish looking guy, who 
makes with some wacky music on a 
violin, washtub, rubber tubing, air 
pump and balloon. These two un- 
usual personalties biend into a fine 
novelty team and drew hearty hand- 
claps. 

Irene McAfee and her dogs are 
pleasing in the closing spot. Each 
dog is introduced as the pooch that 
appeared with such-and-such a star 
in this or that motion picture. Mutts 
go through standard dog act routine 
and please plenty. Miss McAfee puts 
mutts through their paces nicely and 
throws in some skirt-swishing that 
literally keeps all the attention from 
going to the dogs. 

The Golden Gate Trio, male har- 
monizers, turn in some nifty piping 
in their first appearance, which in- 
cludes a spiritual, a Scottish num- 
ber winding up with the rendition of 
three songs at once, one by each 
member of the trio. Boys got nice 
hand and came back later to draw 
heavy laffs with a cafe skit. Ernie 
Rich of the trio emcees the show. 


Neslie and Norman, dance team, 
turn in an adequate performance in 
two appearances. They open the 
show with an adagio, ‘Polynesian In- 
terlude,’ and come back later for a 
plain adagio featuring Miss Neslie 
in semi-nude attire. Norman, husky 
six-footer, handles the slight Miss 
Neslie deftly and gracefully. 


The line, the Broadway Hot Shots, 
are so-so in three standard routines. 
Their best is an Indian routine in 
which they are attractively costumed 
in feathered headgear and brief In- 
dian togs. Harry Shannon’s band 
backs up show neatly from stage. 

Good house on show caught. Just. 


























T. Dorsey 
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leaders to task for failing to, or be- 
ing slow in doing their part, for ser- 
vice relief organizations. He has 
pointed out that the majority of the 
topflight bands have made compara- 
tively small effort to play free dates 
for the men in training camps. Spi- 
talny for the duration will limit him- 
self to but very few paid personals 
and devote his efforts to camp shows. 
His last salary at the N. Y. Strand 
was $8,500 per week. 

That name bands are the most 
sought after entertainment by sol- 
diers and sailors in training is cer- 
tain. Top executives of various band 
booking agencies met in N. Y. yes- 
terday afternoon (Tues.) with mem- 
bers of USO-Camp Shows, Inc., to 
lay plans to quicken the tempo of 
assignments to free dates at Army 
camps. There have been too few 
of them fulfilled. Meeting was reg- 
ular weekly get-together of USO- 
booking men. 

In addition to the dissatisfaction 
with the number of bands routed in- 
to the country’s 250 camps, it was 
pointed out at the meeting that those 
dates already played weren’t spread 
out enough. Most were concentrated 
in eastern and west coast camps, 
while midwest spots, etc., had either 
not been touched at all or on few 
occasions. 





Al Marsico at Nixon Cafe, Pitts- 
burgh, and Maurice Spitalny crew 
have exchanged piano players, Jim- 
my Borrelli going from Spitalny to 
Marsico and George Annis vice ver- 
sa. 
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~ VERSAILLES, N. Y. 





‘Versailles Memoirs,’ staged by Mar- 
jery Fielding, with Don Cummings, 
Wilma Cox, Olsen & Shirley, 
Patricia King, The Vocaleers (George 
Mitchell, Randolph Symonette, Or- 
ville Race and Norman Ruvell), Ver- 
Sighs (6), Maximillian Bergere and 
Panchito Orchestras; special songs by 
Miss Fielding and Charles Barnes; 
costumes by Miles White; $2.50 and 
$3.50 minimums. 





Versailles’ productions. okay right 
from the beginning of the policy at 
this w.k. restaurant, continue to 
show improvement. That’s to the 
credit of stager Marjery Fielding, 
who comes up with the prettiest eye- 
and-ear picture to date in this spring 
edition. P 

The draught of the Versailles’ 
show policy and rep for cuisine got 
a strong test opening night (9) and 
delivered a Sunday punch. Despite 
the patriotic-charity opening of the 
Ringling circus at the Garden, and 
in face of the _ sloppiest April 
weather the town has had in years, 
this spot had a virtual sellout for the 
dinner show. 

Aside from a few and expected 
opening-night rough spots, ‘Memoirs’ 
played most promisingly. A good 
roster of specialty acts is  back- 
grounded by what looks like a com- 
pletely new complement of Ver- 
Sighs, six beauts who have been an 
exploitation feature ever since the 
Versailles followed the production 
trend in N Y. niteries. Miles White 
came up with an excellent costuming 
job and Miss Fielding mixed all the 
ingredients, including the songs by 
herself and her husband, Charles 
Barnes, into a palatable souffle that 
plays in two parts, dinner and sup- 
per, and a potpourri of both at 2 
a.m. 

Opening is a clever novelty that 
has forthright Wilma Cox refurbish- 
ing the Ver-Sighs, changing them 
over from horn-rimmed secretary, 
farmerette, 14th street moll, cigarette 
girl, etc., into glamour girls. This 
segues into Olsen and Shirley. cute 
and clicking acro-contortion mixed 
dance team, and then into a southern 
production number utilizing George 
Mitchell singing the Fielding-Barnes 
tune, ‘My Dixie Belle,’ which brings 
Patricia King on for a neat high- 
kick routine. Other three Vocaleers 
follow with a medley of Dixie tunes 
which introes the Ver-Sighs in strik- 
ing gowns in the _ cotton-country 
motif. A strong feature of this en- 
tire number is the excellent voices 
of the male quartet, notably Mitchell. 

Don Cummings, the rope-twirling 
comic, is this show’s funster, but he 
was bitten by opening-night ner- 
vousness and was throwing a num- 
ber of his gags away. Once past the 
tremors and working more slowly, 
Cummings should bang over as well 
here as he has elsewhere. He's got 
excellent style and good material, is 
young and clean-cut. This isn’t his 
first time in a class spot (he recently 
clicked at the Rainbow Room) and its 
surprising how well his rope tricks 
go with a smart audience. 

For the finale, Miss Fielding dipped | 
into the South American, plus an- 
other special tune, ‘It Looks Like the 
Latins Are In.’ Miss Cox does the 
singing in good fashion, Miss King 
contributes a modified flamenco 
dance, while the Ver-Sighs do the 
Samba dancing. It’s another colorful 
and well -costumed production bit, but 
the ending can be punched up more. 

Maximillian Bergere plays the 
show in his usually smooth, flawless 
manner, also alternating with Pan- 
chito’s rhumba crew for the cus- 
tomers’ innings on the dance floor. 
Both bands are fixtures here. Scho. 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 








New Orleans, April 10. 

Johnny I@ng’s Orch (12), Willie| 

Shore, Billingtons, Lester Oman, Bob 

Houston & Helen Young; minimum 
$1.50 weekends. 





Paced by Johnny Long’s band and 
backed solidly by a group of good acts, 
the new ‘accent on youth’ show in 
the town’s top nocturnal rendezvous 
is entertaining all the way and main- 
tains the nitery’s high standard. 

Although well-known here 
through highly-rated recordings, this 
is first time in New Orleans for 
Long’s crew, which has carved a 
niche for itself in the east. With a 
style less frenzied than some of the 
bands which have preceded it, the 
Combo registers across a wider 
variety of tastes, winning over more 
than the hepcats. 

Long, personally, impresses as a 
modest maestro who plays the violin 
Qn the southpaw side. The orchestra 
1s smooth, listenable and capable of 
Satisfying for dancing or playing for 
the floor acts. Arrangements that 
reflect present-day jive tendencies 
are adeptly handled so as to enhance 
the enjoyment of dancers. 

Long’s band has two topnotch 
vocalists. Bob Houston, with a Bing 
Crosbyish quality, was given a nice 





hand for singing of ‘Blue Skies’ and 
‘Blues in the Night,’ assisted by 
band’s glee club. Helen Young has 
a low -pitched voice weli suited for 
niteries and registered big with first- 
nighters with her singing of ‘Rose 
O’Day’ and in a novel arrangement 
of ‘Daddy.’ 

Willie Shore, singing and dancing 
comedian, tops the floor show. The 
crowd was a little slow in warming 
up to his brand of comedy, but be- 
fore he was through he had them 
asking for more. He does satirical 


.|impressions, dances on table tops and 


clowns his way all over the swank 
room with hilarious results. His 
takeoff on Pat Rooney is a gem and 
nets him plenty of palmpounding. 

The Billingtons, a couple of kid 
hoofers, do some nifty tap routines 
which they perform skillfully to 
garner their share of the bows. Gal 
is cute and has nifty chassis. 


Lester Oman is skilled pupeteer | 


who makes his dolls behave like 
humans. His Little Old Flower 
Lady, who distributes blooms to the 
ringsiders, is a masterpiece of string 
manipulation, as is the dance of the 
skeletons. Liuzza. 


‘HOTEL PIERRE, N. Y. 


(COTILLION ROOM) 





Yvonne Bouvier, Leonard Elliott 
with Myra Jurist, Myrus (2), Stanley 
Melba’s Orch (8); $1.50 and $2.50 
minimum, 





The Pierre’s Cotillion Room may 
finally come to life, after a long (and 
costly) struggle, with this new show. 
It’s a good blend, and the most un- 
suspecting component may turn out 
to be the real draw. He’s Myrus, a 
somewhat amazing telepathist who 
started his stint rather negatively 
and wound up getting the class 
clientele clamoring for his private 
seances. The gaff in Myrus’ routine 
is beside the point, but when he reels 
off names and places so glibly as to 
astound an audience whose IQ for 
those things may be accepted as well 
abave par, he becomes a cinch. 

The other highlight is Leonard 

Elliott (New Acts), newcomer mimic 
hailing from legit, whom Ben and 
Herman Bernie are sponsoring. 
- Then .there’s Yvonne Bouvier, a 
Frenchy songstress with a mediocre 
routine that needs re-editing. Her 
personal charm can almost make ’em 
buy the chopsticks jingles, and like 
it, but, apart from her ‘Amour’ 
opener, she’s from Dixie with ‘Day 
Dreaming’ and ‘I Said No.’ Latter, 
strictly one-punchline lyric, is now 
for the memory book, and no matter 
how much saucy accent the Gallic 
chirper gives it, it’s still a waste of 
talent. 

True, she, along with other pre- 
Vichy chanteuses, are now under 
wraps, in a time when even menus 
eschew French cognomens; but even 
if there’s no way of giving it a ‘Free 
French’ slant, she could pick her 
catalog better. This doesn’t gainsay 
her pert personality appeal nor her 


vocal delivery: it’s because of these | 


assets that Miss Bouvier should en- 
hance, not handicap, her talents. 
Stanley Melba’s band holds over, 
and it’s still plenty OK for hoof-and- 
sound ease. Abel. 


LA CONGA, N. Y. 


Las Congettes (6), Gil Galvan 
Dancers (3), Guili Guili, Harriet 
Lane, Al Bernie, Jack Harris Orch 
(9), Noro Morales Rhumba Band; 
$2-$2.50 minimum, 

Some one of these days a musical 
comedy producer will ‘discover’ Al 
Bernie. A performer who is still a 
youngster chronologically, 
veteran—with the polish that goes 
with 


rightly so. There’s no one on this 
layout who can even remotely ap- 


; proach his glibness, comedy fol-de- 


rol and general entertainment values. 
Which, however, is no unfavorable 
reflection against the rest of the set- 
up. The others all contribute to the 
excellence of this well-rounded bill. 

Where Bernie formerly relied on 
straight mimicry, he’s more recently 
eschewed that medium considerably 
for a comedy turn whose clicko pro- 
pensities are best measured by his 
casual, assured manner of putting 
over his gags. 

He’s too good a mimic to have en- 
tirely dropped the impersonations; 
he still draws plenty of laughs with 
his finely etched satirical sketches on 
notables, whether they be those of 
the entertainment industry or poli- 
tics. His mimicry, however, is rele- 
gated by a rambling act that defies 
description because of its all-inclu- 
sive mien. For Bernie sings, after 
a fashion. He’ll knock off a parody 
at a seemingly impromptu moment 
that the initiates would suspect 
actually required plenty of thought. 
And his gagging is seemingly end- 
less. 

Rest of the bill is a good buy for 
the $2-$2.50 minimum, and includes 
Gil Galvan and his two femme 
dancers, clicko in two appearances, 
Harriet Lane, mike singer who regis- 


yet aj} 


it—by professional standards, | ‘Mrs. 


he’s the headliner on this show, andj 





| 


ters neatly; Guili Guili, exceptionally 
clever magico; Jack Harris’ and Noro 
Morales’ bands, the former for the 
straight customer dancing and the 
show, with the latter for the one- 
two-three stomp. 

Boniface Jack Harris is seldom on 
the bandstand with his outfit these 
days, with the task of running the 
joint keeping him busy enough, but 
he does manage to pace the outfit oc- 
casionally with his violin. 

Biz is at a steady gait, with the 
word-of-mouth on the generally 
good shows being a factor in the up- 
beat. Naka. 


BEACHCOMBER, N. Y. 





Erik Rhodes, Lenny Kent, Ros- 
silianos (2), Lila Barbour, Chinita, 
Virginia Vaughn, Jeanette Garrette, 
Andrews Sisters (2), Andre Monice 
Orch (8), Cordoba Orch (5); $1.50 
minimum weekends. 





With Andre Monice orch (replac- 
ing Salazar) back after stint as an 
NBC house band, and Lenny Kent as 
emcee plus the Rossilianos (New 
Acts), ballroom dancers, spot has 
nucleus from which a more adequate 
floor show can be built. 


Kent impresses as a_ pleasant 
emcee and comic with some click 
material already on hand and likely 
possibilities as he matures, 
facility of expression, a ready sup- 
ply of apparent ‘ad lib’ gags and a 
good sense of timing. His ‘Hold 
Tight’ routine, novelty medley built 
around several pop tunes, could be 
improved upon. He’s co-author of 
the ‘Hold Tight’ song. 

Erik Rhodes, from pictures, who’s 
also been around in vaudeville, is 
still badly in need of material. Cur- 
rently sings Cole Porter’s ‘Every- 
thing’ and wound up at show caught 
with a song about an ‘International 
Heel,’ giving history of a cafe society 
gigolo on a matrimonial merry-go- 
round. Rhodes’ unorthodox dialect 
routine lends itself to special comedy 
material which is lacking in quality. 

Lila Barbour, singer, registers 
mildly with such numbers as ‘Darl- 
ing Daughter,’ novelty version of 
‘River Stay "Way’ and ‘Arthur Mur- 
ray Taught Me Dancing. Andrews 
Sisters (2), lively tappers in abbre- 
viated bright yellow costumes, fill 
opening spot nicely. 

For the rest, lineup is rounded out 
with Chinita, in South American 
singing and cooch; Jeanette Garrette, 
(New Acts), dancer, and Virginia 
Vaughn, terper, whose climaxer tap- 
ping out tunes on xylophone salvages 
an otherwise uninteresting act. 


Cordoba rhumba orch alternates 
with Andre Monice’s band for dansa- 
pation. 


Beverly Paterno is slated to be 
added to lineup this week, pilus a line 
of girls recruited from various musi- 
cal shows on Broadway. Mori. 


LYNCH’S, PHILLY 


(WALTON ROOF) 





Philadelphia, April 3. 
Sammy Walsh, Chuck & Chuckles, 
Nancy Healy, Trixie, Castaine & 
Barry, Line (14), Eddie DeLuca Orch 
(8), Terry Sisters Rhumba Band 
(6), Helene Heath, Rose Gallo; no 


| cover charge, $1.50-$2 minimum. 
} 





It’s the first time in more than five | ; i 
| who also runs Manolo’s, high-grade 


years that Sammy Walsh has played 
a nitery in Philly, and from the re- 
action of his hearers when caught, 
he’s stayed away too long. 

The comic (he’s acquired a bit of 
a paunch since he last played here) 


|has developed a style of his own. 








His only failing, it seems, is that 
some of his gags are a little too 
subtle for a Philly night-club audi- 
ence, 

In addition to piloting the floor 
show, Walsh sings a couple of nov- 
elty tunes, including his hilarious 
Piffingwell’s Tea’ and ‘I’m 
Breaking My Back for Beck’s,’ the 
lament of a shoe clerk. For a wind- 
up of the show, Walsh does a bur- 
lesque of Fred Waring’s glee club, 
using a deadpan Cuban busboy 
(Louis Hernandez) as a stooge. It’s 
a very funny bit. 

Chuck and Chuckles, latter being 
a new replacement to the team, are 
expert at terping and comedy. The 
colored boys, togged out in ‘zoot 
suits, have an ingratiating way of 
presenting their stint, which went 
over with these customers. 

Trixie, blonde juggler, is plenty 
clicko, assisted by her sister, Hilda, 
an oomphy brunet. Latter shouldn't 
hide behind stage posts as she’s an 
ornament on any nitery floor. 

Nancy Healy is in the teeoff slot 
with an excellent dance routine fea- 


turing taps, fancy pirouettes and 
ballet steps. Holding over is the 
ballroom team of Castaine and 


Barry, who solo in a couple of turns 
as well as fronting the production 
numbers with the line, which is in 
itis usually top form. 

A new addition to the bandstand 
is the rhumba band led by the Terry 
Sisters. The gals, a couple of red- 
heads, are hen to the Latin jive and 
continue tirelessly to wiggle with 
the best of the Latinos during their 
entire stay for the lulls. The show 
music is handled by the Walton or- 
chestra led by Eddie DeLuca, pianist 
who took over the baton when Sonny 


He ha? 





Fontaine left for the Coast and pic- 
tures. 

Tickling the keys and warbling in 
the cocktail lounge are Rose Gallo 
and Helene Heath. The lounge is 
now under the direction of Peggy 
Loeb, who formerly operated the| 
roof. 

House was surprisingly well pa- 
tronized for Good Friday. Shal. 








LA MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 


Raye & Naldi, Archie Robbins & 
Stan Ross, Peggy Newton, Mar-| 
tintqueens (8), Emile Coleman Orch | 
(11).. 





Ever since Danny Kaye clicked 
here and packed ’em in nightly, the 
Martinique has had an entertain- 
ment reputation to live up to. With 
the Mary Raye and Naldi brilliant 
ballroomology as a strong peg, the 
present bill establishes itself nicely, 
with few weaknesses. 

Miss Raye and Naldi_ have 
worked out amazing expressions of 
the dance that are brimful of imagi- 
nation, grace and smoothness. The 
pair’s terping and extraordinary lifts 
and spins ring the bell constantly. 
And the showmanly idea of substi- 
tuting recordings and poetical read- 
ings for orchestral accompaniment 
doubles the effectiveness of their 
turn, 

Archie Robbins m.c.s, then hooks 
up with Stan Ross. He makes little 
headway with gag sessions in early 
spots. Impersonations of various 
Singers doing ‘Jim’ and a takeoff on 
an oldtime song and dance man are 
better. His work with Ross is the 
meat of his efforts. Robbins vocaily 
impersonates sundry personalities 
while Ross acts out the parts in panto 
fashion, fitting lip movements to 
Robbins’ utterances. It’s well-timed 
and will be better. 

Peggy Newton has a nice way of 
selling her songs which her voice 
unfortunately doesn’t measure up to. 
It’s metallic and lacks range. How- 
ever, as a nitery songstress, where 
looks count, she’s okay. Her tunes 
in this instance could have been bet- 
ter selected; “There’l] Be Changes 
Made’ opened, then “Blues Night,’ and 
‘Barrelhouse Bessie,’ new rhythm 
melody which proved best. 

Martiniqueens, Adele Jergens, 
Audrey Westphal, Adrianne Moore, 
Iris Marshall, Norma Richter, Char- 
lotte Lorraine, Vera Devine and 
Betty Apple, go through three 
routines, all costumed in a way that 
adds to the visual appeal of the 
blonde lookers. Routines are timely 
too, first treating with the circus; 
second, a samba; third, priorities. 

Emile Coleman’s orchestra dishes 
up smooth dance music and ably 
backs the show. Wood. 


El Grillon, Mexico City 


Mexico City, April 8. 
Rio y Rita, Hernandez Bros. and) 
Rafael Hernandez Orch (1). 


This select supper club in the | 
fashionable Colonia Napoles district, 
some distance from downtown but 
well worth the trip, has reopened 
after renovations that are in good | 
taste. It’s an intimate spot, one of 








the frontliners here. Place has a 
definite American atmosphere and is | 
making a strong appeal to US. folk, | 
and the Mexican social set. Estab- 
lishment is conducted by Manolo del 
Valle, veteran local restaurateur 


downtown spot, and George Dolenz, 
formerly of Ciro’s Hollywood. Dolenz 
is directly in charge. There is a 
matching of pop prices and quality. | 

Show is very good. It was booked | 
exclusively by Ramon Reachi, now | 
doublng wth Renita in their stand- | 
ard ballroom dance act. Rio y Rita} 
(Fred and Sonya Romero) are a| 
smash with their novelty magic | 
routine and comedy  ballrooming. 
Rofero uses to good effect a live 
dove in his magicianing. Mrs. 
Romero, a looker, is excellent sup- 
port for the magic and is a nifty 
hoofer in her own right. 

Hernandez Bros., Colombian trio 
of musicians, who have worked a lot 
here in recent months, sing to the 
accompaniment of their own guitars. 
They’re highly popular. Jorge Reyes, | 
Argentinian currently playing in 
Mexican pix, is the m.c., doing very 
well at that and doubling in singing 
tangos to the guitar music of the 
Hernandez threesome. 

Orchestra is satisfactory, render- 
ing smooth swing. Several players 
double as song soloists with good re- 
sults. 

Trade good at this catching. 

Doug. 


VILLA MADRID, PITT 


Pittsburgh. April 9. 
Etzi Covato Orch (5), Mark Lane, 
Peter Higgins, Earl & Josephine 
Leach, Hightower Trio, Jack Spot, 
Lola & Andre Dancers (6); 50c 
cover. 








Crack show Etzi Covato has on 
deck currently, about the best 
veteran nitery Owner and musician 
has come up with in a moon. It’s 
headed by Peter Higgins, and the 
good-looking Irish tenor has always 
been a prime fave in his home town. 
Higgins, however, doesn’t have to de- 
pend on civic pride for the 





'a prohibition movement 


smasheroo he’s scoring at the Villa. 
Talent, and not place of residence, is 
doing that. He’s in better voice than 
ever, cracking those high ones right 
on the nose, neatly mixing ballads, 
pops and the inevitable Gaelic arias 
and working to the ringsiders as if 
he were one of them. New ease and 
naturalness have also come _ into 
Higgins’ work lately. 

Earl and Josephine Leach (New 
Acts) are an A-l dancing team, get- 
ting away from conventional ball- 
room groove and “specializing in 
‘cute’ routines. Mob here couldn't 
get enough of them when caught. 
Also a standout is Jack Spot, unicy- 
clist, especially when he’s working 
on the high wheel. It’s much 
showier on a floor than on a stage 
because of the proximity and Spot, 
with a face that’s a natural for low 
comedy, works in plenty of laughs 
with his facial pantomime. 


Hightower Trio are two boys and 
a girl, in for only three nights and 


doubling from their dance chores in“ 


‘Panama Hattie’ at Nixon Cafe. 
They’re good-looking, with plenty on 
the ball and a cinch for cafes as well 
as musicals, in which they’re already 
established. Lola and Andre rhumba 
line of four femmes and two boys is 
one of the best ensembles to show 
around town in a long time. They’re 
all good-looking (film scouts would 
do well to look over a couple of the 
gals), they’re dressed flashily and 
routines are strikingly arranged, with 
two girls pairing off with one man in 
most of the stuff. For a finish, they 
go to town on a conga line with half 
dozen audience recruits, doing the 
one-two-three-kicks in teams as well 
as collectively. 

Mark Lane, who does the m.c.ing, 
sticking merely to straight announce- 
ments, also batons the Covato orch, 
latter concentrating on hosting and 
management. For a five-piece outfit, 
it certainly makes a lot of music. 
Good music, too. Cohen, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac, N.Y., April 14. 


William ‘Whitey’ Matthews, ex- 
Broadway hoofer and a newcomer 
here, has added so much weight that 
he vows the scales are fixed. 

Frankie Parker, ex-trombone 
player with Bryce LaVigne’s orch, 
now with Uncle Sam somewhere in 
the heart of Texas. 

Dr. Edgar Mayer, 
medico vf the Will 


former head 
Rogers, and 


Harold Rodner were weekend 
visitors. 
Margie Regan, an 


outstandin 
comeback of the lodge, was called 
home to New York to bedside her 
ailing mother. 

Walter Loew’s Conley all hopped 
over the surprise visit of his frau. 
He’s on the upbeat. 

Harry Feingold has progressed so 
much that he will soon go on un- 
limited exercise. 

Colin Tracy now a member of the 
‘up’ gang. 

(Write to those who are ill). 


Frankel Joins Lyons 


Henry Frankel has joined the A. 
& S. Lyons office to handle theatre 
and night club bookings. 

He was formerly with the WOR 
artists bureau. 














Vice Scandal i | 


Continued from page 43 











investigated by the county prose- 
cutor. 

With policewomen, dancehall] in- 
spectors and churches cracking down 
on the entire night club front, the 
worried bonifaces are hastily adopte 
ing stricter measures to satisfy the 
clean-up crusaders. Majority are 
placing the following sign on their 
windows: ‘No liquor sold to anybody 
under 21—minors not admitted.’ 
Waiters and bartenders are now 
give carte blanche to throw out any 
youngster who looks green behind 
the ears. Impresarios of several top- 
shelf bistros have warned their en- 
tertainers, regardless of color, that 
their contracts will be nulled if they 
are caught mixing with customers 
either at the place of business or 
outside. 

Art Warren, backer of Cabin Club 
and president of Night Club Owners’ 
Association, called an emergency 
meeting to discuss ways of keeping 
adolescents out of cafes. Dangers of 
in Ohio 
were pointed out by Warren. who 
warned members that ‘Proprietors 
must police their clubs themselves 
for their own protection.’ 

‘Unpleasant and awkward situa- 
tions’ like the Lindsay’s Sky-Bar 
case could be avoided, one of the 
associations’ execs stated, if Ohio 
adopted a liquor-enforcing measure 
such as is enforced in Indiana. In 
that state a person must show a li- 
cense, which costs 25c, to show he is 
of legal age before a bartender is 
permitted to sell him a drink. War- 
ren declared that Cleveland nitery 
owners are in favor of such a state 
law and will campaign for it 
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VARIETY 





Wednesday, April 15, 1942 








Variety Bills 





WEEK OF 


APRIL 17 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 

Paramount (15) 

Tommy Dorsey Bd 

Paul Regan 

Allen Burns & Cody 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (17) 

Inkspots 

Ella Fitzgerald 

H'bard Byrd &La R 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (17) 

Kay Kyser Co 
MIAMI, FLA. 





Olympia (16-20) 
Happy Tom & Jerry 
Marjorie Knapp 
Jan Murray 
Radio Aces 
Deval Merle & Lee 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Orpheum (17) 
Dick Jurgens Orc 
Lane Bros 

OMAHA 

Orpheum (17) 

Del Courtney & Bd 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (16) 
"Meet the People’ 

ZaSu Pitts 

Buddy Rogers 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (17) 

Claude Thornhill 


Billy Gilbert 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (17) 

Rythm Rockets 

Fredericks & Lane 

Senor Wences 

Bailey Sis 

Stuart Morgan D’rs 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (17) 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Gracie Barrie 
14 Vocatones 
Jerry Lester 
John Garfield 
Miriam Lavelle 
ELMIRA 
Keeney’s (14-16) 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Major Bowes Prize 
Winners of 1942 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (17) 
J ‘Scat’ Davis Ore 
Connec Boswell 
Cliff Nazarro 





(10) 
B Goodman Ore 


Shea & Raymond 

Ambassadorettes 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (17) 

C Thornhill Orch 

Billy Gilbert 

Rae & Rudells 

10 


( 
Red Norvo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 
Jimmy Durante 
Condos Bros 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (17) 
tlackstone 
(10) 
Roxyettes 
3 Harmoniacs 
Dick, Don & D 
Chester Dolphin Co 








RKO 








BOSTON 

Boston (17) 
Count Basie Ore 
Gordon & Rogers 
Peg Leg Bates 
Maxine Sullivan 
Whitey’s Maniacs 

(10) 

Chico Marx Orc 
Little Tough Guys 
Cliff Nazarro 
Dixie Dunbar 

CLEVELAND 

Palace (17) 
Jimmy Durante 
Ina R Hutton Ore 





Troy & Lynn 
yaynor & Ross 
(10) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Ken Christie Choir 
Alan Carney 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
DAYTON 
Colonial (17) 
Boone County Jam’ 
0) 
Martha Raye Co 
Paul Winchell 
Helene Gardner Co 
Chick & Lee 
Troy & Lynn 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (16) 
Edwina Eustis 
Gil Maison Co 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Henry Calvin 
Owen McBride 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (15) 
Mario & Floria 
Lowe, Hito, Stanley 
12 Esquires 
Bob Hannon 
BROOKLYN 
Marine (19) 
Bill Groen 
Carol & Carlo 
Reed & Ryan 
Joe Mann Dancers 
(1) to fill 
Mayfair (18) 
Bill Groen 
Carol & Carlo 
Reed & Ryan 
Joe Mann Dancers 
(1) to fill 
Ridgewood (15) 
Walker & Walker 
Hal Monte 
Long & Short 
Killeen & Edwards 
Don Francisco Co 
AKRON 
Palace (17-20) 
B Goodman Orc 
Bhea & Raymond 
3 Ambassadorettes 
(21-23) 
Alvino Rey Ore 
King Sis 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
Spencer & Foreman 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (16) 
Les Brown Orc 
Fred Sanborn 
Leonora Sola 
State (16-18) 
L Hunter & Juliette 
B & M Clayton 
Harris & Howell 
Kosloff. Maria & D 
(19-22) 
Edwards & Kileen 
Anthonv & Rogers 
BRIDGEPORT 


BUFFALO 
Century (17) 
Lou Breese Orch 
Gertrude Niesen 
Little Tongh Guys 
Johnny Burke 
Ruthie Rarnes 
CAMDEN 
Towers (17-19) 
A YeLage & Shirley 
Wallv West 
Gautier’s Bricklay’ 


Levan & Boles 
Byrne Sis Rev 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (16-19) 
J Holst & Milady 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Burton & Kaye 
Bedini & Walker 
Balabanow 3 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (14-16) 
Blue Barron & Ore 
Mitzi Green 
4 Samuels 
Val Setz 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (17) 
Tommy & Hutchie 
Hal Monte 
Long & Short 
The Karolis 
(1) to fill 
HARTFORD 
State (17-19) 
Blve Barron Ore 
Waller & Johnson 
Val Setz 
Jack Durant 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (17-19) 
Mandel & Maurice 
Larry Blake 
Aunt Jemima 
T O'Neal & 
Perry & Marlow 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (18) 
Tommy & Hutchie 
Hal Monte 
Tong & Short 
The Karolis 
(1) to fill 
NEWARK 
Adams (17) 


Diosa Costello 
Lorraine & 
Eunice Healey 
PASSAIC 
Central (16) 
Del Casino Ore 
Ken Murray 
Joan Edwards 
Del Rios 
PATERSON 
Majestic (17-20) 


(21-23) 

A Delage & 
Ann Forrest 
Bo Jenkins 
Levan & Boles 
Kosloff. Maria & 1D 
PHILADELPRIA 

Carman = (17) 
Rohins Bros & M 
Catherine Westfield 
Geo Beatty 

Diniomats 

Fav’s (16) 
Yost’s Sing’ 





Havnes & Perry 
| Eddie White 


Kathe 
Sis 


Mugegsy Spanier Ore 


Rognan 


Keep ’Fm T.aughing 


Shirley 


Models 


Judson Cole 
Stuart & Lea 
Woodside Park (19) 
Yost’s Sing’ Models 
PITMAN 
(B’wWay (18 only) 
Edwards & Kileen 
Anthony & Rogers 
(Two to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan 
(17-19) 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Calgary Bros 
Don Tannen 
Jason & Bell 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (17-18) 
Kay & Karol 
Joyner & Foster 
Barr & Estes 





Mary Small 
Pat Henning 
King & Arlena 
WILLOW GROVE 
(19 only) 
Robins Bros & M 
Catherine Westfield 
George Beatty 
6 Diplomats 
WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (18-19) 
Union Square Old 
Time Variety Show 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (13-15) 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Ken Murray 
Ruthie Barnes 
Park & Clifford 











Beachcomber 


Rossilianos (2) 
Erie Rhodes 
Beverly Paterno 
Andre Monici Orc 
Cordoba Orc 
Ben Marden Riviera 
(Winter Room) 
Adelaide Moffett 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Harry Stevens 
Freshmen 
Marlyn Stuart 
Guy Howard 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Lillian Dell 
Gloria Meade 
Lynn & Marianne 
Bea Rogers 
Moya Gifford 
Don Sylivio Orc 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 


Rose Perfect 

Lulu Bates 

Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 

Gay 90's Quartette 


Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Hazel Scott 
xolden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 


Cafe Society 

(Village) 
Peaay Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Zero Mostel 
Baby Hines 

Casino Russe 

Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienke 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 

Cerutti’s 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
Angela Velez 
Gabriel 
Maurice Shaw Ore 

Clab 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Erie Orc 
Roberta Welch 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgeralé 
Ann Paige 

Club Frisco 
Joe Frisco 
Mildred Fenton 
Floria Vestoff 
Terrace Boys 
Patricia Joyce 
Frank Froeba Orc 

Copacabana 
Carol Bruce 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Anita Alvarez 
Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 
Betty Jane 
Carol Dexter 
N Brandwynne Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 

Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Nita Naldr 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Della Lind 

Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore 


Smith 


El Chico 
Marie Lopez 
Trio Mexteco 


Rodriguez 3 
Del Duca Ore 
El Morocco 





(2) to fill YOUNGSTOWN 
WASHINGTON Palace (17-20) 
Howard (16) Alvino Rey Orc 

Andy Kirk Ore King Sis 

2 Zepyrs Jean, Jack & Judy 

Princess Orelia & P| Spencer & Foreman 

Billy Nightingale (21-23) 
WATERBURY B Goodman Ore 
Poli’s (16-17) Shea & Raymond 

Bobby Byrne Ore 3 Ambassadorettes 

Cabaret Bill 
NEW YORK CITY 
Armando’s Famous Door 
Geo Morris Ore Lana 
Maggi McNellis Zorita 


Marion Powers 
Sunny Tufts 
Frenchy Martin 





| 











Hetel Park Centrai 
(Cocoanut Grove) 

Elaine Jordan 

Dora Maugham 

Robert Raymon 

Geoffrey Hale 

Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Reom) 


Juan Donrigues Ore 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Bob Eberly 
Helen O'Connell 
Phil Washburn 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Leonard Elliott 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Myrus 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Koom) 


Dick Gasparre Ore 

Russell Swann 

Sara Ann McCabe 
Hotel Roosevelt 


Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 


Hotel Sheraton 

(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 
Hote) St. Morits 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Rosalle Gibson 
Pord Harrison Ore 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Ethel Smith Ens 
Paull Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Wedgwood Rm) 

Paul Draper 
Laura Dean Dutton 
Freddy Martin Ore 


Mischa Borr Ore 
(Sert Km) 





Snub Mosely 


Robinson & Martia 
Carol Dean 

Diane Nelsen 
Nathane Bros 

M & B Whelas 

De Simone Co 
Gerry Larson 

Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 


Maison Pierre 


Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 


19th Hole Club 


Winil Shaw 
Steve Murray 
Golfersttes 
Lou Taylor 
Carroll Sis 
Dione Nelson 
Johnny & George 
Angel Velez Ore 
Ore 
Old Roumanias 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 


Cliff Conrad 


Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 


Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 


Ernest Franz Ore 
Queen Mary 
Jerry Blanchard 
Shadrach Boys 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Chiquita Venezia 
Bill Glass Orc 
Queens Terrace 


Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 
Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 

Ashburns 

Sylvie St Clair 
Rainbow Room 

Billy DeWolfe 

Helen Tamaris 

Ida Soyer 

Daniel Nagrin 











Morris & Wolfe 
Ruth Wayne 
Folie Miller 
Oscar Lopes Ore 


Piptide 

Pat Rooney, Sr 
Ben Perry 
Ann Whitney 
Marie Stanley 

The Drum 
Antonio Alvares 
Eddie Shephard 
Pat Paree 
Coren 
Wayne Shelton 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
Pump Room) 
Petti 
Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Hadley Gis 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 


( 
Emile 


‘| Orrin Tucker Ore 


Lorraine Benson 
Whitey Roberts 
Bob Haynes 
Scanlon & McGuire 
Jose Rosado Ore 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brass Rall 
Margie Whitney 
Tune Toppers 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Joan Baylor 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
Danny Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
Mary Ann 
Pat Perry 
Hoffman Sis 
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Ginger Lynn 
Lee Norman Ore 


Greenwich Village 
Inn 


Carol Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Havana- Madrid 


Pilar Lopez 

Rosita Rios 

Carlos Montoya 

Rolando 

Don Casanova 

Tuchiteco 3 

Paco Lucena 

Maya Orc 

Don Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 


Norma Shepard 
Sons of Jive 


Mary Osborne 
Jean Murray 
Larry Bennett Ore 


Hotel Astor 
(Columbia Km) 


Bobby Parks Orc 
(Coektail Lounge) 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 


Lucille Johnscn 
Moro & Chita 
Margaret Scott 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Koom) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
4 Little De-Icers 
Madriguera Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Koom) 
Vaughn Monroe Ore 
Peter Rotunda Ore 
B & R Ambrose 
Charle Carrer 
Marylin Duke 
Virginia Austio 
Johnny Mack 
Commodorables 
Hotel Edison 
Shep Fields rs 
Hotel Essex House 
Amy Arnell 
Kerwin Somerviile 
Donald Brown 
Jimmy Curry 
Rosalie Grant 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
DeMarlos 
Guy Rodian 
Fay Marde 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Rm) 
Tutasi 
Momikal 
McIntyre Ore 
Napua 
Leilani laea 
Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Ore 
Hotei New Yorker 
Woody Herman Ore 
Carolyn Grey 
Billy Rogers 
Adele Inge 
B & B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 





Chauncey Grey Ore 
Chiguito Orc 


Midnight Gypsies 


Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 

Vicki George 

Sande Williams Ore 


Hurricane 


Wynn Murray 
Alan Gale 

B & B Burnell 
Fay & Gordon 
Bert Lynn 

Danny Santos 
Bobby Quinton Ore 


Ieeland Restaurant 


Danny White 
Ricardo & Marian 
Nola Day 
Colette & Deane 
Ginger Layne 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Linda Lark 
Irv Carroll Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
tene 
Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Joe Capelio Ore 
King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 
Kelly’s Stable 
Nick Jarret Ore 
La Conga 
Al Bernie 
Guili Guiffi 
Gil Galvan Co 
Harriet Lane 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 


La Marquise 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinieue 
Archie Robbins 
Raye & Naldi 
Martiniqueen’s 
Peggy Newton 
Emil Coleman (rec 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Eric Thorsen 





Bar of Music 


Bill Jordan 
Cliff Souze 
Michael Doyle 


Rex Owen 
Ann Southerland 
Jean Jamerson 
Beachcomber 
Carroll & .Gorman 
Capella & Patricia 
Gloria Bowman 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Canay Ore 
Carrousel 
Faith Bacon 
Patricia Hall 
Lee Bartell 
De Lamarrs 
Danny Yates (re 
Club Bali 
Radio Aces 
Jackie Fields 
Antonio Alvarez 
Five O’Clock Club 
Gale Manners 
Colstons 
De Castros 
Fleetwood Hotel 
(Jewel Box) 
Arthur Blake 








Consuela Flowerton 


Eleanor French 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Dacita 
Clemente Ore 
Ruban Bieu 


Paula Laurence 
Mabel Mercer 
Herman Chittison 


Russian Kretchma 


Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoft 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Stork Club 


Grace Reilly 

Charles Baum Ore 

Bob Knight Orc 
The Place 


Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 
Ubangi Club 
Jackie Nabley 
Mae Johnson 
Edna Mae Harris 
Bill Bailey 
Socaras Orc 
Wivel 


Ford Crane 

Helen Arthur 

Connie Joyce 

Baron & Bernay 

Versailles 

Bergere Orc 

Panchito Ore 

Don Cummings 

Wiima Cox 

Olsen & Shirley 

Patricia King 

Male 4 

Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barp 

Al Robinson 

Tex Fletcher 

Music Hall Boye 

Towne & Knott 

Palmer Orc 

Trini Orc 

Village Vanguard 

Richard D Bennett 

Burl Ives 

Belle Rosette 

Art Hodes 

Ann Robinson 

Eddie Heywood 3 


MIAMI 


Renay Curtis 

Joe Martin 
Jimmile’s 

Ray Vaughn 

Red Thornton 

Martingales 

Rovell & Jeanette 

Les Robinson Ore 


Kitty Davis’s 
Sid Romack 
Reis Bros 
Robinson 2 
Alyse Cerf 
Gloria Jerome 
Jimmy Leeds 
Frank Freeman 
J Silvers Orc 

Mother Kelly’s 


Owen & Parker 
Jerry Kruger 
Myles Bell 
3 Guesses 
Nut Club 
Tubby Rives 
Nick Sett 
George Gregg 
Ted Blake 
Chuck Wilson 
Paddock 


zenny Kent 





Ted Smith 

Duke Yellman Oro 
Capitol Lounge 

Joe de Salvo 

Bill Turner Ore 

Chez Paree 

Jean Sablon 

Buddy Franklin O 

Estelita 

Jackie Miles 

Evans Gls 


Club Alabam 


Bernie Adler 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 

Del Estes 

Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Colosimos 


Jack Prince 
Kay Booley 
Nita Tindall 
Sid Lang Ore 
Kay & Linda Brice 
Valdez & Corine 
Doris Dupont 
Wally Vernon 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Barry Winton Ore 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
John Hoystradt 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Edgewnier Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Rm) 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Singing Marines 
Blanche Bradley 
Rollet & Dorothea 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
685 Club 
Janice Dale 
Deana Berry 
Vie Artese 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Mvenzer Ens 
Rathskellar 


Loule & Gang 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Ore 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Ore 
Club Nemad 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Helene Francis 
Kent Edwards 
Tiny Kaye 
Wanda DeMuth 
Sylvia Arden 
Manny Davis Ore 
Cosmopolitan Hotel 
Wayne Redfield 
Paddock Int'l 
Eddie Kravis Rev 
Marie Kibbey 
Dorothy Adell 
Jackie Hill 
Bell Starr 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Bali 
Los Caballeros 
Lee Purdy 
Balilovelies 
Delisse & Elliot 
Nino Bianco 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Del Cartier 
Penny Davis 
Alan Fielding Ore 














| Shades of R't’m (3) 


Vanderbilt 


Julian 
Gall MacDonald 
Versailles 

(Gulfstream Rm) 

Russell Swann 

Dean Murphy 

Gomes & Minor 

Charlie Wright Ore 
Winnle’s Riptide 

Helen Kane 

Dan Healy 

Ben Perry 

Screwy Huey 

Carroll Dans 


5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 


Garrick Stagebar 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 8 
June Price 


Downbeat Bm 


Stuff Smith 
3 Sharps & Flate 
Gladys Palmer 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 


Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 


Grand Terrace 


Cootie Williams O 
Brown & Lee 
Candy & Pepper 
Evelyn White 
Jackie Williams 
Lovey Lane 


Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 


Carl Freed 

Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 


Hi Hat 


Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 
Betty Hill 
Vi Mar 2 
Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Orc 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Hele#® Sumner 
L’ Aigloa 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veauseli 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobe} de Marco 


La S.lle Hotel 
(Pan-Am. Room) 


Jose Manzaneres O 
New Yorker 


Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 

Kay Bibert 
Starlets 

Arne Barnett Ore 


(Piccadilly Circle) 

3 Knights 

Billy Meyers 

Jim Marvin 

Rocky Elsworth 
100 Club 


Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 
Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Oro 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Nilah Brooks Rev 
Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casine 
Michaei Loring Orc 
Maurice Rocc» 
De Silva 2 
Wesson Bros 
606 Club 
Don Harris 
Gay Knight 
June March 
Carrie Finnell 
Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sc! Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Stevens Hotel 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 
(Continental Room) 
Yar Rest 
Geo Scherban Ore 
Lorraine Westfall 
Peter Milnikoff 


Bob Bell 
Jackson Ore 


Penn Atlantic Note! 
(Palm Room) 
Elliott Russel! Ore 
President Hotel 

Ryss Andre Orc 
Dick Robertson 
Watson Sis 
Dinorah 
Rudy Vasco 
Starita 
Ritz Cariton Hotei 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 
Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
Wm Madden Ore 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike’ 
Nan DeMar 
Roberta & Ray 
Ed Haley 
Pete Miller Orc 


Ben Franklin 
The D'Ivons 
Nina Korda 
Thalia Wermuth 
Pancho Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 
Suzan Lang 
Marie Parks 
Rotans (3) 


Cadillac Tavern 





Cadillac S’b’tes (6) 
Harry Dobbs Ore 
Bunny LeRoy 
Clay Modeler 
O'Day 
Bobby Evans 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Wilbur Rance 
Harry Rose 
George Moore 
The Dwyers 
Renee Curtis 
Dixie Sullivan 
Grace Gordon 
P Brandeau Ballet 
College Inn 
Marie Holtz 
Ruth Templeton 
Shanon & Mein 
Jimmy Evans 
Estelle Bark 
Crescent (5) 
Lilllan Russo 
Music Hall Gis 
Jerry Delmar Ore 


Di Pintos 


Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Leonard Cooke 
Dixieland Boys 
Warren Boden 
Margie Smith 
Winter Garden Gis 
Eddie King Ore 


Embassy 


Biily Hey 

Geo Clifford 

Teddy Holiday” 

Anne Francine 

Pat Sherlin Ore 

(H Walton Roof) 

Costaine & Larry 

Frakson 

Nancy Healey 

Don Richards 

Peggy Loeb 

Glamour Gis 

Helen Heath 

Terry Sis Ore 

Eddie De Luca Ore 
Jam Session 


Ann Row 

lAlly Kretchmer 
George Lutz 

Teddy Walters 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Harry McKay 
Bernard Dollis (8) 
Franky Lester 
Little Joe & Tiny Lo 
Hal Haig 
Janice Rice 

Dave Gold Ore 
Lawler’s Swing Bar 
Howard Small 
Isabelle Daniels 
Slim Furness 

3 Keys 

Lexington Casine 
Paul Kane 
Al Scherk 
Brown Sis 
Campus Co-Eds 
Johnny Carne 
Garvin Buschell O 


Lido Venice 


4 Blondes 

Don Lonely 
Carolyn Wayne 
Geo Mason 
Bette Davis 
Edith Delaney 
Ted Oliver Ore 


Little Rathskeller 


Ann Howard 
Lee Purdy 

Hugo Martinelli 
Ballatores Ballet 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 


Lou’s Chancellor Bar 


Susan Lange 
Ernie Swan 
Curt Weiler 4 
Ronnie Thompson 
Mayos 

Mayo Swingsters 
Harry McKay 
Muriel Brooks 
Joyettes 

Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr 
Sally Foy 
Joe Lonegan 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 


Moravian Bar 


Kenny Shaffer (3) 
Dick Wade 
Gloria Mann 
Murray Rhythm Bar 
Fay Ray 
Gloria Carpenter 
lillian Bishop 
Lee Warwick 
Mary Love 
Toni Anderson 
Roni Carr 
Dotty King Ore 
Neil Dieghan’s 
Gene Stockwel! 
Guardsmen & Mar’n 
Frank & Alma 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Castillinis 
Kirk & Laurence 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Old Falla Tavern 
Frankie Richardson 
Dashington Circus 
Andre-Frances 





20th Century 
3 Peppers 
Stylists (3) 
Marjorie Hyams 

ly Marr 
A Strohman (3) 

Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Catherine King 
Sally Masa)ii 
Eddie Galbreth 

Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brag 


Camden 
Jack Moss 
Reg Kehoe 


Toni 

Temple City (4) 
Frank Di Nunzio 
Dave Pierson 

Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Raths’r Eldoradians 


Wiison’s 


Joe Hough 

Art Mathues 
Gerard Beam 

Eton Boys 
Catherine Wolff Gls 
Geo Baquet Ore 


Yacht Club 


Grace Houston 
Harry Holly 
Ellen Weinman 
Grace Collins 
Victor Nelson Ore 
Al Kilbride 

Billy Hayes’ Ore 


Open Door Cafe 


Johnny Cahill 
Carmen & Carmen’a 
Jeanettes (12) 
Viola Klaiss Ore 


Old Mill Inn 


Bob Tolley 
Cleo Barr 
Moore Sis 
Jackie Laird 
Joe Ritchie 


Frank Palumbo’'s 


Frankie Schlutb 
Yvonettes 

Mitzie Groff 
Crandall Sis 

Karll 

Margie Waters 
Kaye & Grey 

De Mayos 

3 Peppers 
Philadeiphia Gotel 


Marcin Lloyd 
Dorn & Yosey 
Isabelle Johnson 
Dick Wharton*Ore 


Ritz Cariton 
Howard Lanin Ore 


Roman Grille 


Al Capron Orc 
Carol Cayne 

Bobby White 
Puzzle Jackson 
Virginia Lewis 
Bettie Gaynor 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Ward Palmer (4) 
Louis Taylor 
Alfred Mathews 
Sons of Jive 
Kenny White 
River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Ore 


Sam’s Cafe 


Frances Carroll 
Joe Armstrong 
Joe Jovinelly 

3 King’s Rhythm 


Silver Lake Inn 


Co) Geo Reed 
Gypsy Monya 
Warner & Valerie 
Ramon & Diana 
Alice Lucey 
Jack Herman 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Stamp’s 
Bella Belmont 
Jack Spangler 
Shadrack Boys 
4 Continentals 
Lonnie Vale 
Helen Jerrico 


Sun Ray Gardens 


Betty Fredericks 
Regini 

Agnes Willis 

Don Anton Ore 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Betty Campbell 
Danny Durkin 
Madame Rose 
Katherine Warren 
Peggy Martin 
Great Lester 
Elton Brown 
Tony Bennett Ore 


Swan Club 


Bill Sheridan 
Pussy De Carmo 
Lunatrix (2) 
Fred Lane 

Dotty Brennan 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Bonnie Stuart 
Marty Bohn 

Lee Bohn 


LOS ANGELES 


Band Box 
Snyder 
Piper 


Pete 
Penny 
Billy Gray 

Billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Billy Lankin 


Bar of Music 


Ann Triola 

Felix de Cola 

Roger Roland 

Ken Stevens 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bow) 

Rufe Davis 

Rogers Dancers 

Donald Novis 

Hurley & Radford 

Larry Stewart 

Theodore & Denesta 

Phil Harris Ore 
Casa Manana 

Louis Armsfroog O 

Jack Ross Bd 

4 Stepp Bros 


Cocoanut Grove 


Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Carmene 

Earl Carroll 
The Debonatrs 
W West & McGinty 
Dick & Dotty Remy 
Gali Gali 
Willis West, Jr 
Alec Morison 
La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Willie 
Morine Howell 
Beryl Wallace 
St Clair & Day 
Marc Ballero 
Bill Brady 
Michel Ortiz Ba 
Manny Strand Ore 





Florentine Garden 


Prof Lambertie 
Murtah Sis 

Vera Sloane 

Fred Scott 

Kay Mayfield 
Sugar Geise 

Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 
Sidney Melton 
Elizabeth T Martia 
Dick Harris 

Ruth Carven 

Red Stanley Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
George Lloyd 
Valadez Orc 

Peter Lind Hayes 
Mary Healy 

[necito 

Hollywood Tropics 


Mack Malone 
Sherry Cameron 


Maxine Lewis 


Paul Neighbors Ore 


Dick Thomas 


House of Murphy 
Fred Thompson 


Bob Murphy 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 


Little Troe 
Dootsie Williams 
Lena Horne 
Nick Draper Ore 

Macambo Cafe 


Phil Ohman’s Ore 


Palladium 


Claude Thornhill Or 
Pirates 


Den 


Henry Grant 
Roy Lomis 


Jack Gardner 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Bis War Population May Mean Legit 
Or Vaude in Wash. This Summer 





Washington, April 14. 

Summer shows in Washington at 
the National theatre are contemplat- 
ed by various Broadway producers. 
Handicap is that the National thea- 
tre, only legitimate playhouse in the 
Capital, has no air-cooling system. 
Problem is getting priorities on ma- 
terial for installation. 

Warren Munsell, of the Theatre 
Guild, would like to locate a stock 
company here, and the Shuberts 
think it would be an ideal July- 
August-September spot for the re- 
naissance of vaudeville. 

National is now controlled by the 
Munsey Trust Co. with regular 
bookings by the UBO in New York. 
It is concluding one of its most suc- 
cessful seasons, with the swollen re- 
ceipts directly traced to the abnormal 
war population. Cooling system 
would cost in the vicinity of $20,000, 
with the prospects now that it may 
be ins‘alled. 

Washington and vicinity has two 
strawhat theatres for hot weather 
patronage. Steve Cochran is remod- 
eling and extending his Olney thea- 
tre, 25 miles from the heart of the 
city and at the half-way mark be- 
tween here and Baltimore. A mod- 
erate-priced restaurant is part of the 
venture, which will be handicapped 
because no liquor can be sold. Other 
venture is the Roadside, four miles 
outside of Bethesda and 10 miles 
from center of city. Tire shortage is 
expected to figure in 1942 summer 
prospects. 


N. Y. WILL NOT GET 
‘LOVE’ UNTIL FALL 


Boston, April 14. 





Katharine Hepburn’s starrer, | 
‘Without Love,’ will not go into New| 


York this season, it was decided last 


week by the Theatre Guild. Show 
will hold over for a third frame here 
before going to other road cities. 

‘Love’ will remain on the road 
because Miss Hepburn’s contract ex- 
pires June 1, and she is not sure of 
her plans for the summer. Under the 
circumstances, the Guild management 
shied away from a possible five-week 
run in New York. While the Barry 
play is still getting a work-over, 
management feels pretty confident of 
a healthy run on Broadway, judg- 
ing from the terrific road biz since it 
opened. 

Show closes April 25 here, then 
goes to Hartford, April 27-28; Provi- 


dence (29), New Haven (30-2), 
Rochester, May 4-5; Syracuse (6), 
Buffalo (7-9), Pittsburgh (11-16); 


then either one week in Toronto and 
Detroit, or two weeks 
winding up May 30. 

Play is losing two actors to mili- 
tary service. Barry Thompson is 
slated to report for Army duty May 
2; and Don Briggs reports for his 
final Army physical exam early next 
month. Briggs, in the play, appears 
in Naval Reserve officer’s uniform in 
last act. 


Guild Protects Film Rights 


The not unexpected postponement 
of the Broadway showing of ‘With- 
out Love’ until next season was made 
definite last week, but the Theatre 
Guild has protected its share of the 
Picture rights by making additional 
road bookings. 

Under the Dramatist Guild regula- 
tions a show must play three weeks 
on Broadway, or 75 performances on 
the road, before the management can 
share in the film rights money. ‘Love’ 
will have passed the 50-performance 
mark in Boston, with the added dates 
pushing it well beyond the Guild’s 
Toad minimum. Attraction has been 
attracting excellent business out of 
town, probably the actual reason for 
keeping the show on tour, and is said 
to have more than earned back the 
cost of production. 

Miss Hepburn is supposed to go to 
Hollywood in June for picture ap- 
pearances, Same goes for Paul Muni, 
who opened at the Guild theatre 
Tuesday (14) in *Yesterday’s Magic,’ 
another spring attraction presented 
by the Guild. 





SMITH’S SHUBERT SHOW 
Russell E. Smith, son of the “late 
Edgar Smith, librettist, has arrived 
from Hollywood to talk a deal with 

the Shuberts for a musical show. 


His father wrote many Shubert 
revues, 


in Detroit, | 





> 


PALMERTON’S SKED 


Lining Up Several Musicals, Names 
for Strawhat 








Guy Palmerton will open his ninth 
Successive season June 15 or June 
22 at the Lake Whalom theatre, 


Fitchburg, Mass. Included in his 12- 
week season will be several musicals, 
of which ‘Gay Divorce’ and ‘Any- 
thing Goes’ are tentatively set. He’ll 
also do two tryouts and among the 
revivals will be ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
and ‘Claudia’ if they are released for 
stock. Negotiations are under way 
for guest dates by Edna May Oliver, 
Arthur Treacher, Glenda Farrell, Ed- 
ward Everett Horton and Nancy Car- 
roll. House seats about 1,000 at a 
75c. top. 


Spring season of stock is being 
tried by William Friedlander at the 
Lyric theatre, Fitchburgh, opening 
Monday (20). Palmerton is not as- 
sociated in the venture. 


Maryland, Balto Legiter 
So'd to Film House Op; 
Once J. L. Kernan Spot 


Baltimore, April 14. 
Disposal of the last of the once 
potent James L. Kernan theatrical 
holdings here was announced today 
with the sale of the Maryland the- 
atre by the Penn Mutual Ins. Co., to 
Cc. W. Hicks. It’s been operated 


since its takover from the former 
Kernan setup as an indie legiter by 
manager Leonard (Chum) McLaugh- 
lin. 

Once the home of big-time vaude 
hereabouts, the Maryland was one 
of the most profitable of the Kernan 
holdings, which included the Audi- 
torium and Academy, legit houses, 
and the Kernan hotel, which ad- 
joined the properties. The Academy 
was sold to Warners and is now the 
| Stanley, the Auditorium was pur- 
chased by Hicks last year and re- 
built into the Mayfair for pix. The 
hotel was taken over by a chain 
|several years ago and is now the 
'Congress. The Schanberger family, 
which controlled Kernan steup, now 
operates Keith’s, downtown first run 
‘film deluxer, 


| Hicks has been adding to his 
theatre holdings, which started with 
a nabe, the Hampden, and now con- 
sists of eight first and subsequent- 
'run houses. No plans have been 
announced yet fo. the Maryland. 

McLaughlin has not announced his 
|}immediate plans, preferring to take 
|things easy pending a decision as 
to his future activities. 














| 0’Connor Resigns As Prez 
| Of Treasurers Union 





Walter O’Connor has resigned as 
president of the Treasurers and 
Ticket Sellers union, which he was 
active in forming when the boxoffice 
men split from the agents and man- 
agers union about two years ago. 
While some internal friction re- 
sulted in his withdrawal, O'Connor 
expressed a wish to leave the post 
shortely after getting married last 
fall. 

He is on the Madison Square Gar- 
den ticket staff, a job calling for 
long hours, and he said there was 
little chance for home life. Charles 
Bowman replaced as temporary head 
of the ticket men’s union. 

Outfit is not supporting the mu- 
tuel men at the race tracks, as first 
reported. Mutuel people are trying 
to organize, but failed to get recog- 
nition from the Natienal Labor Re- 
lations Board last fall, there being 
no change in their status to date. 
Ticket sellers may have become in- 
terested, but the mutuel people 
elected to tie up with the Building 
Service Workers, a surprising move 
considering their occupation. Last 
week, N. Y.’s Governor Lehman 
signed a measure whereby 85% of 
mutuel clerks employed must be 
citizens of the state. That eliminates 
most of those from out of town, em- 
ployment of whom caused some com- 
plaint. 











istands until she pays off. 





War Is Useful 





Boston, April 14. 

Joe Heidt, pa. for Theatre 
Guild’s ‘Without Love,’ got a 
laugh last week from the local 
drama editors with his ‘patriotic’ 
gag. Heidt sent around a notice 
that the show would run one 
more week. This notice was 
carried around to seven different 
editors by messenger boy. 

Topping the notice was this 
request: “Please read this notice, 
copy it, and return to messenger, 
Save paper.’ 


STRAWHAT OPS 
CONVENE IN NY. 


First convention of strawhat the- 
atre operators will be held at the 
Algonquin hotel, N. Y., today and 
tomorrow (Wednesday - Thursday). 


Gathering is sponsored by the Sum- 
mer Stock Managers Assn. and the 
various sessions will deal with mat- 
ters of mutual concern, such as tour- 
ing unit shows, play royalties, 
Equity regulations, talent agents, 
etc. 

Convention opens with a luncheon 
and business meeting today. It will 
be followed at 4 o’clock this after- 
noon by an informal discussion with 
agents. There will be no session to- 
night, when visiting cowbarners will 
presumably want to attend Broad- 
way shows. Series of business meet- 
ings will be held all day tomorrow 
and the convention will close to- 
morrow night with a dinner, at 
which Brock Pemberton will be 
toastmaster and the guests of honor 
will include Gertrude Lawrence, 
Thornton Wilder and Luise Rainer. 


MARY BOLAND FINED 
BUT CHARGES DROPPED 


Charges by the Theatre Guild of 
contract breaching against Mary 
Boland, who walked out on ‘The 
Rivals’ last month in Chicago after 
the second performance, were 
dropped at the request of the Guild 
by Equity’s council yesterday (Tues- 
day). Star who came east went to 
considerable expense to present her 
defense, submitted by Coast attor- 
neys, Gang & Kopp. Latter princi- 
pally submitted records from St. 
John’s hospital, St. Louis, when the 
show played there prior to N. Y,, 
but it is understood there was little 
data in connection with her claimed 
indisposition in Chicago. 

Miss Boland was fined $500 for 
refusal to see Frank Dare, the local 
Equity man, and her suspension 
Actress 
apologized, saying she was too dis- 
traught to talk to anyone. 

Had she consented to see Equity’s 
representative in Chicago and been 
examined by a doctor whom he 
would have called, Miss Boland 
might have escaped the embarrass- 
ing situation of having charges filed 
against her. 

According to the St. Louis hospital, 
Miss Boland’s age was recorded as 
43, but there was a question mark 
attached to that figure, evidently by 
doctors. In ‘Who’s Who in the Thea- 
tre,’ Miss Boland is stated to be 57, 
having been born in Philadelphia in 
1885. Report said she had lower 
lobar pneumonia, but quickly recov- 
ered after administration of sulfanili- 
mide drugs. There was a difference 
of opinion by the hospital doctors, 
one advising her to rest instead of 
rejoining the show, another saying 
she was all right. 























‘Ears’ Over-Long Vamp 
Means Full Pay for Cast 


‘What Big Ears,’ a farce once 
known as ‘America’s Grandma,’ has 
been rehearsing more than the four- 
week ‘free’ period stipulated by 
Equity and, although the play does 
not open at the Windsor, N. Y., un- 
til next Monday (20), most of the 
cast will receive full pay this week. 
Delay in getting the play ready was 
principally occasioned by at least 
one change in the leads. 

Margarit Wyler was replaced by 
Ruth Weston, former said to be a 
Russian actress who bought into the 
show. Miss Wyler has a run of the 
play contract and the management 
is liable for her salary until June 1 
in the event the show gets across. 
It is being presented by a new man- 
agerial duo, L. Danie] Blank and 
David Silberman. 





N. Y. Easter Wk Legit B.0. N.S.G.; 
Expected Boom Did Not Materialize 





— 


‘ICE’ EXTENDED 


Closing Notice of Center, N. Y., 
Show Revised to April 25 








A revised closing notice of ‘It 
Happens on Ice’ has been posted at 
the Center, Radio City, probable 
finale date being April 25. Closing 
had been set tentatively for this 
Saturday (18), but the rink revue 
hopped to nearly $30,000 for 13 per- 
formances during Easter week. 
Show is now in its 73rd week. Cen- 
ter will definitely house another 
skating show under auspices of Ar- 
thur M. Wirtz and Sonja Henie, be- 
ing around June 15. 

Several bids for the Center have 
been made for the interval between 
the closing of ‘Ice’ and the new show. 
House is due to get the San Carlo 
Opera Co. for about three weeks 
starting June 1, but the booking had 
not been completed early this week. 
Thereafter preparations for the new 
‘Ice’ may preclude other shows com- 
ing in. 


N.Y. Critics Will Huddle 
Thurs. (16), ‘Best Play’ 
Award May Stymie Em 


The critics will gang up on the 
Algonquin hotel, N. Y., Thurs. (18) 
evening to decide on their idea of the 
season’s best play, if any, and it is 
reported that proprietor Frank Case 
has soundproofed a parlor for the 
boys in the event they grow too 
vehement in their discussions. Re- 
viewers would like to outguess the 
Pulitzer people. 

Reason why there is possibility 
critics may not pick a best play 
this season is their disappointment 
over John Steinbeck’s “The Moon Is 
Down,’ for which they waited before 
going into the annual huddle. Play 
opened at the Beck, N. Y., last week, 
ard most notices were on the down 
side. Only Brooks Atkinson, in the 
Times, gave it unqualified plaudits. 
Oscar Serlin and his staff were not 
exactly surprised by the press re- 
ception, having figured that the play 
was over-touted by book reviewers 
prior te the stage premiere. Serlin 
was somewhat steamed up over the 
review by John Mason Brown 
(World-Telegram), however, saying 
he criticized everything and every- 
one but the front doorman, whose 
name he didn’t know. The critics 
have a comparatively easy guess in 
the matter of the best play by a 
foreign author, ‘Blithe Spirit’ and 
‘Angel Street’ being = standouts. 
American play winner could be 
‘In Time To Come,’ not a success, 
but there is sentiment for ‘Moon’ 
and if a comedy gets the nod it 
may be ‘Junior Miss.’ 

Pulitzer awards are due around 
May 1. 


‘CLAUDIA’ AUSSIE NET 
TO ARMY RELIEF 


The managerial net and royalties 
for ‘Claudia’ in Australia will be 
turned over in total to the Army 
Emergency Fund. The Rose Franken 
comedy has been playing there since 
the first of the year, but the amount 
of profit earned has not been com- 
puted, mostly because that was not 
deemed important, as all such money 
is frozen until after the war ends. 
An accounting will be furnished by 
the Williamson Circuit, the Austra- 
lian government making a concession 
so that the Army Fund can benefit. 

Author’s son, Pauli Franken, is a 
lieutenant with the American forces, 
and it is understood he will present 
the money to General MacArthur on 
behalf of the Fund. ‘Claudia’ was 
produced by John Golden, but he re- 
linquished the Australian rights to 
Miss Franken, figuring that royalty 
would not be collectible for an in- 
definite period. It is, therefore, her 
donation to the Fund. 

Original ‘Claudia’ company, which 
has been cieaning up on the road, 
will be brought back for a return 
engagement on Broadway early in 
June. Golden plans a limited engage- 
ment at pop prices, show to be 
spotted in a fairfy large theatre with 
an air-conditioning plant. The show 
thereafter will jump to the Coast. 
‘Claudia’ recently completed a run 
at the Booth, N. Y., of more than a 
year. 




















Broadway legit did not get the ex- 
pected Easter week boom business, 
despite the start with an extra ma- 
tinee on the holiday. Mediocre at- 
tendance on that afternoon was a 


boxoffice wound and, while favored 
shows fared well thereafter, grosses 
were hardly better than for Holy 
week. Where there was any im- 
provement, it was not considerable. 
Agencies, too; were distinctly under 
normal, explained by the tendency 
of holiday visitors to seek cheap 
tickets. 


Weather was a factor in the so-so 
going, it being cool and inclement, 
A wet snow fell throughout Thurs- 
day (9), when the racing season 
epened, with the result that attend- 
ance at Jamaica track was little 
more than one-third of that at last 
season’s debut. 


In attempting to figure cut what 
was the matter during Easter week, 
showmen said that the holiday it- 
self has been a sort of snare and 
delusion for some time. Weather 
was conceded to be handicap, but 
news from the south Pacific, espe- 
cially the fall of Bataan with the 
resultant depressive effect, was seen 
as affecting any possible theatre up- 
surge. Until there is better news 
of the war, amusements are likely 
to be dented and no improvement 
is expected for the immediate 
present. 


Perhaps the managers expected 
tco much on the basis of surprising 
business through the final week of 
Lent. There were no leaps in 
grosses then, but the declines 
through Holy Week were much less 
than usual, 


Surprise takings were registered 
last week by ‘The Moon Is Down’ 
at the Beck. Despite its so-so no- 
tices, the new drama came close 
to getting top money among the 
straight plays. Counting a paid pre- 
view and a $5.50 premiere, the gross 
approached $18,000, ‘Junior Miss’ 
alone reaching a higher figure. There 
were several theatre parties which 
helped ‘Moon’ during the initial 
week, and this week it will probably 
be indicated whether the drama is 
a real money show. 


Although the Katharine Hepburn 
play, ‘Without Love,’ has been set 
back, the spring period will not be 
devoid of plays with name leads. 
First to come in was ‘Yesterday’s 
Magic,’ which opened at the Guild 
yesterday ((Tuesday), with Paul 
Muni. Coming is Jane Cowl, who 
started rehearsals in ‘A Night For 
a Lady.’ It is the same play called 
‘Treat Her Gently,’ which was tried 
out in Texas last season with Ruth 
Chatterton, author is George D. Bat- 
son, said to have been a bus boy 


until his seript was ‘discovered.’ 
Play is due at the Henry Miller 
May 11, 


“All’s Fair,’ first definite new musi- 
cal of the summer, is also in re- 
hearsal, it being based on “The War- 
rior’s Husband.’ Dwight Deere Wi- 
man will have Richard Kollmar and 
Richard Rogers, who wrote the score 
with Larry Hart, as associates. Koll- 
mar is an actor, husband of Dorothy 
Kilgallen, Broadway Columnist of 
the Journal-American. 


GILBERT MILLER WOULD 
REVIVE D.C. BELASCO 


Washington, April 14. 
Gilbert Miller has submitted a plan 
to the Government by which he 
hopes to restore to the active amuse- 
ment world the historic Belasco the- 


atre opposite the White House. Bel- 
asco has been used by the Govern- 
ment for storage purposes since 1940. 

What producer Miller proposes is 
that the Government lease the prop- 
erty to him. In return he proposes 
to build for Uncle Sam storage fa- 
cilities that will be the equivalent of 
space occupied in the old playhouse, 
In other words, U. S. would put up 
the building and Miller would pay 
the bills. 

Under priority rulings no new the- 
atre can be built until after the war, 
nor is material available for renova- 
tion. Belasco could be put into shape 
for plays without violating priority 
rulings. Miller’s proposal taken un- 
der advisement by the Public Build- 
ings Administration and the Bureau 
of the Budget, which have joint au- 
thority over the allocation of fed- 
eral space in Washington. 
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Edgar B. Davis, the man who poured $1,250,000 into ‘The Ladder’ over 
a two-year period, is reported not so strong financially, although he may 


have a potential fortune in Texas oil. 


It appears that where some of his 


wells were sunk oil is so far down that it is costly to bring it up. 
One reason why he persisted in keeping the ‘Ladder’ playing was anger 


over the notices. 


He felt the play was not that bad and attempted to prove 


it. Davis’ imsistence on keeping in certain things and excluding others 
was the reason the show never caught on, otherwise it could have played 
itself into a h@® Davis brought a trainload of guests down fr m Boston 
for the premiere, with the femme contingent festooned with orchids. 
Later, even though he made grants to Massachusetts on tax claims, for 


some time he weuld not enter the state. 
Quite a percentage of the Davis fortune was in 


dence officially to Texas. 


After that he moved his resi- 


stocks which he posted on behalf of Frank Sieberling, former tire mag- 


nate. 


Not clear whether those securities have ever been released. 





Talent Co-Ordinating Committee, which checks on gratis entertainment 
in anyway connected with the war, and has offices in New York, Chicago 
and Hollywood, has asked the actor-artist unions for financial support. Some 
have complied, but the estimated amount necessary to function has not 
been assured. Recently Equity donated $300, but the committee sought 


$200 monthly from that union. 


Such donations were agreeable to the American Federation of Radio 
Artists but, as Equity so far declines to be committed to monthly remit- 


tances, the radio group may revise its position in the matter. 


American 


Guild of Musical Artists says it helps the co-ordinating office by lending 
its executive secretary, Blanche Witherspoon, while the Screen Actors 
Guild points out that it is handling the Coast end. That means Equity 
is the only group that has actually given coin to the committee. 





Dwight Deere Wiman indicated that there are 16 first-string critics in 
New York in sending ’em two tickets at $5.50 each for ‘Gratefully Yours,’ 
a revue played by British youngsters at the Imperial Tuesday afternoon 


(7) and Sunday night (12). 


There are nine dailies in the metropolis, but 


the showman included seven other publications, including ‘Variety.’ No 
other papers were asked to attend the show. 

The critics promptly sent checks to Wiman, treasurer of the group 
which presented ‘Yours,’ proceeds of which went to the British-American 
Ambulance funds and the American Theatre Wing. He wrote the review- 
ers, saying that it was the first time in 15 years that he was on the receiv- 


ing end, that is getting coin from the scribes for tickets. 


said the tickets were not returnable. 


Manager also 





Equity has okayed its annual bill from the American Arbitration So- 


ciety, an item of $2,500. 


That expenditure is regarded as satisfactory, 


despite the fact that only 30 cases had to be decided by the arbitration 


route. 


Claims were mostly by actors against managers. 


Figured that 


court costs would exceed that amount, besides which the lapse of time 
before trial would drag out cases too long. 

Formerly there were as many as 200 cases disposed of by arbitration, 
but the number of claims dropped when fewer shows were produced and 
quite a percentage of claims are settled by Equity’s legal department. Fee 
from the AAS used to be $3,500 yearly, but the cost was split with the 


one-time Producing Managers Assn. 
Equity took over the arbitration costs. 


When that organization dissolved, 





Eddie Dowling has been advised by the doctor that he is in need of a long 
rest and it is doubtful that the three-playlet show, ‘Love, Laughter and 


Tears,’ will reach the boards again this season. 


It was his intention to 


bring it to Broadway before the end of spring. Show came to an abrupt 
halt out of town when an attack ot stomach ulcers forced the player to 
bed. Dowling’s present weakened condition is the result of his inability 
to absorb food but he’s now taking solid nourishment. 

Two of the playlets were written by William Saroyan and one by Sean 
O’Casey. Dick Watts ‘covered’ them from script and apparently got quite 


a° bang out’ of one. 





Under the arrangement between Frank Gillmore and the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America when he accepted a 50% cut in salary about 
two years ago, he is not required to work unless he is so disposed. How- 
ever, he has been active in Four A’s affairs lately and is acting on five 
committees, including Theatre Authority, where he presides at meetings. 

Gillmore resides at Hollis, L. I, and expresses a yen to putter around 
the garden rather than theatre matters. 














| H'wood Victory Caravan 








Continued from page 4 








terial. They are Ben Hecht, Edwin, and official society are expected to 
Justus Mayer, Marc Connolly, S. J.| fili the Capitol theatre for the per- 
Perelman, Philip and Julius J. Ep-!| formance. 


stein, Mary McCall, Henry Meyer, 
Hi Kraft, Jerome Chodorov, John 
Mercer, Arthur Schwartz, Donald 
Ogden Stewart, Matt Brooks, True | 
Boardman and Joe Shrank, Alfred 
Newman has been named musical | 
director and original tunes are ex-| 
pected to be contributed for the 
tour. 

Mixup on the San Francisco date, 
the last of the tour, which resulted 
from Walter Winchell’s plan to stage 
a Navy Relief show there at about 
the same time the ‘Caravan’ was to 
come in, has now been straightened. 
After numerous changes of dates, 
‘Caravan’ will go to S.F. May 19, 
and will be sponsored there by 
Winchell in lieu of the show he was 
to put on. A few of the ‘Caravan’ 
people may be forced to. leave be- 
fore then and. Winchell will supple- 
ment the troupe with some Broad- 


way names, probably including Al 
Jolson, George Jessel and Ben 
Bernie. 


Here’s the tour, as revised since 
last week: April 30, Washington; 
May 1, Boston; May 2, Philadelphia; 
May 3, Cleveland; May 4, rest; May 
5, Detroit; May 6, Chicago; May 7, 
St. Louis; May 8, travel; May 9, 
matinee, St. Paul; May 9, evening, 
Minneapolis; May 10, matinee, Des 
Moines; May 11, Dallas; May 12, 
Houston; May 19, San Francisco. 





White House Reception 
Washington, April 14. 
Capital plans for the opening of 
the ‘Hollywood Victory Caravan’ 
here April 30 called for a White 
House reception for the players. 
President Roosevelt, “the Cabinet 





August. 


Loew’s is contributing the house. 





Army’s Big Benefit 
Giant outdoor show in New York 


to raise coin for Army Relief prob- 
ably will be held in late July or 
president of 
Equity, is arranging details. It would 
| be similar to the Navy Relief show 
recently 
Square Garden under Walter Win- 
chell’s aegis. 


Bert Lytell, 
Madison 


presented’ at 


One of the ball parks is being con- 


Sidered as the locale for the all-star 
conclave. 





Frisco’s 25G Goal 
San Francisco, April 14. 


Navy Relief show, scaled at $5.50 
top, has been set for May 19 at the 
Municipal Auditorium by the San 
Francisco Citizens Committee for 
Navy Relief. Walter Winchell has 
promised to bring a large contingent 
here for the performance including 
Fred Allen, Al Jolson and Ben 
Bernie while Hollywood has prom- 
ised about 15 names also, 

John Nicholson was appointed 
chairman of the committee. Staging 
will be under direction of Richard 
M. Tobin, while Paul Ponz will 
handle program affairs. 

Gross of $25,000 is anticipated on 
sellout with another $10,000 or so 
from program advertising. Local 
committee feels the show is strictly 
Navy as this is a Navy town, and 
unless compelled by the Hollywood 
Victory Committee, through its talent 
assistants to give part of funds to 
the Army, will turn over entire pro- 


SOLDIERS GETTING 2,000 
LEGIT OAKLIES WKLY. 


Approximately 2,000 free tickets to 
Broadway legit shows are being 
given away weekly, that average 
having been closely maintained since 











|the managers starting opening their 
_doors to non-commissioned men in | 


ithe Army, Navy and Marine Corps | 
|early last fall. Distribution continues 
to be from quarters oi the USO, 99 
|Park avenue, plan to operate - 
‘booth in Times Square being in abey- 
ance. 

Cuffo tickets call for performances 
from Monday to Thursday for most 
theatres, although there are som ex- 
ceptions. Number nightly vary from 
30 to 50 per house and are on the 
lower floor. For a time the service- 
men were admitted to the rear of 
the theatres and occupied empty 
seats afterwards. Orders have been 
recently issued to boxoffices to the 
effect that whenever possible the 
men are to be spotted within the 
first 10 rows. Considerably more 
tickets are given away by picture 
theatre managers than legits because 
those houses are much larger and 
performances are continuous. 
Commissioned officers who are 
permitted to buy tickets at half- 
price, have been getting the best lo- 
cations in the legit houses> 


FDR Cheers John Golden’s 
Efforts for Service Men 


Washington, April 14. 

President Roosevelt paid tribute to 
producer John Golden for his gen- 
erous activities in behalf of service 
men. Producer and his wife were 
fdinner guests on Thursday (9) last. 
and accepted overnight hospitality at 
the Executive Mansion. Tribute ex- 
tended to the Golden company play- 
ing ‘Claudia.’ After the Thursday 
night performance, Dorothy Maguire, 
Donald Cook, Frances Starr and 
other members of the cast attended 
a White House reception and an in- 
formal supper. Company manager 
Edward O’Keefe chaperoned the car- 
avan of actors, with Edmund Plohn, 
National’s manager, arranging the 
details. 

Mrs. Roosevelt received her guests, 
assisted by Mrs. Henry Morgenthau 
and Mrs. Wallace, wife of the Vice- 
President. Alice Roosevelt Long- 
worth, with her daughter, Paulina, 
radio and story fans for the ‘Claudia’ 
fiction, were also present. 

First Lady has long been an ad- 
mirer of the Rose Franken stories, 
and was partially instrumental in 
having them dramatized. She at- 
tended the first performance of the 
play in January, 1941. Rose Franken 
has been a frequent White House 
guest and so has her mother-in-law, 
Mrs, William Brown Meloney. 
‘Claudia’ almost became the ‘Com- 
mand Performance of 1941.’ It was 
offered free of expense by Dixie 
French, Golden’s general manager, 
one hour after the Birthday Ball 
committee had closed with Dwight 
Deere Wiman for ‘Old Acquaint- 
ance.’ 


Celebrity Theatre 


Continued from page 32 



































down hard on the wrong word. His 
shadows and nuances weren’t always 
in focus. Little hesitations and loss 
of tempo produced just enough jerki- 
ness in the Stout performance to 
remind the listener that he was a 
celebrity, not a theatrical or radio 
star. Still it wasn’t contemptible. 
Let Woollcott look to his laurels as 
an actor, 

Rest of cast were such old studio- 
haunters as Arnold Moss, Jack Mc- 
Bride, Myron McCormick and Frank 
Butler. They and the sound effects 
took Rex Stout safely into and out 
of the pre-Japanéese Javanese jungle, 
which was the setting of a yarn by 
Lawrence G. Blochman called ‘Red 
Wine.” Tom Powers provided the 
narration and will run through the 
whole six weeks. 


Plot concerned the efforts of a de- 
tective from the United States to 
identify one of three Americans on 
a rubber plantation as a murderer. 
He has only one clue, namely that 
the killer was a gourmet and fancier 
of fine French vintages. Arranging 
a feast the detective gives a verbal 
build-up to the wines that are com- 
ing. Montrachet, 1904, just as a 
starter. Then, Chambertin, 1911. 
Then, as if he knew no better, the 
detective says, ‘now, I'll just add a 
little cracked ice in the Chamber- 
tin—.’ Whereupon the murderer re- 
veals himself by shouting, in aes- 
thetic outrage, ‘For God sake’s, don’t 
put ice in fine burgundy.’ 

The two other suspects are proven 
innocent because they, honest Am- 
erican hillbillies, don’t. realize that 





ceeds to the sailors. 


it’s a crime to ice wine. Land. 





Plays on Broadway 





THE MOON IS DOWN 


Drama in two acts (eight scenes), 
adapted by John Steinbeck from his own 
novil of same name; directed by Chester 
Erskin: settings by Howard Bay. Features 


Otto Kruger and Ralph Morgan. Presented 
by Oscar Serlin, at Martin Beck theatre, 
| N. Y., April 7, °42; at $3.30 top (5.50 
opening. 

Dr. Witter. .cccccesceeosecs Whitford Kane 
SORGDE <6. ccccs sheepetodesons Joseph Sweeney 
Serweant......e¢.- Secesecoces Edwin Gordon 
Capt. Bentick....ccccccess John LDL. Seymour 
APO? CGeGaR..occcccereseces Ralph Morgan 
Madam Ordle..c.ccccccccces Leona Powers 
Corporal, ..ccccccccccosececs Charles Gordon 
Cok. LORS. cc cccecscecosecces Otto Kruger 
George Corell...ccecssecees E. J. Ballantine 
AORIO. coc cccceccccvecsocsorsed Jane Seymour 
Soldier... ..cccccvcccccvccces Kermit Kegley 
Maj. Hunter. ..coccseccceeess Russell Collins 
Lt. Prackle..cccccssccecccccveses Carl Gose 
Capt. Loft. .ccccccccccscccsccers Alan Hewitt 
RS, DemGer. ccc ceseseccocsves William Kythe 
BOOP. cccccvcvccvcccceccces Victor Thorley 
Molly Morden.......cesseceees Maria Palmer 
Alex Morden... ccccscccccccses Philip Foster 
Will Amders.....cccscceecvees George Kane 
Tome ANnGTSs caccrcevervecvcecs Lyle Bettger 


John Steinbeck. whose ‘Of Mice 
and Men’ won the Critics’ Circle 
award several seasons ago and whose 
‘Grapes of Wrath’ was a best-selling 
book and click picture, has _ dra- 
matized his newest novel, “The Moon 
Is Down,’ also a best-seller and also 
highly regarded critically. There are 
three standards of judging the work 
—commercially, artistically and as 
propaganda. All are valid ap- 
proaches and, in some respects, are 
inter-related. 

Commercially, ‘The Moon Is Down’ 
should be a success, not only because 
the novel from which it has been 
adapted gives it a large ready-made 
audience, but also because it deals 
with a subject of irresistible timeli- 
ness, the fight for survival of the 
inhabitants of the conquered coun- 
tries. In addition, the play offers a 
message of hope, which is a boxoffice 
essential at this time. Besides, it 
contains manifest sincerity, much 
fine writing and some excellent act- 
ing. It offers promising picture ma- 
terial. } 

From an artistic standpoint (and 
to some extent a commerciai one as 
well), the play is a penetrating state- 
ment of the essential conflict of the 
democratic and Fascist philosophies. 
Democracy is slower to act than a 
dictatorship, the mayor tells the 
Nazi colonel, but when democracy 
does act, it does so with the power 
of a united people. ‘Herded people 
win battles,” he declares, ‘but free 
people win wars.’ Knowing he must 
ultimately die for his cause, afraid 
but still ready to die, the mayor 
ends the scene with this avowal to 
the Nazi commander, ‘Yours is the 
one impossible job, for you can never 
break man’s spirit permanently.’ 

For all Steinbeck’s sincerity and 
tolerance, however, his play suffers 
from lack of dramatic vitality. It 
is an intellectual treatment of the 
subject, with little suspense and 
without a compelling personal story. 
There is not a single character for 
audience self-identification, no one 
whose fate becomes all-important. 
As a result, the play remains imper- 
sonal, no matter how admirable. 
What’s more, there is no character 
development in the drama. The char- 
acters are involved in situations and 
react characteristically, but are 
basically unchanged by events or ex- 
periences. Those are artistic flaws, 
but also commercial weaknesses. 

There will be considerable contro- 
versy about the propaganda value of 
the play. Because it shows the Nazis 
as civilized victims of their own sys- 
tem, and because it seems to say that 
the democracies can win by under- 
cover warfare and _ psychological 
means, there is and will be criticism 
of the play. There will also be im- 
patience from those vigorous-minded 
people who regard the Nazis not as 
misguided idealists, but as cruel, 
cold-blooded barbarians. However, 
the inevitable clash in viewpoints 
will undeniably help the boxoffice. 

Whatever the merits of the drama 
itself, there is certain to be dis- 
agreement about the acting. Otto 
Kruger, after 10 years in pictures, 
gives a brilliantly underplayed per- 
formance of the philosophical Nazi 
colonel who, knowing the futility of 
trying to terrorize the conquered 
people into submission, nevertheless 
carries out orders because he is a 
soldier. Although he keeps the quiet- 
ness of the character, he suggests 
subtly the inner strength and the 
inherent tragedy of the man. Ralph 
Morgan is somewhat, too, soft and 
saintlike as the wise compassionate 
mayor. 

Whitford Kane has new lines and 
a different costume as the kindly, 
tough-minded local doctor, but he 
has his customary Irish accent, 
smokes his customary pipe in his 
customary manner and has his cus- 
tomary knack of timing. In other 
words, he’s playing Whitford Kane 
again, and as usual that’s sufficient. 
Leona Powers gives a compassionate 
portrayal of the mayor's wife; E. J. 
Ballantine is a convincingly odious 
local Quis)ing; Jane Seymour is effec- 
tive as a stubborn maid; Alan Hewitt 
is a properly pompous Nazi fanatic, 
and Maria Palmer is fiercely pas- 
sionate as the widow of a Norwegian 
martyr. 

Those giving understated per- 
formances in smaller parts include 
Joseph Sweeney, Russell Collins, 
Carl Gose, William Eythe and Philip 
Foster. Chester Erskin’s direction is 


articulate, though somewhat lacking 
in pace and vitality. Howard Bay’s 
settings admirably suggest the wintry 
atmosphere of a Norwegian mining 
village, and the rather elaborate 
sound effects add reality. 

Opening night audience must have 
been recruited from doctors’ lists of 
influenza patients, for the steady 
barrage of coughing was enough to 
drive less hardy actors off the stage. 
There was also the usual quota of 
match-lighters among the plushy 
first-night gathering. However, the 
performance was expertly managed 
as to curtains, lights and seating of 
spectators. Hobe. 


AUTUMN HILL 


Melodrama in three acts presented at the 
Booth, N, Y., April 13, '42, by Max Lieh- 
man; written by Norma Mitchell and John 
Harris; staged by Ronald "ammond; get- 
ting by Lemuel Ayers; $3.30 top. 
yaa Beth Merrill 
rr ee Dorrit Kelton 
Boh Ferguson....... keeds William Roerick 
Judge Hendricks............ Clyde Franklin 
Wis ws 000404% bos 60066 ¥0 Jack Effrat 
SOME. 650646640 seomerss Elizabeth Sutherland 
Me 603: 990094.6 6000046004004 Robert Williams 
PARE, o cccsccccscvvessseeese James Gregory 





Even if the public was indulgent 
because of better news of the war, 
it is very doubtful this drab play 
would be acceptable. No indications 
that it has a chance. 


Story is of the type to be found in 
pulp mags that specialize in horror 
and mystery yarns, though ‘Autu:+= 
Hill’ isn’t either, being more of a 
trouble play. Besides, it is extremely 
talky, making for a quiet perform- 
ance with hardly any change of pace. 

It is enacted in a rural New Eng- 
land home, where a hard-fisted Mrs. 
Hatfield has just died. She lived 
there 20 years with Gussie Rogers, 
her closest friend, who has had little 
joy in her life. Conversation with 
a neighbor discloses that Mrs. Hat- 
field’s nephew, Tony Selden, whose 
mother was badly treated by Mrs. 
Hatfield, resides in Brooklyn. 

Tony is a mobster, head of a coun- 
terfeiting bunch, With two pals, who 
soon disappear, and his sweetheart, 
who poses as his secretary, Tony 
moves into the Hatfield home as a 
hideaway from G-men. When he 
finds his aunt evidently died without 
leaving a will, he decides to stick 
until he can grab the estate, being 
next of kin. A will is found leaving 
all to Gussie, but she refuses to re- 
veal the document, aiming to mother 
Tony. 

Posing as an author, Tony spends 
most of the time in the basement 
with Julie, the girl, who helps wnhile 
he prints phoney money. A queer 
fiver turns up on the church col- 
lection plate and the young clergy- 
man attempts to trace its source. 
Tony believes the cleric has found 
him out and homicide is the next 
step. Manner of the off-stage killing 
is not revealed, and there is no gun 
shot. 

Gussie discovers the _ business 
downstairs and drives off Julie, in 
the expectation that Tony will set- 
tle down as a respectable man. He 
tells her the fate of the pastor, who 
was supposed to be his friend. State 
police are at the door as Tony pleads 
with Gussie to help him escape the 
electric chair. She does by shooting 
him down. 

There is one good piece of acting, 
that by Beth Merrill as Gussie, de- 
prived of life’s pleasantries, some- 
what typical of hard-bitten Yankee 
women. Her characterization is en- 
tirely believable and whatever the 
show’s rating Miss Merrill’s perform- 
ance should attract managerial at- 
tention. Jack Effrat is fair as Tony, 
a somewhat nervous crook. Elizabeth 
Sutherland, a comely redhead, was 
liked as Julie. William Roerick, as 
the minister, and Clyde Franklin. as 
an attorney, are okay in smaller 
parts. 

It is someshing different in en- 
deavor for Max Liebman to present 
such a meller. He has been asso- 
ciated with Sylvia Fine in writing 
numbers and material, mostly for 
her husband, Danny Kaye. Ibee. 





Hardwicke-Kaufman 
To Co-Produce ‘Years’ 


Sir Cedric Hardwicke will be co- 
producer with-Harry Kaufman (Lee 
Shubert) of ‘All These Years,’ as 
well as the star, contract for his par- 
ticipation having just been consum- 
mated. It calls for Aug. 25 deadline 
production of this Jerome Weidman 
play, the latter's first. 

Up to now Kaufman has super- 
vised musicals, standouts being 
‘Hellzapoppin’ and ‘Sons O’ Fun.’ 








Equity Meets June 5 


Annual membership meeting of 
Actors Equity will be held June 5 
at the Astor hotel, N. Y. Main busi- 
ness will be the election of officers 
and council replacements. 


Members. whose dues are paid up 





to May 5 will be eligible to vote. 
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Chi B.0s Pick Up, But Not Much: 





Blithe Sprit? ‘Ange’ Each $1300 





Chleago, Apeil _ 
it b.o. was up a bit from the 
= 4 session, but still did not 
exhibit the sock power that such 
shows as ‘Blithe Spirit’ and ‘Angel 
t’ rate. 
Pees Is All’ called it quits at the 
Blackstone Saturday (11) and the 
house brought in ‘Good Night 
Ladies’ on Sunday. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Angel Street,’ Harris (4th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Came back a little 
Jast week with the Easter holiday 
and made it $13,000. 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ Selwyn (8th week) 
(1.000; $2.75). Also perked and got 


,000. 
sg ne Is Ali,’ Blackstone (5th and 


final week) (1,200; $2.75). Finished 
Chicago stay after total of seven 
weeks, two earlier this season. 
Wound up with great $9,500. 


MAGIC, $18,000, 
NIFTY IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 14. 

Easter Week legit theatre biz held 
strong and profitable in all three of 
the houses lighted. Standout was 
Theatre Guild’s ‘Yesterday’s Magic,’ 
playing single week at the Forrest. 
Crix were either lukewarm or 
hostile about this Paul Muni 
vehicle, but that didn’t prevent it 
from grossing a little over $18,000. 

Very nice also was $12,300 turned 
in by ‘My Sister Eileen’ in first of 
three weeks at Locust. Rave notices 
and word-of-mouth should further 
boost this comedy in remaining stay. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Yesterday’s Magic,’ Forrest (one 
week only) (1,800; $3.42). Crix said 
emphatic ‘thumbs down,’ but Paul 
Muni’s name meant plenty. Over 
$18,000, with ATS subscribers get- 
ting break on seat prices, although 
show wasn’t one of ATS series. 
‘Panama Hattie’ this week. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Locust (lst 
week) (1,500; $2.85). Crix all raved 
and show built steadily during week; 
$12,300 and should beat that figure in 
both of its remaining weeks. 

‘Blossom Time,’ Walnut (1st week) 
(1,700; $2.85). Old favorite still liked 
to tune of okay $10,200 in first of 
two weeks. ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
next Monday for four weeks. 


TREASURERS BALL NETS 
$8,000; 16 TO ATWC 


Approximately $1,000 will go to 
the American Theatre Wing Con | 
teen from the Treasurers Club, 
which held a highly successful ball 
at the Waldorf Astoria, N. Y., Sun- 
day (12) night. That amount is the 
total taken in by the midway, which 
was an added feature for the bene- 
fit of the Wing. Club earned around 
$8,000, mostly from the program, 
book’s ads grossing close to $9,000. 

There were 345 prizes given away 
during the evening, almost every- 
body carrying a package on their 
way out. Some were balloon prizes, 
others being from door check num- 
bers or just for consolation. 


Ruth Chatterton Sells 




















Bonds, But Not Legiter Bus 





Springfiield, Mass., April 14. | 
Ruth Chatterton made more for 
Uncle Sam than she did for herself 
here Friday (10). When advance 
sale for matinee of ‘Private Lives’ 
had to be called off because of slim 
box office, she sold about $400 worth 
of war bonds at Forbes & Wallace 
department store. 

Evening performance in Masonic 
auditorium drew only about 400, 
Partly because of cold shoulder from 
local papers. Attempt by promoter 


Leo Freedman New 
Head of Press Agents 


Leo Freedman last week scored a 
one-vote victory to become chairman 


of the press agenis ehapter of the 
Association of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers. He beat Phil Stevenson, 
the only other candidate, by a 19-18 
vote. 


Rest of the exec slate had no op- 
position and was elected unanimous- 
ly. It included Dick Maney, vice- 
chairman; Ted Goldsmith, treasurer, 
and Al Tamarin, secretary. There 
was a three-cornered race for two 
openings on the board of governors. 
Nat Dorfman got one of the spots 
hands-down, while Glen Allvine 
defeated Jim Proctor by three votes 
for the other. 


Elected to the exec committee 
were Karl Bernstein, Sol Jacobson, 
Willard Keefe, Ben Kornzweig and 
Howard Newman. 


Current Road Shows 


(April 15-25) 











‘Angel Street’ (2d Co.) — Harris, 


Chi, (15-25). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
Hanna, Cleve. (15-18}; Walnut, 


Philly (20-25). 
‘Blithe Spirit’ 
Chi. (15-25). 
‘Blossom Time’— Walnut, Philly 
(15-18); Shubert, Boston (20-25). 
‘Candle in the Wind’— Temple, 
Birmingham (15); Ryman Aud., 


(2d Co.)—Selwyn, 


Nashville (16); Aud., Memphis (17- | 


18); Aud., Jackson, Miss. ((20); 
Munic. Aud., New Orleans (21-22); 
Music Hall, Houston (24-25). 


‘Claudia’ (N. Y. Co.) — Ford’s, 
Balto (15-18); Wilbur, Boston (20- 
25). 

‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—City Aud.,| 


Beaumont, Texas (15); Munic. Aud., | 


Munic Aud., New 
Orleans (17-18); Coliseum, Evans- 
ville, Ind. (20); Lincoln, Decatur, 
Ill. (21); Shrine Mosque, Peoria (22); 
Palace, South Bend (23); Shrine, Ft. 
Wayne (24); Keith’s, Grand Rapids 
(25). 

‘Corn Is Green’—Cass, Detroit (15- 
18); Royal Alexandra, Toronto (20- 
25). 

‘Good Night Ladies’ — Blackstone, 
Chi. (15-25). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—Majes- 
tic, Boston (15-25). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.)—National, 
Wash. (15-25). 

‘High Kickers’ — Shubert, Boston 
(15-18); Ford’s, Balto (20-25). 

‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.)— 
Geary, S. F. (15-25). 

‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Music 
Box, Hollywood (15-25). 

‘Macbeth’ — English, Indianapolis 
(15); Taft Aud. Cincy (16-18); 
American, St. L. (20-25). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Cur- 
ran, S. F. (15-25). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ 
cust, Philly (15-25). 

‘Native Son’—Flatbush, B’klyn (15- 
19): Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (21-25). 

‘Pal Joey’—Flatbush, B’klyn (21- 


Shreveport (16); 


(3d Co.)—Lo- 


25). 
‘Panama Hattie’ — Forrest, Philly 
(15-25). 
‘Private Lives’ — Shubert, New 
Haven’ (16-18). 
‘Pursuit of Happiness’ — Masonic 
i, Springfield, Mass. (20-22); 


u 
Bushnell Aud., Hartford (23); Shu- 
bert, New Haven (24-25). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’—Nixon, Pitt 
(15-18); Cass, Detroit (20-25). 

‘Walking Gentleman’ — Playhouse, 
Wilmington (24-25). 

‘without Love’ — Colonial, Boston 
(15-25). 


‘Corn’ 9G in Cincy 


Cincinnati, April 14. 

Ethel Barrymore, in ‘The Corn is 
Green,’ did near-capacity biz on the 
four performances in the first half 
last week at the 1,336-seat Cox, 
grossing estimated $9,000. Top was 








Harold J. Kennedy to dilute red ink | $2.75 


left over from his summer stock sea- 
son didn’t click. 





‘Hellz’ $8,300 in Buff. 


Buffalo, April 14. 
Return engagement of ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ (Biliy House-Eddie Garr) 
for four showings at the Erlanger 
last. week. grossed estimated $8,300, 
It was fairish take at $3.30 top. 





Cincy’s legit season winds up the 
last half of this week with Maurice 
Evans and Judith Anderson in ‘Mac- 
beth’ at the Taft at $2.75 top. 


‘Corn’ 10G in Buffalo 
Buffalo, April 14. 
‘Corn Is Green’ closed ATS sub- 
scription and local legit season at 
the Rrianger with four performances 
last week. ; 
At $3.30 top, the Barrymore item 
tallied estimated $10,000, excellent. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Night for a Lady’—Guthrie 
McClintic. 

‘The Strings My Lord Are 
False’—Edward Choate, Alexan- 
der Kirkland. 

‘All’s Fair’—Dwight Deere Wi- 
man, Richard Rogers, Richard 
Kollmar. 

‘The Walking Gentleman’—Al- 
bert Lewis. 

‘What Big Ears’—Daniel Blank, 
David Silberman. 

‘The Life of Reilly’—Harold 
Bromley, Day Tuttle. 

‘Dream Echo’—Ben Levinson. 

‘Mexican Mural’—Robert Lewis. 
is 





“Pal Joey’ (stock)—J. J. Leven- 
thal. 


SF. LEGIT BIG: 
FATHER’ $18,500 


San Francisco, April 14. 
With Curran and Geary the only 
two legit houses going here, both 
are doing excellent biz. Strangely, 
it is a window sale with little ad- 
vance business, due to fact that 


‘blackouts’ always threaten. 

‘Life With Father,’ in first stanza, 
last week garnered estimated $18,500 
at the Geary and looks set for run 
of at least six weeks. 

The Curran has ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
on return engagement after seven 
weeks. Scale was reduced from 
$2.50 to $1.50 top, although cast is 
the same, and biz for last week, first 
of repeat booking, was very healthy 
at approximately $10,400. 

‘Eileen’ will likely run until May 
9, with spring season of light opera 
coming in for four weeks under the 
auspices of the San Francisco Light 
Civie Opera Co., st d by. Ed Les- 
ter. First operetta be presented 
May 11 will be ‘Bit -r Sweet,’ with 
Muriel Angelus and John Howard 
heading the cast. ‘Vagabond King’ 














goes in second week with John Car- 
radine in cast. Third week will 
lbring ‘Hit the Deck,’ with Ethel 
| Waters and Frank Albertson, while 
John Charles Thomas and_ Francis 
Lederer will head cast of ‘Music in 
the Air,’ in fourth week. 


‘HATTIE,’ $15,500, FALLS 
DOWN IN PITT REPEAT 


Pittsburgh, April 14. 

‘Panama Hattie’ was something of 
a disappointment in its return en- 
gagement at the Nixon last week, 
playing to only estimated $15,500 at 
$3.30 top. Show had previously 
come here ear!v in January and did 
blazing $25,000. 

‘Hattie’ got off to poor advance 
on its second visit and didn’t begin 
to show signs of life until more than 
half way through the week. Only 
socko Friday and Saturday biz kept 
return from being a total washout. 

Nixon has ‘Watch On the Rhine’ 
current, final subscription play of 
season. 


Macheth’, Clicko $23,000, 
Detroit; ‘Eileen’ $8,200 


Detroit, April 14. 
Running at close to capacity, 
Maurice Evans and Judith Anderson, 
in ‘Macbeth,’ clicked last week at the 
Cass here with an’ approximate 
$23,000, with the top at $2.75. Shake- 
speare was followed in Monday by 














|Ethel Barrymore in ‘The Corn Is 
| Green’ for six days. 
Following the slight Holy Week 


dip, ‘Sister Eileen,’ with its bargain 
rates, climbed back up to a near sell- 
lout figure with $8,200 at the Shubert- 
| Lafayette and went into its fourth 
|week. Dollar drama is continuing 
| strong here with matinee turnaways, 
when the price levels are 25-50c. 





‘Mexican’ Tryout 





‘Mexican Mural,’ for which Ra- 
mon Naya received a Rockefeller 
Playwriting fellowshi, and won the 
Group Theatre Play contest, will be 
given four tryout performances 
opening Tuesday night (21) at Chan- 
Chanin auditorium, N. Y. Robert 
Lewis is director and presenter. 

Large cast will include Libby Hol- 
man, Montgomery Clift, Perry Wil- 
son, Norman Chambers, Kathryn 
Grill, Kevin McCarthy, Owen Jor- 
dan, David Opatashu, Mira Rosov- 
skaya, Henrietta Lovelace, Terry 
Dicks, Eda Reiss, Kenneth Tobey and 
Gertrude Gilpin. Herbert Andrews 
is designing the scenery. Estimated 
play would cost at least $40,000 to 
produce on ‘Broadway. ~ ° ;, 





| week) 





War, Weather, Hold Down B'way's 
Faster Grosses; Moon’, $18,000, OK 
In Ist Wk., ‘Ice’ Bounces to $30,000 





Easter week’s business was under 
expectations on Broadway, with a 
number of factors the reason, such 
as the war and weather. There are 
12 shows playing Sundays on the 
average, 10 going on afternoon and 
night. “The Moon Is Down’ fared 
much better than the notices indi- 
cated. Two new arrivals this week: 
‘Yesterday’s Magic,’ Guild, and 
‘Autumn Hill,’ Booth. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C. (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (18th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). One of the better 
draws on the list; with an extra 
matinee (Easter) takings went to 
around $14,000. 


‘Autumn Jill,’ Booth- (D-712; 
$3.30). Presented by Max Liebman; 
written by Norma Mitchell and John 
Harris; opened Monday (13) after 
several -previews; brushed off. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(65th week) (CD-838; $3.30). Some 
improvement, but not much differ- 
ence from previous week; excellent 
business continues here; $13,900. 

‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (16th 
week) (M-1,563; $4.40). Had dipped 
somewhat and came back for a count 
that topped $29,000; not as good as 
before, but rates with musical 
leaders; Eddie Cantor under 
weather; off until Thursday (16). 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(28th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Played 
nine performances and_ grossed 
around $21,000, but could have got- 
ten better money; however steadily 


profitable and should go _ into 
summer. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (23d 
week) (CD-936; $3.30). Around 
$17,000 for one of the. leading 


straight shows; also played nine per- 
formances and earning real profits. 

‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort (llth week) 
(CD-1,064; $3.30). Holiday not bene- 
ficial here, the gross being slightly 
under $8,000; however, making 
money and date indefinite. 


‘Guest in the House,’ Plymouth 
(7th week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). Likely 
to last out the season with word of 
mouth helping; business not ex- 
ceptional, but said to be bettering 
an even break; $9,000 estimated. 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (re- 
sumed engagement) (72d week) 
(R-3,026; $1.65). Because of its low 
scale and location, plus extra mati- 
nees, scored the best gross jump, go- 
ing to nearly $30,000 in 13 times; 
— to close set back until April 


‘Jason,’ Hudson (12th week) (CD- 
1,094; $3.30). Controversial play, 
which never has climbed despite 
wealth of extraneous comment; 
eased off last week to about $4,500. 


‘Johnny 2x4,’ Longacre (3d week) 
(C-1,016; $3.30). Attracts goodly at- 
tendance at weekends, but doubtful 
of getting across because operating 
cost much too high for receipts; some 
improvement to over $5,500. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (2lst week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). With gross not far 
from $19,000, comedy is definitely 
straight show leader; played nine 
times to virtual capacity throughout 
week. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (5lst week) (M-1,387; $4.40). 
After laying off week prior to 
Easter, resumed to fairly good busi- 


ness; rated around $20,500; still 
profitable. 

Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (24th 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Standees in 


most times last week, when the gross 
was $31,000; approaching end of 


sixth month and away out in front. | 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (126th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Out of town- 
ers went for long staying comedy in 
a big way and the gross was quoted 
at $14,700. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (68th 
(CD-891; $3.30). Let out an- 
other cog, with takings going 
$13,500 in nine times; Sundays are 
strong factor in run comedy’s recent 
improved pace. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (19th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Extra per- 
formances on Easter Monday sent 
gross up to around $40,000; nothing 
this season has approached takings 
of list’s leader, which looks cinch 
into next season. 

‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse (22d 
week) (CD-865; $3.30). Skipped the 
holiday matinee and dipped under 
$8,000 but is making money right 
along; one of the first shows to be 
named getting a prize this season. 

‘The Moon Is Down,’ Martin Beck 
(Ist week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Notices 
not so good, but business during first 
week very strong, parties helping; 
went to nearly $18,000. 

*Yesterday’s Magic,’ Guild (D-956: 
$3.30). Presented by Theatre Guild; 
written by erg is Williams under 
English title of ‘The Light of Heart’; 
opened Tuesday (14). 

REVIVALS 


‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (12 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75)., Leading re- 
vival in years looks aimed through 





summer; line at the bexoffice rarely 
stops; Easter week takings rated 
over $23,000. 

‘A Kiss for Cinderella,’ Music Box 
(5th week) (CD-1,012; $2.75). Picked 
up last week after dropping too 
much, but extended date doubtful; 
$7,500 estimated. 

‘Nathan the Wise,’ Belasco (ist 
week) (D-1,000; $2.20). Limited ap- 
peal and short stay indicated, with 
last week’s takings around an esti- 
mated $3,000. 


ADDED 


‘Priorities of 1942, 46th St. (3rd 
week) (1,347; $2.20). One of spring 
surprises; bigtime vaudeville show 
getting big money despite early 
ifference of opinion; rated around 
$25,000. 

‘Of V_ We Sing,’ Concert (5th 
week) (R-781; $1.65). Waiting for 
summer spots to open up and may 
fare better in country than here; 
around $3,000; hardly profitable. 


KICKERS’ FAIR - 
$17,000, BOSTON 


: Boston, April 14. 

‘Without Love,’ new Philip Barry 
om § co-starring Katharine Bei 
and Elliott Nugent, sold out and 
stood ’em up every performance in 
its opening stanza, easily topping the 
field last week. ‘High Kickers’ 
copped a fair gross, and ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ in its fifth week, felt the 
opposition and slumped. 

Estimates for Last Week . 

‘Without Love,’ Colonial (ist 
week) (1,643; $3.30). Not one of the 
regular Guild subscription shows, 
but members given cut-rate privi- 
lege. Otherwise the smash $26,800 
take might have gone higher. Two 
more weeks, 

‘High Kickers,’ Shubert (1st week) 
(1,590; $3.30). Musical enjoyed fair 
trade in its opening week (9 per- 
formances), $17,000. One more week 
then to Baltimore, Washington, 
oo ang vanes. 

‘He pin” Majestic (5th 
week) C1 667: $3.30). With com- 
petition, the nutty show suffered a 
little last week and dropped off to 
around $16,000, 


‘FATHER,’ TOPS $15,000 
IN FIRST H’WOOD WK. 


Hollywood, April 14. 

‘Life With Father’ is the lone 
legiter in the Hollywood-Los An- 
geles district, opening last Monday 
(6) with $5.50 scale for lower floor, 
half of this extra tap being donated 
to the Red Cross. 

First week hit was well over $15,- 
000, exceptionally strong for the 
small-capacity house. Piece is set 
for an indefinite run here. 


‘Henry,’ $4,500, Falls 
Down in 2d Seattle Wk. 


Seattle, April 14. 
Second week of ‘Springtime for 
Henry,’ with Edward Everett Horton 
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at the 1,500-seater Metropolitan, 
didn’t hold up to opening week, 

Take was scant at estimated $4,500. 
Seattle evidently still isn’t a two- 
week town for most shows. 
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Cissie Patterson Still Feudin’ 
Feud between Cissie Patterson, 


mitted to get off the facts track. 
Columnist-commentator, remarking 


publisher of the Washington Times- | that he did not know whether Luce 
Herald, and her warring columnists }-was in Timbuctoo or Afghanistan, 


grows more torrid daily. 


Twice | recommended .hat he ‘stay home and 


within a week she has taken front | run ‘Time’ properly.’ 


page space to knock the Pearson- 
Allen Merry-Go-Round column as 
unreliable, apologizing to Secretary 
of Commerce “esse Jones, and later 
referring to P-A as the ‘headache 
boys.’ 

Over at the National Press Club 
tap room they can't fathom the Pat- 
terson editorial technique. She runs 
the deleted and censored Merry-Go- 
Round, then uses front page space 
to say it’s unreliable. Policy on P-A 
seems to be directed to making it 
difficult for Times-Herald readers. 
Column starts wit! a paragraph or 
two at bottom of page and then 
jumps to the interior. P. and A 
move over to the Washington Post at 
conclusion of contract. Merry-Go- 
Round has persistently pounded 
Jesse Jones, which probably does 
not displease Eugene Meyer, Post 
publisher, who tangled with the Cab- 
inet member at the Alfalfa Club in- 
itiation last week. Once Pearson- 
Allen had preferred space on edi- 
torial page of T-H, but since the 
feud William Randolph Hearst’s col- 
umn preempts this choice position. 

Walter Winchell is winning the 
Cissie argument through the very 
enemies the columnist has made. 
Congressman Clare Hoffman, of 
Michigan, whose speech ‘Roosevelt 
is a Judas’ was widely circulated by 
subversive organs, was a leader of 
the Winchell tormentors. So was 
Congressman Ham Fish. Both are 
involved in the Federal grand jury 
investigation of Nazi propaganda 
Hoffman was also a leader in the 
haranguing of Melvyn Douglas’ job 
with Civilian Defense. 

Publisher Patterson is building up 
Danton Walker as Broadway col- 
umnists Took a page ad in the rival 
Daily News to blow up this feature. 





Chi Trib Still At It 


Although most of the sniping at 
Lieut. Commander Walter Winchell 
has died down with the Navy's in- 
sistence that his greatest service con- 
sists of doing just what he’s doing, 
isolationist, Administration - hating 
Chicago Tribune continues its at- 
tacks. Following story last Satur- 
day (11) appeared in a box in the 
first edition and later as a straight 
story on page one: 

Washington, D. C., April 10 
{Special]—Soldiers in camps 
thruout the country are looking 
for a silver lining in the clouds 
of bad war news, it was learned 
at the war department today. 

Whenever the radio in many 
barracks over the country an- 
nounces the sad news that a navy 
ship has been sunk, somebody 
sings out with: 

“Cheer up, maybe Winchell 
was on it.” 

At the navy department it was 
learned that Lieut. Comm. Wal- 
ter Winchell is not exposing® his 
gold braid to salt spray, but to 
the bright lights of Broadway 
night clubs which are a consid- 
erable source of gossip for his 
newspaper column. 





K. C. Star-Times’ Guild Vote 
Movement by the American News- 


paper Guild to secure a majority | man, author, against Isaac C. Penny- | 





War Camps a Convenience 

Sports writers who are assigned to 
cover the Kentucky Derby at Louis- 
ville, Ky., May 2, had better bring 
their own typewriter. War ban on 
the important adjunct to the writers’ 
stint has ended the convenient ser- 
vice heretofore provided by Western 
Union. In former years W. U. pro- 
moted typewriters from local firms 
for the use of the turf writers, had 
them delivered and in place for the 
boys to start work when they ar- 
rived at Churchill Downs. Now that 
sales and rentals of typewriters have 
come to a halt, this convenience isa 
thing of the past. 

Frank A. Menke, Churchill Downs 
press chief, gives this advice: ‘If you 
have a portable, bring it along. If 
you haven’t a portable, you might 
fill your pockets with lead pencils.’ 





Conn. Publisher Peglerized 

Bridgeport (Conn. ) publisher 
whose ‘killing’ Westbrook Pegler 
recommended to Harold L. Ickes in 
his syndicated column recently (31) 
is Robert M. Sperry of Bridgeport 
Life, society weekly. 

More than a year ago Sperry front- 
paged anti-Ickes editorial with re- 
flection on wife of Secretary of In- 
terior. Ickes did not see diatribe 
until recently, but immediately an- 
swered with blast which prompted 
Pegier’s support of New Dealer, 
with whom columnist usually dis- 
agrees. 

Sperry doesn’t mention Pegler at- 
tack in latest issue of Bridgeport 
Life. 





Major Taylor’s Book 

Major Arthur M. Taylor, 66-year- 
old newspaperman and veteran of 35 
years of continuous service with 
City News Service, which recently 
folded, is writing his memvirs. The 
major has not attempted to secure a 
publisher as yet, although he has 
had several offers. 

Veteran of the Spanish American 
war, he served City News in the N.Y. 
federal and supreme courts, and was 
given a testimonial dinner March 26 
by some 400 reporters, attorneys and 
judges at the New Yorker hotel, N.Y. 
He still spends much time with his 
old cronies in the press room of the 
N. Y. federal court. 





Banshees’ $5.50 Fete 
Banshees, club of newspaper and 
theatrical people, will hold a giant 
‘Carnival Street’ at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., May 12, for the bene- 
fit of the Navy Relief Society. Ball- 
room will be converted into a mid- 


summer carnival scene, with jug- 
glers, tumblers, comedians, street 
singers, organ grinders, magicians 


and minstrels. There will also be a 


regular show. 
This will be 


the first Banshee 


Loses Suit vs. America First 





len Ganey on Wednesday (8) dis- 
| missed a suit filed by Carl Country- 


membership of the Kansas City Star-| packer, Philly attorney and-head of 
Times editorial staff finally came to|the America First branch in that 


a climax with balloting on April 10. 


 elty Countryman had asked $100,- 


Results of the voting will not be/ 099 damages on the grounds that the 
announced until later in the month. | title, America First, had been ‘plagi- 
Should the majority membership re-| arjzed’ from his book, ‘America and 
sult, it will include members of the! pestiny,’ published in 1940. 


announcing staff of WDAF, the Star- | 


owned radio station, since the union 
is to be the vertical one. 
make the fifteen employees of fhe 
radio station the only such members 
of the ANG. It would also make 
WDAF the only station having both 
ANG and IBEW memberships within 
the same call letters, since its tech- 
nicians hold allegiance to the IBEW. 

Preliminary survey estimated bet- 
ter than 180 voters in the election, 
and results are generally guessed to 
be 2 to 1 in favor of the ANG mem- 
bership. 





Tinney Chides Time 

Cal Tinney, in an open ‘editorial’ 
to Henry Luce, on Tinney’s Mutual 
—, suggested that the pub- 

sher stop his trips to all corners 
ha the world and pay attention to 
‘Time.’ Tinney characterized the 
weekly’s report of the Standard Oil 
of New Jersey-I.G. Farben business 
and patent relations, developed be- 
fore a Senate committee, as ‘the 
biggest whitewash that ever ap- 
peared in a magazine.’ No other 
magazine or newspaper had given 
Standard of New Jersey such a coat 
of kalsomine, Tinney deciared. 

He added that “Time’ was ‘too 
powerful’ a ‘publication to’ be: per- 


This would | 


| In dismissing the case, Judge 
| Ganey said Countryman’s arguments 
failed to support his case. 


- Steel’s ‘Men of War’ 


military and naval 
warring nations. 
It will run about 400,000 words 


and will be published this summer 
by Sheridan House. 





Eastman’s ‘Heroes’ 

Max Eastman’s book, ‘Heroes I 
have Known,’ sub-captioned “Twelve 
Who Lived Great Lives,’ is a close- 
up of the author’s favorite heroes, 
starting wifh his mother and includ- 
ing Chaplin, E. V. Debs, Freud, Isa- 
dora Duncan, Anatole France, et al. 

Book has just been brought out by 
Simon & Schuster ($3). 





Rocky Mt. News Goes Tab 
The Rocky Mountain News, Den- 
ver a.m. sheet, has gone tabloid after 
76 years as a standard size paper. 
It’s adding N. Y. PM’s parade pic- 
| ture section on Sundays. ~ 





LITERATI OBITS 
William M. Davidson, 69, founder 
and former owner of the Calgary 
Albertan, Victoria, B. C., died re- 
cently. 
Francis E. Regal, 76, associate edi- 
tor of The Springfield, Mass., Repub- 





affair to which the public is invited. | 
| Admish is $5.50 per person. 


U. S. District Court Judge J. Cul- l the Army. 


lican, and for the past 50 years its 
music critic, died Friday (10) at 
home in West Springfield. 

Hubert Roemer, 42, member of the 
advertising staff of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune, and former assistant gen- 
eral manager of the Paris edition of 
the H-T until forced out by war, 
died April 5 in New York. 

Solomon Solis Carvalho, 86, who 
retired as general manager of the 
Hearst newspapers in 1917, died 
Apri! 12 in Plainfield, N. J. He had 
started as a reporter for the N. Y 
Sun in 1878 and after service on 
the N. Y. World joined the Hearst 
organization in 1896. After leaving 
Hearst he served as advisory coun- 
sel to neWspaper publishers, but 
continued as chairman of the Hearst 
executive committee. Surviving is 
widow and two daughters. 

Hyman Strunsky, 69, writer, for- 
mer member of the staff of the old 
N. Y. Call, Socialist paper, died 
April 10 in N. Y. 

Otto Carmichael, 75, former pub- 
lisher of the Detroit Free Press, 
and a founder of the National Press 
Club in Washington, died in Muncie, 
Ind., April 10. 

Leland Stanford Conness, 62, 
newspaperman and former publicity 
chief of the Woodrow Wilson Inde- 
pendent League in the 1916 presi- 
dential campaign, died in Washing- 
ton April 8. Survived by widow. 

Tilden A. Adkins, for 12 years 
editor of Vienna (Ga.) News, died 
April 1 in that town. 





CHATTER 

Turner Catledge has replaced Rex 
Smith as editor of the Chicago Sun. 
Smith goes into the Army. 

Lucien Hubbard, film producer- 
director (‘Wings,’ ‘42d Street,’ ‘Star 
Witness,’ etc.) has had his first novel, 
‘Rivers to the Sea,’ just published by 
Simon & Schuster. 

Gypsy Rose Lee last week sent her 
second whodunit to publishers, Simon 
& Schuster. Title of new work is 
‘Mother Finds the Body’ and is due 
off the press early in October. 

Henriette Herz, literary agent, had 
given up her office in N. Y. for role 
of housewife and mother in Wash- 
ington. She’s married to Phil Cohen, 
attached to radio division of Archi- 
bald MacLeish’s Government infor- 
mation. office. 

Charles Brown, Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazetter reporter, announced last 
week as joining the Naval Reserve 
as a lieutenant, j.g., turned down 
that commission at the last minute 
after receiving a chance to enlist as 
a buck private in army’s newly- 
formed desert battalion, 














Miami Invasion 




















| While most of the hotels thus far 
occupied are below 23rd street, the 
Belmar is up at 26th street and 
fothers in that area and as far north 
as 3lst street expect momentarily 
ito have to lease their hostelries to 
The big Terrace Res- 
taurant, also north of 23rd _ street, 
was taken over some weeks ago as a 
commissary for the personnel in the 
Army Air Corps Officers Candi- 
dates School. Two other w.k. Miami 
restaurants, Fan & Bill’s and Hoff- 
man’s Cafeteria, both fabulously 
successful, last week were taken 
over and army cooks and k.p.’s 
moved into their kitchens. 

It’s been a frequent sight for 
weeks to see soldiers marching in 
formation to former civilian res- 
taurants for their mess. It’s now 
lalso a familiar sight to see service- 





Johannes Steel, news commenta- | men living in the $10 and $20 rooms 
tor on WMCA, New York, is putting | and 
the final touches on a new book,|and pool decks of the luxury hotels. 
‘Men of War,’ comprising profiles of | 
150 of the leading statesmen and | Roney-Plaza 


lolling on the terraces, patios 


that the swank 
Miami-Biltmore 


Rumors persist 


and 


leaders of the|hotels will be converted into Army 


hospitals. As yet neither of these 
hostelries has been leased by the 
War Department. 

The optimists have one strong ar- 
gument for the future of Miami 
Beach during the Army’s invasion, 
and that’s the possibility that there 
will be an influx of servicemen’s 
relatives for periodical visits, with 
these tourists helping to uphold the 
Beach’s civilian prosperity. 

Meanwhile, with 60 hotels closed 
to the general public, a number of 
the untouched-as-yet spots are en- 
joying unprecedented business for 
this time of the year. Tourists va- 
cated from the Army hotels are 
crowding into those still open to the 
public, with the result there has 
been little of the usual seasonal drop 
in rentals, and restaurants are con- 
tinuing to charge close to their peak- 
season ‘prices for food. 





Continued from page 3d | 


hem Steel subcontractor on Navy 
piers; also Benson & Hedges. 

William Ruder, a former employee 
of Farnol’s office, who quit to en- 
list some time ago and has been as- 
signed to Farnol’s staff at Mitchell 
Field, has also been promoted. He’s 
now a corporal, 





Cummings, Jr., Tony Martin 
San Francisco, April 14. 

Irving Cummings, Jr., formerly 
scripting at 20th-Fox studios in Hol- 
lywood, now on duty here as en- 
sign assigned to the 12th District 
Command. 

Tony Martin, also quartered here, 
is slated to get an ensign commis- 
sion in about three weeks, which 
will entitle him to fraternize so- 
cially with his Hollywood pals who 
wear the gold stripes on their 
sleeves. 

Also being inducted into service 
here as an ensign is Mike Levee, Jr., 
son of M. C. Levee, who is being 
sent to Harvard for specialized 
study. 





More N., Y, Filmers Jein 

Benn Jacobson, of Metro’s eastern 
talent staff, with the company for 10 
years, enlisted in the Signal Corps 
Saturday (11). He wasn’t due for 
drafting for six to eight months or 
so. He hopes for transfer to the 
film unit. 

Milton Weiss, ex-Metro’s press 
-h.o. department, now Hollywood 
agent, signed up for the Navy. He’s 
getting a rating as a Yeoman, 2d 
Class. 

Ira Genet, Warner Bros. shorts 
producer, arrived in New York from 
the Coast last week to await a forth- 
coming commission in the Signal 
Corps film unit. 

Leo Pillott, Columbia Pictures ex- 
ploitation chief in New York, re- 
signed Friday (10) to enlist. He's 
been in the picture business for 17 
years, serving with United Artists 
and RKO before joining Col last 
year. 





4 Courtleigh Boys in Service 

Mrs. Edna Courtleigh, widow of 
William Courtleigh, has all four of 
her sons in the armed forces. 

Stephen Courtleigh, remembered 
for his portrayal of Lincoln, in “Pro- 
logue to Glory’ and later as leading 
man in ‘The Fabulous ‘Invalid,’ is 
with the Marines. John is with the 
Tank Corps, Fort Knox, Ky. Robert 
is a Corporal in the Aviation Corps 
at Galveston, while Richard Court- 
leigh, the youngest, only 17, recently 
joined Stephen in the Marine Corps. 





Detroit’s Quota 
Detroit, April 14. 
Butterfield Circuit 





Art Koskie, 
| booker, Army. 
Frank P. Golden, former manager 
lof the Franklin theatre, joined 
Navy as a storekeeper, third class, 
|stationed at Great Lakes. 


| 


| Screen Service, Marines. 
jof N. Dow Thompson, manager of 
|T. & J. Theatres in Reno, 

| Danny Drozan, manager of the 
Cohen Bros,’ Roxy, rejoined Army 
as ambulance driver. He was re- 
leased last fall as over-age, but re- 
called. Fred Sourback, now man- 
aging the Paradise, takes over Dro- 
zan’s post at the Roxy. 

Frank Papuga, manager of the 
Ace for the Wisper & Wetsman, 
joined medical section of the Army 
Air Corps. Arthur Sanford, man- 
ager of Butterfield’s Majestic, in 
Grand Rapids, is taking his vaca- 
tion before Army induction late this 
month. 





Twin Replacement 
Detroit, April 14. 
The customers won't know the dif- 
ference now that Irving Goldberg, 
of the K & G circuit here, has joined 
the Army. His twin brother, Adolph 
Goldberg, has taken his place. 





Father and Son Both In 
Detroit, April 14. 

Believed to be one of the first 
father-and-son pairs to enter the 
service, G. W. O’Boyle and his son, 
Edward, have left the management 
of their theatre in Cassopolis, Mich., 
to their womenfolk. Father is a 
major in the reserves who was called 
to active duty while the son enlisted 
in the SignakCorps. The theatre is 
being run by Mrs. O’Boyle and a 
daughter. 

Joseph Mroz, former manager of 
the Lyric here, has replaced Lester 
Burk, manager of the Stone, who 
left to join the army. 

A service flag, Learing three stars, 
has made its appearance in the De- 
‘troit Variety clubroon.s. Flag was 





Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 


Continued from page 4 





Neal Thompson, formerly National | 
He’s son | 








the presentation of Frank J. Downey, 
Metro branch manager. The stars, 
tu be increased shortly, represent 
Robert Fisher, roadshow distribu- 
te-; John Stebbins, of the Film 
Building office, and Alson D. Whit- 
ney, salesman, all members of the 
club. 





Jack Merivale To RCAF 
Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Jack Merivale, actor-son of Philip 
Merivale, spent final days as a civil- 
ian here last week with his wife, 
Jane Sterling, of ‘Panama Hattie,’ 
before shoving off to join the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. 

Prior to going into training, Meri- 
vale will spend a few days in Holly- 
wood with his father. He left here 
for the Coast on Friday night (10). 





Ray Beli Into Army 

Ray Bell, of Metro’s homeoffice 
publicity department, has been or- 
dered to report for duty as a second 
lieutenant in the army at Sacra- 
mento, Cal. Another Metroite, Alex 
Krebs, who writes press books for 
the company, went into the army 
Friday (10). 

Jim Boyle, who was for years with 
the RKO publicity department at 
headquarters and subsequently was 
an exploiteer on the road, has re- 
ported to the 110th Infantry at Camp 
Livingston, La. 





AGVA Aide Into Army 
Philadelphia, April 14. 

Joe Campo, local m.c. and presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia branch of 
the American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tists, was inducted into the Army 
yesterday (Monday). 

A testimonial dinner was given 
him at Palumbo’s Friday night (11), 
by Richard C. Mayo, executive sec- 
retary of the union. A successor to 
Campo will be chosen at the regu- 
lar nominations April 28. 





Cinema Lodge’s Gift 

The Cinema Lodge of B'nai B'rith, 
of which A. W. Schwalberg, vice- 
president of Vitagraph (WB), is hon- 
orary president, has donated a 
three-turret 16 mm. camera and 
2,000 feet of Kodachrome film to the 
U. S. Navy. Among board members 
of the Cinema Lodge are Adolph 
Zukor, Jack Cohn, Barney Balaban, 
Joseph Bernhard, H. M. Warner, 
C. C. Moskowitz and Sam Schneider. 





Defense Measure? 
Pittsburgh, April 14. 

Private R. J. Griffith, attached to 
Fourth Mapping Squadron at March 
Field, Calif., and who hails from 
Pittsburgh, wrote the film depart- 
ment of the Post-Gazette recently 
to settle an argument about whether 
Irene Dunne was blinded, or just 
crippled, in the RKO picture, ‘Love 
Affair,’ of some years ago. 

He added in his communique: 
‘This is also a defense measure in a 
way because my department has 
been in a turmoil since this argu- 
ment started and will be, I’m afraid, 
until the issue is settled.’ 





Hollywood Joiners 
Hollywood, April 14. 

C. H. Reece, screen writer, ma- 
rines. 

Ben 
Army. 

H. C. Griswold, film writer, ma- 
rines. 


Bayless, RKO _ production, 


George Macon, vice-prexy of 
Screen Office Employes Guild, 
Army. 


Conrad Kahn, Metro sound man, 
Signal Corps. 

Frank Kelly, film actor, Army. 

Ben McCulloch, assistant theatre 
manager in Los Angeles, Army Air 
Corps. 

Todd Karns, actor son of Roscoe 
Karns, Army. 

Arthur Menken, newsreel camer- 
man who shot pictures on the firing 
lines for Paramount in Norway, 
Spain and Poland, drew a commis- 
sion as captain in the Marines. Para- 
mount was about to send him to 
Australia when he enlisted for war 
service. 

Others joining the fighting forces 
here are Dick Pollard, photo editor 
for Life Mag, as a private in the 
Army, and Rags Ragland, comedian, 
who withdrew from the cast of ‘Me 
— My Gal,’ at Metro to await his 
call. 





Dallas Maestros Face Induction 
Dallas, April 14. 
Achilles Taliaferro, conductor 0! 
the Museum Sinfonietta and other 
orchestras, has just received his 1-A 
classification. Jacques Singer, con- 
ductor of the Dallas Symphony, wil! 
bé inducted Soon; ***'‘* ° 
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fa Broadway 


bb &) Rowley in town. 
Fe oe Moulton of the Par studio in 


toretro and Columbia are employ- 
irl messengers. 
fton Blackstone back from three 
weeks in Miami Beach. 

Fred Kohlmar, Paramount pro- 
ducer, on a two-wee’: vacash in 
New York. b : 

p. A. Doran, Columbia story edi- 
tor, in on annual visit. Will be in 
town couple of weeks. 

Capt. Dixie (R. H.) French an oc- 
casional visitor to Broadway, in ex- 
cellent physical condition. e 

Author Jerome Weidman—who’'s 
also an editor for Simon & Schuster 
—into service with the Coordinator 
of Information. Lal 

Grace George and William A. 
Brady will be honored ata dinner 
by the Lotus Club April 26. 

““B’ of Brooks Costume Co. off to 
Coast to supervise outfitting of ‘Ice- 
capades,’ firm also doing ‘Ice Fol- 

es.’ 

4 A wag wanted to nickname McSor- 
ley’s ale house the 7th street Stork 

Ciub, but no dames are ever allowed 
there. 

Ed Weiner, Broadway press agent, 
planning golf tournament for Broad- 
wayites, proceeds to Army and Navy 
Relief. 

Hattie Carnegie has three windows 
devoted to the Ringling circus, ar- 
ranged by Richard Bennett, a young 
designer. 

Hollywoodians Darryl F. Zanuck, 
Bil] Goetz, Harry Cohn, Mark Hel- 
linger, Eddie Buzzell, Bill Perberg 
back to Coast. 

Martin Jurow, MCA agent, is due 
to wed film actress Ann Gwynne’s 
cousin, Erin Jo Gwynne, stock and 
radio thesper, soon. 

Adolph Zukor hopes to arrange a 
Par golf tournament this summer, 
to be held at his country estate. Last 
year there was none, 

Ernie Holst, quondam booking 
agent with Tommy Rockwell, will 
also baton the cocktail dansants at 
the Stork, succeeding Bob Knight. 

Phil Reisman, RKO foreign depart- 
ment head who recently returned 
from Brazil, had a little chat by 

hone with Orson Welles, still there. 

hone bill: $125. 

Lou Brecker, operator of the Rose- 
land ballroom, has been appointed 
chairman of the Ballroom and Parks 
branch of the Navy Relief Citizens’ 
National Committee. 

Harry Kaufman joined E. Ray 
Goetz in Hot Springs, Ark. Marvin 
Schenck (Loew’s) just back, followed 
this week by Ben Thau, Metro studio 
exec, in for a brief visit. 

Harry (UA) Gold will take his 
last trip on his yacht back to N. Y. 
for the duration, from South Caro- 
lina next week, before he turns it 
over to the Coast Guard. 

Cari Laemmle, Jr., slated to be 
transferred from Fort Monmouth to 
Astoria studios, in film production 
for the Government. Laemmle is a 
private in the Army, having enlisted. 

Harry Cohn and Nate Spingold 
in a 13,000-point four week’s gin- 
rummy marathon in Palm Beach, 
but it ended with the Columbia prez 
some 8,000 points ahead, at a penny 


*a point. 


Akin to Lois Andrews’ 


Jessel’s ‘High Kickers’ there, she’s 
at the Capitol, Washington, coinci- 
dent with her husband’s D. C. en- 
gagement next week. 

Harry Royster, operating the 
Netco (upstat: N. Y.) theatres for 
Paramount, h returned to head- 
quarters at Poughkeepsie after an 
auto trip through the south, includ- 
ing his home town of Yazoo City, 
Miss. 

Sam E. Morris to Albany with Si 
Fabian to attend luncheon of War 
Savings campaign, representing Joe 
Bernhard, WAC theatres division 
chairman, just returned from Holly- 
wood with Ben Kalmenson and Mort 
Blumenstock. 

Tom Waller and Herb Berg of 
Par’s publicity department, who 
won’t give up fishing for the dura- 
tion, on Friday (10) went through 
fingerprinting, mugging and other 
tough regulations in getting an okay 
to go out in a boat. 


Tommy Dorsey and Dick Stabile, | 
whose bands are now playing the | 


Paramount and Strand theatres, re- 


spectively, each picked Monday (13) | 


night to throw back-stage parties. 
Dorsey tossed one after the final 
show in deference to Hedda Hopper, 
femme columnist, and Stabile was 
celebrating his sixth anniversary of 
baton-waving. 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





Pascual Carcavallo lans to open 
new 1,200-seatér shortly. 

D. Vicente Romano bought Elite 
theatre for 61,500 pesos at auction. 
randres Salas Edwards, of Chile 
ilms, here for huddles with Sono. 

Paul Ellis. Argentine actor many 


years in the States, returning to Bue-. 


nos Aires. 

Bins fiming of ‘Fontera Sur,’ 
as production halte i 
NIRA Studios, ihyatoeny ag 
Manuel Romero making first local 
thriller, La Luz de una Estrella’ (‘In 

the Light of a Star’), at Lumiton. 
San Miguel Studio started two new 
picts: Cruza’ (‘Cross-Bred’) and ‘Al 
orde de un Camino’ (‘At the Side of 
a Road’). 


Argentine Ambassador to: Spain, 


* 


Boston 
nitery date, to coincide with George | 


Dr. Adrian Escobar, completes nego- 
tiations for showing of eight Argen- 
tine-mades in Francoland. 

Director Moglia Barth putting fin- 
ishing touches on ‘Ponchos Axules’ 
(‘Blue Ponchos’), at Rio de la Plata 
Studios. Generalcine will release. 

Lumiton started ‘El Pijama de 
Adan’ (‘Adam’s Pajamas’), original 
by Carlos Olivarri and Sixto Pondal 
Rios. Francisco Mogica will direct, 
with Enrique Serrano starring. 

‘Bruma en el Riachuelo’ (Fog in 
the Riachelo’), adaptation of Carlos 
Arniches’ ‘Rositas de Olor’ (Sweet 
Roses’), now being finished at E.F.A. 
Carlos Schlieper megging. and star- 
ring Olinda Bozan and Aida Luz. 

Municipality, heeding request by 
theatre operators, will permit legit 
houses to remain open to 12:30 a.m. 
on Saturdays, Sundays, feast days 
and preems. Filmeries must close 
before midnight every night, how- 


Philadelphia 


Local radio execs mulling idea 
club for vets of industry. 

Lee Bohn has replaced her mother, 
Nancy Lee, as stooge for comic 
Marty Bohn. 

John Garfield made a surprise p.a. 
at the Earle Thursday night (9) 
after visiting his friend, Jerry Les- 
ter, backstage. 

Jack Hardy upped to manager of 
the Ritz-Carlton hotel, replacing 
George Kovach, called up as cap- 
tain in Air Corps. 

Charles P. Shoffrer, farm editor 
of WCAU, celebrated his 19th anni- 
versary on the air Saturday (11). He 
started with defunct WOO, Philly. 

M. Leonard Matt, WDAS news 
spieler, appointed supervisor of dic- 
tion for contestants in the forthcom- 
ing ‘Miss Phil: delphia’ competition. 

Sherry v’Brien, local newspaper- 
man, pinch-hitting for Lanse McCur- 
ley, Daily News sports editor, on his 
daily program on WDAS during lat- 
ter’s illness. 











Miami 


By Leslie Harris 





Al Gaines has reopened El Chico. 

Lee Sims and Tlomay Bailey set 
for Kitty Davis’s. 

Lou Mercur will operate the Nut 
club throughout summer as a pub. 


Wometco theatres in this locality. 

Harry Mason, WQAM engineering 
department, has joined army Signal 
Corp. Stationed in Texas. 

Sam Bosky, maitre at the Paddock 
heading northward for similar pitch 
at Atlantic City’s Ritz-Carlton. 

Kenyon Lee, of the sales depart- 
ment of WQAM, has resigned to join 
electrical contracting firm in Detroit. 
Ralph Neulsen, chief engineer of 
WQAM, has accepted an associate 
engineership with the govt in 
Washington. 

Key West Navy station and Bert 
Green, local rep of AGVA, are 
drawn up on firing line. Green re- 
portedly failing to see eye to eye 
with the navy over importing talent 
to entertain the boys. 

















Vandalism 


Continued from page 1 =e 











other houses are taking similar or 
other steps. 

A representative of the Balaban 
& Katz circuit, who came on to New 


| York to discuss the problem in Chi- | 


cago, stated that the younger and 
| tougher crowds were becoming very 
| difficult to handle. 

Jitterbug Jerks 

| With kids skipping school in en- 
larged numbers to visit theatres 
poe stageshows are their meat, 
ithis has also become another per- 
plexing worry for the managers 
Additionally, the tendency of kids 
as well as some grownups to crash 
exit doors makes it necessary to keep 
la constant eye on all such means of 


entrance. 
Managers report that the tougher, 
more unruly customers are seem- 


ingly becoming destructive just for | 


the pleasure of it, while others steal 
llight bulbs out of sockets or any- 


on. 


being ripped or other damage done. 
One man was stopped in a New York 


knife on him. When questioned by 
police, he admitted he was going 
t> rip the seats. 

In one of the dime stores it was 
reported the manager detained a 
suspicious character whose pockets 
were filled with files, coils of wire, 
chisels and the like. 

There is no seeming explanation 
for the destructive hysteria that has 
set in but noted that it has developed 
since the war and that its mental 


to be more drunkenness but thea- 
tres are getting quicker to bounce 
unruly stews as well as others who 
aren't wanted. 





Girl ushers replacing boys in all} 


. | 
thing else they can lay their hands | 


There is also a certain amount of | 
vandalism, with seats now and then | 


theatre who had an _ upholsterer’s | 


effect no doubt on some persons is | 
partly responsible. Also, there seems | 


London 


Barry O’Brien has joined the Firth 
Shephard organization. 
_ School for training women as pro- 
jJectionists set up in Birmingham. 
Jack Henschell has received his 
discharge from the army and is now 
back in civvies. 


Board of Trade thinking of ap- 
pointing a controller of raw film 
stock because of shortage. 


Billings and Chase have been 
signed by Pop Popplewell for 20 
weeks’ season at Ayr, Scotland. 

Foster Horsfield became vice prez 
of Agents’ Association, in place of 
Archie Parnell, who recently died. 

Arthur Rogers, 58 years in show 
business, died recently. Leaves one 
son, Ernest, who manager Gloster 
Hippodrome. 

Harry Mears, ex-prexy of Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn., has 
been appointed Air Raid Precautions 
Controller for his hometown, Bourne- 
mouth. 

First time since 1932 British Cine- 
matograph Co. pays 5% on common 
stock, issue being about $94,000. 
Company cwns cinemas in South- 
ampton, Ipswich and High Wycombe. 

Jay Pomeroy considering making 
drastic alterations in his Russian 
Opera and Ballet and turn it into 
English musical with some Russian 
setting. Dickering wiih Billy Mil- 
ton to join cast. 

When Old Vic Shakespearean com- 
pany comes to the West End for sea- 
son in May and June, it will have 
its sister company, Old Vic and 
Sadlers Wells Opera and Ballet com- 
pany, at the New theatre. 

Agents’ Association has bound it- 
self to look after the late Archie 
Parnell’s acts, so that they are not 
grabbed from the agent’s widow. 
Which means they have promised 
each other not to pinch the turns. 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd., considering 
staging Robert E. Sherwood’s ‘Petri- 
fied Forrest,’ with Owen Nares and 
Constance Cummings to head cast. 
Henry Sherek originally had rights 
but forfeited them after dickering 
with author to make alterations in 
play to comply with wartime. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











Mother of Betty Greenwood, nitery 
dancer, passed away several days 
ago. 

Jerry Lester booked into Stanley 
ito headline stage show week of 
| May 8. 
| Sportscaster Jack Hollister named 
|p.a. for Kennywood Park again this 
season. 

Zac Freedman in town more than 
three weeks ahead of the George 
Jessel show. 

Variety Clubber Ed Sterling, and 





for Congress. 

Donald Buka, a localite, under- 
studying Richard Waving in ‘The 
Corn Is Green.’ 

Carnegie Tech drama school’s an- 
nual Shakespearean production this 
year is ‘Winter’s Tale.’ 

Jerry Roth, son of local exhib, 
promoted from second to first lieu- 
i tenant at Camp Lee, Va. 

Al Skigen, Cameraphone theatre 
manager, rushed to 
emergency appendix operation. 





to open at the Villa Madrid minus 
two dancers who were ailing. 


Sol Goldberg, former exhib and | 


father of ex-All American Marshail 
Goldberg, has filed suit for divorce. 
Bert Layton, former vaude and 


nitery hoofer, has opened a local | 


dance studio with Margaret Trusty. 

KDKA singer Madelyn Ward will 
|} warble a new Charlie Gaynor tune 
in Playhouse revue, ‘Dots § and 
Deshes.’ 
| Savoyards have lost Tom Evans, 
production manager for three years, 
|to army, and stage manager Charles 
} McElhaney replaces him. 

Ken Harrity, Al Marsico’s former 
pianist at Nixon Cafe, organizing a 
jezz band at Fort Wheeler. Ga., and 
his old boss ‘« s sent him 50 arrange- 
ments 

Walter Good, former manager of 
Newsreel theatre. now in officers’ 
school at Fort Bragg, N. C., home 
on a furlough. 


St. Louis 
By Sam X. Harst 

Carl Vandiver. owner-operator of 
the Palace theatre, Tennett, Mo., 
|father of a new baby girl. 
| City firemen have voted to spon- 
\sor an annual show next fall. 
| Whether it will be a rodeo, circus, 
etc., will be worked out later. 
| Raymond Werner has leased a 
west end building which will be con- 
verted into a roller rink. This form 
|of sports is on the upbeat here and 
in adjoining territory. 

For the first time in the history 
lof the St. Louis Little Theatre a 
femme is prez. 
|Freiberg. ‘Bright Boy’ begins run 
at the Little Theatre Wednesday 
| (27). 

Jacob Schwartzdorf, Al White. Jr.. 
and Theodore Adolphus will return 
‘as musical director. dance director 
|and ballet master, respectively, for 
lthe 1942 al fresco season of the 
Minicipal Theatre Assn. 

Gov. Green of Illinois has given 


an American Legion exec, running | 


hospital for | 


Lola and Andre rhumba troupe had | 


She is Mrs. George | 


the green-signal to plans for holding 
the 1942 state fair despite the ruling 
of the Attorney-General that the 
exposition could be shifted to an- 
other city only with the authoriza- 
tion of the Legislature. With the fair 
grounds at Springfield turned over 
to the Army Air Corps, no decision 
has been reached as to the side for 
the 1942 display. 


’ 
| WPD-H’wood 
Continued from page 1 


| 


|impression prevails among Washing- 
|ton priorities execs who have been 
}fed on publicity anent innumerable 
| $1,000,000 productions, that there 
must be a tremendous waste of ma- 
terial. 























The Real Costs 


Film producers, however, have 
compiled accurate and comprehen- 
sive statistics showing that only 
j}about six or seven percent of the 
| total cost of a picture represents out- 
lay for materials; and that in many 
costly super-specials total costs, for 
publicity or other purposes, may 
often be computed by including old 
sets which are being used again. In 
any case, studios can show that, by 
far, the greatest part of the costs in- 
curred in production are in expendi- 
tures for talent, labor and general 
operating. 

Priorities officials, too, have been 
thinking in terms of quantity rather 
than type of annual film releases. 
Question has been raised by mem- 
bers of the WPB as to the necessity 
of some 550 pictures being made an- 
nually. 

Major producers contend that there 
are only some 350 pictures of any 
consequence made a year and that 
whole industry should not be penal- 
ized by priority cuts simply because 
any shoestring operator can lease 
space on a lot and turn out a dozen 
quickies. 

Meantime, following their abortive 
trip to Washington last week, studio 
production committee members, in- 
cluding purchasing department 
heads, have returned to Coast and 
New York home offices pending fur- 
ther clarification of the priority situ- 
|ation when Moore’s scheduled con- 





| 


cee 








|ferences on the Coast take place. 


Hollywood 


Barney Balaban in town for studio 
conferences, 

Binnie Barnes’ illness halted work 
on Republic's ‘In Old California.’ 

Songwriters and band leaders play 
baseball for Navy Relief May 16. 

Arthur Lyons in a La Jolla hos- 
pital taking treatments for metabol- 
ism. 

Joan Crawford laid up at home 
Sate Columbia is shooting around 

ee. 

Mary Brian, out of pictures since 
1939, returns to films at Hal Roach 
studio. 

Charles Spangler moved into the 
Jules Goldstone ageency as an as- 
sociate. 

Ricardo Cortez moved in as an 
associate in the Feldman-Blum 
agency. 

Russell Brothers putting on the 
first tent show Hollywood has seen 
in years, 

Rex Ingram, Negro actor, back to 
South Carolina to raise defense crops 
on his plantation. 

Anna Lee, film actress born in 
England, took out her first American 
citizenship — 

Charles burn on a leciure tour 
of southern colleges, telling students 
how to become actors. 

Damon Runyon, veteran of New 
York and Florida climates, laid up 
with a California cold. 

Iika Chase and Claude Rains 
checked in from the east te play in 
‘Now, Voyager’ at Warners. 

Jerry Bergen pianing daily be- 
tween his picture job in Hollywood 
and his nitery chore in San Fran- 
cisco. 

Danny Winkle: playing a return 
engagement at the hospital after ap- 
parently recovering from _ throat 
trouble. 

Smiley Burnette east for 43 one- 
night stands, by train and_ bus, 
leaving his station wagon at home 
to save tires. 

Joseph Cotten back from an inter- 
rupted New York vacation fer added 
scenes in “The Magnificent Amber- 
sons’ at RKO. 

Harry Carey obtained military 
permission to hold the annual New- 
hall Rodeo on the old Hoot Gibson 
ranch April 25. 

Babe Ruth recovering from pneu- 
monia, acquired while playing him- 
self in the Goldwyn picture, ‘The 
Pride of the - Yankees.’ 

Paramount Studio Club called off 
its annual picnic and will spend the 
money on gifts for former employees 





| WPB has invited film and legit |"°W in the Army or Navy. 


| theatre reps to conference to Wash- | fer 


| ington next week. Outcome of this 
| muddle may determine urgency of 
| Moore’s Coast trip. 

| Film industry compilation of ma- 
| terial requirements, reportedly 
drawn up by Donald Hyndman, of 
Eastman Kodak, is currently re- 
garded in Washington as the most 
comprehensive report presented by 
any industry. In Washington it is 
considered a model of clarity which 
could well be used for other indus- 
tries also. 





D. C. Meet First 
Washington, April 14. 
Before the crack-down occurs, 
| spokesmen for both ends of the film 








| theatre managers, will get a chance 
to tell the ~War Production Board| 


Jean Hersholt to Chicago to con- 
with Henrik de Kauffman, 
Danish Ambassador to the U. §S., 
about relief for Denmark. 

Joris Ivens, instructor in cine- 
matography at University of South- 
ern California, resigned to make pa- 
triotic films for Canadian Govern- 


Rio de Janeiro 


Contralto Rosina da Rimini mar- 
ried manager Cassia Horta. Depart 
shortly for New York. 

WB and newspaper O Globo spon- 
sored special session of ‘Confessions 
of a Nazy Spy’ for government offi- 
cials and pressmen. 

Oriando Silva and Francisco Alves, 
top-rankers of local broadcasting, 








business, along with the legitimate | Tenewed contracts with Radio Na- 
|}cional for another year. 


Dancing team of Romel and Dale 
at the Atlantic Casino for six weeks, 


about their raw material require-| together with Buenos Aires song- 


ments. Invitations have gone out! 
for conferences next week, with in-| 
{formal assurance the tentatively ap- 
proved curtailment orders will be 
held up until the huddles occur. 

The brush-off handed Francis'| 
Harmon last week was made more 
pointed when WPB mailed bids to! 
hand-picked individuals without yet | 
;appointing any industry advisory 
committees and giving no pledge) 
j that formal consulting groups will 
be set up. Names of the invited | 
conferees have not been revealed 
and are not due to be made public} 
before the sessions, in accordance! 
|with new WPB policy. 

Spokesmen for producer-distrib- 
utor elements will be received Tues- 
day (21), with the exhibitor and| 
|legit people coming in the follow-| 
ling day. 
The WPB has not made known| 
jany agenda for the parleys, though | 
lit is an open secret the Federal au-| 
| thorities plan to lay before the dele- | 
| gation texts of contemplated decrees} 
|that will have the effect of outlaw- | 
jing any theatre expansion 
|compel a slash in film production. 


| 


stress Maria de la Fuente. 

Orsan Welles returned from trip 
to the Amazon river and @eara fish- 
ing villages, where he shot several 
sequences for coming pic on South 
America. 

Brazilian government instructed 
all major broadcasters to cover minor 
sports events under penalty not be- 
ing allowed to cover big leagtue do- 
ings. Measure aimed at aiding mi- 
nors with some publicity. 

Ari Barroso, Afonso de Carvalho, 
Maria Magalhaes, Jardel Jercolis, 
Eernani Fornari, Olegario Mariano, 
Henrique Pongett, Gilbreto de An- 
drade, Procopio Fererra, Heitor 
Villa-Lobo elected members of gov- 
erning board of Associacao Brasileira 
de Autores Teatrais (Brazilian So- 
ciety of Pleywriters). 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Ear] Wood, Paramount booker, en- 
tering army. 
Walter Abel in from Hollywood to 





| visit mother. 


Anna Lou Tasker, society editor, 


|now writing film reviews for Even- 
and| ine Times. 


Jack Dempsey here for _ local 


| Establishment of advisory com-| Newspaper Guild dinner and ref- 


| mittees depends largely on the at- 
'titude of those appearing for the! 
\industry. If forceful arguments are | 
|registered, WPB may be inclined to | 


ereed wrestling match. 
Oscar Levant and Rose Bamp- 


| ton here for Minneapolis Symphony 


orchestra soloist appearances. 
With: 50 managers and executives 


re-work the orders, thus affording | present, Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
lselected spokesmen for one branch} mount circuit) discussed spring and 


cision. But a cooperative spirit will | 
be necessary before the WPB agrees} 


for inclusion on the boards—if it is 
attendance is construed by WPB as | 
evidence of interest in working out 
ithe best possible solutions. 





or both to figure in the final de-|®Ummer seasons’ plans at annual 


convention. 
After 16-week engagements at Al- 


. ul ; , | vin, local burlesaue house, Mannie 
to negotiate. Individuals passing Up; King and Jean Carter going into 
the parleys will not be considered| Avenue, Detroit. 


‘Aquatennial’ celebration figuring 


decided to create some panels—as| 0M bringing Gladys George and Vic- 


tor Jory, former local stock favorites 


and now screen players, in from Hol- 


loywood to appear in a special pro- 
duction of ‘The American Way. 


et 
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OBITUARIES 


WALTER J. HUTCHINSON 

Walter J. Hutchinson, 49, 20th-Fox 
director of foreign distribution for 
nearly seven years, died April 11 in 
N. Y. Although he had been sick for 
more than a year, he remained active 
as foreign chief until about two 
weeks ago. His condition had been 
critical for more than 10 days pre- 
vious to his death. 

Hutchinson, in the picture business 
more than 20 years, was a pioneer 
in the development of the foreign 
film market. An assistant prin- 
cipal at the Wilby high school, 
Waterbury, Conn., he enlisted in the 
army at the outbreak of the World 
War. After serving 'in France, he 
joined 20th-Fox as a film salesman, 
upon his return being assigned to 
Canada. He was made a branch 
manager and then homeoffice repre- 
sentative in the Canadian territory. 
Soon afterward he was named as- 
sistant foreign manager, with his 
headquarters in N. Y. 

Hutchinson went to Australia in 
1921 as head home office rep there, 
then opening distribution offices in 
many key cities throughout the 
Orient. He was named managing di- 
rector for Great Britain in 1925, a 
position he he!d for eight years, and 
was made general European manager 
in 1933, being recalled to N. Y. by 
president Sidney R. Kent in Decem- 
ber, 1935, and appointed director of 
foreign distribution. Under his lead- 
ership, the company’s business ex- 
panded. Four years ago the estab- 
lishment of company distribution in 
every country in the world, outside 
of Russia, was completed with the 
opening of sales offices in Johannes- 
burg, South Africa. 

In 1937, Hutchinson was awarded 
the Legion of Honor Decoration from 
the French Government. He was ac- 
tively associated with many com- 
mittees established to promote good- 
will in the Far East and Latin- 
Americas. 

Burial last Monday (13) in Water- 
bury, Conn. He’s survived by his pa- 
rents, four brothers and two sisters. 





JAMES CROW 

James Crow, 33-year-old character 
actor and president of the Theatre 
of the Fifteen, Miami stock company, 
died April 8 at the University Hos- 
pital, Coral Gables, of pneumonia. 

Crow was one of the founders of 
the Theatre of Fifteen, and had been 
its president for the past two years. 
Despite his illness, two days previous 
to his death he attended a celebra- 
tion of the theatre’s 500th presenta- 
tion, ‘Escape to the Sun.’ 

Born in Macon, IIl., Crow attended 
the Universities of Colorado and 
Arizona. He abandoned a career as 
an instructor in English and litera- 
ture to join the Pasadena (Cal.) 
Playhouse, starring in many of its 
productions. His best role during the 
past season was that of Sheridan 
Whiteside in group’s presentation of 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ He 
also scored in the Fifteen’s Ibsen 
cycle last year. 





FREDERICK HOBBS 

Frederick Hobbs, 61, business man- 
ager of the D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., 
died April 11 in Norwich, England. 
He was born in New Zealand, joined 
the light opera troupe in 1914 as a 
principal baritone and was business 
manager since 1927. 

Hobbs had concertized in Austral- 
asia and on the British stage in musi- 


illness of more than a year. By 
profession a A@raftsman, Morton left 
that trade in 1914 to become office 
manager for the Feature Film and 
Calcium Light Co., owned then by 
the Rowland and Clark theatre in- 
terests. 

He leaves his widow and two 
daughters. 





MABEL COURTNEY 

Mrs. Mabel Moore, 70, known pro- 
fessionally as Mabel Courtney, died 
unexpectedly in Boston, April 7. 
Miss Courtney, legit star of the 90’s, 
had been retired at Onset, Mass. 
Actress left a letter in which she 
predicted her death from a bronchial 
trouble, and another letter found in 
her hotel room, addressed to Mrs, 
Helen Costello, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
discussed properties in New York 
state and Massachusetts belonging 
to the actress. 





SIDNEY WARSAWER 

Sidney L. Warsawer, 56, who had 
acted as perso.ial real estate repre- 
sentative for William Fox in pur- 
chasing land for theatre sites on the 
East coast, including such houses as 
the Fox, Brooklyn, and the Fox, 
Philadelphia, died in Miami April 7. 
He had also b.en active in develop- 
ment of buldings in New York's 
garment center, 

Widow, son, 
sisters survive. 


daughter and two 





ROSALIND WEBLING 

Mrs. Rosalind Edwards, known 
professionally as Rosalind Webling, 
of the Webling Sisters trio that 
played on the stages of England, 
America and Canada half a century 
ago, died at her Vancouver, B, C., 
home recently. Her marriage to 
George Edwards, Vancouver photog- 
rapher, in 1901 broke up the stage 
trio. 

Surviving, besides her husband, are 
two daughters. 





CONRAD HEIB 

Conrad (Cooney ) Heib, 76, president 
of the Empress Amus, Co., operator 
of the Empress theatre in midtown, 
St. Louis, died at his home in that 
city last week. He had been ill for 
seven months. a. 

Heib and Joseph E. Sippy built 
the theatre more than 20 years ago. 
Until his retirement five years ago 
Heib was one of the biggest betting 
commissioners in the midwest, 





ARTHUR HOUSEMAN 

Arthur Houseman, 52, stage and 
screen actor, died April 7, in Los 
Angeles of pneumonia. 

Houseman’s film career dated back 
to the old Edison company, about 
30 years ago. For a time he was 
prominent as qa character actor, but 
in recent years his work was con- 
fined to minor roles, 





CARLYLE ELLIS 

Carlyle Ellis, 63, educational film 
producer, magazine editor, novelist 
and newspaperman, died in Palm- 
dale, Cal., April 7. A Canadian by 
birth, he received his start in the 
U. S. in 1901 when he joined the 
staff of the N. Y. World, later becom- 
ing its drama editor. 





PHOEBE COYNE 
Phoebe Coyne, 79, retired stage 
actress, died in New Rochelle, N.Y., 
April 7. British by birth, she played 
in England before her 1898 New 





cal comedies. Among some of these 
were ‘La Poupee,’ ‘My Lady Molly,’ 
and ‘Miss Hook of Holland.’ He also 
toured South Africa. 
embraced most of the baritone roles 
in Gilbert and Sullivan. His wife, 
the former Doris Cameron, sang so- 
prano roles with the same company. 





WILLIAM MILLS 

William Mills, 32, died recently at 
Wembly, London. He started with 
the Williamson-Tate office many 
years ago, then joined the Charles 
B. Cochran organization. He became 
assistant stage director, during the 
run of Elisabeth Bergner’s ‘Escape 
Me Never,’ when German actress 
took liking to him, and she always 
had him with her shows, even in- 
sisting he go to America when show 
was done there in 1935. 

Actress sent him to Switzerland 
four years ago to patch up his tu- 
bercular symptoms, to which he 
finally succumbed. 





EDWARD B. MORTON 
Edward B. Morton, 56, veteran 
Pittsburgh theatre supply distributor 
and for the last 15 years resident 
manager for the National Theatre 
Supply Co., died at his home in West 
Elizabeth, Pa. last week after an 


York debut in the ‘Girl From Paris.’ 
Surviving is her husband, Frank 


sons and two sisters. 
NATHAN ROSEN 

Nathan Rosen, veteran Pittsburgh 
exhib and partner of Harry Hendel 
in the New Granada theatre in 
Pittsburgh, died at his home in 
Miami Beach last week after a long 
illness. He had lived there in re- 
tirement with his family for several 
years, 








MAURICE RAPPEL 
Maurice Rappel, 41, Yiddish lan- 
guage program director of station 
WWRL, New York, and conductor 
of the American-Jewish hour on 
WHN, New York, died April 11 at 

his home in Sunnyside, N. Y. 
Further details in the radio sectior. 





FLORENCE BELMONT 
Florence Belmont, 50, formerly of 
vaudeville, wife of Sam Lewis 
(Lewis & Dody), vaude team, died 
April 9 in New York of pneumonia. 





HAROLD C. BROWN 
Harold C. Brown, native of Eng- 
land and former European vaude- 





|son, March 24, in 


| Smi ; hg-wenad) 
His repertoire | Smithson, former stage director; two 


ville actor, died recently in a Char- 
lotte, N. C., hospital. Though paral- 
yzed, he had for several years de- 
voted his time to newspaper writing 
and radio work in behalf of shut-ins. 





FREDERICK FRISBIE 
Frederick Frisbie, 78, one-time 
circus clown died April 5 in Onon- 
daga hospital, Syracuse, of a heart 
ailment, Twenty-seven years ago he 
retired from the sawdust ring and 
entered Onondaga County Home. 
No immediate survivors. 





GLENN E. JACKSON 

Glenn E. Jackson, 33, radio sales- 
man and broadcast artist under name 
of ‘The Old Man With the Gray 
Whiskers,’ committed suicide April 9 
in Greensboro, N. C. z 

Further details in radio depart- 
ment. 

BOYD P. JOY 

Boyd P. Joy, 69, president of Uni- 
versal Scenic Studio, Inc., purveyors 
of theatrical equipment for the last 
34 years in Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
died April 5 at his home in Milwau- 
kee. 
Widow and daughter survive. 





JOSEPH H. BARNES 
Joseph Henry Barnes, 51, dance- 
hall operator, died April 7 in Miami, 
where he went three months ago to 
recuperate. He operated dancehalls 
in Wildwood and Philadelphia for 
years. 





DR. JOSEF B. ENGL 
Dr. Josef B. Engl, 48, physicist and 
engineer who helped develop sound 
in films, died in Mt. Vernon, N. Y., 
April 8, Widow survives. 





LEE OREAN SMITH 
Lee Orean Smith, editor of the 
music publishing house of Carl 
Fischer, Inc., died April 6 in Flush- 
ing L. I. Survived by a sister. 





Mother, 80, of F. J. Kaspar Mona- 
han, drama editor and critic of Pitts- 
burgh Press, died at the home of her 
son last week after a short illness. 
She had moved from Denver to 
Pittsburgh only last August follow- 
ing sudden death of Monahan’s wife. 
Another son, John, also survives. 





Mrs, Lucy Harde, wife of Harry 
Harde, Universal newsreel (N. Y.) 
staff cameraman, died April 12 in 
mm ke 





Marcus Stolberg, 71, father of 
George Stoll, musical director at 
Metro, died April 8 in Hollywood. 





Fannie Tapps, 60, mother of 
dancer Georgie Tapps, died April 7 
in .New York after a long illness. 





A. B. McDonald, 80, Kansas City 
newspaperman, the Winner of a 
Pulitzer Prize in 1931 for solving a 
Texas murder, died in K. C. April 9. 
He had also been a circus press 
agent and magazine writer. 





Yetta Goldblatt, 82, mother of 
Harold M. Goldblatt, theatrical at- 
torney, died April 13 in N. Y. from 
shock attending a recent fall. An- 
other son and two daughters also 
survive, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dave Carson, daugh- 
ter, in New York, April 9. Father 
is in advertising department at War- 
ners’ homeoffice. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Schnitzer, 
daughter, in Hollywood, April 7. 
Father is wricer and assistant di- 
rector at Monogram. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lorand Andahazy, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


being Shirley Bridge professionally; 
father now is in the U. S. Army. 

Mr. and Mrs. (Pinky) Tomlin, 
son, in Kansas City, April 7. Father 
is singer, composer and bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Donahue, son, 
April 11, in Hollywood. Father is 
the orchestra leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Byrum Saam, daugh- 
ter, in Philly, April 5. Father 
is Philly freelance sports gabber; 
mother is former secretary to WIP 
program director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed MeVehil, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, April 5. Father 
is with Herman Middleman orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Sandretto, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, April 4. 
Father is with Frank Natale trio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Noble Sissle, son, 
April 8, in New York. He’s maestro 
at Diamond Horseshoe, N, Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Lawrence, son, 
April 7, in New York. Father con- 
ducts an all-night record program on 
WOR, New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Cornegy, son, 
in Memphis, April 10. Father is of- 
fice manager of Columbia Pictures 
branch in Memphis, 





Parents are ballet danters, mother | 


Helen Golden 
Nick Cochrane Ore 


Seven Seas 


Benny Kaha 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Puanan! Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Stanley Wheeler 
Charlie Openu! 
Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Benny Lessy 
Jackie Gleason 
Billy Reed 
May Williams 
Patt! Moore 
Sam Lewis 


Arlington lodge 


Phil Cavezza Ore 
June Gardner 
Bill Medio 


Balconades 


Charlie Laun Ore 
Billy Madestcre 


Bill Green's 


Mel Marvin Ore 
Al Jain 
Skip Farrell 
3 M's 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Serenaders 
A & M Brooks 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Booglie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Raechorse Williams 
Buddy Blaine 
J Comorada 


Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Ore 
Patti Gene 
Jimmy Zummo 
Ted Blake 


Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Ann du Pont Ore 
Eddie Peyton's 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
Minna Mandell 
Kenny Clark Ure 


51 Club 
Lyda Rodnok 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
Hotel Fort Pitt 


Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 

Jessie Wheatley 


Hotel Hen 
(Silver Grill) 
Dorothy Matthews 
Escorts 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Harry Bigley 
Escorts 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petrogelll 
John Bonguidi 
Hotei Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 


Alpine Village 

Del Kay 

Willie Matthias Orc 

Rochele & Beebe 

Frieda & Pony 

Myron Ryan 
Eldorado Club 

Jim MacKenzie Ore 
Freddie's Cafe 

Tangia 

Curtiss & Claire 

Irene Vermilion 

Larry Vincent 

Al Lackey Ore 
Gourmet Club 


Royal Hawaiians O 
Jules & Webb 


Hotel Allerton 
Henry Pildner Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 

Barbara Parks 


Hotel Cleveland 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Kenneth Rasmussen 
Poison Gardner 


Beachcomber 
Hlarry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Orc 
Erna Fairchild 
Clare & Arena 
Elstons 
| T.ouise Borday 
Beach-charmers (5) 
Blinstrub's 
Peter Bodge (re 
Boyd Heathen 
Dorothy Keller 
Claire & Hudson 
Leslies 
Happy Tom & Jerry 
Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Ore 
lial Roberts Ore 
Morton Downey 
Chaz Chase 

Juvales 

Blanchards 

Iris Ison 

Boots McKenna Rev 


Club Vanity Fair 


Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel’e Harrington 
Stella Ray 


Cocoanut Grove 


Mickey Alpert Oro 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Hilly Paine 
Madalyn White 
Jack & Jill 
Stanley 2 

(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 


Copley Plaza 

(Sheraton Koom) 
Griff Williams Ore 
Walter King 
Bob Kirk 
Dorothy Lewis 
Lucille LaMarr 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 





Bills Next Week 





ontinued from page 


Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Kvelyn Myers 
Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Ina 
Shelton Brooka, Jr 
Loumel Morgan 3 


Trianon 
Ellingten Ore 


Trouville 


Mary Lee 

Jack Beekman 
Dorothy Dandridge 
Art Crippen Ore 


Duke 





PITTSBURGH 


Joy Lind 


Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Sammy Watkins Orc 

Dean Martin 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Dee Peterson Orc 
New Hillcrest. 
Ray Englert 
Marty Schramm O 
Nixon Cafe 


Al Marisco Ore 

Bob Carter 

4 Franks 

Galante & Leonardo 

Martine & Florenz 
Nut House 


Walter Powell Orc 
Hal & Dolly 


Orchard Inn 
Rudy Gale Ore 
Oasis 
Billy Yates Ore 
Tay Boy 
Pines 


Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 


Sguirre! Coop 


Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
Kiddie Miller 
Billy Sloan 
‘ike Lavelle 


Trelon 
Ralph Springer Ore 


Yacht Club 


H Middleman Ore 
Georgie Price 
Barbara Long 
Manor & Mignon 
Lynn Reynolds 
Wes Whitehouse 
Shirley Heller 
Sky-Vne 
George Welles Orc 
Henrietta 
Bill Clydesdale 
Howard Feiling 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandreito 


Villa Madrid 


Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 

Peter Higgins 
Earl & J Leach 
Lola & Andre 
Jack Spot 
Rhumba Dancers 





CLEVELAND 


Coralll 

Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Hall 
Verdi 


Katherine Hoyt 
Vicki Nevada 
Biil McCune Ore 
Hotel Statler 
Clint Noble Orc 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
King Cole 3 
Sue Sanders 
Pearl de lLucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Patty Ryan 
J°& J Walton 
Manny Landers Ore 
Regal Ciub 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Cy Reeves 
Roberta 
Evelyn Scott 
Hal Hall 
Hollie LaVelle 





Don Walsh Ore 


BOSTON 


‘Copley Square Hotel 


Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 


Crawtord House 


Freddy Rubin Ore 

Crawfordettes 

Sally Keith 

Ralph Fielder 

Harriet 

Fox & Hounds Club 
(Rhumba Casino 

Room) 

Marion Frances 

Jose Mona 

Barron Lynn Gls 

Charles Wolk Ore 

Milton George Orc 


Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 


Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 


Hote) Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 


Will Osborne Orc 


Hotei Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Ada Marova 
Bill Groin 
Vin Daley 
Tean Monti! 

Sally Harris 


Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 
Anne Therese White 
Lucille & F Roberts 

Walter Boag 
Hotel Lenox 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Kay Ivers 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny MeVey Ore 


Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 


Dwight Fiske 
Warry Marshard O 


Hotel Statier 
(Terrace Room) 
Leighton Noble Ore | * 
Charioteers 
(Cafe Rouge) Arthur Blake 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore | 4 Sydneys 
, Terry & Walker 
Hotel Vendome Buster Ketm Rev 
(Fife & Drum Rm)| (Garden Lounge) 
Oscar Elgart Ore Mail & F Dearbos 
Jolene Steuben’ 
Ella Wilson (Vienna ones 
Helen Douglass 


lew Conrad Ore 
Helen Shepard Ada Gonzales Trie 


(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 


Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 


Ken Club Vorothy Deering 
Farren bros Ure Doris Abbott 
Russ Howard Jimmy Marr 


The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Elves Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes (5) 

Tic-Too 
Lionel Hampton O 

Tremont Plaza 

Duke Lorenzo Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 

Meta Stauder 

Frank Gagen (re 
(Motor Bar) 


Jerry & Lillian 
Latin Quarter 


Anthony Bruno Ore 
RKhumboliers Ore 
Phil Regan 

Cardini 

Honey Murray 
Barbara Belmore 
Whitney Roberts 
Don Arden G!s 





Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 

Clem Hawkins 
Leonard Seei Ore 


Northwood Ina 


Dick Rock Dale Rhodes 
Bowery F Seagy w Rudolph 

Sue Ryan son Amato 

Billy Vine Ray Carlin Ore 

Gale Sextette Olde Wayne Club 

Henri 

Alice Kennedy neg Paw ona ° 

Yvette Dare 

Don Arden Dane Palm Beach 

Johnny King Pat Patterson 

Charlie Carlis‘'e R & B Powers 

Benny Resh Ore Beatrice Gardner Gs 
Brass Rail Margaret Andrews 


Don Pablo Ore 
Penobscot Club 
Patricia Willis 
Paula Drake 
Mary Elliott 
Pamela Britton 
Guy Welch Ore 
Huck’s Redford Ina 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Royale 
Bob Evans 
Ruth Clayton 
Carole & Shervod 
R & V Pickert 
M Faber Gls 
Aylene Mason 


Del Parker 

Seymour Hoffman 

Roy Swartz 

Bert Djerkiss 
Casanova 

Jessica Garwood 

Le Marr & Martin 

Joe Ticon 

Shirley Herman 

Bonnie Boyer 

Wm Hewitt 

Lee Walters Ore 

Club Congo 


Larry Steele 
Margaret Watkins 


Kathryn Perry Skeeter Palmer Ore 
Son & Sonny Statler Hotel 
Danny & Edith Pancho Orc 

Sahji 


Saks 
Patsy Shaw 
Tanner & Thomas 
Birdie Dean 
Taft-Kretlow Gls 
Harvey Stone 
Leonard Seeil Ore 


San Diege 


Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 


3 Toppers 

Rob Parrish 

Congo Orc 
Corktown Tavern 

Don Harris 

Hart & Allison 

Panchita Villa 

Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Ranch 


Dave Barnum The Bordens 
Gloria Shayne Dotty Sloan 

The Bordens Cliff Arvin 
Dorothy Maye Al Alexander Ore 
Artie Fields Orc Stevadora 


Grand Terrace 
Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 

Haymarket 


June Eldridge 
Phelps & Cullenbine 
Musical Jack 
Wilson & Marlette 
Ginger Sutton 
Charmettes Ore 
Hund's 
Sun Val Serenaders 


Good & Gordy 
Great Seigfreid 
Eddy Shepherd 
Jack Thomas Ure 
The Tropics 
Al Tucker 
Lyle Carlyle Ore 
Dale Rhodes 
Bernice Salis 
Verner 
Lowry & Russell 
Toni Bradley 


London Chop House} Martinelli 
Connie Barleau Bill Tracy 

Chet Everhart Jack Nelson Ore 
Ruby Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Reom) 


Herman Fine 
Wonder Sar 


Madelon Baker 

Manue! Lopez Ore 

Samimy Dibert Ore 
509 Club 

Dale Rhodes 

Di Giovanni 

Good & Goody 

Dottie Ard 

Jean Moore 

Joy & Juanita 

Delia & Drigo 

Horace Houck Ore 


Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 

Mickey's 
Billy Meagher 
Charles & R Jenkins 
La Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Delores Lamont 
Mickeyettes 
Joe Banket Ore 
Nebiolo’s 
Fay & Andre 


MARRIAGES 


Claire Hughes to Ward Byron, 
April 6 in Encino, Cal. He’s pro- 
ducer of Fitch B->ndwagon. 

Virginia Field to Paul Douglas, 
April 11, in Hollywood. Bride is film 
actress; he’s former radio announcer. 

Mary E. Clancey to Raymond 
Boley, in Pittsburgh, April 6. Groom 
is with George Heid Radio Produc- 
tions; bride is publicity director for 
Catholic Theatre Guild. 

Ford Cowing, WHEC announcer, 
and Mary Ellen Raubacher, April 
11, in Rochester, N. Y. 

Mrs. George Lamaze, to William 
Goldman, April 9, in Philadelphia. 
He’s head of large indie film theatre 
chain in Philly; she’s widow 01 man- 
ager of Hotel Warwick, in Philly. 

Agnes Maceri to Augustine Cian- 
cicolo, April 9, in Memphis. Fathers 
of both are veteran nabe picture 
house operators in Memphis. 

Sue Carol to Alan Ladd, in Ca- 
lexico, Cal., March 15. Bride is an 
agent; groom a film player. 


Discs Used by Paint Co. 


Montreal, April 14. 
‘Harmony in Color’ recorded semi- 
classical music, comes over CBC 
stations CBM and CBF, English and 
French, every Tuesday and Thurs- 
day night from April 9 to June 23, 
15 mins. each. Sponsor is Glidden 

















Barbara Douglass 


Co, Ltd. (Paints), 





Escudero & La Plats 
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Ringling Show This Yr. Actually 
Lives Up to ‘Greatest Show’ Bilh 





By JACK PULASKI 


Those college-bred circus operators, 
John Ringling North and his brother 
Buddy (Henry), have made good 
again by making the biggest of the 
big tops look more glamorous than 
ever. With the foreign talent sources 
still shut off, a condition which will 
probably exist for years to come, the 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey, which 
opened Thursday night (9) at Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., is long 
on production, and that seems to be 
the right idea. 

Cost of putting on this season's 
show is estimated at more than 
$500.000, but when the bills are ali 
in the cost may go away past that 
level. Broadway figures in the pres- 
entation more prominently than ever 
in costuming, trappings and direc- 
tion. It is still the circus, but at- 
tains a higher standard than heretoe- 
fore. There is snap in performance 
that is in tune with war times, while 
the patriotic finale will stir audiences 
in all stands as it did on opening 
night, when the total takings went 
to the Army, Navy and Infantile 
Paralysis relief funds. Premiere was 
not a sellout, but it never is, and a 
bigger crowd than usual was in the 
Garden for the debut. Date runs 
until May 10. 

There are five major production 
numbers which reflect the stage in- 
fluence on the big top. The ideas are 
credited to Johnny North, but the 
execution was carried out by John 
Murray Anderson. His name is plas- 
tered all over the program, arid he 
earns that sort of billing as the re- 
sult of a vast directional effort, the 
biggest job he ever accomplished; 


besides, the billing is in his contract. 


General designing, including cos- 
tumes, is again by Norman Bel 
Geddes, while Pat Valdo is technical 
and personnel director. 

Probably the top creation by 
Geddes is the spectacle ‘Holidays,’ a 
procession that lives up to the ex- 
travagant vocabulary of circus press 
agents. It starts with New Year’s 
and ends with Christmas, including 
elephants with reindeer horns on 
their domes and damsels in pink 
tights. First of January section in- 
cludes the old water wagon; then 
come Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s 
Day, April Fool’s Day, Easter, and 
then the Fourth of July, there being 
a fine recognition of George M. Co- 
han, whose ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
and other compositions are played on 
the steam calliope and by the band. 
Spec then goes on to Hallowe’en, 
Thanksgiving and the Yule season 
snow effects accompanying. 

‘Holidays’ is the fourth display, the 
show opening with Alfred Court and 
his three wild animal acts. Conceded 
that the turn is too important for the 
spot, but the time necessary to dis- 
mantle the cages makes that spotting 
mandatory. Before the spec, too, are 
several aerial acts, also an equestrian 
specialty, with Erika Loyal handling 
10 horses in tandem fashion. It is a 
scoring bit, the girl standing astride 
two nags. For some reason she is 
billed ‘Zarina.’ 

Confused With Zorina 


That may have been confusing tc 
most of the first audience, because 
the lovely Zorina appeared for the 
benefit performance. She danced in 
the center ring and was perfectly at 
home on the head of the clever ele- 
phant Modoc. Zorina’s appearance 
was a compliment to the men in 
service and to ex-husband, George 
Balanchine, the dance specialist who 
staged the ‘Ballet of the Elephants.’ 
At the end of the specialty “two 
bunches of red roses were handéd 
her. One she gave to Modoc, who 
carried the flowers off with his 
trunk. As with Anderson, 
Balanchine’s first circus -work. 

The elephant ballet, another of the 
Production numbers, has the mam- 
moths with something akin to a toe- 
dancer’s skirts around their mid-sec- 
tions. Actual training is by Walter 
McClain, and many girls are used in 
the number. Music for the ballet, 
by Igor Stravinsky, is so weird that 
it does not belong in the circus 
There are 30 elephants in the herd, 
replacements having come from the 
Ringling quarters in California to 
fill the gap made last fall, when 11 
were mysteriously poisoned as the 
show was playing dates in the south 


Elly Ardelty’s Click 


A splendid production number 
furrounds Elly Ardelty, the Ringling 
aerial beauty, whose top trick is a 
head balance on a wide swaying hign 
trap. Girls go aloft on single web- 
bings. They are beautifully costumed 
from designs by Thomas Becher 


Bunch come down and march off be- 
fore the Ardelty girl is finished. That 
blonde was so tickled at her recep- 
tion that she stopped on the way out 
and planted a kiss on Fred Bradna’s 
cheek, the ringmaster’s face turning 
as scarlet as the tail coat he sports. 
Display was directed by Barbette. 

Finale is ‘the circus salutes Amer- 
ica.’ For it the girls mount ladders, 
facing ihe audience on all four sides. 
Large silken shields of starred blue 
are dropped, revealing the face of 
President Roosevelt. There are four 
pictures of the President and, as the 
sketches are shown, the girls touch 
off gadgets which send out showers 
of sparks. Entire house is on its feet, 
with the band striking up the na- 
tional anthem. 

The Norths have remoulded the 
show routine, and instead of a suc- 
cession’ of displays in action all over 
the lot, which was always confusing | 
to the average onlooker, the tendency 
is to solo the specialty performances 
in or over the center ring. That was 
the idea last season, too, and the re- 
sult is certainly satisfactory. 

Krimis Surprise Standeut 

Surprise of the opening night was 
the success of the Krimis (2), an 
aerial mixed team that scored the hit 
of the evening. It had been supposed 
that the Wallendas, who returned to 
the show this season, would be the 
standout, but the Krimis followed 
the high wire act and turned the 
trick. Krimis work on a whirling 
airplane device which is hung close 
to the roof of the Garden. Act is a 
thriller and aroused inquiries among 
showmen, who forgot that it was in 
‘Jumbo’ at the Hippodrome some 
seasons ago. There is one disadvan- 
tage, in that the device used is rigged 
so far up that people seated in the 
rear sections of the side arena, under 
the mezz overhang, cannot see what 
it is all about, same going for some 
of the aerial turns. Krimis were 
engaged for the Garden date only. 

Top riding act is the Cristiani fam- 
ily, some of whom are also in the 
acrobatic display. Star of the turn 
is Lucio, who is doing comedy this 
season which netted him loud plau- 
dits. The lithe Belmonte is the turn’s 
most agile performér. He is in the 
army and came on only for the pre- 
miere from a camp down South, get- 
ting a furlough for the occasion. 

The high school turn again has 
Roberto De Vasconcellos in the cen- 
ter. He is a crack rider, but is on 
too long. In the display are Aser- 
vera-Konyot, Ella Bradna, Bobby 
Steele, Capt. Koesler, Estelle Butler, 
Andrea Gallagher, Bobby Warriner, 





Thomas Cropper and Edward Gut- 

ridge. The ensemble is on in this | 

display and were taught to manipu- | 

late capes pretty nearly like real | 

Spaniards. | 
Truzzi Breezy 


The temperamental Truzzi of the 
solo act contingent juggles every- | 
thing but his ears. He was given | 
special attention by Anderson, with | 
the result that the routine is 
smoother and he does not overstay 
his time, as last season. The Pilades, 
culminating in a leap over four ele- 
phants, attract attention. The Shy- | 
rettos, with a corking bicycle turn, | 
are in the center, solo also, their 
work on the  unicycles. being 
especially effective. There is only 
one perch act in the show, it being 
in the aerial display that has Al 





this is! 


Powell with a clown makeup in the | 
|center position. On one end is Frank 
|Shephard, who broke both legs a 
| couple of seasons ago, yet still doing 
ithe heel catch on a high trapeze. 


he three Eurasian girls in the 
Naittos’ wire ‘act stand out. Turn 
was in Hawaii when the Japs 


| bombed Pearl arbor. Show is weak 
on ground acrobats, that display 
being much under the standard of 
other seasons. John Tiebor and his 


| 


month, has the center. 
turn is billed but did not show, but | 
two troupes of ponies were in the 


Winn, was not in the show. Depends | 
on props, which did not seem to 
work. 
were three groups of liberty horses, | 
the animals going badly at re-| 
hearsals. 
Flyers Not Prominent 

The flyers are not as prominent | 
this season, although the Concellos 
have six people in their act. Art, | 





who is again Lelping direct the pey-.| 


Cformaance, cut-out’his two sommer-? 


| 





display. 
A novelty billed ‘Harry, the 5- 
stery circus clown,’ designed by | 


sault fulltwister, 
skipped her two and one-half. 
Comets and Randolls are on the 
ends. 

Another of Winn’s conceptions is 
‘The Wedding of Gargantua and 
Toto,’ it being a new display turned 
over to the clowns. Masks of the 
gorillas are used and it is a novelty 
that amused. The stories about the 
gorillas is just stuff. They are down- 
Stairs in the menagerie in separate 
cages and it is known that if ever 
put together would tear each other 
to pieces. Emmett Kelly, the droll 
clown who inspects the people in 
boxes, is one of the best of the 
funsters. 

Show ran until midnight at the 
opening, not unusual. This year’s 
circus rates.high in the Ringling 
tradition ‘the greatest show on 
earth. That's what they have been 
billing it for nauy years, but the 
phrase is not as exaggerated now as 


while Antoinette | 
The | 
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never come to pass in this American 
nation. 


This is not the time for 
placency nor laughter nor humor. 
Next to an actua) bombing of an ac- 
| tual all-out attack upon several of 
jour cities at the same time, any- 
| thing that can rouse this nation to 
| white heat fury, anger, resentment 
, and an all-consuming desire to meet 
the enemy’s ruthlessness with great- 
|er ruthlessness is to be thoroughly 
| desired, and I honestly feel that any- 
‘thing as frighteningly horrible and 
vicious and deadly as the Gestapo 
should not be treated lightly or with 


Vallee’s Hymn of Hate 


com: | 
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but weighed in laughter, good taste 
is generally found wanting. 

It is my fervent prayer that some- 
|body will remake ‘The Fall of a 
Nation, which the Rev. Thomas 
| Dixon, the author of ‘The Birth of a 
| Nation’ made in 1917 and which gave 
| the American public a vague idea of 
what might happen if the Germans 
conguered America. 


What Weuld Happen 


It remained for a private group of 
citizens, I believe in the United 
States, though it may have been 
Canada, as portrayed in Life maga- 
zine several issues ago, to make a 
film showing what would happen if 
the Nazis took over a small town. I 
| tried to sell Columbia and an inde- 


' 





it may have been often in the past. | any sense of humor. The more hor- | pendent studio on this idea of mak- 





Circus Notes 


Brooks Costume Co. worked on 
doliing up the show for over three 
months. Firm made 4,300 costumes 
and uniforms, including rigs for the 
side show which won't be used unti] 
the big top goes under canvas. Cos- 
tume bill is said to total $237,000, 
while the multitude of props is esti- 
mated having cost $125,000, which 
gives some idea of what the show 
cost this year. 





The stagers, mostly from the legit 
field, were highly paid, too. John 
Murray Anderson’s fee was $1,500 
weekly, with a guarantee of 15 
weeks or a total of $22,500. in ad- 
dition, expenses of himself and staff 
while in Sarasota were paid by the 
management. Same goes for Nor- 
man Bel Geddes, George Balanchine, 
Peter Arno and others who were at 
winter quarters. 





Arno’s contributions are mostly in 
the program, something of a depar- 
ture. He has five original circus car- 
toons in the booklet, called a maga- 
zine, in addition to numerous line 
sketches. Program, which has 72 
pages, has special stories by Roland 
Butler, Edwin C. Hill, Clem McCar- 
thy, Milton Berle, Frank Braden, 
John B. Kennedy, Bill Stern and F. 
Beverly Kelly. One page envisions 


| rendous all Nazism and all of Japa- 


‘nese fanaticism can be made and 
treated is, in my humble opinion, 
| the most logical thing to mold our 
‘public opinion towards stimulating 
| our people to a desire to fight back 
and to give all-out energy and pur- 
| posefulness to the meeting of and 
| destruction of our enemy. 


I have watched this too many 
times to know the steps that lead 
from a mixture of a sense of humor 
and ridicule of something terrifying- 
ly horrible, to a final tolerance of 
this vicious thing. God knows it is 
difficult enough to arouse an im- 
placable hate, detestation of some- 
thing as grimly vicious and evil as 
Nazism, without our for one moment 
weakening our structure or resist- 
ance to it by kidding about it, 
laughing about it or treating it light- 
ly: and how a writer, who has seen 
the completely devastating effects of 
these inhuman monsters—how a man 
| who is himself practically a refugee. 
'ean for one moment think with 
humor or laughter of them or be- 
| lieve that these two treatments can 
| accomplish anything toward the final 
| destruction of Nazism, is completely 
beyond me. 

We are facing an enemy inspired 
with the fanatical zeal to destroy 
fremnanesage 4 and totally, all those who 
|oppose their way of thinking and I 
am afraid that it will take more than 
}a sense of humor, laughter, satire 





jing such a film several months back, 
| before Dec. 7, but unfortunately the 
| Congressional investigation on the 
making of propaganda films in Holly- 
wood was on at the time, and I could 
| understand Hollywood's fear of mak- 
|ing such a film, aside from the fact 
| that I was advised that such a film 
| would not be financially successful; 
but I think it is time for some 
courageous company in Hollywood to 
put aside the thought of profit and 
fear and make a film so horribly 
shocking and believable that after 
seeing it, many American theatre 
audiences would find themselves 
whipped up to an uncontrollable 
pitch of bitter anger and an ungov- 
ernable desire to destroy those who 
would desiroy us. 

After all, wasn’t it no less an 
authority than ‘Variety,’ in the issue 
of March 11, that dared use the head- 
line, ‘NEED BITTER WAR FILMS.’ 











Press Tycoons 
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for the week, with all sessions at 
the Waldorf-Astoria. Initial con- 
clave is that of the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors, which will 
bring 250 members into town for a 
three-day stand, starting tomorrow 
(Thursday). ASNE in the past has 
always held its conventions in Wash- 
| ington, but overerowded conditions 





the ‘circus of the future,’ conceived | and mockery, cartooning and ridi- | there this year made that impossible. 


by Geddes. Canvas will be strung 
from steel masts outside the tent, 
with no poles inside. 





N. Y. Times Sunday carried nearly 
a column on Fred Bradna, the occa- 
sion being his 7lst birthday and his 
consecutive 40-year tenure with the 
circus. He joined up when the big 
top visited Europe, long before it 
was combined as the Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey circus. Ringmaster 
says he blows the whislte 250 times 
during each performance, in that 
way pacing the performers and sig- 
naling them that their turn is to 


terminate pronto. PM gave six pages | 


to the Big Top in Sunday’s issue. 





Red, white and blue sawdust 
around the track and in the frings 
adds to the decor, as it did last sea- 
son. 
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pronounced to provoke indignant 
comment from the newspapers. 


Temper of the times was evident! 
that he} 
| was 25 years of age, became the tar- 


when Morgan, mentioning 


get for a barrage of ‘Why aren’t you 


}in the Army?’ ‘Why aren’t you in the 


Navy”’ etc. The bandleader got so 
hot at his critics that he lost his 
temper, and only the action of cooler 
heads prevented a free-for-all fight 

Disturbances were not confined to 
|any one performance, but were fre- 
quent throughout the engagement. 
Audiences, at first tolerant and at! 
times amused, became resentful, | 


seals, which turn was recently held | then angry when they realized the) 
over at the Music Hall for over a |bandleader’s sallies were not directed 
Another seal | at plants but at unsuspecting pa- 


trons who had paid for entertain- 


ment only to be made the butt of! 


questionabie humor. 
What was held to be particularly 
bad taste was displayed in one ‘com- 


edy’ bit in which a youth from the! 


audience was brought upon the stage 


Also billed but not present | ostensibly to pose for a crayon por- 


trait. Induced. unknown to the au- 
dience, to put his hand in his pants 


| pocket, the youth was caressed by 
ia stage 


femme until he blushed 
furiously, then his hand was yanked 
from his pocket and scrutinized amid 
reproachful remarks while many in 
the audience boiled at the lad’s dis- 


comfiture ' 


- Russ Morgan | 


| cule, to oppose these terrible and 
| horrifying forces. 


Dealing With Snakes 


| Certainly, no one would use a 
sense of humor when dealing with 
|rattlesnakes, because doing so would 
|be fatal. The Japanese soldier and 
|the German soldier are even more 
| impervious to argument, reason, ridi- 
|cule or a sense of humor than a 
lrattlesnake. He is, however, not 
labove being frightened himself by 
the thought of a more ruthless enemy 
than himself, though I fail to see how 
}a sense of humor would in any way 
frighten our enemy. 

It has seemed to me a pity that the 
\films the Germans have 
nation they were about to conquer 
,could ‘not be shown now in the 
| United States, because although we 
|are trying very hard to arouse cur 
nation to a fighting mad pitch 
through the excellent deliverance of 
radio programs such as the ‘This Is 


| tion of ‘Hate,’ we have not yet made 
or shown a film calculated solely to 
enrage an American audience to the 


theatre in a frenzy to do anything 
that would defeat and completely 
destroy the enemy. It is well enough 
to talk about humanity and laughter, 
but how those two* words can in any 
way be associated with anything per- 
taining to the Nazi or the Japanese 
|soldier and their atrocities, is some- 
| thing I fail to understand 


The Baser Aspects of Human Naiture 


Apparently, Mr. Lengyel has little 
or no understanding of some of the 
baser aspects of human nature, or he 


| would know that people enjoy the 
vicarious thrill of laughing at unhap- 
piness and misfortune, 


instinctive guidance along the right 


| taste,” Mr. Lubitsch does not know 
his American average audience. If 
jaudiences were instinctively guided 
in matters of good and bad taste, it 
would never have been necessary 
for managers of theatres to have con- 
tinually taken steps to prevent per- 
|formers from cleaning up their acts 
| because as anyone who has faced an 
‘audience knows, the average audi- 
ence is lamentably lacking in good 
taste and the filthy joke will bring 
twice the laughter that a clean joke 
|will. There may be a secondary re- 
laction ‘of émbarree ment and <tame 


shown a/|! 


War’ series, and the Oboler produc- | 


point of causing them to leave the | 


and more | 
often as not, at filth and that which | 
is irreligious, dirty, and sometimes | 
vicious. To credit audiences with ‘an | 


channels in matter of good and bad | 


Second gathering is of approxi- 
| mately 100 members of the National 
| Newspaper Promotion Association 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday. 
| That’s overlapped by the Associated 
| Press membership meeting Monday, 
| which is expected to attract about 
| 600 execs. Final powwow is that of 
| the American Newspaper Publishers 
Association, which will be held Tues- 
|\day, Wednesday and Thursday (21- 
| 22-23). 

Government men who will address 
the various groups include Archibald 
MacLeish, Director of the Office of 

|Facts and Figures, who'll speak 
'twice: Donald Nelson, War Produc- 
| tion Board head; Byron Price, former 
AP topper, who now heads the Office 
| of Censorship; Army and Navy Pub- 
lic Relations chiefs, Major General 
A. D. Surles and Rear Admiral Ar- 
thur J. Hepburn; Joseph Barnes, 
former New York Herald Tribune 
foreign writer and now assistant di- 
rector of Col. William J. Donovan's 
Office of Coordinator of Information; 
Dr. Hu Shih, Chinese Ambassador to 
the U. S.; Lord Beaverbrook, London 
|; publisher, now serving as British 
Lend-Lease Coordinator with the 
|U. S.,; Philippines High Commission- 
er Sayre, who recently returned 
from Bataan, and Admiral] Ernest J. 
King, commander-in-chief of the 
U S. Fleet. 
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a fat retainer, with the total sum he 
is to receive as board chairman hing- 
in on how much work he does. This 
may not disturb the company’s regu- 
la law firm, Dwight, Harris, Koegel 
& Caskey. 

Skouras, in taking the new post, 
gave up his $280,000-a-year presi- 
| dency of National Theatres. Deal by 
which he stepped out to take the 
| lesser-paying 20th job frovides, it is 
understood, that his brother, Charles, 
becomes NT head end that he 
continue to receive a percentage 
of the profits. 

As head of Fox, Skouras is be- 
lieved to be getting about the same 
as Kent did. Kent last year got 
| around $160,000, of which $126,519.42 
was for services for Fox, $25,350 was 
from National Theatre~ and $10,400 
Vas expenses. Zanuck drew top 
salary for any official of the com- 
| pany, $260,000 
1399.27 pt 
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